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Oq quitting Rome for Na- 
ples, the road passes through 
the » porta S. Giovanni » cal- 
led in ancient times the por- 
ta Ccelimontana* It is of 
a plain style of architecture, 
and was built by » Giacomo 
del Duca » in 1574, under 
Gregory Xlll. To the right 
are vestiges of the »> Porta 
Asinaria so called from Asi- 
nios. It was closed in 1408 
by order of Ladislas king 
of Naples. According to Pro- 
copius it was through this 
gate that Belisarius and To- 
tila entered Rome. Beyond the 
gate are remains of the house 
that belonged to » Plautius 
Lateranus » who was put to 



death by order of Nero, as 
related by Tacitus; a buil- 
ding celebrated by Juvenal 
for its magnificence and by 
him called an » aedes egre^ 
gia y>. At a distance of three 
miles are the mineral wa- 
ters of the » Acqua santa » 
which spring from the bot- 
tom of the valley, of a fer- 
ruginous acid taste used in- 
ternally and as baths in cu- 
taneous diseases.The frequent 
ruins along the road render 
the journey interesting to 
the traveller and to the an- 
tiquarian. 

Among the ruins of tombs 
and temples that line the an- 
cient Latin way are one of 
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two stories of a godd lolaid 
work, and an » edicola » sup- 
posed by some to have beeb 
erected to' female fortune 
on tbe spot where Coriola^ 
nus yielded to the solicita- 
tions of his mother and wife. 
By others it is considered 
to be a burying ground. 
Behind the inn called the 
Tai^olato are the acqueducts 
of the Acqua Felice near 
which is a small tower of 
the middle ages called Torre 
del Fiscale. To the, Irft of 
the road are the aqueducts 
of Claudius , of the Julia , 
Tepula and Marcia waters, 
winding on to the Torre 
di mezza via , and situa- 
ted half way between Borne 
and Albano. To the right 
about five miles from the 
-» Porta s. Giovanni » are a 
mass of ruins supposed by 
Riccy to be the Pagus Le^ 
monius which gave its name 
to the Lemonia one of the 
first amongst the rustic tri- 
bes, though Festus assigns 
to it another position. These 
Tuins , also called the villa 
of Septimius Severus, consist 
^ a bridge over the Almo 
stream, of some walls and 
triclini, of an amphitheatre, 
«(2queduct,f6untain and water 
.resertoir; they have been cal- 
led jRoma Fecchia fix)m the 



ex; ^'. ' -is made on 
^^ * J J^^ have yieldc 
tu''*< ^lists, sarcophagi 
valuj*. le marble works, 
been ascertained thai 
villa was not that of J 
mius Severus, but that 
longed to the Quint ilii 
mily, the last of whom, i 
imus an(J CondiniuSy 
put to death by ord 
Commodus. These n 
ments have been collect 
Prince Alexander Torlo 
liberal and enlightened 
tron of the fine arts, anc 
ced, with others of the | 
and modern chisel , ic 
splendid palace at Rom 
the base of the ascent c 
the Frattocchie are ren 
of an old town or st 
called Boyillasy discover 
1823, anterior to Rome, 
attributed by Dionysius ] 
carnassus to the period c 
kings. Bovillae has been 
bra ted by the death of th 
bunePublius Clodius wh< 
killed by Milo, a circu mst 
which produced one ol 
celebrated pleadings of T 
The remains of a circus, 
theatre, of a monument t< 
gens Julia are still vi^ 
The circus, formed of bl 
of Alban stone, now ca 
peperino^ is 328 metre 
length and 60 in breac 
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It preserves vestige. *i 
urve , the triompht e 

.»nd the carceres. 

A ruin on the left s e of 
the ascent , stript of its or- 
naments, is supposed to be 
the tomb of Asicanius , by 
others that of the Gnea 
family while Nibby consi- 
ders it to be that of Pompey. 
'^t is formed of square blocks; 
the interior is a wall 1 6 
•ns long and 12 broad, 
eyond other ruins known 

* )ld traditions , is Alba- 
' , a city substituted to the 

lent Alba. Patelli, Gesual- 
' md Nibby have described 
tombs along the Appis^n 
rj. ^ . 

The foundation of Alba 
attributed to Ascanius, the 
n of -fineas 400 years be- 
t ire the building of Rome. 
\l existed for a space of 500 
-^ears and was called Alba- 
Tanga, now Palazzolo, three 
miles distant from the mo- 
dern city, and was destroyed 
by Tuilus Hostilius. During 
the second punic war the 
Romans established a y> Gas- 
trum V on the Appian way 
♦a serve as a defence toRome^ 

* ^ t^is castrum and to the 
**vni s of Clodius , Pompey 
and Domitian , which be- 
came the property of Mark 
Anthony and subsequently of 
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Augustus , the present city 
owes its origin. In subsequent 
times it belonged to the ba- 
rons of Rome^ from the Sa- 
velli family it passed in the 
XVII century into that of 
the Odescalchi , and is now 
a possession of the Apostolio 
chamber. The most ancient 
monument it contains is the 
church of S. Maria della Ro- 
tonda , built in 1673; the 
door, adorned with marble 
carvings of the acanthus leaf, 
formed part of some other 
edifice; in the roof is an open« 
ing similar to that in the 
Pantheon. It was probably a 
temple dedicated to Minerva* 
Near it are large blocks of 
peperino stone of an ancient 
construction with remains of 
towers ; this was probably a 
camp of the Praetorian guards* 
On the hills are some re- 
mains of an amphitheatre 
built by Domitian which is 
mentioned by Juvenal, by 
Dio and by Suetonius. The 
arena, the podium, the walls, 
an aperture formed of nume- 
rous square blocks, are still 
visible near the church of 
s. Paolo. This hill offers a 
fine view of the lake spread- 
ing at the base of the La- 
tian hill and of the plains 
extending from Rome to the 
«ea. The » galleria » a shady 
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walk along the lake , the 
Doria and Barberini villas , 
form the chief ornament of 
Albano. In the Doria villa 
formed of that of Pompey, in 
the conservator^' f Gesii and 
Maria, are remai: jcient 

works. In the extcusive gar- 
dens of the Barberini villa 
are rains of the country 
house of Domitian. From the 
purity of its air and the 
shady walks in its vicinity 
Albano is an agreeable resi- 
dence in the summer months. 
At a few steps from the town 
is a tomb with cones at the 
sides , standing on a square 
basement; it is 35 feet in cir- 
cumference and 24 in height; 
this edifice is interesting by 
its antiquity and form. In the 
centre is a conical building 
supposed to have supported 
a statue; at the base was 
the sepulchral cella. This 
mmiument has been called 
the tomb of the » Horatii and 
Curiatii » the five pyramids 
being raised to the three Gu • 
riatii and the two Horatii 
who were killed , but this 
appellation is opposed by Li- 
vy. It has also been called 
the tomb of Pompey from 
being enclosed in his villa 
in which he was interred 
by G)rnelia his wife. The 
cones, in this hypothesis, re- 



present the five important 
victories gained by this cele- 
brated captain. By Nibby 
it is called the tomb of Aruns 
the son of Porsenna, who was 
killed on this spot in an en- 
gagement with the troops of 
Gums and of Aricia. 

Aricia, one mile only from 
Albano , placed in a healthy 
position , is said to have been 
founded 500 years before the 
Trojan war by Archilochus. 
From the period of Tunius 
it was one of the principal 
towns of Latium; it formed 
part of the Latin league un- 
der Tarquin , was beseiged 
by the Etruscans , liberated 
by the Cumseans , and finally 
became a Roman municipium. 
In the middle ages it belon- 
ged to the Dukes of Tuscu- 
lum , to the Malabranca , 
Gonti , Savelli families , and 
in 1661 it passed into the 
Ghigi family. In the valley 
beneath the presentAricia are 
some remains of the ancient 
city situated , according to 
Strabo, on the borders of the 
Aricine lake which was dried 
up long before the time of 
Pliny 5 the crater alone re- 
mains and the plain around 
it is called Fallericcia. The 
citadel was situated on the 
top of the hill , the modern 
village, which began to be 
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inhabited in the IX centarj 
ivhen the ancient town was 
rained in the civil wars. Op- 
posite the baronial palace is 
the church , both built by 
Alexander VII on the desi- 
gns of Bernini ; the cupola 
is worthy of observation, and 
in the church are paintings 
by Borgognone, Vanni, Mei 
and Gemignani. The road 
passes through the Aricine 
forest and leads to Galloro 
a word derived, either from 
some engagement with the 
Gauls , or from a golden 
cock found on the spot* The 
church , now belonging to 
the Jesuits , is dedicated to 
the Madonna painted on the 
rock where she appeared in 
1 694. Further on is Genzano 
(Cinthiana) a large town in a 
healthy situation and posses- 
sing numerous shady walks. 
Of its origin we have no 
particulars. In 1400 it be- 
longed to the Savelli , it is 
now a feudal property of the 
Gesarini family. The church, 
dedicated to the Trinity, was 
built by Camporesi. 

Six miles farther on is 
Felletri (Veliti-a) the an* 
cient capital of the Volsci , 
and birth place of Augustus. 
In its vicinity were the vil^ 
las of Tiberius , Nerva, Ca- 
ligula, Otho, but the town 



preserves no remains of its 
ancient splendonr. In the 
Lancellotti palace, built on 
the designs of Martin Lunghi, 
is one of the finest marble 
stair cases of Italy. The gar- 
dens of^th^'\ililace which were 
aboiii'^/*^ ^'TOiles in circuit , 
are now "cultivated grounds; 
the waters that supplied the 
fountains were brought by 
means of an acqueduct from 
a hill called the » Fajola » 
five miles distant. 

The Boi^a palace for* 
merly contained a Museum 
which is now added to that 
of Naples ; the celebrated 
statue of » Pallas Veliterna i» 
discovered in 1797 which 
formed part of the collection 
now decorates the Vatican 
Museum. 

Nine miles from Velletri 
in the Sabine hills is » Cori » 
the ancient Cora a city of 
Latium belonging to the Vol- 
sci and destroyed by the 
Romans. It is remariLable for 
its Cyclopean walls, the ruins 
of the temple of Hercules and 
that of Castor and Pollux. 
Of the former there still re* 
main eight doric columns of 
the vestiDule, the inscription 
on the frieze speaks of tlra 
magistrates who erected the 
temple under CUunHus. Of 
the temjde of Caator and 
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Pollux the only remains are 
two oorinthian columns. 

Eight miles from Velletri 
after crossing the Astura is 

Cistema. 

Some antiquarians have 
imagined that at this spot- 
were the » Tres Tabernae » 
mentioned in the acts of the 
Apostles , where the christi- 
ans repaired to meet s. Paul, 
but the distance from Rome 
is sufficient to prove that it 
is an error. 

Not far from the high road 
is » Sermoneta » formerly 
» Sulmona » a place contain- 
ing some ruins of Roman 
edifices and of ancient for- 
tifications , and at a distance 
of six miles » Sezze » or 
» Setia » mentioned by Pliny 
as the scene of of a revolt 
of some Carthaginian slaves, 
and by Martial for the qua- 
lity of its wines. It contains 
some vestiges of the temple 
of Saturn enclosed within 
modem buildings ^ the roof 
is about 135 feet high. 

Seven miles and a half 
from » Sezze » is » Piperno » 
stated, in an inscription over 
the gate, to be the ancient 
» Privemum » one of the prin- 
cipal cities of the Yolsci, but 
the ancient town of which 



there still exist ruins , was 
situated some miles distant. 

Torre Tre Ponti. 

At this spot commence the 
Pontine Marshes which oc- 
cupy a space of 24 miles in 
length and 6 to 1 2 in breadth. 
The word "Pomptina" is de- 
rived from » Pometia » a large 
and populous town long be- 
fore the foundation of Rome, 
supposed to have stood on 
the spot now called » Mesa »• 

The population of this tract 
of country, at a period of 
very remote antiquity , was 
so considerable that by the 
testimony of Pliny there exist- 
ed on it not less than twen- 
ty three cities such as Sul- 
mona, Setia, Privernum, An- 
tium. The environs of these 
cities were covered with 
country houses , occupying 
an extensive space of ground; 
the most celebrated were those 
of Pomponius Atticus near 
y> Setia y> \ of the Antonia 
family near the Antignano 
mountain, the ruins of which 
called » le grotte del campo » 
are still visible •, that of Me- 
caenas near Pantanetto , and 
of Augustus at a place now 
called ^ Maruti »• 

The waters which flow on 
a gentle slope into the plains 
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^odnced' marshes, and in 
the summer months exhala- 
tions to which the ancient 
Romans attributed the bad 
air prevailing even at that 
period in Rome. Pliny says 
III. 1. c- X. 

» Ob putridas exhalationes 
harum paludum, ventum sy- 
ro-phoenicum Bomae summo- 
pere noxium volunt non- 
nulli ». 

The Romans were con- 
stantly occupied in giving 
a direction to these waters, 
and in preventing their over- 
flowings , as they not only 
impeded cultivatbn but ren- 
dered their residences un- 
healthy. 

When Appius Glandius 
traced his road through these 
marshes he made canals , 
bridges and private ways , 
many remains of which still 
exist. During the wars in 
which the Romans were afteiv 
wards engaged this territory 
was neglected , the inunda- 
tions recommenced, and 158 
years before the christian era 
repairs became necessary. 

These works had again 
fallen into neglect when Ju- 
lius Caesar formed the vast 
project of turning the current 
of the Tyber into the mar- 
shes, thus to procure an out- 
let for the waters in the di- 



rection of Teiraclna, a pro* 
ject mentioned by Plutarch, 
Dio, and Suetonius, the exe* 
cution of which was preven* 
ted by his death. Under Au-^ 
gustus canals were opened 
which carried the waters to 
the sea; Trajan built bridges, 
houses , and paved the road 
across the marshes. At the. 
decline, and after the fall 
of the empire , the inunda- 
tions recommenced. It ap- 
pears by the letters of Cas- 
siodorus that under Theo- 
doric king of Italy, the 
works carried on by Basi- 
lius Decius were attended 
with success, and inscript- 
ions on the subject are still 
visible at Mesa , and near 
the cathedral of Terracina. 

Under Pope Boniface VIII 
a large cnnal was dug , the 
upper country cleared, but 
the waters not finding a suf^ 
ficient slope in the lower 
parts and the canals bein^ 
filled, the inundations retui^- 
ned. To Martin V is attribu- 
ted another canal still exist- 
ing called the » Rio Mar- 
tino y> a work of such mag- 
nitude that it is said to have 
been executed by the ancients, 
and that it was so called long 
before the pontificate of Mar^ 
tin V. 

In 1 585 Sixtus V; resumed 
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8 
die project of improving the 
couatryt in another canal 
made by his orders, called 
the p fiume Sisto » he united 
a great portion of the waters 
dispersed in different direct- 
ions which fell into the sea 
near » Monte Circello » pro- 
fiting of the canals made by 
Appius , Augustus and Trajan 
to convey the waters into the 
main canal which was enclo- 
sed with dykes but these not 
having sufficient solidity were 
broken down and his works 
destroyed. Some of his suc- 
cessors designed firesh plans 
but the great expense attend- 
ing the operation, and other 
obstacles,prevented their rea- 
lization. At length Pius VI, 
adopting the enlightened 
views of Sixtus V, and con- 
sidering that he might render 
to agriculture a tract of twen- 
ty thousand rubbj of land , 
(108000 acres) undertook 
new works in 1 778 and con- 
fided their execution to the 
engineer Rapini who col- 
lected all the waters in a ca- 
nal contiguous to the » Via 
Appia » which marked their 
ancient direction, and carried 
them to the sea at » Torre 
di Badino » This canal is 
called the » linea Pia » from 
the name of the pontiff. Sun- 
dry small canals conduct the 



waters into two others of 
larger size and thus prevent 
their stagnation. 

Pius VI, who frequently vi- 
sited the works, spared nei- 
ther expense nor labour in 
their completion, and at the 
present day nearly the whole 
of this extensive tract of land 
is in a state of culture ; the 
air is become purer, and the 
via Appia, for so long a pe- 
riod covered by the waters, is 
reopened to circulation. The 
journey toTerracina through 
the mountains by Sezzeand 
Piperno , was attended with 
difficulties 5 it is now per- 
formed over a straight line 
of road twenty five miles in 
extent. Three miles beyond 
<" Torre tre Ponti " remains 
of antique monuments have 
been found which served as 
an ornament to the forum 
Appi and to the Appian 
way. 

At the end of the western 
cape of the marshes, and at 
the mouth of the stream cal- 
led the " Aslura " is a tower 
and a small port of the 
same name at which Cicero 
embarked for his Formian 
villa. It was here also that 
young Conrad , of Swabia , 
the claimant of the kingdom 
of Naples, was betrayed and 
delivered up to Charles d' Adk 
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jod, hy Frangipani, tlie lord 
of Astura nor could the pray- 
ers of his mother Margaret 
of Austria save him from an 
ignominious death. 

Six miles from " Astura » is 
" Nettuno » so called from 
an ancient temple dedicated 
to Neptune, and a mile and 
a half distant porlo (tAnzo 
the ancient '<Antium» a town 
of the Volsci celebrated hy 
its wars with the Romans , 
and subsequently by the tern* 

fdes of Fortune, Venus, Elscu- 
apius and by an imperial 
villa in the ruins of which 
several fine works have been 
found , among others the 
celebrated statues of Apollo 
at the Belvedere, and Uie 
gladiator of the Borghese fa- 
mily t now at Parts. Antiuia 
was rebuilt by Nero who en- 
larged its port which Pope 
Inaocent XII restored on a 
smaller scale. 

At the western extremity 
of the marshes is ^^ Monte 
Circello » or the promontory 
of Circe , CirceUo in th« 
lines of Tassoni 

" Che orrido appare 
Col capo in cielo e con le 
piante in mare ^^ 
]the peninsula is formed by 
a hish rock on the top of 
whicn stands the village of S. 
Felice; here were situated the 
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palace of Circe, the daughter 
of the sun and the prisons 
where the companions of 
Ulysses were confined aftes 
their metamorphosis. Broo* 
chi , in his work on the 
geology of Rome, has given 
a description of this spot. 

Near it is <^ Mesa » vmich^ 
according to Pliny, hdd do* 
minion over twenty three 
cities. AoQordiug to Diony- 
sins the Lacedemonians sett« 
led in this place , raised 
a temple to the fi;oddess ^^ Fe** 
ronia » so callca from fero ^ 
or from ferendis arboribus^ 
as presiding over the fruits 
of the earth , or from Fero- 
nia a city placed at the base 
of Mount Soracte. Beyond the 
<< Bocca di fiume are Mesa 
and the Ponte maggiore. 

Terracina 

This city, the last of the 
Roman state in this direction, 
was built by the Volsci who 
called it Anxur or Axur; 
It was namedTrachina (steep) 
by the Greeks and from this 
word it derives its present 
name. The ancient Anxur , 
situated on the top of the 
hill, is well described by Ho^ 
race 

^' Impositum late saxis«an- 
d^atibus Anxor » 
2 
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«nd still possesses remains' of 
» temple of Apollo, decorated 
with fluted corinthian col^ 
nmns. The ascent to the ca^- 
thedral is by a double flight 
of steps ;' the nave is sup- 
ported by six colunms of 
different sorts of marble, the 
baldacchino of the altar by 
four fluted ones, the cattedra 
by five of granite. The cli- 
mate of Terracina is mild, 
the views picturesque ♦, the 
ipalace built by Pius VI and 
several other monuments are 
worthy of observation. 

The chain of montains near 
the city is separated from the 
App^nnines by the extensive 
valley of the Sacco which 
i* filled with springs that 
issue from die mountain sides 
and fall into the marshes* 

The ancient Romans pos- 
sessed villas on the hill of 
Terracina; that of Galba was 
situated near the grottoes ex- 
cavated in the rock ^ the 
ruins of this villa are erro-^ 
neously attributed to the pa- 
lace of Theodoric. On the 
summit of the hill are re- 
tnains of the ancient walls 
of Anxur, of tombs and of 
reservoirs. Judging by what 
esdsts the port made here 
by Antoninus Pius mu^ 
bftve been- considerable ^ its 
£orin , the stone rings used 



for securing vessels ' ar^ stB| 
visible, but the sea has retired 
from this shore and the port 
is now filled with sand* 

The Appian way passed 
through this town; a part of 
it enclosed within a build- 
ing belonging to the church 
is well preserved. The blocks 
of stone , in the shape of ir- 
regular pentagons, are joined 
with the same exactness as 
a work of recent date. 

The guard house on the 
road to Naples is dug out 
of the rock like several deep 
caverns at the mountain base; 
a scale, divided into 1 20 parts 
carved, in the rock indicates 
the height of the excavations 
that have been made. • ' 

Six miles beyond Terra- 
cina is a tower called *' Torre 
deir Epitaffio » forming the 
frontier between the Neapo- 
litan and Papal States. The 
road follows the via Appia 
which is in a dilapidated Con- 
dition; five miles beyond the 
frontier line is Fondi a small 
town on the Appian way which 
belonged to the Aurunci 
a people of Latium; its wines 
are mentioned by PHicy;, 
Strabo, Martial , and in its 
vicinity is the grotto in which, 
according to Tacitus , Seja^- 
itiis savea th6 life of Tibe* 
rius» in theDomimcan-con^ 
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ped by S. Thomaa Aquinas* 
! The eariroos of Fondi are 
covered with orange and le^ 
inoii treea and the lake ^up* 
plies a great variety of fish* 
This town was laid waste 
in 1534 iy a Turkish de* 
tachmebt under. Barbarossa 
which attempted to carry away 
Julia dp Gonzaga , Countess 
of Fondi, celebrated by bet 
lieauty.. It was sacked a se- 
cond^ time by the Turks in 
4&9l^ the walls are worthy 
of notice > the towers of tile 
castle are a fine specimt^ 
©f the style of architeotune 
of the middle ages. The rui&s 
joC.a temple of Mercury, of 
iliat ofthe Muses are remains 
of the greatness of Fondi , 
ibe lower part of which is 
Baid.to^beantoioir to Some, 
dfte v^fines of the neighbou- 
ring Gecubian hills were not 
Jesis^ oellebvaied than the Mas- 
'sic<'and , the Faleraian and 
ftl*e. praised by Hoaraee, Pliny 
4md^.Sirab0i 

'xEigbti miles distant is. Ita^ 
3ituAted.on'iibe Appianwa^* 
the hills encircling the towm 
4dre rcovek^; %ith vifcies, hn- 
Irel,, ti^ztie k«d th^ kutidk 
tnr T^&elUc titee. :u .:^ i . 
- : Onqtfce.rtkJ>l!df th^ road 
ttmams jM(ilariift'^o[i(> ancbiH | 
idw^fsaid. toi Jieyithte ^^M^ 
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va&6d to CStexo by his fre^d- 
tiaen on the spot where h^ 
was killed ; this edifice i# 
round and stands on a square 
base;; the <;ircular part con? 
sists of two arched roofs sup 
ported in the centre by # 
round mass reseknbling 4 cor 
lumn-, near this monumen) 
is a- path leading to th0 sea 
which Gicero prc^bly folt 
lowed with the view of 
embariiing when he . w^ji 
killed. Near the coast is 4 
fountain: said to be the Mr 
tachia fountain where, ac^ 
x5ording tof Homer , Ulysses 
inet the daugbtep:^ of the king 
of the Lestrigons^.J^^eea 
jhe tower and Mola the view 
en^braces the gulf and city 
of Gaeta, the islands, neir 
Naples and mount V^suvius^ 
{n a semicircle formed by 
the shore is situated 

Mola di Gaeta^ 

Built 00 the ruim.of.th? 
ancient ^* Formia » a town mC^ 
the Lestog6ns afterwards wh 
habited, by the K^QOiniai:^ 
and mentidAed by, Ovid i» 
the XIV book of the Metah 
morphoses. This pUce, celep 
bt^ated amongst- the ancient 
for tbe beauty of its, sit«ar 
itipn V yff^ destrqyed. in *5p 
bjf «be.Sw»ien#. , ;^ .> i 
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* At CafltelToiie betweenMo^ 
ItandGaeta are ruim which 
aref attributed to the Formian 
villa of Cicero ; several in* 
Bcriptions and monuments 
found at this spot are uni- 
ted in the villa Gaposele, now 
an hotel called the villa di 
Cicerone. 

Gaeta , situated five miles 
from Mola on the side of a 
hilly contains about 10,000 
isouls. This town is said to 
have been founded by iEneas 
in memory of his ntirse Ca- 
jeta 

<* Tu quoque littoribus nos- 

tris, ^neja nutrit 

^ JEternam moriens famam, 

Cajeta, dedisti "^ 

i£KBiD. VII. v. 1. 

Tte coast of* Gaeta was in 

ancient times covered with 

vHlas; the ruins of ancient 

buildings are still visible 

in the sea. The town, con- 

nectedr with the main land 

by a narrow pass, has two 

entrances; the ^rt made 

or restored by Abtoninus 

Pius is commodious. On the 

top of the hill of Gaeta is 

« tower called ** Torre d'Or- 

-lando » a name derived from 

the Italian habit of giving 

to old and large edifices the 

Tiame of the Paladin of Char- 

lemagnew It appears by^ Bh \ 

inscription to have'b^ea tjie • 



matisolenm of Lucius ' Mu- 
natius Plaucus the founder 
of Lyons who persuaded 
Octavian to adopt the name 
of Augustus and not that of 
Romulus which was sug- 
gested by his courtiers. This 
mausoleum was built XYI 
years before the christian 
era ; on one of its columns 
the winds are engraved in 
latin and greek. 

In the suburb is a tower 
called Latratina supposed to 
have belonged to a temple 
of Mercury where oracles 
were delivered through the 
mouth of a dog , a circnm-^ 
stance that may have given 
the temple the appellation 
of Latratina j firom La* 
trando. ^ • 

The fortress of Gaieta, built 
by Alfonso of Ara^gona in 
1440 and enlarged bjr Fer- 
dinand and Charles V lyho 
enclosed the town with waHs> 
in one of strongest places of 
the Neapolitan kingdom. In 
1806 , it opposed a long re^ 
sistance to the French, and 
in 181S^ to the Austrian, 
troops. 

The body of the Constable 
de Bourbon , who was killed 
in 1527 at thfe siege of 
Rome, bad long beenpreser- 
vied in a room of thefortresi 
where it remained until dit 
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lUsii of Fei^faiaiid I wh^ 
ordered it tO' be interred 
with iniEtary faommrs. 

The Cathedral is dedicated 
to S. EiTasmud , bishop of 
Antioch) the protector of the 
city. It contains a fine paints 
ing by Paul Veronese and 
the standard given by Pius V 
to Don John of Austria, who 
defeated the Turks at the 
battle of Lepsnto. The beW 
fry, remarkable for its < size 
and workmanship , is said to 
have been built by the Em- 
pei^or Frederick Barberousse . 
• The church of the Trinity 
the most celebrated of the 
town, is situated near a rock 
which, according to popular 
tradition^ was split into thre^ 
parts in honour of the most 
holy Trinity the day of our 
Saviour's death. A large block 
which fell on the principal 
aperture of the rock . and 
stopped there served as the 
foundation to the chapel of 
the CriiciGxion ; the diapel 
was restored in 1514 by 
Pietro • Lusiano of Gaeta. 
Some vestiges exist of a thea* 
tre, of an amphitheatre, of 
a temple of Neptune, and of 
the villas of Scaur us and of 
Adrian. 

The road from Mola to 
Naples follows the coast du« 
ring one mile, lealves il dv^ 
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lidtg another , and then re^ 
joins it at <* Scavali ». ThreiB 
miles from this place are 
rains of an amphitheatre, of 
an aqueduct , and of other 
edifices belonging to the an-* 
cient city of Mintum»» 

The Garigliano 

In ancient times the Liris 
formed the boundary line 
between Latium and Campa- 
nia. This river is crossed on 
a bridge of boats; here we 
quit the via Appia which 
followed the coast to the 
mouth of theVolturno where 
the Domitian way commen-* 
ced. 

The marshes formed by, 
the Garigliano at thu spot 
recall to mind the vicissi- 
tudes of fortune of Marius, 
victorious in so many battles, 
seven times Consul, and com* 
pelled to seek a refuge in 
the marshes in order to avoid 
the satellites of Sylla. 

Sessa is the ancient Stiessa 
Auruncorum , a people ivom 
Etruria , mingled with . the 
Sanmites and Latins.. It wa^ 
the birth placd ofLudlius the 
eiarliest satiric poet bf .Rome^ 
An ancient bridge .heltr this 
place has preserve4 the ap» 
pollution of the ponte AuV 
runtow^ Sessa. is . supposed to 
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ht built on the spolf where fbe 
gveek city of Sinojpe (»xcestood; 
the Suesanod* cujude '^ are 
mentioned hj Strabow The 
tettitory which produced the 
cdebriated Faleroian c wines 
was .that of Falcii^no near 
the town on the Massic hills 
also called Falemum by 
Martial l. xix epis. 57. 
^Nec iilFalerno monteme^jor 
autumnus '^^ 
Eight miles beyond the Ga* 
rigliaoo is S. Agata, situated 
in the midst of pleasant garn- 
dens surrounded by hills on 
which are soxne slight jre- 
maiiis of an amphitheatre* 
At the saine. distance from 
S. A^ata is Sparanisi, an iso^ 
laiedphLce, and thence after 
toother eight mili^ 

, Capua^' 

This city,. placed at tlw 
base of monte S« Niocolos a 
part of the chaaii.of.mQaiii> 
tains called Tiphates nfear 
the • Clttptis and ' the l^oltnf- 
nUB, fwas built in, thej iX 
century, at the distance of 
about two miles ^fnom ! the 
ancient t Capua v now the iyil-^ 
kge Y>f >S. )Mariti.) . * . x /. 
-^^rltii a|>pears |byf. iStrdW^ 
lliat GifHtfi w&s foundisdlbj 
dte X;yti{l|cttiads ^^il^a^they 



were 'driven W" the Gai^ 
from the lihe lOf the Pa 542 
years be£oare theChristian erar. 
Others pretend 'that it existed 
300 years pi^ior to that .event 
and that it w^s fouilded by 
Gapys , one of the c6mpa» 
nions of £neas from^^hom 
it derired it9 name , bdt 
Strabo is of opinion i.that the 
origin of the word Capua 
wa& caput y and Florus as^ 
serts that Rome > GaMhage 
and ^ Capua ^ere' the. three 
great Captals* ' r <. j- 
*^ Capua quonidant inter ftref 
maximrisnumerata <^ 

jLlB«i C. i6X 

.: The- Tyrrhenians wiens ck^^ 
pellefi by Use Samnitefe,'tlie 
hiti]tr< bj thf fiomansV^in 
whose^ tiiiie die ciifjr iwat.ce- 
Icbrited for fts situation^ thfe 
fardlity and beautyVcf • tfad 
sarroun4ing country «styied 
byCiciero the finest terriloiy 
of) the Boman people. ic 
) Anaubal pitoposed to make 
Gajpua die' capital ic^ .lialyi 
The :dity was taken by 4h« 
Romans after & longsicge^ 
tk^i senators were puitM td 
4eath : and .'tjier iuhaibitans 
sold .as, slates/ It) wkstteuba 
secpiefidy> d(eiRt^ctyedf:ikir 455 
by Genseric and his Vasidlak 
aftd:^ ' thfe rnaiike h •aloim ; xTbe- 
mained: whtop.tfael wikyt tqwiS 
mb8%.mfSA6m ji^i ouo pari 
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'. T3ie cadicdkr is decow- 
ted with graahe columos of 
^ariods proportions taken 
&om ancient monuments. In 
Ae third chapel to the right 
IS A picture by Solimena 
representing the Madonna , 
the Infant and S. Stephen; 
over the high altar, an As- 
sumption by the same artist. 
The subterranean church 
contains some fine marble 
columns, a half sized figure 
of a Madonna della Pieta, 
and a Christ by Bernini. 
; The external columns of 

( the church of the Annun^ 
I ciation are of the corinthian 
!■ Olrder. This church is sup- 
posed to be on the site of aft 
ancient temple, but the pe- 
destals alone are antique as 
the grouped frilastersfouttd 
here were not used by the 
lincients. 

Many inscfiptions and maiV 
bles found in the ancient , 
now line the walls of the 
present, city. On the arch 
S. Eloi is the inscription that 
stood on the ancient amphi- 
theatre which has been com- 
mented by Mazzocchi in his 
estimable work « De Amphi- 
theatro Gampano » 

Opposite is a curious bas- 
relief found in the theatre 
which bears the following 
inscription : 



5t Lnc^jus: ^ecoliaris . redemptol 
Prosceni ex Biso fecit ff, * '^ 

Numerotis remains of an- 
cient Capua still exsit at S. 
Maria , in the direction of 
Caserta, The two arcade^ 
near Casilino are supposed 
to have been a gate of the 
city; the amphitheatre is 
250 feet long and 1 59 wide; 
the galleries , steps and seats 
are well preserved ; the ma^ 
terials were brick covered 
with travertine ; it had four 
orders of architecture; on 
two Tuscan arcades arehe^di 
of Juno and Diana. From the 
top of these ruins thfe view 
embraces a highly pictures-^ 
que country with VfesuviuS 
in the back ground. 

The via "Appia pass^ 
through Capua; the villages of 
the environs have names in^ 
dicative of th^ir origin: Marr 
cianise a temple of Mars , 
Ercole of Hercules , Curtis 
a palace or curia ; casa 
Pulla a temple of Apollo , 
but of the temple of Jupiter 
Tiphatinus noihin^ remains; 
that of Diana Lucifera 
called Tiphatina in now oc- 
cupied by the abbey of S. 
Angelo. The chain oi moun- 
tains near Capua and Ca- 
serta is still called the Monti 
Tifatini^ a word derived 
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firom the volcano Tifdta liow : 
extincu 

Aversa 

This town is situated neap 
tlie ancien Atella now S. El- 
pidio celebrated amongst the 
ancients for the ready wit 
and gaiety of the inhabi- 
tants. It suffered greatly in 
the middle ages but was re- 
built by theNorraans in 1 1 30 
at the period of their Nea- 
politan conquest. Having si- 
ded with the Rebursa family, 
who were opposed to Char- 
les I of the house of Anjou, 
Aversa was destroyed by this 
prince. The salubrity of the 
!climate, the fertility of the 
soil induced the inhabiunts 
to rebuild it and it now con- 
tains churches , palaces and 
a citadel resembliner a royal 
palace in which Andrew, the 



l)rothep of Louis king of 
Hungary and husband of 
Jane I. Queen of Naples 
was strangled. The establish- 
ment for the insane con- 
taining room for 500 persons 
is celebrated by the humane 
principles on which it is 
conducted. It was originally 
founded by the AbbeLinguiti 
who adopted the most inge- 
nious means in the, treatment 
of this malady; grounds, gar- 
dens, musical and mechani- 
cal instruments are allotted 
to the use of the patients; 
a library and printing esta- 
blishment are at their dispo- 
sal and they execute con- 
certs with the greatest pre- 
cision. 

The road to Naples pas- 
ses through ^ fertile and 
highly cultivated country 
covered with villages the last 
of which is Capo di Chino. 
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JOURI^EY OP HORACE 



« 



As the «tady of tlie das* 
sic authors cooimuuicates a 
lively interest to the spots 
which they frequented, we 
trust that we shall meet with 
the approhation of our read- 
jexs hy inserting a sketch 
of the journey performed by 
Horace as it is described in 
the V. satyr, i book. 

In the year 71 2 of Rome 
or 41 ycars^before the christ- 
ian era, Mark Anthony left 
Qeopatra in order to op-- 
pose the further progress of 
Octavian in Itialy. Anthony 
laid siege tO/ Brundusium 
where he was joined hy Do- 
mitiu^ ^nobarbus , while 



$extus Pompey. operated 
along the coast. Maecenas, 
PoUio and Coccejus Nerra 
repaired to Brundusium to 
conciliate the contending in- 
terests of the triumvirs, and 
an arrangement was effected 
in consequence of which a 
marriage was concluded be* 
tween Mark Anthony and 
Octavia the sister of Au- 
gustus. 

Horace received orders tp 
attend M<ecenas and to meet 
him at Anxur* 

He left Rome with Helio- 
dorus and the first place they 
stopped at was Aricia six<- 
teen miles from Rome. 



Egressum magna me excepit Aricia Roma 
Hospitio modico,; rhetor comes Heliodorus , 
Groecorum longe doctissimus. Inde Forum Appii 
Differtum nautis y cauponibus atque malignis. 

With Heliodorus, who by far possest 
More learning than the tribe of Greeks profest 
Leaving imperial Rome, I took my way 
To poor Aricia^ where that night, I lay. 
To forum Appi thence we st^er, a place 
Stttff'd with rank boatmen find with vintners bate. 
Francis^ Horaoe^ 
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Forum Appi^ founded by , 
Appius was 43 miles from 
Rome and situated in thePon* 
tine marshes. Horace travel- 



led hy short stage§, and prob- 
ably on foot; he perhaps 
allq^des to this circumstance. 



Hoc iter ignavi divisimus , altius ac nos 
Priecinctis unum t nimis est gratis Appiatardis. 

And laggard into two days journey broke 
What were but one to less mcumberd folk •, 
The Appian road, however , yields most pleasure 
f To those who ^hoose to travel at their leisure. 

From the situation of forum I very good ^ our poet would 
^ppi the water could not be | not remain even for supper. 

Hie egOy propter aquam, quod erat teterrirnfUy ^i^entri 
Indico helium; ccenantes haud animo cequo 
Expectans comites • . • • 

The water here was of so foul a stream, ■ 

Against my stomach I a war proclaim 
" And wait, though not with much good humour, wait ' 
While with keen appetite my comrades eat. 



We pass over the descript- 
ion of his journey through 
the marshes and of the bad 



night he passed, he knded 
the following morning at 4 



.,.,,..• Quarta vix demum exponimur hora^ 
Ora^ manusque tua, lavimus^ Feronia^ limpha. 
Millia turn pransi tria repimusj atque subimus 
Impositum saxis late candentihu^ Anxur. 
Hue Venturas erat Maecenas optimus , atque 
Cocceius ••••,.. 

Thence onward J landing "with a world of pain 
At ten^ Feroniaf, We thy fttintafin giiin; _ • 

Th(ite land and bathe t then after dinfaa* ereej) 
Three tedious miles , and climb the rocky steep 
Whence Anxur shines. Moecenas was to meet 
Cocceius liere ..... 
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The temple and tlie sacred | AuBdios linscus , presented 
)od of the goddess F^ro^ hims^f dressed . iu ■ purple 

robes to ifjicec^n^ and was 
preceded by young girls who 
perfumed . tbe , air with in- 
cense. » M 



wood 

nia were 3 miles from An- 

zur or 69 from Rome. 

Fr6m Anxiarj Horace wei^ 
Id Fondi wh^e the prsetoo 



Fandos Aufidio Lusco praetore libenter , . 

Linquimus , insani ridentes prcemia scribas ; 
Proetextami. fit latum clarem j prum^que bxUiUum* 

Laughing m6 leave an entertainment rar^, 
The paltl'y pomp of Fundi's foolish mayor, 
The scrivener Luscus ; W)w with pride elfte, 
With incense fum'dy and big with r<d»es of state« 



Thence to Formise , now 
Mola di Gaeta» ,Formia3, is 
said to be the urbs Mamujr- 



rarum, so called from Ma-* 
imurra, a^RpngiaA knight* 



In Mamurrarum lassi dein^e urb^ manermus , x 

Murena probente domumy Cqpiton^ ouUfiat^^, 

From thence our wearied troop at Fprmne tpitf, ^ 
Mnrena's lodgersjf and Fopteius' gue^ts^ . > ! / 

• At Sinnessa he ;meets I ,aM expresses his joy on the 
•Virgil, Plotius , and Varins | occasion. . , 

Postera lux* oritur tnuHo gratissihta i namqite - •* 
Ptotius et Farias Siriu^ssce , Vrrgiliusque '■ '/' -'» 

Occurrnnt ; dnitnasy quale f neque candidio'res '* ^ * 
TerHd^tutit / neque qiieis^ mef\sit devitittior dlteh' '7 
O (fii cdmplexus , et gaudid qiihntd^ fiiehint. ' ' ' 
iV// ego coritulerim fucundo^:sdhus amic^. ... 

Nextrrising mom with double )oy we.gr^^t^. «.. 

Wbi^.w^.'withPUMiiM^ Yarius,^ Virgil, mq€f^ , ; 

. . [PureriSpiirits |)we; ;the world tuQ pi^rer knpws., ; j , , , ; , ^ 
For none my heart with such aQecti9n glqws; ' „ { \' v 
How oft did we embrace, our joys how great. 
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For sure no blessing in tlie power of fa te^ 
Can be compare4 > in sanitj of tnind 
To friends of sncb companiable kind; 



Tbe town wbere he expc* 
rienced so much pleasure 
Sinuessa is the Mpndra- 
gone of the present day, si- 



tuated beyond ifaeGariglkno; 
he then proceeds to Gapuaf 
by the Gampanian bridge* 



Proxima Campano ponti quas pillula tectum 
Prcebuit^ et, parochi qua debent ligna salemque. 
Hinc mull Capuce clitellas tempore ponunt» 

Near the Campanian bridge that night we lay, 
Where public oflfcers our charges pay 
Early next mom to Capua we came. 

The Appian way- diverged j Beneventum y and passed 
to the east of Capua, towards | through Caudium» 

Ilinc nos Cocceii recipit plenissima villa. 
Quae super est Caudi cauponas 

Then by Cocceius we were nobly treated ^ 

Whose house abo've the Caudian tavern's seated. ^ ' 



Caudium is the placewhere 
in the year 432 of Roniie,; 
the Roman army was defeat- 
ed in the defile called the 
Caudine forks. The B07 
mans were compelled by the 
Samnites to pass under the 
yoke. This event caused such 
a consternation at Rome that 
the tribunals were closed as 
in times of the greatest cala- 
mity, the consuls and officers 
who took part in the capt'* 



tulation were given up to 
the enemy who sent' them 
back to Rome. The village 
of Furchi beyond the 4*" 
rienzo, situated about... six 
miles from Caserta, se^ppis hy^ 
its name to be the spotVhq;np 
this event occurred^ > 

From Caudium , Horace 
followed the line of Bene- 
vehHum, and Gatitlskltn { Ca- 
nosa ) to Brundttsiuta^ (6riu« 
disi). -^ 
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tDwisrs^ iK# xTAipmid 



BY 



MONTE CASSINO 



JTbe principal and most fre- 
quent^ tOad to Naples is 
^at by the marshes^ Terra-- 
cina atid'Mola di Gafeta, btrt 
another has been opened (>f 
late yea;rs which aflbrds an 
opportunity of visiting the 
celebrated abbey of Monte 
Gassino. 

The first place of note is 
•< Valmontone ** situated on 
a hill at th^ foot of which 
fl«w« the river Sacco; ao 
cordibg to some antiquaries 
ibis town occupies the site 
of thb anx^i^t Labicum 
which by others is placed at 
Colenna. Valmoiitone is' si- 
tuated at the juncticmiof the 
Labioanand Latin W*ys« 

Fevehtinoy one of the ci- 
ties of the atteteiit Hemici 
contains, with the^ adjoitiirig 
village of Porciano > about 
8000 sOuls» lu the Vear 500 
of tlome the consnl Merula 
«stablished thi«^ c<Jony> and 



having remained fiiithful td 
Rome, the city preserved iti 
own lavrs* It presents nothing 
of interest except the walb 
which are of a very ancient 
Construction; 

At a distance of about 
eight miles is Frosinone, 
another town of the Hernici, 
It is situated on the top of k 
ste^p hill and contains abou^ 
7500 souls. 

On the right bank of th^ 
Liris which, after its junciion 
with the Sacto is called 
the Garigliano and form^ 
the frontier betv^cleil the Pa- 
pal and Neapolitan states, i^ 
die* abbey of 

^ Monte Cassino ., 

Founded in 529 by S. Be*' 
nedict it is the most atici$nt 
monastery of the Western 
Wcnddtln 589ttwasplundered 
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by the Lbmbardj^ WBMti^t I 
by the Saracens^ Having risen 
out of its ruins it suffered 
in after ages from the de- 
predations of the CisassL^vS'^ 
and Normans; whac r^emain^d 
of the venerable monument 
of S. Benedict was detroyed 
by the earthquakes of 1 349 
and 1649. The monastery 
was restored by several Popes 
and particularly by Urban V 
|i member of the BenedV:itine 
order, ., 

The lit^^ary , woijld is in- 
debted to . this , Abbey . ; foi? 
the pr^serva^iionj of jn^ny. liter 
rary works of antiquity* i In 
the XI century, the j^be 
Didier, a,fter\5rfir4s Pe^pe^Yic-. 
tpr m , employed the, ipopks 
in m£(kingcppies of:tb6:WQt*k^ 
of Ho'mer y Y}rwl , :Hora<5e , 
1?erence , the i asti of Ovidj 
th^ t^dj^U pf Theocritus. $nd 
^:WWJ <rfr^W greek a^d 
ktjn ^is^pri^i^ ^ he also pro- 
cured artists fro^n Conatantt-i 
npple, to ornament the : mo^ 
njistery with moaajcs) ajid 
thus prepared ^J>e reviyab^ 
this branch of art. 

The entrance into the mo- 
W hfasteryis by* a Ikrge dark 
grotto}supposed to have ser- 
yed a^ an habHatJofi to S^ Be- 
i^e^ict^ . . On , eaqh , si^Q of < th^ 
ataiirs .afi^ cq1(Oss94 ^tatu:es,of 
4ie,5ainl;^ oif 5, ScWlMttP*^ 



hU f^tety and tinder the 
arcade one of S. ABbondan- 
^ia, his mother. 

Tlie most remarkable works 
ill 4he/ diurch are: 
^ The-dl)or ordered at Con- 
stantinople by Didier bearing 
the names in silver letters 
ofthe lands , castles and vil- 
lages that once belonged to 
the Abbey. In the chapel of 
S. Gregory a painting by 
Mdizf^rapl^t teplreseiHis^ jS. 
Bene4i<;t/ The ipairt^dom 
of.3. tAodt'ew by ithe same 
a^rtist^' k.freisco of Giordano 
representing ;tbie consoeratiott 
of the churoh by Pope Alex- 
ander II. ' 

The high alt^r is adorned 

with marble and precious 

stones,, lajabf^st^rj, Verde e(nd 

nerq antiqo ,'lapisl,afi2uli and 

brocatello. It is placed iAb6ve 

the : subt^Ffiue^n ..-church 

whii^h contained the tombs 

of S. Bened^pt) and ia said 

tQ have' beea! ep^ecuted to 

tjbe designs, of Micbdeli Aut 

g^lo*. jit also cottt^ins' those Pf 

Gaidone Fieramo^fajjthe Us% 

I Pripoer/pf MignlftOi , . a^od of 

. P^etro » Ithe , ^n of . Loarenzo 

I |)^'Medici who wa^;drDwiied 

|inathfi;fiai?igUa|K>..' , 

; jjThe subterranean, church 

exiled k TjuMriaW the 

I bu^al plftpft Q? S, Bwedic^^ 
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and S, Haeida^titftitis pa$Dt- 
ings by Mdrco di Siena. In 
Ahe refect6i*y are the nral- 
tiplication of loaves^ com- 
inenced by Francesco Bas*- 
ssLtio and finished by his 
i>rother Leandro ; sixt^n 
figures by the cavalier d'Ar- 
pino which serred as models 
for those in mosaic now de^- 
corating the cupola of S. Pe- 
ter's. They represent our Sa- 
Yumr, the Madonna , S. John 
Baptist and the Apostles. To- . 
gether with . other works 
mese original figures were ': 
presented to the monastery 
by d'Arpino. 

The libifary of the con- 
vetit conuins about 18000 
volumes, many rare editions 
of the XV century and about 
800 original diplomas,' charts 
of empei'Ors , kings , dukes, 
and bulls of Popes dated- in 
the IX and XI centuries. The 
most ancient diplonia is that 
of Ajon, Prince of BeneVento, 
dated in 884, and; written | 
on parchment in Lombard 
characters. 

The site of the tower of 
S. Benedict is held in high' 
veneration. The chapel lined 
with mosaics and old paint- 
ings is said to have jbeen' 
-his cell; One -of tl^ «paint- ! 
ings represents the saint and 
the soul of his sister S.^Sclio- 



lastica, in the form of a dove 
ascending to heaTeu.The alta^ 
piece by Mazzaroppi, the;Ma<- 
^OBtna showing Christ to S. 
Benedict; three other paint- 
ings by artists of the early 
school , represent' sundry 
acUons of S. Benedict. 

At the foot of Monte Gas^ 
sino IS the town of.S. Ger- 
mane which contains alvti- 
ijoities. At the Crocefisso 
are remains of the ancient 
town , the exterior and stepa 
of the theatre and of the am- 
phiteatre called the Qolois^ 
aeum. 

Near S^Gennano is Arpino, 
the birth place of Cicero^ 
Arce was the residence of Ins 
brother Quintu^- whose villk 
was probably situated at 
^^ Fontana- Imona''*' where 
ezCavatioMs have producejl 
several sm^ll statues, bujsts, 
*vases, paintings and mosaics. 
Arpino is situated on tw6 
hills; the honse of Oicei*o 
is placed i^ anticjuanes at 
-the isola i Fibrena near tK^ 
-town ; that of Mariiui, also 
a native of Arpdno, atnhe 
Castelbx. The churches and 
private colleietiens of this 
tov\rn oontaiil numerous worlds 
.by d:'Arpfao^^ in the liOulie 
inhabitiad' by this artist >is a 
^patmitij^ twhichi represencs 
r^Aeton. t . 4 
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The Fociiie luke and val- 
ley, the isola di Soia with 
its pictuiresq^e cascade fop- 
.Jried by the Liris, are ohjecu 
of interest. The leniple si- 
ttiat^ oil the hill of S. Pietro 
IS a Boman work anterior to 
tlie conquest of Greece* It 
jcohsisis of three naves sepa- 
jrated by i 8 marble cotunms; 
the balustrade of the chair, 
adorned with mosaics and 
columns is! a work ofCosmati, 
a sculptor of Aome. 

The, first town in the t»r^ 
xitory of the " Marsi " is 
Carseoli, placed by Strabo 
on the Valerian way, and 
according to the itinerary of 
Aulonine 22 miles from Ti- 
bur. Its ffltnation in the midst 
of high; mountains , and the 
solidity of its walls, rendered 
it a military post under the 
Aepubblic. It still existed at 
the time of the Lombards , 
but the period of its destru- 
ction is not known. 

*<* Alba Fucensis "so called 
from its vicinity to the Fu- 
cine lake, occupied the sum- 
mit of diree bills on the 
highest of which stood the 
Aci*opoli»y and Mas destined 
£5r prisoners of rank. It is 
stated by Pliny Lib. xkv , 
iC.. xtv that it was the jdaoe 
of con6nement of Perseus , 
king of M acedon, and of his 



soil iUetander, the form^ is 
supposed t0 have ended l^ie 
his days after a captiyity of 
two or three y^qrs. liie walls 
of Alba, composed pf enor- 
mous poligonid blocks of cal- 
careous stone , are well pire- 
served. The view from the 
tojwn embraces the Fucine 
lake which is t6 miles in 
■diameter and is ^icircled by 
hills rising in amphiteatre , 
covered with . hamlets and 
villages. 

The emissary, of Claudius 
communicates with the Liris 
by a tunnel cut throught 
Monte Salyiano on a length 
of three miles ^ the mouth 
between Avezzano and Luco 
is 30 palms high and 1 5 wide. 
On each side of the moun- 
tain are nuinerons outlets 
cut orizontally .and vertically 
which communicates with 
others forming together an 
inclined plane, but several 
of these apertures have been 
filled up in process of time 
so that the waters no longer 
reach the principal channel. 
It is stated by Suetonius that 
30000 persons were employed 
on this works for the space 
of eleven years and that the 
Emperor Claudius celebrated 
iu eomfJetion by a. Nauma- 
chia composed of three tri- 
remes each called Sicilian 
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and Rhodian fleets monnted 
by men who were condemned 
to death; morituris te salu- 
tant was their exclamation 
when passing near the Em- 
peror. The signal of combat 
was given by a figure which 
represented Neptune rising 
from the lake and blowing 
a horn; ipedals were struck 
on the occasion many of 
which have been found near 
the emissary. 

The village of Luco, situa- 
ted on the ruins of the an- 
cient Angitia, derives its name 
from the forest sacred to the 
godcfess of the Marsi. The 
ruins of Angitia cover a 



25 
large space of ground about 
300 paces to the north west 
of Luco ; the walls composed 
of square blocks and irregu- 
lar polygons are 1 700 paces 
in circuit ; they have suffer- 
ed from time and the inun- 
dations of the lake. In the 
centre of the town are ruins 
of a doric temple. 

Several towns that belong- 
ed to the Marsi have com- 
pletely disappeared and no 
traces of them are to be 
found; of Auxantium the 
site is at Civita d'Antino, 
of fllaruv^ium at S. Bene- 
detto , of Cortinium at S, 
Pellino. 
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NAPLES. 



X^s Gty is sHaated in the 11* 54 40. East by the 
meridian of Paris , and at 40'' 51' 47'* latitude by the 
observatory of Naples. 

The town occupies a snceession of hills running from 
south to east round a bay 16 miles in length and breadth fop- 
miug the basin called the crater by the Neapolitans. This bay 
is terminated by two capes, that of Misenum to the right, 
of Minerva to the left, and is closed by the island of Capri on 
one side, by Procida and Ischia on the other. A part of the 
town extends to the west in the form of an amphitheatre 
on the hills of S. Ermo , Posilippo and Antignano; another 

!)art to the east is a plain from the ponte della Madda- 
ena to Portici. To the north it is surrounded by a ridge 
of hills which separate it from the Terra di Lavoro, or 
those fertile plains , the Campania felix , called by the 
Romans their richest patrimony. 

On the east stands Vesuvius, dispensing fertility in its 
eruptions, nor is any spot on a similar s^oe so densely 
peopled as its vicinity. Within right of Naples are the 
villages of Portici, Resina, Torre del Greco, ddrAnnun^ 
ziata , with the ruins of Herculaneom and Pompeii. On 
the other side the hill of Posilippo with the tombs of 
Virgil and Sannazzar. A branch of the Appennine towards 
cape Minerva embraces Castellamare^ Vico, Masea, and 
Sorrento the birth place of Tasso. 

The best situations to view the city are 1^ from the 
open sea whence it has the appearance of an immense am- 
phitheatre ; 2® from S. Martino , indndinff the town and 
the bay ^ 3** The observatory ; 4* The gardois of Portici 5 
i5* The Madonna del Pianto* 

The hills that surround the town are the produce of 
subterranean fires , but it is not easy to acplain their for- 
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mation. By some h is 8uppo9e4 tkatuD immense volcano 
once existed in tlife Tiitcidfc of the bay the traces of which 
are lost under the waters. By others that the Phlygreian 
fields constituted a chain of volcanoes and that another 
chain covered the spots noiw occupied by the hills of Po- 
silippo , Camaldoli, Vomero, Capo di Monte and S. Maria 
del Pianto. 

The soil is Composed' of Volccwifo afehes, of a period 
IWn l^c^yond anj hisjtorical i^ecqiyd^' wxed wjth the humup 
of the primitive vegetation; these. ashes consist of ^ilexi 
#lumea, pptash. Under this first stiralum is another formed 
chiefly of pozzolana j which covers an extensive b^d of 
^tafa particularly in Campania and the two principals 
ities \ this tufa forms the chief building material. Dispersed 
over the adjacent soil is a itooe called piperno a lighter 
substance than marble which- is- used for marbles and co^ 
Jumns; the pavement- of tire town is formed of the lavn 
nf Vesuvius, ' , 

Naples 18 well provided with water by means of 
aqueduGt^ which pass under the pav«Q)ent and w^re on 
twO' occasions the hi«ans of taking the city. The inOst 
ancienl conveys the water from the foot of Vesuvius to 
the Poggio Reale ; at the Porta Capuana by the canal at 
.Formcllo the qnartcrs of the Molo and Gastelnwovo are 
8upplied«^^ lu 1629 Cimirello^ an engineer, a^d. Carmi- 
gnano, a neapolitan gentleman made at their own expense 
a oanal '. which brings the waters of the Iscl^r^ through 
Maddalpni^ Ganeello and Acerra to Capo di Chino attd 
the tipper parts of the town. In latter times the Caserta 
waters have been added to this canah 

. The toi^vrn it ^bout.12 miles in circumference and is 
defended by three forts , the Gastel dell* XJovo , Castelr 
Naovo arid S. . Esino; 

The. population is estimated at 450 thousand soula, the 
greater part : of the houses have flat roofs forilning terraces^ 
the fintst fountains are those, of Monte Oliveto ati^ M^ina> 
the churches amount to about SCO ; they are filled ^NvHh 
ornaments but in point* of architecture aria inferior to those 
-of^other Italian, cttief. ' .i ' ■ ^ 
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This Volcano is ^ituftt^ b^tweeu two mpmuniits the 
Somma and the Oltajano* Though ^paratcd they hi^yf 
the 5ame ba^, whiph ie«d^ .to the^^uppositioo that' thejf 
were once united and thftt :diHr separation, aris^ frc^ 
emptiotis. The form of Vesavius i$ ^ cone , the perpeH" 
dicular height over the level of the sea 357 3^ feet, the 
drcutnfer encer of :the Asx^ ,mpmitains taken at ■ the hase 
30 miles» 

Three roads lead to t^ie sumMt: that of S. Sebasti^;^ 
to the north, of Ottajano tO the east., of ftesina t tb^ 
one Dfiofit freqilenled,'tQi|he w^t. At Resina are stationed 
guides ;vrho conduct V^ the era ter which is 56^24 feet, in 
circuipference. * ,. ^ >l 

The shape and surface of the crater are at times cdn<^ 
vex or concave; thq ci%)t ^^hich it ^3 i^mposed is formed 
by lava , scoriae , sand , ashes and other volcanic matters. 
Av the perbdfet of Eruption the lava ^eads pvei* the soil 
likle a torrent, forming ^miU hillocks in its course ^ aa^ 
when .deprived of its tiatiural hel^t it aasumea'the hardneM 
of maifble. . .' . : . , - .; 

i. The* ashes proceeding from an ei^ptiotn^ aire wme 
times carried to a coiisidera})le, distance by &e xVind* It 
is stated, by ancient vyri^ei*$ that i in tbie eruption, qf the 
year 7.9, these ashes reached Egypt and Syi?ia»: wl^l^ ui 
.that of 472, they w^re c»Wiedito G0nMantiepf)le^,i;n(ie31 
the heigbo of; the .jcoluma of ainoike thai issne4^frQixi 
the ciraler wa^ caiwlat^d, loibe SO i»ilei(y^and in, the 
eruption of 1759 X)MithQU^ndJtoi3e^ ;ajid!20i in diart^ter^ 

After ihw fir*fp«iett\^ NUbeAyear 79 oc<;urr$4 those 
<vf 203, Al2f :5l2i fl55,ria?^r tWq last is noted .i» .th^ 
chronicle of Mwitfe iCi^iw i> thoae./af ;»Q4»4.,1;13|^ /13Q& 
ISOO, and that^iof I'SSI^ w«t'eidift.gi'eftle*V/o^alI«<Mftte ^» 
^emher of thafe ye«r, ;vi(dw^ .subdd^/were :,f(EtM<»:i^^ 
v<4umesf of «teol«Jwubd ffrotttfitli* st^u^\ a< fcodjfj of ili^ilr 
i»g .w.aAe» .e(ihreted/the;f>laM>:c«Fmed ^aWfliy ,tJ5efi*^ 1*4 
houses aiid uptrt]tU^f7{i9Q)>p0««9P4 m^im.iiiif^y9ji^^f^t 
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ing towns and villages I on -its * passage. This eruption 
lasted until the middle of January 1632. 
' Other eruptiom occurred in 1660, 1682, 1694, 1698 
1701 which occasioned great devastation and were fol^ 
lowed by those of 1737, 1751, 1754,. 1759, 1760, 
1765, 1767. In that, of 1767 the earthquake was felt at a 
distance of twenty miles , the stream of lava was 300 feet 
wide and 24 deep. 

The eruptions of 1776, 1778, 1779, produced less 
damage; that of 1794 carried away houses and covered 
the plain near Torre del GreCO',' similar eruptions occurred 
in 1810, 1813, 1822, 1834. 

At H^rculaneum six separate sti^taiof ashes were found, 
a proof that the town , destroy^ by the eruption of the 
year 79, was covered by five subsequent eruptions. » 

History of the City. 

The origin of Naples is 'so ancient that it is lost in 
^ obscurity of &ble and in the most remote antiquity, but 
there seems to be little doubt that like all maritime regions 
it was inhabited, at a period beyond the reach of history^ 
by some oriental tribes; from the fertility of the soil it 
derived it^ name of Opicia , and all antiquity seems f> to 
^incide in asserting tnat a Syren named Parfftenojoe , 
*was the fii*st to Settle on these shdres, an assertion Which 
has been con^rmed by traditions, as images, festivals, 
games \ and inscriptions have been dedicated to her, and 
Isven a mausoleum' erected to her memory which ousted 
in 'Aie times of Strabo. iVelfl/?o/iV, i^it Panhenopes^ unius 
%Sitenibu^y sepuldkrunt osteftditttr.,'Bf3Lt who were these 
^renk? The ideas respiecting^themrleft by the' am^ients are 
extravagant and conbradictoi>y% By sonie'Eamelus, the fether 
vt»f Parfh^nope, whdm Martidi'elli t;o^siders asUUe leader <tf a 
JPb^ieikn'cdtdtff , ^ira'said c^be the 'fomideti>)$<th)B ^ity. B^ 
tith^rkn^fo^^lToUndteitiOii is^'andbut^ito Fafei4ds; one of the 
krgoi^^t^ , '4^(K) ^n^ar* )befive- the CShiisiia«L era, or to 
ffarcules i'''Mite6$^ ttnd i^lOi ito^Ulyises;^ It 4si p^abb that 
Ae r^l 4»imiU^'#e]^' (k^ili^olodiess> liie rel^iotir, Ian- 
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goage 9 CHrtoms and usages of Gi^eeee haTing been pre- 
served through a Ibng line of ages. Strabo, in ifae V nook 
of his gef^raphy, speaks of these colonies, and adds that 
the Gampanians, and snbseqaently the Cuifideans , todt 
possession o£ the city ^ giving to the quarter then inhabit 
ted the name of Neapolis ^ the new town , which has 
j^vailed over the ancient appdlation of Paleopolis. > 

In the year 433 B. G. Naples joined the^ confederacy 
of the Italian cities , remained the ally of Rome during 
the wars against Pyrrhus, Annibal ana Spartacns, and in 
the social war was esoempt from the general calamity. Wheal 
the Romans became masters of the then known worlds 
some of their principal personages selected Naples as their 
fatorite resort. Nisro^ aoc(»?di9g to Suetonius, sang at its 
theatre^ Glaudius lived, here, adopting the sieek costnme 
£E»r himself and his family. It was embeUisned and fort- 
ified by Adriafi in the year 130, by Yalentinian in.210» 
and in 308't under Gonstaatine it was ranked by its^siae 
as one of the chief ofties of the empire. 

Althou^ . Naples was ' a greds. city by language , 
goiremnaeiU.imd customs a >part of its population oonsisted 
6i Gampanians. It refused the Roman citizenship w^hen iiii 
thts year 663 of Rome the Lex.JuUa admitted to thts^ 
prerogative the Latins ;and their allies. Preservhig ito' liberty I 
andt independence, it. was. a jjace of refuge for the Rcmsan* 
esfSieB , atid enjulyttd tranquillky throughout, the period of 
the roiAan ^iB^e in the w^t^ the veadges of its greek - 
habits and language weve. still retained under the prances - 
of the ^OMse of Anjdu. 

.Diuittg the dedine of the ronuLn empife, Napl^ was 
celd>ra(^d fok* its theatrical ^ aniusc^ments , the palestra , 
gymnasium, thermae and its ponipo of paintings described 
by Philostrates.Gassiodorus calk it lib. yi cap. 23. 26, 
a populous and delightful city. 

At the fall of the Empire it Aared the fate of 
most of the Italian cities. It was oppressed by foreign arms, 
and torn by civil discords. In. one of. its forts Augustulus 
the last £mperor of Romie retired in 476, after his de- 
thronement by Odoi^cer who< imposed Iqs yoke on Naples.- 



Digitized by 



Google 



32 

: Wheh conquered by the Godit. k was Ikvg^ , wdH 
ibrtified and was gOTieraed byia Cou^rt But the forth of go* 
TeiinmeEit is imknowikw j It was beseige^ by Beiisar^us the 
general of JusUnien. whd gained po^essioa of th^ ^ace in; 
§36 by introduesng his troops thfon^h a subterranean, 
aqueduct;, they oommitted 4,h^ nios^t horfible excesses as 
relatedby Paul the Debcon (se^ Muratori t. . 1 p. 106)4 It 
Was afterward^ goirei^icd by Dukes sent from Conslanti- 
Bople»; The walls were rebuilt and enlai^d in 542; and the 
town was able to >esisc Tdtila, king of tbe^Goths to whom 
k surrendered an '545 i but who *u*.eated it with Kntnanity 
c6iiitenting hiniself with the demolidon of the walls. 
•f' 'The kingdom of the Goths ha?ipg supcnmbed under 
Narses, this gaieral' took possession of Naples in 555 , 
which becasme subject to the E^^archls, established at Bavenna 
10 567. Narses, finding his power limited by the «uthoriW 
orihese Exarchs revenged' hitnself; by (calling the Loinbards 
to the inreLsiOQ bf Italyy who fottnded^a powerful ' kingdom 
in the Northern provinces in- 566 y bat mef did not possess 
Naples which was governed by /Duk^^ name^ by the Em- 
perors of the East. fAn im^ge of a Republic exited under 
their protection > having its o^n laws, magistrates, and 
coining! its own imoney. According to Johnthilfeacon, thfe 
Dakes in 751 wereieleoted by the people' without' depen- 
dence on :;Costantinople} they, were' m^ely } the elfisfs of a 
free ' governmein under the title of Coimik or Dukes; fer 
some time their authority %3tteaded over tl](e DutcfeHes oi 
S<MTent)o and. Amalfi.. The walls w^e rebuilt as a defense 
against the Lombards who beseiged ! the city in vain in 
581^ but in 830 it became tributary to the Lombard 
prineesi pf Benev^nto, and in 1027 Was taken by Pan^ 
dolfo IV* Prince of Gapua, but at the end of three year^ 
Sergius, Dj:^ of Naples, regained possession by th^ aid of 
the Normans. ^ 

At this perKMl the country Was divided into small 
principalities ruled by the Popes^ by the Emperors of the 
west and east^ k division favoral>le to^ the^ conquests and 
settlement of the Normans. In 1139 Naples and the other 
towt9 of .the kingdom si^bmitted to Roger^ king of Sicily. 
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Hogsr came Id Napldl in 1140, 9bA havtiig measured the 
circait of the walb it was found to be 2363 paces, about 
two mfles and a halfl At this period finishes the private 
history of Naples which merges into that of the whole 
kingdonu 

An interesting part of this history are its deyebpments 
at different times down to the present day« 

The first perknl was the union of JVeapolis to Pa^ 
leopolis y the new , to the old town* The latter seems to 
have occupied the space comprized between the ancient 
port and the Porta Nolana* It was certainly near the 
port which was beyond a doubt under S. Giovanni Mag- 
giore. The town must have been situated on the hills 
near the present edifices called TAuticaglia, gP Incurabili, 
Ss. Apostoli y Duomo , Strada de* Tribunal! , S. Angelo a 
Nilo J S. Domenico , la Sapienxa. In all these sites histo- 
lians speak of greek constructions but they indulge their 
fancy too much when they attempt to fix the precise limits 
of the ancient walls which must, however, have been strong, 
as Annibal did not undertake the siege of the city. 

The second extension was under Augustus who pro- 
bably merely restored the walls and towers. 

The third under Adrian, and it appears by an 
inscription that new fortifications were added by the Em- 
peror Valentinian. It was enlarged by the Dukes in the 
direction of the coast* 

William I , the son of Roger, encreased the walls , 
built the Castello Capnano , which became the royal resi- 
dence , and formed into a castle the isle of the Snlvatore, 
MOW the Castel dell' Uovo. The Emperor Frederick II ad- 
ded lustre to the city by the restoration of studies. 

After his death in 1250 the Pope became master of 
Naples where he fixed his residence. The Emperor Con- 
rad , the son of Frederick , invaded Italy , took Naples by 
famine in 1253 and compelled the inhabitonts to destroy 
the city walls which were rebuilt by Pope Innocent iVL 

Charles I d'Anjou, after the death of young Conrad 
the last 6f the house of Swabia , with the assistance of 
the Pope usurped the royal power. He demoli<!hcd the castle 

5 
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ot Naples on the 'site of whidi lie biiilt < tli^ conyent of 
S. Agostmo della Zecca. In 1270 he enlarged the town 
towards the east , enclosing within the walls the G)ntrada 
del M ercato j and towards tne west began the Gastel Naovo. 
He drained the Fusari or marshy grounds between the 
walls and the sea, which now form the quartieriPendino 
and Porto. ' 

In 1300 under Charles n, by means of twelve de- 
puties elected by the citizens y the walls were, enlarged 
towards the west , and fortified near, the sea. The new 
walls commenced' at the porta Don Orso,.near S. Pietro 
a Majella , followed the line of Monte Oliveto , by J the 
present strada Toledo, the fontana Medina , and S« Ma- 
ria nuova. 

Under Jane II in 1425 they were encreased at the 
Dogana di sale near the sea. Many churches were built 
and monasteries founded by the princes of the house of 
Anjou. ( 

The population of Naples encreased by the introduction 
of silk manufactories under Ferdinand I of Arragon.In 1484 
the walls were considerably enlarged towards the east, from 
the church del Carmine to S. Giovanni Carbonara, enclosing 
the Strada Lavinail) and the Piazza del Mercato. They 
were fortified with towers of pipemo fitone, with ditches and 
contrescarpes by the florentine engineer Majano. The porta 
S. Gennaro was then built , the Gapuana transferred to its 
present 4te; the Porta Forcella became the present Porta 
Nolana, and the Porta del Gavmine was opened.- Over each 
of these gates was placed the equestrian statue of the 
king with the inscription Ferdinandus Rex itobHissimoe 
patriae. 

The Viceroy Pedro di Toledo prolonged the line of 
walls by the hill of S. Ermo to Castelnuovo , where they 
joined the Arragonese line, followed on to S. Sebastiano and 
then diverged by the porta dello Spii*ito Santo and the porta 
Medina and by the sides of the hill to the porta di Ghiaja, 
along the sea by Platamone, S. Lucia and the Arsenal to the 
mole where they joined the walls of Jane II. ,It was t|ien 
that the Strada Toledo was opened on the ditches of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



35 

Anjou walls. These walls of Pedro di Toledo were not 
built with piperno stone, but with tufa. The Porta Ca- 

imana was lined with marble for the entrance of Char- 
es V in 1535, and the Castello Capuano became the 
seat of the tribunals. 

On the accession to the throne of Charles de Bourbon 
in 1734, Naples became the principal city of Italy for po- 
pulation and wealth. Under this prince the port was enlar- 
ged 9 the bay fortified at various spots y the royal palace 
encreasedy that of Capo di Monte , the Albergo de' poveri , 
and the cavalry barrack , erected. 

The improvements of the city were continued under 
Ferdinand IV, and carried on extensively by the princes 
who occupied the throne till the fall of the empire of 
Napoleon. They chiefly consist of the new strada S. Carlo 
air Arena , the Mergeflina , Posilippo , del Campo , Capo 
di Monte , the public walk at the Chiaja , the large piazza 
before the palace, the botanic garden, the museum, aca- 
demy , observatory , various establishments of education , 
schools of design and arts. 

These improvements have been continued by Ferdi- 
nand II of the house of Bourbon , the reigning sovereign 
of the Two Sicilies , who succeeded to the throne in 1 830. 
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CHROnfOLOGT 

OF THE 



j4. D. 

1130 Roger founder of the monarchy. 

1154 Guglielmo 1 sumamed the Bad. 

1166 Guglielmo II » the Good. 

1189 Tancredi, Conte di Lecce, cousin of the last. 

1194 Guglielmo III son of Tancredi. 

1194 Henry V , son of the Emperor Frederic I , the 
husband of Costanza , daughter of Roger. 

1197 Frederick L 

1250 Conrad f W« Son. 

1258 Manfredi , the brother -^ Conrad tutor of the 
f minor CoMrad and king wh«n the latter was 
I fidsely reported to be dead. With these finishes 
the faoQse of Swabia. 

Ifatueof Jlnjou^ 

1266 Charles I. 

1285 Chfrtlfes IL, his son. ; . . ( 

iSQA Rob^t>«qn of Charles II. 

1343 Jane I dav^kter of Charles , Duke of Calabria , 
niece of AoborL » 

1382 Charles III de Duott. > ! 

1386 Ladifllasy iia sobu . . , 

1414 lane It, die sistei^ of Ladklks. 

1435 Bi^e d' Adjoii, adopted fay Jaoe IL 

House of jirragan^ 

' ' ' ' . i .'• V ■ ■ ■ • ' 

1441 Alfonso I , sumamed the Magumime , adopted by 
Jane II. 
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1458 FerdinandM of Afrlig<m y: the natural son of Al- 
fonso L 

1494 Alfonso II. ;: , 

1495 Ferdinand II by the abdication of his father Al- 

fonso n. • 

1496 Frederick, the brother of Alfonso II. 
1503 Ferdinand III , sumamed the Catholic* 

KINGS 

OF THQE ' , 



1516 Charles of Austria , V of the Emperors* • 

— IV of Naples; 

•'. ..i.^ . J,.^. / ;_^ -r 11 of -Sicily , 
" ' <'- ■ •' • '■ ' ■> ■■'■*■ ' I of' Spain, the successor 
t ' '■ . ' of Ferdinand the Catholic, 

his maternal grandfather. 
1554 Philip I (in Spain II) son of Charles V. 
1598 Philip II (d. » ^rU) «on of the I Philip. 
1621 Philip m (d. y> IV) 
1665 Charles IV (d. » H ) Sicily III. ^ 
1700 Philip IV ( d. » V ) 4on of . the < Dauphin de' 

^ * France^ and- grand sou of 
,-■■ . ' i> ■-.:.. I . ■..' ^ •>Loms XIV. ■• . . - 
1707 Charles V of Naples (Emperor: VI ) 
1734 Charles de Bourbon, jwn ;df Phflip V. 
1759 Ferdinand IV of Naples , IIJ of Sicily by the abdi- 
cation of ChaUes de^ Bourbon Ins father^, 
aikd in virtue* of , the trefiity <if '^Vienna ib.. 
1815 , Ferdinand I , of the Two Sicilies. 
1825 Francis I, hisvsoflUA v.. ^t^ .. \ 
1830 Ferdinand II, son of Francis I, the present 
v' ■■' . . M. , isorereiga. ^. .'•• ' . -• -n :- •'■'.•'., J 

• It ';..'! 
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CHRONOLOGY 

OF THE ' 

VttiB inlets.- ■ ■ . 

538 Belisarius, G»pitain General fior the Emperor Justinian 

998 Molacco , for the Emperor Michele Gatalaico* 

1220 Tommaso d' Aquino , for Friederick I. 

1228 Rinaldo Alemanno 

1249 Angelo della Marra ' 

1258 Rinaldo d' Aquino for Manfredi. 

1348 Corrado Lapo for Louis king of Hungary. 

1351 Galeazzo Mai a testa * for ditto 

1386 Tommaso Sanseverino for Louis II of Anjou, 

1390 Francesco di Borgo for Ladislas. 

1406 Floridasso Ladro 

1421 Braccio di Fortebraccio. for Alfonso and Giovanna. 

1422 Egidio Safitera for Alfonso. 

1423 Conte di Buccino for Giovanna and Louis III. 

1438 Giacomo del Fiasco for Rene 

1439 Antonio Galora for ditto 
1442 Aron , or Aravo Cibo for ditto 

Confirmed by Alfonso. 

1494 M. de Montpensier for Charles VIII. 

1502 Due de Nemours for Louis Xll. 

1502 Consalvo di Cordova for Ferdinand the Catholic. 

1507 Giovanni d' Aragona for ditto 

1508 Antonio Guevara for ditto 

1509 Raimondo di Cardona for ditto 
1523 Carlo di Lanoia for Charles V. 

1527 Ugo di Moncada 

1528 Ffliberto , Principe d' Orange 
1530 Cardinal Pompeo Colonna 
1532 Pietro di Toledo 

1534 Cardinal Paessecco 

1555 II Duca d'Alba 

1558 Cardinal della Cueva 
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1559 Duca di Alcala. 

1571 Cardinal di GranvelaJ 

1575 Indico Mendoza. 

1579 Principe di Miranda. 

1582 Duca d' Ossuna. 

1595 Enrico di Gasman d'01ivare«. 

1599 Ruiz di Castro, Gente di Lemos* 

1603 Conde di Beuavente, 

1610 Pietro di Castro , Conte di Lemosr 

1616 Duca d' Ossuna. 

1620 Cardinal Borgia e-Velasco* 

1620 Cardinal Zapatta. 

1623 Alvarez di Toledo, Duca d' Alba. 

1631 Duca di Alcala. 

1636 Gonde di Faentes. 

1644 Gusman, Duca di Medina* 

164& Almirante di Castiglia. 

1648 Ponz di Leon, Ducm d'Arcos# 

1653 Conte di Ognatte, 

1659 Conte di Cafrillo. 

1664 Conte di Pignorada. 

1666 Cardinal Pasquale d'Aragona* 

1671 Pietro Antonio d'Aragona. 

1672 Marchese di Villalranca» 
1675 Marchese di Astorga* 
1687 Marchese di Carpino. 
1693 Conte. di Santo StefanOr 
1695 Duca di Medina Celi. 
1702 Duca di Asclona. 

1707 Conte di Martinez. 

1708 Conte di Daun. 

1708 Cardinal Grimani. 

1709 Carlo Conte Boromeo. 
1715 Conte di Daun. 
1719 Conte di Galas. 

1719 Cardinal Sclirattembach. 

1721 Marc' Antonio Principe Borghese. 

1721 Cardinal di Attiliana. 

1728 Cardinal Porta Carrero. 

1733 CoiUe di Arrach. 

1734 Giiilio Yiscoiui, CoiJte (Iflla Pievr, the last Viceroy. 
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MAPLES- 



Jin its civil and municipal administration Naples is divi- 
ded into i2 quartieri 1<* S. Ferdinando: 2** Chiaja: 3** Monte- 
Calvario: 4** Dell' Avvocata : S*' Delia Stella: 6» S.Carlo 
all' Arena: 7® della Vicaria: 8** del Mercato: 9® del Pen-» 
nino : 10® S. Lorenzo: 1 1 ** S. Giuseppe: 12** di Porto. These 
twelve quartieri are under the direction of an intetidente 
a sindaco and twelve eletti ; the sindaco is the chief of 
the municipal admin istvalion , the eletti of each quartiere 
who exercises the functions in company with tWo aggiunti. 
To each quarter is attached a conciliatory judge, and a 
judge of the circondario\ the fom>er decides cases to tha 
amount^ of 20 ducats, from which there is no appeal, but 
the appeal is authonzed in cases to the :exte^t of 300 
ducats. To each quarter is attached a commissary of po- 
lice ,' four inspectors of the first and two of the second 
class; a chancellor and two vice-chancellors. These ara 
under the orders of a prefetto the principal agent of the 
ordinary police who is assisted in his functions by a 
commissary and eight insjiectors* 

SI. 

' ' Quartiere S^ Eerdinando^ 

This quarter consits of the Strada del Molo ^ Piaz- 
la del Castello, Yico , Gohcezione , Strada and piazza dei 
Spagnuoli, Piazza Concordia, Salita suor Orsola, Via S. Car 
terina xii Si^na , Strada di Chiaja , Piazza Yittoria; and 
along the shore to the Strada del Molo. 

6 
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We will commence Our description by the 

Palazzo Reale. 

The sovereigns of the houses of Anjou and Arragou 
resided in castles as was customary in those days. Under 
Pietro di Toledo, viceroy of Charles V, the first royal pa- 
lace was erected, it communicated with the y> Castel Nuovo » 
and is known as the » Palazzo vecchio ». It was the re- 
sidence of Carles V when he returned from his African ex- 
pedition. The style of building is worthy of notice as it 
shows the taste and • economical habits of that period* It 
had its fortifications; the great gate stood between two 
towers , while in front there was a ditch and a draw bridge 
and the building was terminated with battlements* 

PhilipIII, of Spain, having decided on visiting Naples^ 
the new wing "was added on the designs of Domenico Fon«* 
tana , by the Viceroy the Count de Lemos in 1 600. 
The principal fa9ade fronts the west. It is composed of 
three orders of architecture, on a length of 520 and height 
of 1 10 palms. The three entrances are adorned with granite 
columns of a fine proportion. To the south the palace fronts 
the sea ; under it is a wet dock that communicated with 
the palace by a covered bridge which was pulled down 
in 1838 , and replaced by a way commencing at the foun- 
tain of the cavalier Cosimo. On this side it terminates in 
a long and handsome gallery . On the north side is the 
San Carlo theatre. 

The principal entrance by the fafade leads to a court 
yard surrounded by a double row of porticoes ; the stair- 
case , of a prodigious size, was built in 1651 under the 
viceroy conte di Ognatte* 

Around the chapel is a portico with tribunes ; the 
one facing the altar , reserved for the royal family , is 
dec(»*ated with pietre dure and gilt cojmer finely execu- 
ted which supports the statue of the » Conception » by 
Fansaga* 

The large hall near the chapel, called the hall of the 
viceroys , once contained the portraits of the governors 
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of the kingdom; these commenoed with Consaho di 
Cordopa and finished with the Count Daun; they were 
painted by the cavaliar Massimo and Paolo di Matteis* 
These portraits have been taken away and the hall ia 
now decorated with casts from the colossal statues in 
the museum. 

The frescoes are by artists of the Neapolitan school. (kH 
renzioy Solimena , Francesco la Mura , Bonito. In the large 
gallery are the ^ Yergine » and the » Padre Etemo » by 
Kaphael; the four seasons » Guido Reni; 39 the shop of 
S. Joseph , the yisit of S. Joachim and s. Elisabeth » by 
Schidoni ; » Orpheus by Caravaggio; » Alexander Famese 
by Titian s> the Samaritan by Lavinia Fontana , and in 
the hall of the ministers the dispute with the doctors 
by Caravaggio; >» Atalanta and Hippomenes - Guido Beni v 
The dream of s. Joseph - Guercino. 

In the yellow hall an Albano representing Rebecca. 

The piazza before the palace was begun in . 1 81 0« 
On the spot where four convents once stood two laige 
symmetrical palaces have been erected, the palace towards 
Chiaja is by Laperuta; the facade of the opposite palace is 
of the same style. In the centre of the piazza are the bronze 
equestrian statues of Charles and Ferdinand de Bourbon. 
The horses and the statue of Charles are by Canova; the 
statue of Ferdinand by Call, a Neapolitan sculptor ; These 
highly finished works are the largest equestrian statues that 
exist. Opposite the royal palace is a temple dedicated to 

S* Francesco di Paola. 

It consists of three churches which communicate in** 
temally and was built by Bianchi in the form of the Roman 
Pantheon, the Rotunda being of nearly the same size; 
the front, of the Doric order, is supported by ten column^ 
and four pilasters all of Carrara marble , a double range 
of forty four columns and an equal number of pilasters 
form a semicircular portico, the chord of which is 500 
feet ; these columns and pilasters are of lava taken from 
the solfatara near Poziuoli.^ The friezes and capitals art 
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of a yellowish calcareous st^oiie' found at Gdeta. It is the 
hiteniion of Governemeot to erect iriarMe statues on all 
these columns , those ahready placed at the extrenaities re-, 
present christian virtues. The interior is finely decorated 
and amongst other paintings coot^ns one by Camuccini. 

The strada del Gigante leading to the sea is so called, 
from a colossal statue of Jupiter Terminalis placed at 
the entrance the bust of which was found atPozzuoli. It 
is now in the Museum. 

,The palace at the corner of this street , and of the 
piazza, belonging to the prince of Salerno, contains se- 
veral paintings by celebrated masters : Daniel in the Lion's 
den , a Jeremiah , Christ led to Calvary by Salvator Rosa: 
A Madonna by Cignani : Venus with Cupids , Night and 
sleep, Aurora by Annibal Caracci: Deposition from the 
Cross « Guercino : The same subject « Daniel da Volterra; 
The archangel Raphael » Agostino Caracci : The Madonna 
della. Pace « Guido Reni: The crown of thorns « Leonello 
Spada. 

In the street leading from the piazza to that of the 
Gastel Nuovo is the 

Teatro 5. Carlo. 

This large afnd splendid theatre was built in 1737 
by order of Charles de Bourbon on the designs of Ame- 
ti^ano in the shprt space of 270 days when the first opera 
was represented. The facade was added in 1810. Destroyed 
by fire in ISlSin which the facade remained uninjured, 
it was rebuilt on a more convenient plan and is celebrated 
amongst modern theatres by its size and magnificence* It 
is 286 palms long, 133 broad, and has spacious steps and 
corridors. The interior is 114 palms long, 102 wide and 
78 in height with six tiers of boxes. Near the theatre is 

The Castel Nuovo. 

A fortress surrounded on all sides with ditches and 
tbefences.. It wds built by Charles of Anjou about 1283 
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on the designs of GIofaBm.Pisano, and was cbosen as 
the royal residence ' from its proximity to the sea, and its 
situation out of the walls. It. was improved hy Alfonso I' 
of Aragon -v^^ho added round towers and an esplanade. In 
i 546 i the large tower n^ar» the mole was destroyed by an- 
explosion of the powder magazine on which occasion the 
Viceroy rebuilt this tower' and two other bastions, widen-> 
ed the ditches and enereesed the outward forti6cations«' 
In 1838 these ditches were made narrower to give greater 
width to the street leading to thle Mole, the only Ara-* 
gonese bastion that now remains is situated at the angle, 
of the piazza Gastello. Other fortifications were raised in 
1 734 by Charles de Bourbon who aUo built the wall along 
the dock. 

Between the two towers is a triumphal arch in marble 
erected by the city to Alfonso, decorated with statues and 
bas reliefs^ to commemorate his triumphal entry into Naples. 
The hoirsemen ^re armed according to the costume of those 
times, thestatuies of three saints placed at the top , saiff 
to be by Merliano , were added by Pedro di Toledo, the 
Viceroy. It is interesting in the history of art , not for its 
architecture but for the elocution of the ornaments which 
in some instances , show taste and beauty. -The spot ori- 
ginally selected for its site was near the Duomo, where 
the Aguglia of S. Gennaro now stands , but the public 
advantage yielded to that of a private individual whose 
Windows it would hkre deprived of light , and instead 
bf being: an ornament to the town, it is now lost in 
obscurity. Passing throng the arch the piaiEza is enterec| 
through a bronze gate by Giovanni Monacb onwhidi are 
represented the victories . of Ferdinand I over the rd^elliou* 
barons and Giovanni d' Anjoa. On the Piazza is the church 
of S. Barbara adorned with maihles and paintings. In the 
choir is ^an adoration of the Magi said to be the first painting; 
in oil of Joan de Bruges, by Whom it was sent to Alfonso* 
The heads of the three Magi- were repainted by Solario 
who sobstilAifed to the , dri^iial heads the. portraits of 
Alfonso , of Ferdhund iand of 1|is seni Behind die choii; 
^ a windiv^ stair case .o£ i15& steps/ if^ch leads to the 
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belfry. It was built by Pisano; tbe last step commands 
a view of the whole flight of steps. At the Torre S. Vin- 
oeuzo iis another curious stair case. 

The apartments to the right of the church were 
the residence of the kings of the houses of Aojou and Ar- 
ragon. One room has been conrerted into a chapel dedi- 
cated to S. Francois de Paule in memory of his interview 
with Ferdinand I. The stairs to the left lead to the hall 
of arms 100 palms long. It is here that Pope Gelestine 
abdicated in 1294, and that the kings of the house of 
Aragon gave their festivals. 

The Dockj and ArsenaL 

The ancient marine arsenal was once situated on the 
site of the present custom house , but the sea having re- 
tired on that part, the present arsenal was built in 1577 
by the Viceroy Mendoza and the dock added in 1668. 

- Molo. 

The ancient port of Naples was in the street still 
called Porto , at the foot of the church of S. Giovanni 
Maggiore. The new port, at some distance, is formed by 
a mole built by Charles II of Anjou in 1 302 , which was 
enlarged under Alfonso, and the Duke d'Alba, but chiefly 
under Charles de Bourbon who in 1 740 extended it 1^ 300 
palms to the east. It is terminated by a small fort in which 
are magazines for the disarming ot ships. It formed one 
of the fiivourite walks of the town , but in 1 792 it was 
dosed near the light house. 

The Mole is the place of reunion of the eitempoi^ 
poets and venders of quack medicines ; on it once stood a 
lountain with bas-reliefs and four statues by Giovanni da 
Nola , called by the people le quattro del Malo \ these 
fine works were carr^ away by the Viceroy Pietro d'Ata- 
gona to ornament his gardens in Spain. 

The large and irr^ular Piazza del Gastellp derives iti 
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name from tlie Castel NnoTO ^ itt only decollation is the 
building occupied by the public administrations, called the 

Palazzo delle Finanze. 

This edifice, of a qaadrandular form, was begun in 
1818 and finished in 1826 on the designs of the architect 
Goss. The pmcipal front on the Largo del Castello is 
about 270 ^t in lengdi; the one ovenooking the Via di 
Toledo 320 , those on the sides 464 each. The three Isrge 
entrances are surmounted by three rows of seventeen wind- 
ows each. This edifice insulated in its position , and of 
a ({uadrangular form is occupied by the finance, the trea- 
sury , the police departmenu and by the exchange. In 
the aCrada del GaleUo leading from the piazza to the Via 
•Toledd is the church of S. Brigida erected in 1610. The 
paintings of the cupola and angles are among the best 
works of Giordano* The cupcia in reality is merely a 
space 18 palms deep. It appears to be a real cupola by 
the magic efiect of his pencil. The painting over the hieh 
altar is by Farelli ^ of the other altar pieces one is by the 
<^avalier Massimo and three, including the S. Nicholas 
in the style of Paul Veronese , are by Giordano who waa 
buried in this church in 1702. 

Near the Palaazo Reale is the church of S. Ferdinand 
which was built by the Countess de Lemos for the Jesuits. 
The frescoes of the cupola and ceiling are by de Matteis* 
The statue of David was commenced by Lorenzo Vaccaro 
and finished by his son DomenicO who executed the Mi>3es^ 
the painting near these statues is by Solimena* 

Over the piazza of the royal palace is the Pizzo- 
falcone, a steep hill inaccessible to carriages excepting 
by the two streets near the palace portico, in the street 
to the left is the « Consulta generale del regno >» placed 
in the former convent called the « Solitaria w. The origin 
of the word Pizzo&lcone is unknown ; at a remote period 
the hill was called Echia ; under the Aixa^onese kings 
it was a forest , and is now one of the most fayourite 
residences in Naples. 
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^ The pdlace' situated^OB' tbb 'liill coi^taim {f^ effieto 
topografico which IS divided into t\4ro sections* The first 
the construction and engraving of the geographical, hydro- 
graphic and topographic maps of the kingdom , a cabinet 
of instruments and an observatory. The second consists of 
k library/ a collection of maps , a printing oflSce, a cal- 
cography and lithography iwith jnddels 6f the strong places 
of the kingdom. t • .i 

The qonvent of the Egiziaba y situated on this hill 
and now suppressed-, was founded. about: 1660 by some 
nuns of another monastery medr Jthe At^tuujuata^ li con- 
tains some paintings by de Malteis. . ) < 

The Nunziatella was formerly a.riavidate of tl^ Jesuits 

Ibuilt for them by a lady in 1588^, It was restored. in 1730 

on the designs of Sanfelice , .iLodi deooratt^d with > mftrbles, 

gilt stuccoes ind paintings by the h^st artists of > the day. 

fl?he fresco on the. ceiling is. by Francesco da Mura. 

When takto from the Jesuit^ « it .was changed into a 
college; for the youths of the, nobility ; to this ^vas substi- 
tuted the military cpUege ^ once the polytechnic schooL 
It contains 102 pupils , 60 at the expense of government 
who are instructed in literature, mathematics and the chinip 
deal sciences , topography and fortification. 

After the strada Monte di Dio which is wide and well 
built, is the church of Santa Maria degli Angeli, >erected 
•in 1600 on the designs of Grimaldi, the painting oti the 
cupola is by BenAsca. It ^contains works by Massimo, Gior- 
idano, and a fine holy family by Andrea Vaccaro. This 
4^hurch merits a !better facade in which all the finest 
churches of Naples are deficient. 

At this spot the Pizzofalcone communicates with the 
liUl of S. i Ermo by means of the Chia^a bridge which was 
built in 1634; it is of a rough and bold style and in 1 835 was 
covered' with stuccoes and lined with marble bas*rdliefs. 

The quarter of S^ Ferdinando continues on the slope 
jof thp S* Ermo hill pn. which are various churches^ In that 
^f S. Moisia. d^Ua Salvazione, are .some ^igood paintuigs. Ci- 
ariUo the jurisconsult Bud Gtacomd Martorelli, the. anti- 
quary, were buried in this church. In that called the 
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jkosario d)el Palazzo , formerly a Domenican convent , ii 
a good painting by Bonito« This convent is now the 
Reale Sumperia instituted by king Charles de Bourbon 
from the presses of which issued the publications of the 
Herculaneum Academy. It now tojoys the privilege of 
printing tlie laws , codes and acts of govemement j the 
papyri and antiquities of Herciilaneutn. 

S. Maria della Gon<iotdia belonged to ihe Carmelite 
monks; it is How a prison for debtdrs. In the church built 
about 1560, and restored in 1718 are three paintings by 
Ribera ; one by de Matthei^l. 

S. Maria della Speranzd or the Speranzella contains 
a painting by Fr^ncantano placed over the high attar 
and in the chApels, others by Giordano , and the elder 
Bassano. In the church called the Trinita degli Spagnoli, 
there is nothing retnarkable. 

The quartiere S. Ferdindndo continues by the strade 
del Gigante, S. Lucia, and Platamone to the base of the 
Pizzofalcone hill t At the end of the Strada del Gigante 
is a fountain by Carlo Fansaga the son of the celebrated 
Gosimo, erected in 1590 with the recumbent statue and 
Tritons. 

The Piazza S. Lucia is decorated with fountains ;• 
6ne with an arch is supported by two statues, with bas- 
reliefs representing Neptune and Amphitrite; the other, 
sea gods disputing for a nymph they have carried away. 
These works are by Auria and by Merliano. 

Near the church of S. Maria della Catena bmlt in 
1576 by the fishermen of this quarter are the sulphureous 
waters of S. Lucia used by the inhabitants in the summer 
months. This street leads to the one called Platamone or 
more generally Chiatamone a word derived by Martorelli 
from the greek platamon, used by Petrouius when speaknig 
of Naples ; by others from a plantation of plane trees. 
Neai* tl|e royal Casiiio ave the spiting^ of iniflieral water 
called ac^fua ferrata: In the Croo^tle church, now S. Ma*-; 
ria a CappeUa, are paiiitiiigs byde Matteis. 

Out the Strada OnAMimdAe is the Castel delPOvo so 
named from its oval £gtti«e ;' it is joined to the mainland 
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by a bridge 800 pal mis long and appears to Iikve been; 
detached irom the promontory of Pizzofalcone which musV 
have been much larger- in size but is diminished by the 
action of the waves. It is called Megaris by Pliny, Me-- 
galia by Statius; when it belonged to the Benedictine 
monks , it was named the Isola del Sal va tore. To these 
succeeded the nuns of S. Sebastian* Under William I it be- 
came the Gastel LucuUano , the name of a castle in the 
vicinity destroyed by the people in the IX century ; the: 
fortifications were encreased under Frederick I, and in 1221 . 
this emperor held in it a general parliament. It took its^ 
present name under the Anjou dynasty. Within the castle 
n a spring of fi^esh water and at the eastern extremity; 
a strong battery. 

The strada Platamone continues along the shore, and. 
after the cavalry barracks takes the name of Vittpria from 
the church of S. Maria della Yittoria situated at the foot 
of the Echia hill. It was erected in 1571 to commeooMO-, 
iHate the victory of Don Giovanni d' Austria at Lepanto ; 
on its side is a cavern , one of the Platamone grottpes 
excavated under the monte Echia , or Pizzofalcone ; thei 
largest of these grottoes was probably opened to obtain; 
t^e tufa used for building and subsequently served as a 
temple dedicated to Serapis. It is now used to make cables* 
^nd called the Grotta de^ funari* 

At a short distance is the church of S. Maria a cap-; 
pella veccliia containing, over the high altar, three fine' 
^tues by Santacroce and behind it various very old , 
paintings. ,- 

•M .' • . .... § 11. ; 

I 

r Quaf*tiere cU Chiaja. . c 

•, : .This piart ()£ the. town, placed betwe^i the quarters' 
S. Ferdinands and Hotitacftltario .comprises the largo 'della 
Vittoria , the strada ' S^ta ' Cal^^riiiA (di r Sien& , atid tha^r 
of S. Orsola 'which divide it frop»,The former. The talite 
3. Wimlh auid diel iP^terf joj frpip lie feifcerc* as it is shdi««e4[ 
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from thc^ liorth wiilds by a liiie of hills with the open 
sea to the south , it is the part of Naples selected hy 
foreigners for their residence 5 the word Chiaja is applied 
lo the shore between the hills of Pizzofalcone and Posi- 
lippo ; it was called plaga oljmpica by the ancients , in 
thfe middle ages plaja or plagia whence the Italian words 
plagia or spiaggia 5 in the neapolitan dialect pia is often 
Changed into chia , the gia in ja^ 

Along the riviera di Chiaja is the public walk called 
the Villa Beale , which nature and art have united in 
(embellishing. Its lenghth is 4500 palms, and the breadth 220 
divided Into five alleys by acacias , oaks and willows. > 

In the centre are a splendid fountain which falls into 
ia large granite baSon of a single piece , four lateral foun- 
tains , copies from some of the finest statues of antiquity^ 
flower gardens, and coffee houses. This first part of the 
villa was laid out in 1780. 

^ ' The second part dates ffom 1807, and consists of a 
wood with winding alleys, grottoes, a gallery f^ing th^ 
sea, two small temples dedicated to Virgil and Tasso, and 
othe^ graceful ornaments. 

In 1834 by a further extension of 1500 palms it was 
carried on to Posilippo. 

The statues that decorate the Villa Reale are: 

The Apollo Belvedere; Silenus holding in his arms 
the infant Bacchus to protect the son of Jupiter and Semele 
from the anger of Juno. Antinous , the favorite of Adrian 
who was drowned in the Nile and subsequently deified^ 
Faun , holding a lamb on bis shoulders. 

The dying Gladiator, supposed by Visconti and Nibby 
to be a Gaul : By Winkelman , Poliphontes , the herald 
of Laius , killed by ^dipus. 

In the middle of two elliptic vases are groups repre-? 
senting a labour of Hercules and Papirius , the other 
Hercules and jinteus , the giant 40 cubits high who 
challenged strane^ers to the struggle in the sands of Libia 
is strangled in tne arms of Hercules. Ovid represents Al- 
eides holding Anteus under his left arm and strangling 
him with his right hand. 
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The group opposite rejiresents a ;sAcrifice« It coi^tf 
pf two figures one holding a cup ini which are graii^ 
pf iacense and leans on another adult figure , a sniall ara 
i$ lighted with a lorph and another torch is turned toward^ 
^e ground , a small female figure is placed near it. 

The fighting gla4iatory a istatpe jm which the perve^ 
^nd musfJes a|*e well expreisedy 

A few steps distant is the jolly ffod, the conqueroy 
pf the Gaiiges, oaochus h(4dipg 9 hupcn of grapes and the 
left side covered with the JYeirides'^ beneath the jtrunk 
which is f ptwjned yriik YWS }ie3 ihe papther, the emblen^ 
pf this godr 

Jin the middle pf a hason coyered with products from 
Vesuvius rises ^he goddess Ceres or Flora; her dres^ 
ponsists of a long garment, a garland encircles her brow, 
^n hep! hand is a hunch of ^oweirs ^ an expression of joy 
sit? on her face^ 

Jn the central fountain U a popy of the celebrated 
group pf the Farnese bull; the original by ^polloniu^ 
and Tauriscu^ of Rhodes is in the musepm* It represents 
Dirce tied by her hair to the Yxoyvts of a bull by Zetus 
an4 AmphioQ l^h^ 9ons pf Liciiis , )ung of Thebes, to re- 
yenge their piother Antiope fo^ an ipsult received from 
Dirpei the beautiful ^apite pup is supported by four 
lions castipg put wate^: f iqi the angles , ppder the ^rm of 
herme? , are the fpur sea^ns^ ffear it is another Flora 
^uppos^d by Wipkelmiap tp re|>resept pne pf the hours, 
and by Yi^cppti, an iniage of Hope^ 

'fhe next grpup repesepts the Jtape of Proserpine 
in which piutp , inqicafed 1^"^ the panics tha( spread on 
fSji sides, cap*ies her aw&y. in ^rippiph* 

Hercule^ and the Nemoean Uon\ the god hts }aid aside 
his how 9pd arrows , arms (hat are useless against an in- 
vulperaHe ivild l>^$t ap4 trust? to the sole vigour of hia 
pwn liipbs^ AU the mopupients that |*epresent this pombat 
offer the sanie piode of action*, the aniipal is struck down, 
l^ercules kneels op its back and rends its mouth. 

In two elliptic vases are gropps representing , one n 
rnpp , (he other a sacrifice. 
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Tli€ group composed o£ tb^ee figu3res represents the 
fi.ape erf Sgina. The figure below is trampled upon by 
the one tKat bolds the young girl whose eyes are turned 
towards her defender* 

The next group represaats Orestes and Pjlades. On 
quitting Phocide for Argos in order to revenge the death 
of his father Agamempon , Orestes is $ccompanied by Py- 
lades , his inseparable friepd. A dancing Faun , holding 
the cymbal , the invention of which is attributed to the 
Curetps ^ttd to the people living near Mount Ida in 

A Satjr tied to the trunk of a tree, on ope side, of 
which is a lion's skin; the front part is covered with a 
)3ranch of oak^ The next ffercules and Ilus applying fot 
food to a shepherd. 

The statue opposite represents the son of Semele; 
feding the first effects of the venge^|^ce of Nessus; 

. Hercules killing LycaSf While building a temple to 
Jupiter at Ceuea , he was joej by Lycas a youth sent by 
Dejanira to present the garment tinged witn the blood of 
the centaur Ne^sus; scarcely had he put it on when he 
was seized with a burning fii*e which rendered him furious; 
having discovered the pause he threw Lycas with such 
violence against a rock that \ke was dashed to pieces. 

At the extremity of an alley, leading to an imitation 
of an epglish cottage , ure statues of Faun copied from 
that of Praxiteles , apd of Apollo from that of liejas 
in the CapitoU 

The small femple ereet^ to Virgil is composed of 
six isolated columns, two piksters and the poet's bust. 
Over the door are some frescoes taken from Herculaneum 
of a good jstyle and lively oolouring. 

A fountain to the left is lined with matters from 
Vesuvius. The group in the centre represents the Rape 
of Europa% Jove , under the form of a bull , takes flowers 
from her hapd, carries her to the sea, and placing her on 
his back swims to the island of Crete. This group by 
Angela Fiva was executed in 1708« On each side, are 
the daughters of the Acfatlcus> the 5yrens> probably Par- 
theno^e and Leueosia. 
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' At a sTion distance is a round monuinent raised to 
Tasso consisting of his bust^ surrounded by four co-* 
lumns which support a cupola. 

The last objects of note in the Villa Reale are the 
gnomon in the form of an obelisk surmounted by a globe 
and at the meadow ' four satyrs and Bacchantes. 

On a line with this walk- is a street decorated with 
fine houses that leads to the grotto ot Posilippo. Its length 
is about three miles. 

The church of S. Giuseppe a Ckiaja was built in 
1673 on the designs of a Jesuit* The paintings are by 
Giordfino. 

At the church of «S. Maria ddla Neve, built in 1571 
by the fishermen and sailors of the quartiere, the Strada 
di Ghiaja divides into two branches; the part running 
along the shore is called Mergellina , over which rises 
the hill of Posilippo , the Pausilippus of Pliny offering 
fine views and producing delicate fruits. In the times of 
.the ancients it was covered with the villas 'of Pompey", 
Marius , Cicero , Virgil , Pollio , and Lucullus ; of the last 
some ruins are still visible. At the extremity of the pro- 
montory is a spot called by the Neapolitans la gajola j 
from the latin caceola presenting numerous remains of 
walls supposed to have been baths ; these are called by the 
modems la scuola di Virgilio , and the largest of three 
caverns the grotto of Sejanus ; here were the extensive 
piscine of Lucullus. Whep JRome swallowed up the riches 
of the word unlimited sums were spent in the construction 
of these piscine in which the rarest kinds of fish were 
preserved. At the spot named Euplea are ruins of the 
^temple o^ Fortune* At the fall of the roman empire these 
fine edifices went to ruin , and the grounds , in a great 
measure deserted , became the property of the Benedictines 
of the S. Severino church. They were purchased of the 
•monks by Frederick of Arragon, who granted a portioa 
to his secretaiy Sannazarus on which he built a villa 
which was demolished by Philibert Prince of Orange when 
he was beseiging Naples. On the ruins of his villa San- 
nazarus built^ in 1529 the church of 4$. Maria del Porto 
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which he endowed , and presented to the frati ServitiJ 
At his death in 1532 his remains were deposited in the; 
church. The mausoleum is behind the choir ^ the bust 
crowned with laurel is between two weeping genii holding 
garlands of cypress. On the sides are two large statues 
of j^pollo and Minerva now characterized as Dauid and 
Judith. The bas-relief represents fauns , nymphs and 
shepherds playing on various instruments ; these figures aln 
lude to the latin compositions of Sannazzarus^ the sculptures 
on the tomb are by Santacroce and Poggibonsi. The 
&llowing inscription to this latin poet was composed hj 
Bembo 

» Da . sacro cineri flores : hie ille Maroni 
, » Sincerus musa proximus^ ut tumulo . »• 

Sincerus was the poet's academic name. In this church 
is a painting representing S. Michael by Leonardo da Pi- 
stoja. In the place of Satan pierced by the archangel the 
artist has painted a female from whom he was separated* 
On the hill of Posilippo are. remains of anti<piities and of: 
on aqueduct. 

The grotto, though attributed to LucuUus, or Agrippa^ 
wds probably excavated by the ancient Cumoeans in order 
tp facilitate their communications with Naples. It is 2654> 
palms long, 26 and in some parts 94 high, and 24 wide;, 
the Ancient differed from the present form. In the ancient 
groUo are traces of wheel marks ^ on the right is the ca^- 
vern oiPriapuSj on the left the so called Tomb of FirgiL 
It is known that the remains of Virgil were brought to 
Naples y his favorite place of residence, by order of Au- 
gustus , and it is stated by Martial that the monument ,: 
being in the possessioti of a pporpeaiant by whom it was 
neglected , was bought with the adjacent ground Inr 
Silius Italicus. Elius Ddnatus a gr^mtaiarian of * the I V 
century, places; its site two miles fronv Naples on the road- 
10 Pozzuoli. It cQbsi$ts of a square space: of 18 palms by 15> 
whh colomb^rj,; its entra^cfe .-.vras Once by the grotto 
qn the aQclent road , but' \m»fi' na loi^^ accessible on- 
this side^ a new. ooe.wass ;QffQed jia ifaeiopposite direQti^n,^ 
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It is said that it contained a marLIe urn supported by nine 
small columns and that on the urn was the Well known 
inscription 

» Mantua me genuit , Calahri rapuere, tenet nunc 
» Parthenope ; cecini pascua , rura , duces ». 

and that the monument wasi preserved till 1326, when 
king Robert carried the urn to Castelnuovo. The state of 
neglect in which this monument is left would do little 
honour to Naples if it really was thcf one raised to Vii^il, 
but the desire of finding his tdmb has fixed it at this 
little family colombarium on which so many fables have 
been invented. 

Near the grotto is the church of S. Maria Pie* di 
Grotta built in 1353 on the occasion of a dream by three 
persons on the 8 September , who persuaded themselves 
that the Madonna had appeared to them and ordered them' 
to build this churchir It is small and contains nothing re- 
markable excepting the pictures by Santafede and Coten- 
^o 9 but it is celebrated by the devotion of the pebple 
and the festa of the 8 September , the principal festa of 
Naples. 

In the internal part of the Chiaja quarter are th^' 
churches of S. Maria in Portico , delV Ascensione , 
S. Teresa and S. Pasqtiale of Alcantara^ ? 

The first, belonging to the* Chierici regotari delta 
Madre di Dio, was built together with the large adjoining 
convent in 1653 by the Duchess of Gravina. In 182Q it 
returned into the possession of the monks. 

The Ascension was formerly a Betfedidine- abbey 
now suppressed. The church is fine , the high altar of a 
good style, it contains ^a 5. Michael and a S; Anne both 
by Luca Giordano# 

The church of S. Teresa of the Carmeiitani scalzi 
was buflt together with the convent in i 625 on the designs^ 
of Fansaga who made the statue of S. Teresa which is 
placed over the high altar. Tb0 pictnues fKepresenting^ the 
repose in Egypt, the presentatioti , S. Pietro d;* Alcantara,- 
amd the apparilion of & Teresa to her con&saov are by 
Luca Giordano* 
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iThe piaf^Ka del Vista :ii'S© called fmn the palace beloti*^ 
gmg l(ynlie nolle family of that ' nam^*, on one side are tlie 
barracks of tlie swiss troop, near this, one for the cavalry^ 
on thdMl are several draroheis a^d public edifices, & Ma- 
ria diBetleoi, ODceamumiery 7 is also a barrack*^ 

The church of S. Carlo Mortelle derives, its name 
from the myrtles which once occupied the site of the pre- 
sent street; the picture over' tK^ high altar is by a good 
artist, the one in the S. Liborio chapel by Luca Giordano; 
the adjoining ccmvent fcjunded.in 16 16 is occupied by the 
Augustinians of the lombard congregation. 
* ^The college of S. Cario ' aueMortelle is under the 
direclion 6i the Padri Scolbpi and possesses a cabinet of 
histtume^ts for .pliysics^ a i school of mosaic, pietre dure 
and cameos maintained by go vernement which has produced 
tery fine works. It was instituted by Charles de Bourbon, 
has vf dii>ector and four professors. * 

The Bitiro >di Mondrdgone was founded in 1653 
by a Duchess of Mondragone cis a retreat for young girls 
and poor widows ; the church .was built on the designs 
of Nauclerio* 

. . ' The conveiit of S. Maria apparente has been con*.* 
*»rted'ihto a prison. 

The chur43h and convent . of S. Caterina di Siena are 
built on the spot where the hospital delld Yittoria once 
stood , the church has been lately restored by Giof{redo. 

'Along the Chiaj'a is S^ Or sola to which was annexed 
the Trinitarian convent,' now* an ^stablisliment for the fe^ 
male orphans of the military. It was instituted in 1798 
^lod maintains the Qiilitary schools of S* Giovanni a Car- 
bonara at iNaples , and bi Monreale in Sieily. It grants 
a monthly subsidy for the oi^lnans of a fiked nnniber od 
military in proportion to the ]^uik:iheld by> their fathers. 
All the. orphans: that are placed on the-iist^ although not 
entered into the enjoyment of the' pebsdoipi, are; entitled to 
« dowry on marryiitg;ithe institution /comprizes, the amy 
and the navy. The dotation of, the establishixient . amonntr 
to abo*nt sixty thousand, duoats annually exclusive of ca^ 
tfualtips , amongst wl^ch are. twaiMmihs/vpay, which. tl|e 

o 
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officers who majtry: with tlie reyal permissioti mre (Aliged 
to leave and the property of officers whoidicf wUhoiit 
heirs. 

The hill orer Ghiaja is covered with pleasatit villus 
the principal of which are die Belved^e, fiicciardii Par 
trisi and la Floridiana. 

S IIL 

Qaartiere di MontecalvaHo^ 

This quarter derives its name fnom the church si- 
tuated under the hill of S. Etmo. It is divided from that 
of Ghiaja hy the streets Petrajo andS. Niccolo, fromr thai 
of S» Ferdinando by the via Coircordia and the via Trir 
nita de' Spagnuoli. The strada Toledo divides it firotn the 
quartiere S. Giuseppe; that of Monte Santo and poctA 
Medina from the quartiere dell' Avvocata* 

The strada di Toledo begins at the fontana Pimentel 
in the strada S. Lucia and ends at the museo Borbonico* 
Its length is 8900 palms, it was opened in 1640 byvthe 
viceroy Pedro di Toledo from whom it derives its dame. 
Though the buildings are not of the best style, their height^ 
the widdi of the street , and the movement of the {>opu«* 
ladon render it one of the finest streets of any eiaropead 
metropolis. ' . 

The only pt^lic buildings in this street are : the 
chui^hes of S. Maria delle urazie which was built in 
1628 and possesses a good picture by Massimo. 

S. Niccola alia Caritd : the fa^de is by Solimena, 
the church was built in 1 647 with a legacy of six thou- 
.iiand ducats left to the monks by a beggar whom they had 
provided with food during^ many years. The paintings are 
by de Matteif , Solimena and Fraxu;esco dc Mura. 
< The last pniblic building, on the via Toledo is the 
church of die Spirito Santo fbtmded in 1555 by a com* 
pany^ and placed under the direction of a domenican 
friar, with a conservatory for young girls. In 1590 the 
heads' of the conservatory ob^dned permission to open a 
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laiik wffi(^9 lepcm^tliesmms^^depositediii it/1^^ oat moBejn 
at the rate of six per cent. The chureh was rebuilt' in 1 774 
on the designs of Gioffredo, a series of corimhian pillars 
detached from the wall support a circular cornice ] the 
hi^ altar is adorned with fine marbles , the painting over 
it is hy de Mura , those of the crypt by Celebrano and 
Fischictti t the Conversion of & Paul by Luca Loea^ in 
the corridor are two by Santafede.- The statue at the tombs 
dF the SpiBielU is by Naccarino; the facade is in stucco, the 
mathle oolnmiis near the door of various proportions were 
saised by Mocca, the architeet of the old church. 

NeiftT this church is the Trinitd d^'' Pellegrini ;, a 
kosfdtal for pilgrims j and needy persons. In the church 
the painting which represents S. Emidio calming tl^ 
anger df our saviouvaganist .Naples, is by Massimo; our 
saviour on th^ cross by Andrea Vaccaro. The porta Me- 
dina was built in 1640 on the designs of Fansaga at 
the ^Kpense of ;lie inhabitants of this quarter thomgh enxv 
neously attributed by the inscription to the Duke of Mckiina. 
...I 9?he eldaca in the piaeza Pignasecca forming the 
entrance to the principal ^ cloache of the city was < made 
when* the walls were enlarged under Oiarles Y; it is 20 
palms in height and 14 in width and runs under the via 
Toledo on to the Chiaja near the mazza Yittork. 
•^* ' The lanes and streets of this quarter generally run 
parallel^O the strada Toledo. Near that of Montecalvario 
is the Teatro Nuo%h> , desii^d for the opera buffa ; it 
wa» built by Domenico^ Yaccaro ; near it is the Teatro del 
fbndo bnilt in 1779 an the designs of Francesco Segiiroj 
a Sieiliam' 

la the vicinity is- tbe church of Mo&te Gal vairio foniided 
ia 1650 by the frati Minori vrith the donations of Ilarid 
A'AbimnK),^ a- neapolitan lady, and buflt on the designs 
of Domenilso Yaocaro who was the architect, painter, and 
aculptor. • 

The Coneezione di Suor Orsola is aiconvent for 
females fa^un in 1584 byauer Orsola della Cave, but not 
eomi^led before 1667. It contains another ^called £{e//a 
JEr^m^e, jQfoe oS the moat austcore in the world^ those who 
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enter into tls^'imthafion aqpe'f6V.evar-:se|M^ted £rom'tW 
Ii\ing^ the ckurcb o£[tlie'£rdnit0ilias'€iify one altar, that 
of the nuns, which is decorated vrith malfhle and gilt stuccoes.^^ 
The nuns proTide for) the i maintenance of' the Eremite. 

In the direction of the via Petrajo. are the churches 
of iS. Niccolo di Toleruino^ .S. Lukiia del Monies and 
S. Maria iddiiSette JOalori j the last -^as huilt i in 1 585 
and contains 'A' :& Sebastian by CaJabvese. r. : } 

. Near it is the Trmitd(deil£yM6na(3m a church with) 
a greek cross designed by Giii!iialdi,-ia .Teatino friat^' the 
vestibule is by Fansa^a ^ the piotwre tof, the Trinity' oven 
the high altar ia by Sanlafedle , "the .fireiscoes .are: by' Ber- 
nardino, the S. Jerome by .Rlberk:; the two lateral pictures 
are attributed to Palma Vecdiio* This monastery, one of the 
finest of Naples , h^s been ix)nverted mto a military, 
hospital..' . .- ■' • , ; •:'^'a\ .[ r ^- , .. > 

On I the top ^of the hill standi the rCaJtel & Eroia 
which , on one side comfaiauds J the ! towni, on «ncHt]|ier tlte 
bay; the tower called Belfofte mhich. was >6ituated iOn' this 
spot was changed into a castIeu]py'>(Chai3es>II duning the 
siege of Naples by Lautrec in tSl^S^iwhea the: fortifioatioQa 
wereencreased'in 1535 under Qharics V: it- becaaie a [regular 
eitadeL ilts :high walla have i a iciuntorscafp cuti in the 
rock, it, bas^: mines and counliennkies and is: surrounded by 
ditches excavated in theirock^^ iu the hmddle- of the. castle 
is an >^splanade; with a well nearly cib large las ithei cistle. 
. Th)& last and most intdreating! monument « of this^ quarter 
is^ the^ ,Cerfcarai diuS.i Martina placed under! the <bastle 
3- :Ermo« Jt w^asoirigiaally a oroyal 'ViQa , .,whibk Gharies, 
duke of Calabria , prevailed on his father Robert; of Anjoit 
to change into a monastery^ the )edM(^ waaibegiMiiin 1325, 
finished, in 1328 and iribhly endowed by^ithe. king. oGio^ 
¥euna II, the da^gther of. the duke of Galabri^,* enoiselifi^d 
the . dotatio^ ^and . granted i special prerogalivea to the mon 
nastery. The situation of this splendid edifice is one of the 
finjRSt that can vbe Imagined; the \town spreads ^t its ^ase, 
Ckn one side the view extends over the bay and* ^ the islands, 
on the other over< the hills of Capo di.MDitfe^ and ithe 
beiaiiUfDl plains, of Campania sbSx Xa Casexto^. In thi 
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Nuance Ayt tWrlfepna Cl3fJti.4ftdi fe^ dWitt bf the' A^ 
peniriej, one' bwaiainoP^lricb $6^s^tiie^untBi«« >o 
goaiit), Vico, SomntOy ^ettAira€e& Vwu!ti|isr/POrdcr,Resina, 
Torri 'del GaDedoI'ttndt ^deU^ Aahln^ku;-:TI)€l:)!b^t^£^pbi; x6 
enjoy this magnificent view is at the Belvedere aftthcr 

J > To the- beau ties -of ap't Ihfe' 'Ol6isteri form* k «qtiar& 
with i,5 white marble! €(il«QnJis icttiLWdh sid^e' ^riAouiited 
inxh statues of'^i^mis ;/ the ^designs,' dc^iT|ytiir«s and: 'emblems 
in the cimetery are; by 'FVnsaiga/<ihe ^Hiwrfy -ofaccl cbntairied* 
a^ collection 6£g#e^> mafi^ti^rij^sand'tli^ ]^iov*^ apeii^tment 
a. 5/ JjojoCTiW; ny Titian J a "Crwpi^sdonA^ h^ Betiarotti V a 
meridian; 'and a staitte^ of rehsfri^ by^Bcwninii ' =, »• • 
> V. The ^htntchy tieeotatc^d : igmh • piteBifciu^ (orn^Ahehts, wai 
restored at the beginning of the XVII century by -Fansaga; 
the principjil n^ve^is -eon^posiid?^ of bight ccha^ls' with a 
portico, c The ^si^^snsi^m^ op^ thfe ^^ilin^'l and k the tM^elik 
j^postles between the windows, were painted by Lanfi^ancb^ 
The Redeemer taken down from the cross is by Massimo; 
the Moses and Elia by BiSjra^ who also painted the 
tweKe prophets in the lunettes of the chapel. The choir 
was begun by dfiAtptno^^va'iUAfimsfodjJft^^ Bernardino. The 
Nativitj over the high altar by Guido remained unfinished 
•c^'ihis 'dearth ;:dn the < Walls) of /the jchdhqlraflp©' }fowW large 
pictures called the foiir la^ snuippei*slMfhevfiyit^(by I^ibera^ 
a¥pjrese];a:i$ \C3iii5t^'adniii»]e^riiiig \'tVe lobnnmrnqDnilto the 
iApostlea. Thri) stfdond^ Jbiy ^a^aocio^p, ftha wAshit>g ^f feei^ 
'the ' third iliyMasfimo), ^th[e ^«fat'»Jtpper' ofiouril^di; 'the 
BcMirth byi FaiiA7Vert)^ese, iiheUiiiitiitiiioni^f flieET^ 
*>\ ;: IThfe majpbl€frita£i]ies/;Jni^et)climiT^ai^r>i)fyuEibeHif>4^ 
'JDomcaiieo <Bfivlmii;.Tlie'h^ Uta^-v^stde^giifd 'hl^ Soli^ 
mena; it is in .wood bis^ ^wii^'^intenBed td'he^bfi^ 
iand^fis ideeorated with petre-^uVevthe tberrijle ornaments 
iia the' 'dihreh^re mldero&'th^ dea^B- <Ur iilrtnsaga^^thlb 
;<^pels 'are' decorated! witj^ marbl^^ columns 'ahd>gUding^ 
An .'the first near the right (entvance^ /(dedicated: tb tl^ 'Ro^ 
aary, are paintings by Yaccaro and Garacdbto; dni the second 
•ft \mado^'d by: ffim^mov the' la^riit paintitibB by' Andrea 
(l^'acearo'y^'tfae^iresco^ by, jCkxni^ t !..']. ■< ; o' ^ i'.'j A 
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' In thei third dhapd ihe^: Jdhn BofUst U hy^ Maratta^ 
tlie otters are hy 4<fe MaU^s^ and* the Imcd by Massimo. 
, The last chapel on thk aide: contains the 5i Martina. 
by Cwaccido ,. dthers. iy Solimena ,. and firescoes by iEi- 
naglia* •> \: .,\ . . . . ,v .;.';'.-. 

On the opposite side is the.xshikpel of iS. G^mnuro 
with a bas^rdWiby Vaccaito ,* pictures by Claracciolo and 
frescoes by Gorenida. The cha^jelof A tBmno was paidted 
by Maasimo^thAt of the Assunta 'by Garacciolo; dbelas^ 
dedicated to^ S. Joseph y by de Matteis* > ; , . 

Afl<er the cliapter room, which contains some good 
pictures ) is k large haU painted by Mict;o Spadara and the 
altar piece by Aiidrea Vaccarfc>, the cciKng 6f Uiesacris^ 
is by d' Arpino y Pilate showing Jesuss ta!the people , by 
Massimo* - , ^ 

The tesoro contains a dep<mtion from A^' cross, ^ 
ihe best work of Spagnole^o, a Judith in fresibo and by 
Giordano* • . , v 

QdanUfre deW Awoeata^ 1 

' ; ' The. principal bttildin^ of this quarter ire the foJU 
Jowirig which we shkll briefly describe* ' ' I 

The piazza -del i(fi?rcate//o , called also lat)go ddlo 
fipirito Santo and./fcro Carolino , is decorated. yn&. 
A hemicycle Taised on the designs of VaatitcUi in IMy 
in honour of Charles de Bourbon 9: the work ir crowned 
*with a balustrade surmounHed.by 26 5tatues<,;in the.i^entre 
was the pedestal destined for the equestrian ' statue* df 
'Charles III wUch has never. been raised. •/ ' / ; i a 

The) church of & Dontenico Soriano wftabuilti in 
^6iO^ on 'thl^ designs^df Fansaga: the frescods of Ihe cicpola 
^re by Galabarcfsey bat they ane greatly damaged ; it contaiiis 
iwo good! pictures by, Giordano and Satitafede^ the cobveiit 
far nowoa: barrack* . ) > , . 

, . The church df & ! PdMto in a lane of that name 
leading to the studi, was founded bj^S^Severi^shishop 



Digitized by 



Google 



63 

of Naples, and rebuilt in 1^1 S on the designs of Broggia; 
the altar piece is by Niccola ISd Simone , that of the Ro- 
sario by Giordano* 

The church of 5. Giuseppe de* Nudi belongs to a 
congregalioa <ledioated to provide covering fbr the destitute* 

The strada della salute , io called irora the salubrity 
of the air, leads to the hills of AreneQa afad due porte^ 
from whioh are beautiful prospects. In the capuchin convent 
of S. Efrem nuovo built in. 1570 is a Madonna deUn 
Pietd said to be by Yacoavo^ sundry other pictures are 
by good but. unknown artists , the istalti]^. of & Francis i9 
by oanmartino; Antonio Genovesi v?ho rendered great sep-> 
Tices to his country was buried in diis church. The church 
d0l SagrameTt(to vrhich once fad#nged to a rich ttionastery 
of Carmelite I nuns contains a fine tabernacle and fresco 
paintings by Benasca. 

Along i this street are the ehnrches della Cesarea ^ 
£innded in 1 600 of S. Ftaaicesco di Sales now an hospice 
fbtr infirm women. Further' on are the hiUs of Antignano, 
Due porte, del Vomero^ dtU'Aroiella covered with villas. 
Aivfi^a was the birth place of Salvator Roc^. 

On the top of the highest' hiH of Naples is the heruH 
ilage of the Camaldoli founded in 1585. > 

f In the church are some igood ^iotui^ among which 
a last supper by Massimo; thu spot offers most ext^nuve 
inews embracing the bay and all ifts islaqda , Uie chain of 
the Apennines , a great part' of tbe Campania felix , the^ 
isole Ponzie , Gaeta , TecraciBa ilnd th^ pronxmt6ry of 
Circe. . \ 

The cantrada di Ponteeorvo is to a certain degree a 

oup of convents and churches; Over the alur piece of 

Giuseppe laid Teresa* is a 'fine painting by Gioidailo.^ 

At S* Antonio di Tarsia i^ w c6n^iit of LigUoristi 
and opposiste the Jledina gate the church ef Montesant& 
designed by Hetro di Marino in 1646 W(hich contaitos a 
S. Cecilia, a S. Antonio^ ieind an anjgeMelKiting a* boy, all 
three by de Mattels^; in'achape) bdongingtb the company 
of UHisiciansL is the tosnbof Alessaadro^Scariaiti'tlie fether' 
of musical composition* * ^^^ '^ v» ^ I i 
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; ^ , !o ..-.•?■/> 'J- :i(. J^llF. u\ )'-::' VI 'm; • r \; :- 'h 

Quartiere della Stellai ^ ^ ' > - l*. ;^ 

. T)]is';<|tiaErjbef,.contain9!tliei$ii^li dmiiiBi^nt of Naplesv> 
the tniiseoJioticbahibo^ Theibuodaiioas oftWbuiidmg were 
laid .^n 1586 .byrfc Ti^rby dbKe of OsstiHallo serve ais> 
iitables*> Under liiet.Gottnt: de L^os in 461 5: it iwas ^trans- 
formed into an. university* On. thd' designs of GialiO Fbn-* 
tana. In '1780 the i^duvewityv was- transferred f to itlae Oesu 
t^ecc^o/wbi^n' tliis'J)tiildibgeWas appropriated to the aca-' 
diemy of^sbieaces and bellas Jettresl In l79Q.the last story 
Tra$ oainplet'ed^ and it was '{Projected ta enclose tbe adjacent 
gardens'^ S^iTercBal^ to.ebiarge the building and to 'plaoW 
ii}i,,ijt,.tlia>jmii$eam^/|>ictuxels ^ libraityandiobseirvaiory; with 
this view all the monuments of the.Famese hbusje inhe«* 
^ited. by' the kings rofNapIos'Wdre brought from fiome, but 
this rpboject/'Was hot r^lized m ftill^ owing ^ to; the poli-i 
^ical yieisAitiides'df therimes^at has, however, bcen'lpairtbf 
execojted:,' , add the »ediBce Ifaki '. recqi ved the ' appellation i ol 
the Museo.JBoi^bQnietth The collection of objects of isciBeDce 
and iirttjdep^i^ in this museum is divided in^ five 
classes. a '.t r :;f ' '.! . . '; ' >v. s.': ^'' ' ^ J*. 

1® TheLiStatne».!i^ofai' the Farnese gallery i at Borne , 
and those fouisd.Elt HerculaneuoL and PonipeL v ^ 
'.. 2* iThe.papyii manuscripts found in the latter city 
and the meehanism 1 employed in niiroUiag . them. ' '^ 
\.^ 3®.!.The 'iij)rarijr aind. manuscripts. , :^ ^ * ^ 

4® The picture gallery. 
( ; 5^ The xoUectien <cf £tru8daa vases, thedldsv 'sculptures 
bronses^ gb$8 vases^pdniings found at^ompei)and Her-^: 
ColftiittniV 9iid. all mo4el: of the temple « of P(^ 

V ^As a. ininute.de6orvption\of.all the impbrtant dbjects 
^ooiained in ihis) mb^eutn', unique in itis. kind, wonld 
§r^tly exceed; 6fir limits I, iwe shall simply point ont.those' 
'^hiph awe raoat wbr^y of notice. ^ 

V ,Xhe pkjirticQK vandn steps am radcnnie^ ^with anoientst*^ 
tnei, and jbiwts-, WoAf the littei^iis a sutue of Ferdi- 
nand I, by Ganova» w.wi ^ <^ j - i^ • *^ 
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The firn room to the right contains the collection of 
paintings discoi^ered in the ruins of Pompei^ Herculaneum 
and Stabia, They are disposed in five classes *, fruits and 
animals , landscapes , figures , fragments of painting , ob- 
jects of arcbitectare. lu the class of figures those deser- 
ving attention are the paintings of Briseis and Achilles^ 
Mriseis alone, the sacrifice of Iphigenia , Juno and Jove^ 
Zephjrr and Flora , the.pilaster in the middle of the room 
was fojand in the FuUonica at Pompei. 

The three contiguous rooms contain figured mosaics, 
and paintings from me temple of Isis-, these paintings, 
detached from walls , consist of about 2000 pieces, useful 
in the study of art and of archaeology, they are generally 
deficient in perspective and colouring, but the. design 
attains perfection , and the naked is beautifully treated. 
Many , though plain in composition , unite force and 
delicacy. 

In the gallery of egyptian monuments, a rising col- 
lection , is an Jsis in marble , found in the temple of the 
goddess at Pompei. 

The court to the right is filled with fragments of 
statues , ornaments and architecture and a collection of 
antique inscriptions several of which are highly import* 
ant; here attention will be called to the Toro and the 
Ercole Famese-, the former group- represents the fable 
of Dirce , the latter the statue of Hercules , a celebrated 
work by GUco of Athens. 

The bronze gallery exceeds in number that of any other 
in Europe. Its finest works are the seated Mercury , the 
sleeping^ and drunken fauns , the horse^s heady and the 
horse ingeniously formed of the four belonging to a quadriga 
found in fragments at the theatre of Herculaneum. 

In the gallery of statues the most celebrated are a 
dead Amazon , a bust of GalUenus , two men occupied 
in skinning a wild boar; an equestian statue of Nonius 
Balbus thi son, at the end of the portico one o£ Balbus 
the father, which formerly were in the palace of Portici, 
where in 1770 the head of the first Balbus was struck by 
a cannon. ball, apd has siuce been restored. 

9 
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The second portico 263^ palms in length is called 
that of divinities as it contains 57 of their images^ thf 
j^pollo with the swan is highly esteemed. The others 
that arrest attention are s the group of Ganymede and 
the eagle , the colossal bust of Hercules and Alexander 
the great , the group of a satyr and a youth , of J?/ic- 
chus and Cupid, Fenus and Cupidy Faun with an infant 
Bacclius on his shoulder, Juno , Minerya , Euterpe and 
a bust of jdriadne. 

The portico of the Imperatori is so named from 50 
monuments relative to the roman emperors. In the centre 
is a sitting statue of jigrippina , the wife of Germanic 
cus , to the right a magnificent porphyry vase , on the 
sides two lustral fonts; the walls are covered with interest- 
ing bas-reliefs. The other objects of interest are : the co* 
lossal busts of Jita J , Antoninus Pius, Julius Coisar \ 
the statues of Marcus Aurelius , Lucius Verus , Trajan 
and Caligula \ the sitting colossal statue of Augustus , 
that of Claudius ; the busts of Pappienus , Lucius Ve^ 
rus , Probus , Adrian , Caracalla , Carinus or Ante* 
ninus Pius. 

The gallery of Flora contains the beautiful statue of 
that goddess , the drapery of which is the perfection of 
art ; four splendid bas-reliefs , the fragment of a female 
statue , and the Farnese bull. 

The second that of coloured fragments presents 44 
fine monuments on alabaster pedestals, and marble cipol*- 
lino columns , encircling the singular porphyry statue of 
Apollo Cytharides and a bust of Marcus Aurelius. In 
the third , that of the Muses, are 30 monuments relating 
to the muses and to Apollo , a large greek marble vase 
with beautiful bas-reliefs representing the birth of Bacchus 
which unfortunately is greatly damaged. 

The fourth gallery delle Feneri is chiefly consecrated 
to the goddess of love and to the objects relative to her 
worship. In the centre are a statue of Adonis, a group 
of Cupid on a dolphin , an hermaphrodite Bacchus* - 

From this gallery a passage decorated with hermes, 
busts and columns leads to the fifth, that of Atlas> so 
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back. This collection, principally destined for the inQnu-; 
ments of ancient sages , ccmtains the statues of Homer 
and of a philosopher , the busts oiAntistheneSj Eschines^ 
Penandety Solon , Herodotus^ Carneades , Posidonius 
and above all the admirable statue of jirimdes found at 
Herculaneum , a master piece of sculpture. 

In the sixth gallery , that of Antinous , are the 
statue of the favorite of Adrian and several works of 
interest. 

Adjoining it is the cabinet oihehnes and small statues 
and the celebrated Fenus Callipiga the rival of the Me* 
dicean Fenus. 

In the court surrounded by these thi*ee porticoes is 
a museum containing sarcophagi, bas-reliefs, architectural 
fragments and other antique monuments* The twelve niches 
are filled with statues of consular personages, and in the 
centre is a marble vase in the Pompeian style. 

The door to the right on ascending the steps leads 
to the collection of terre cotte and objects of the XV 
century. This collection of greek and roroan terre cotte 
commences with the smallest and most ordinary vaseS; and 
terminates with the largest and most elegant in form. Of 
the objects of the XV century and of the resurrection of 
art many belonged to the Farnese family. 

The glass chamber attests what once was doubted, that 
the ancients not only had glass , but that they possessed 
the means of cutting and colouring it. Among 1200 various 
monuments are two glass urns with human bones , which 
were found at Pompei in 1814, specimens of rock crystal 
and other curious works. 

The room of the oggetti riserueUi contains monuments 
of obscene subjects in marble , bronze , terra cotta, vases 
and paintings. The religion of the ancients did not like our's 
prescribe decency of customs; these objects which in us 
excite a blush passed unheeded, in those days. They consist 
of about a hundred pieces, the bronze tripod, the group 
of the satyr And goat j found at Herculaaeum, and various 
frescoes are the principal among these works. 
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The picture gallery contains 93 works of the'NtKipo^ 
liun school, 53 on boards with gold bottom by the Gre* 
cian school of the middle ages , some cartoons by great 
masters, and 56 small pictures some of the first order. In 
the fourth room are 46 paintings of the florentine, one of 
the bolognese , four of the genoese and nine of the french 
schools. In the fifth room are collected 56 pictures of the 
flemish school j in the sixth twenty six flemish , twelve 
of the german and ten of the dutch schools* 

The museum of small bronzes contains thousands of 
monuments which initiate us into the domestic life of 
the ancients : utensils of all sorts, tripods , candelabri, mu- 
sical, surgical , rural and mechanical instruments , measures , 
sun dials , kitchen utensils and furniture. The celebrated 
tables of Eraclea commented by M azzocchi were found in 
1732 and also a seven faced inkstand on which Marto- 
^elli has written not less than two quarto volumes. 

Of Etruscan vases the collection consists of about 2500. 
The most valuable are in the last room, and in these are 
the two so justly celebrated that were once in the Vivenzid 
museum ; the variety of form , their greater or more re- 
cent antiquity , manifested in the structure , the mytho- 
logical or historic subjects they represent , the taste m 
drawing or painting they show, all concur in attracting 
the attention of the learned , of artists and of amateurs; 
the common kitchen utensils ornamented with elegantly 
formed handles lined with silver within, indicate a taste 
imknown to modern luxury; these rooms are paved with 
fine antique mosaics. 

Another room is filled with articles of toilette of the 
greek and roman ladies, and numerous female ornaments^ 
a subject of surprize is to see wheat , vegetables, barley, 
oil , wine , bread • eggs and even a pastry saved by the 
destructive fire ^ sucn a spectacle , unique in the world , 
gives a far higher idea of ibe degree of civilization attained 
by the ancients than can be gathered from the familiar 
letters of Cicero or Pliny or all the ruins of Rome. 

The cidlection of precious objects consists of hundreds 
of cameos, a larger, ntimber of intaglios, collars, rings, 



Digitized by 



Google 



69 
bracelets , porphyry and gold stufis; the ^buila aurea 
nvhich the young nobler wore i*ottnd the neck with amulets, 
the q[aadrant covered with silver, the silver bas-relief re» 
presenting the death of Cleopatra , vases, cups, spoons, 
plates and pans in silver, all these monuments are 
highly precious , but they do not approach the celebrated 
cup of sardonic agath which is one foot ki diameter, 
the inside in the form of a cameo , contains seven figures 
beauufully cut , the outside , a head of Medusa. 

The subject has been explained by Galiani , MafTei, 
Winkelmann and Visconti. The last sees in the old tnan 
the Nile J in the warrior Harus ^ in the female /fU, i» 
the two aerial figures the river nymphs* 

In the large hall , 200 palms long and 75 wide , is 
-the entrance to the library which contains i50;000 vo* 
lumes, 400 of the XIY century, and about 3000 ma^ 
Duscripts. t 

The rooms dedicated to the papyri, are occupied bjr 
persons who design^ and engrave those that are unrolled:; 
the number found at Herculaneum amounts to 1756. 

The second great picture gallery conuins 44 works 
of the bolognese school , 22 of the same and 10 of the 
lombard school are in the fourth room ^ in the fifth 48 
also of the lombard school. The two other rooms are 
appropriated to the Venetian , amounting together to 59; 
the eighth and ninth rooms belonging to the Soman scho(d 
contain 35. 

In the grand gallery of the master pieces are 41 
pictures: five by Titian^ Philip II , two Paulj III the 
Madonna and the Magdalen \ four by Raphael: two Ma^ 
donnas J the portraits of a Cardinal and of Leo JT; four 
Schidonis, the repose of Cupid ^ the shop of S. Joseph, 
two Charities ; three by Annibal Caracci: Jlcides^ Fenus^ 
a deposition from the cross ; one by Agostino Caracci 
Jtinaldo and Armida:^ two by Bibera, one by Spagnolettoc 
S. Jerome, Silenus, two Sebastian del Piombo , a holy 
family, a portrait of Alexander VII Famese , a holy fa- 
mily, known as the Madonna del Gatto , by Giulio Ro- 
mano*, Braxnante instructing the duke of Urbmo in archi- 
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tecture by Andrea del Sa'rto ,- the portrait* of a' friat 
itnd the Transfiguration by Giovanni Bellini > a portrait 
ty Velasquez , Christ taken down from the cross by 
Garofaic, the infaat lesus and saints by Solario , S* Mi^ 
ckel by Simon Papa. By fra. Bartoloineo hn Assumption, 
Gbude Lorraine y the nymph Egeria , Parmigianino , a 
hofy family , a striking likeness of Columbus , an alle- 
gory of Parma end:>racing Alexander Farniese, the portrait 
of a female, a copy of the /a^£ judgment of Michael Angelo 
by Vcnusli', a Magdalen by Guercino, the marriage of 
& Catherine ^ the Madonna known as the Zingareltd, 
by Correggio. A Domenichino representing a soul seeking 
shelter under the wings of its guardian angel; Christ 
^raising La z torus hj Gisicoaio Basssuao. 

The paintings that Once were in the royal palate 
have been added to this collection. 

The description of the museo fiorbonico will long be 
incomplete, as it is daily encreased by new works. In 
1838 an acquisition was made of italo-greek vases found 
at Rupo r in the province of Bari 12 of a large and 132 
bf a small size, amongst these one six palms high with 
1 50 figures representing a combat between the Greeks and 
Amazons; the excavations of Pompci seem to be an inex- 
haustible mine; we here close our indicdiion , not descrip- 
tion , of some of the valuable objects contained in this 
«plendid collection (1). 

The piazza delle pigne , the neapolitan word for 
pines of which a plantation existed here in 1630, is one of 
the largest of Naples. On one of the sides is the Teatro 
rli Partenope built in 1828. 

. The church of S, Maria della Stella which gives 
its name to this quarter^ belongs to the order of S« Francesco 
di Paola and was built in 1587. 

The new strada Capodimonte forming a continuation 
of the Toledo street , crosses the valley of the sanita on a 
IBne bridge built in 1 809. The <^urcn of 5. Teresa with 
the Carmelite oonvcnt wa« built 1^ 1600 by Conforti, the 

I •- - ^ ■ - - — — ^- ■■ ■ • ' ■ 

(1) The reader may refer to the catalogues' sold at the enirance* 
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j^ictnre representing the PiHtation in the c^pel befaiiid 
the pulpit is bj. Santafede , that of S. Theresa in the 
middle of the choir by de Matteis. The chapel to the 
right of the high altar "was designed by Fansaga , the paints 
ings are by Massimo , the f.ight into Egypt^ the & JoJu% 
and the irescoes by Giovanni del Po , produce a fine 
effect; in the chapels are two pictures by Giordano, one 
by Vaccaro , and others by good artists •, the magnificent 
altar which decorated this church is now in the chapel 
of the royal palace. 

The church of S* jigostino possesses some good paints 
ings; i5. Francesco di Paola and the Madonna by Ca* 
labrese , the jinnunziata and J^isitation by Giacomo del 
Po , 5. Tommaso di Fillanova and S. JViccola di To*' 
lentino by Giordano. 

In the church of S. Bernardo are two paintings by 
de Matteis , in that of S. Gennaro Cavalcanti , Christ 
with the three Marias by A. Vaccaro 9 the S, Emidio 
by Massimo* 

To the church of S» Maria delta Sanitd was at«^ 
tached one of the largest convents in Naples; it belonged 
to the Dominicans but was in part destroyed for the con*r 
struction of the new strada Capodimonte; the church is 
built with five unequal naves, and a flight of steps leads 
to the high altar decorated with a statue of the Virgin 
by Naccartni and a tabernacle of rock crystal, the work 
of a Dominican friar ; under the high altar is a subter- 
ranean church containing twelve chapels and pictures by 
Luca Giordano, Bernardino, Andrea Vaccaro, and Beltrauio. 

The collegio dei Cinesi situated at the top of the 
hill in a fine situation , was founded by Matteo Bipa an 
ancient missionary in China and opened in 1732. It is 
destined for the education of Chinese youths who , when 
admitted into the priesthood, are sent as missionaries toGhina. 

On the other side of the ponte della sanita is the 
church , now suppressed of S* Maria della Vita and near 
it S. Gennaro extra momia. In the times of Gonstantine 
the body of & Gennaro was placed by the bishop S.Se- 
Teras ii^ a ehapel excavated in the tuna at the entrance 
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of the catacombs ia whieh the altar, the stcme diair a^ 
the traces of aucieot pamtiDgs are still visible ]> the pre- 
seot church was built in 788 with a hospital for the 
destitute; in 873 a monastery was added for the Beftedi- 
ctines, but in 1476 both the church and monastery were 
given to the city. During the plague of 1656 it became 
a lazaret and is now a conservatory for females. 

At this spot is the only entrance that remains to the 
famous catacombs which have occasioned so many discus- 
sions; they are merely excavations made under the hill ia 
the form of corridors, rooms, round meandering wind- 
ings , which for the greater part consist of three stories 
communicating by means of steps. The principal corriaors 
«re about 20 palms high on an unequal breadth, the par« 
titions have five and sometimes six rows of niches , these 
were so many loculi or tombs lined with marble slabs and 
covered with inscriptions which were barbarously siawed 
to make the pavement in the church of S. Gennaro .where 
they are still visible ; the inscriptions are of the early times 
of Christianity none having been found that relate to the 
ancients. These grottoes exte^ for many miles in various 
branches from the Madonna del Pianto to Pozzuoli^ 
in very remote times there were entrances at the Cappuc- 
cini vecchi, S« Severn alia Sanita, at S. Maria della Yita^ 
but these are now closed. 

The abbate Romanelli penetrated into these galleries 
in 1792 and 1814 by S. Gennaro. In his first visit he 
found a long high grotto in which there was an ascent 
by means of steps to two other stories \ further on he 
found continued ramifications , some of which had been 
closed, and at a long distance a. gallery, in the centre 
of which was a spring, on the upper part a church made 
in the tufa having three arches supported by high tufa 
columns , with an altar , a pulpit , baptismal font and 
I'emains of sacred paintings ; the partitions were lined 
with lime and in some places with marble. In 1814 he 
penetrated into the grotto which had served as a burjring 
place to those who died of the plague in 1656 and &una 
•aome bodies still covered with their clothes, stockings^ shoes, 
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dead body which had fallen from one of the upper tombs 
and which for ages had remained entire* 

To what use were these catacombs applied? Pelliccia 
has endeavoured to prove , even by classic arguments , 
that they were the habitations of the Cimmerians who, 
according to Homer , lived in darkness and in the sub- 
terranean communications between cities. 

But the Cimmerians as de Attelis has justly observed 
were no other than the inhabitants of Cjme the ancient 
name of Cuma j who might appear to Homer as living 
in darkness from the exhalations of the lakes in their vi- 
cinity, and the eruptions of so many volcanoes. It is the 
opinion of others that these grottoes were excavated by the 
early christians as a refuge against persecution , as if it 
were an easy matter for a few poor persons to execute so 
extensive a work without publicity. 

It has been supposed by others that these galleries 
were opened by the ancients to extract the tufa stone and 
sand for building purposes , as they are used at the pre- 
sent day, and support this idea on the authority of Cicero 
who , speaking of these works , calls them arenaria. 

The best grounded opinion seems to be that these exca- 
vations were made to bury the dead. On the introduction 
of Christianity the faithful resorted to these grottoes to 
exercise their worship in secret and to bury their dead; 
here in fact were interred S. Gennaro, Ss. Gaudioso, Agrip- 
pino, Giovanni, Atanasio and other martyrs, so that in 
the middle ages these places were looked upon with ve- 
neration. The neapolitan clergy here celebrated many 
functions , the member newly admitted was obliged to 
promise on oath that he would visit the catacombs at least 
once in every year. In other respects the Egyptian Ipageij 
those of Sicily and others lead to the belief that these 
subterranean excavations are very ancient , and that they 
are frequent among the nations of antiquity. 

In this quarter nothing further is to be noted than 
the Canocchia and Scudillo hills covered with pleasant 
villas. ; 

10 
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S VI. 

Quartier 5. Carlo aW Arena* 

Tlie strade Foria and $• Giopannello divide this 
garter from that of the Vicaria ; the strade de' Vergini 
e Cristallioi with the hill of Capodimonte from that of 
Stella* 

It derives its name from the church of S. Carlo 
air Arena on the strada Foria^ one of the finest streets in 
Naples^ being upwards of a mile in length from the angle 
of the museiim to the end . of the Reclusorio* 

At the end of another fine street is the church of 
S. Maria degli Angeli built in 1571 and restored in 1 639. 
on the designs of Fansaga who made the statues of the 
facade ^ the eagle that supports the pulpit and the flagel- 
lation ; the Christ under the high altar is by his son Carlo 
Fansaga; the portico is decorated with granite columns; 
the adjoining convent, with frescoes by £eIi$ario belonged 
to the Frati minori. It is now a veterinary school, and 
has a garden of plants for the use of the establisbment ^ 
lectures are delivered on the anatomy, physiology and hy- 
giene of animals, their pathology, therapeuticks and on all 
that relates to farriery. 

Oa the strada Foria is the botanic garden formed in 
1810 , eKtendiug over a space of 30 moggia of ground t 
it is prpvided^ with stoves « canals and hails for the public 
lectures and is under the direction of professor Tenore 
who has introduced the most important plants whicb 
amount to upwards of 10,000 species. 

The Albergo de' poi^eri ^ bjx immense buildi9g com- 
menced in 1751 by Charles do Bourbon on the designs 
of Fuga, is a hospice for the poor and furnishes the means 
of studying the arts. According to the plan of the architect 
the length of the edifice would have beep 2370 palms 
or more than the third of a mile , with four spacious 
court yards, four fountains and a church in the centre; 
three fifths of the building have been cQjnpleted, the ex- 
ternal fa9ade iis 1 506 palms long and 1 44 high, a doubly 
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flight of ^teps leads to a three arched portfca and to the 
spot destined for the church designed with fire naves having 
th^ high ialtar hi the centre. Uhder the portico are sepa- 
rate entrances to the habitation^ of the males and fe^ 
males ; the establishment contains about 2000 persons , 
part of whom are instructed in-^ reading , writing, arith- 
inetie , grammar, music and drawing; others in the me^ 
chanic arts of tailor, shoemaker, priuter, weaver etc. linen 
^loth, ribbands, embroidery are made in the establishment 
which also contains^ a pin, a glass and a file manufactory, 
a school for the deaf and dumb, and for mutual teaching* 
The boys are brought up on the military system , and 
many enter the army ; the jgirls get married oir Hte em*^ 
ployed in some great manufactory^ 

The convent of S* JSfrein near the hospice iis the 
oldest Capuchin foundation m thie kingdom. 

The street here divides into two branches-; one lead-** 
ing to ihe Campo^ the othar to SsGiopannello^ the most 
£pequeined entrance into ffaples -^ another briinch leads to 
the royal villa of Gapodiinonte through a romantic valley 
called the Ponti JSossi in which is the church of the 
Madonna de^ Monti, 

The appellation of Ponti Bossi is derived from the 
extensive ruins of an ancaent aqueduct ^ut out ^f the solid 
mass of tufa and lined with red bricks, and here it will 
not be foreign to our subject to speak of the ancient and 
modern aqueducts of the city. 

The Ponti Rossi form part of a magnificent aqueduct 
which , from Serino in the northern principality, brought 
the waters to Misenum a distance of 50 miles; this work, 
one of the boldest of the Romans , is by some attributed 
to the emperor Glaitdius , by others to Augustus who, to 
supply with water the fleet stationed at Misenum where 
the volcanic nature of the soil rendered it deficient, derived 
it from this distant point and called it the Aqua Julia, 
the port he opened on the Lucrine lake being named 
Julio; but if, as it is asa^ted, this i^ueduct conveyed ihe 
waters to the villas of Lucullus at Euplea and d^. Bajut 
h must be of a more ancient date* 
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Under llie viceroy Pietro di Toledo the an^hitect LeU 
tieri was ordered to trace the direction of this aqueduct^ 
Lettieri found that it hegan at Serine , at a spot called 
the Acquaro where the waters united in a reservoir and 
crossed over a bridge to a village named Contrada. After 
having passed by a tunnel under the Mortellito mount* 
ain , now called the grotto of Firgilj the waters followed 
the direction of the Torino plain by Montuori , thence 
by a channel excavated in the rock by S. Sei^erino and 
oarvo where , under the old town a tannell is still visible 
in an enormous rock, and continued through brick works 
along the mountain to Palma passing over arches by 
Somma^ PomiglianOy through the territories oi Afragola 
and Casoria and by »S. Pietro a Paterno to the place 
called Cantarellij a name given by the Neapolitans to the 
chalk tubes through which the Carmignano passes at the 
present day. The aqueduct , after having crossed the hill 
of Capodimonte , arrived at the valley of the Ponti Rossi 
where it forms two branches, nor is it known at what 
point it began its separation; the arches are disposed in 
parallel lines distant about twenty paces from each other; 
the same double aqueduct has been found in opening the 
new road from the Ponti Rossi to Capodimonte; after 
having penetrated through the hill to the strada s. Efren^ 
and along its sides by the present botanic garden, the 
piazza delle Pigne to the Constantinople gate , one 
branch conveyed the water to Naples by S. Pietro a 
JUajella skni the other followed by the Gesii e Maria 
the bill of S. Ermo, It then followed the line of the Tri^ 
nitd £&* Spagnuoliy crossed the Fbmero hill a little above 
the grotto of Pozzuoli where remains of it are still visible. 
Here the aqueduct again divided into two branches, one 
icarrying the waters to the roman villas at Bagnuoli and 
ihe point of Posilippo, the other to mount Olibano where 
at the spot called the Petriera traces of it may still be 
seen in the rock, and by Pozzuoli, Tripergola and Bajoe 
to Misenum in the large reservoir now called the Piscina 
mirabile. 

The part of the aijueduct which , i^jBuing from the 
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Ponti Rossi brought the waters to Naples , was cut by 
Belisarius to oblige the city to surrender , and served aa 
a passage for the troops who effected its capture^ the 
expense of restoring the aqueduct from Serino to Naples 
was estimated by Lettieri at two millions of ducats , sq 
large a sum in those days that the idea was abandoned. ; 
Two Neapolitan gentlemen Alessandro Ciminello 
and Cesare Carmignano then made a proposal to supply 
water to the town at their own expense by introducing 
the waters of the little river Isclero near o. Agata dei 
God a distance of 30 miles y and this great undertaking 
was executed by directing them through a covered canal 
by Cancello , Cimitile and Marigliano to Idcignano , 
and through a subterranean canal to Naples. The work 
was finished in 1629 but being partly destroyed by an 
ernption of Vesuvius in 1631, it was resumed in another 
direction; the waters were brought from Maddaloni through 
the plains of Acerra to Idcignano the primitive spot , 
thence by Capodichino to the town where they pass under 
the strada Foria and at the porta S» Gennaro divide 
into two branches; one supplying the mills placed along 
the walls is lost at Marinella ; the other branch by the 
piazza delle Pigne, and the strada Toledo distributes 
its waters to the forma U and other fountains in the la- 
teral quarters, thence to «$. Lucia^ Chiaja and Akrgellinai 
This body, called the Carmignano waters was encreased 
in 1770 by those of the Fizzo which, after having by 
the CaroUno aqueduct supplied the Caserta palace, are 
conveyed by a covered channel to Cancello where they 
ainite with those of the Carmignano aqueduct* 

The ancient waters of Naples are those 4»lled della 
bolla issuing from the sides of Vesuvius about five miles 
from the town, and the Lautrec hill. They were used when 
the aqueducts were destroyed , a part of them is brought 
to Naples through a covered channel by the strada Pog^ 

S^iorealey and by the porta Capuana are conveyed to the 
ower parts of the town and to Castelnuoifo ; another 
£>rtion forms the SebiBto and passes under the Madda-^ 
na bridge ; . the ancient Seheto i^ said to have (mce been 
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fornted of the Bghf and Hinpid' waters ritnniDg under 
ground from the Nilo qnartar by A MarcelUno and S. Pie* 
tro Martire to the' Ihtle mole. 

The road opened in 1B09 in the valley of the Ponti 
Rossi Jeads to the hill of Capodimante which commands 
a great part of Naples ; the beauty of the position induced 
Carlo di Borbone to build a palace on the spot and he ad- 
opted th6 plans of Medrano, a Sicilian architect who laid 
the foundations on a soil under which long grottoes were 
opened for the excavations of stone, a circumstance which 
obliged Medrano to strengthen the foundations with intri- 
cate constructions. These works are situated at a place 
called the montagna spaccata and are now ^dled up; 
the palace is in the form of a rectangle with tdwers at the 
angles, the facades to the east and south were completed 
by Mademo ; the other two have been added by the pre- 
sent king and the edifice though not elegant, is solid. From 
the difficulty of its access, the absence of water and other 
disadvantages it had been abandoned as a residence and 
changed into a kind of museum which comprized many 
valuable objects now placed in the museo Borbonico, but 
since the opening of two fine roads leading to it, it has become 
a favorite residence of the court; in the grounds are statues, 
fish ponds , a variety of volatiles and quadrupeds ,. a little 
church containing a portrait of aS« Gennaro by Solimena 
and a forest covering a space of a mile in length and half 
a mile in breadth* 

On the part of Capodimonte called by the Spaniards 
miratodos , is the Ob^servatory^ the foundations were laid 
in 1812 but it was completed only in 1 820, the first architect 
was Gasse\, the last works were directed by the cele- 
brated astronomer Piazzi. It is situated in an isolated spot 
about 500 feet above th^ level of the sea, a flight of 
steps leads to the piazza which is supported by walls and 
surrounded by a ditch; the' observatory situated in the 
middle of the piazza communicates with a vestibule sup- 
ported by sis marble doric pillars , another vestibule with 
a double row of columns leads to the northern tower; 
on the right are apartments, and at one of the wings a 
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hall for the instruments and a tower to take observations. 
To the left of the vestibule is the gallery for moveable 
instruments and at the wing the mericHan room and tower; 
on the north tower is traced, the equatorial line, and on 
the other towers are the repeating circles; between the 
eastern columns in the room where the meridian is marked 
is the instrument indicating the passages, and between those 
to the west the meridian circle. The establishment is com^ 
posed of a director, a chief astronomer, the second and 
an assistant ; the second astronomer delivers lectures. 

On descending from the observatory is the Miracoli 
or 5. Maria della Providenza once a nunnery ; it was 
opened in 1675 and since 1809 is an establishment for 
young girls belonging to noble families; the church waa 
built on the d^esigns of Picehiatti; the frescoes on the on* 
pola are by Benasca^ the triad over the high altar is painted 
by Andrea T^atcaro , the conception by Giordano^ the 
crucifixion by Solimena y the other. paintings are by il 
Melancolico, 

In the contrada de^ Fergini is the house of the signori 
della Missioiie instituted by S. Vincent de Paul ; the 
church, was built in 1788 on the designs of Vanvitelli, 
adjoining it, is the church of S. Maria della Vergini, * 

The name Vergini given to this street was confect^ 
ured by Martorelli to be derived from the Eunostides one 
of the oldest societies of Naples who worshipped Eunostus 
the gpd of modesty and temperance. This conjecture was 
received by the public as one of the usual illusions of 
Martorelli, but in 1787 it was verified by the discovery 
of an ancient tomb of the Eunostides* 

The new street opened in this quarter, upwards of 
a mile and a half long, commences at the Ottocalli and 
traverses the Ponti Jiossi to Capodimonte ; passing under 
the Campo by means of a bridge it reaches the Pnglia road, 
and approaches t|ie cavalry ^rrade at the ponte della 
3£ad4aUna wha% it joins the load to Portici. > 
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Quartiere delta Vicaria* 

This quarter takes its name from the palace of justice, 
formerly called the gran corte delta Vicaria^ and includes 
the Borgo S. Antonio with other new buildings situated 
out of the walls. 

Its priacipal edifice is the -palazzo dei tribunali on 
the Tia de' tribunali which , from S. Pietro a M ajella^ 19 
about half a mile long. It was formerly called castel Ca^ 
puano y and was built by William I as a residence for 
•himself and his successors. In 1 540 Pietro di Toledo, the 
viceroy, united in it the various tribunals dispersed through- 
out the town. Those now held here are the tribunal of 
first instance, the criminal court, and the court of appeal * 
In addition to these it contains the general archives which 
are divided into four sections : the diplomatic, judiciary, 
financial and communal ; to these have been added the 
archives that existed in the suppressed monasteries. 

Behind the Yicaria palace is the contrada Duchessa 
so called from a palace built by Alfonso I , when Duke 
of Calabria, in the vicinity of which is the monastery of 
S. Maria Egiziaca a retreat for penitent females wnich 
in progress of time became a nunnery; the monastery 
of the Maddalena has been restored of late years on the 
designs of Gioffredo, and the church by the architect 
Falcone. 

Near : the eastel Capuano or the Vicaria is the 
porta Capuana opening on the Capua road before the 
construction of the strada Foria. It formed, in the times 
of Ferdinand I of Arragon , the principal entrance into 
Naples; the sculptures are by Giuliano da Majano* On 
it stood the statue of^ Ferdinand I which was taken down 
in 1535 when Churles Y made his entrance; the palace 
of Charles. 11 of Anjou was situated on the large irregular 

}>iazza beyond the gate on the spot called Casanuova : 
urther on is the numero aureo on the road embellished 
with trees and fountains now called the Poggio reale $. 
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&TOuirte resort of the kings of the houses of Anjou and 
Arragon. Alfonso I about 1484 built here a palace the 
woods and gardens of which extended to the sea. All is 
now in a state of abandonment. 

On the other side of the porta Capuana the road 
communicates with the strade del campo and di Capo* 
dichino : at the entrance of the Borgo is the prisoner's 
hospital of S. Francesco the name of an ancient convent. 
Between this and the strada di Foria is the S. Ferdi* 
nando theatre built by Leondi ; the churches of *$. An^ 
dreay deWjiv\focata , di tutti i santi contain nothing re- 
markable, that of&^/>tomo^£a£e, situated at the end of 
the borgo , was formerly an abbey, with a hospital for the 
leprous annexed to it. The church preserves a monument 
valuable in the history of painting , a picture of S. An-» 
tonic and two lateral ones painted on boards by Niccola 
di Fiore in 1371 which fix the period of the invention 
of oil painting. 

Between the strada del Campo and that of Poggio 
Reale is the Gamposanto j a large edifice destined for the 
aepukure of those who die in the hospitals; the road 
leading to it planted with cypress trees is a large square 
piazza enclosed by a high wall ; each side of the piazza 
is 310 palms in length, it is preceded by a portico with 
a small church, ana was built in 1763 on the designs of 
Fuga \ near the Gamposanto is the burial place of the 
victims of the cholera morbus in 1836 and 1837. 

A little above the Gamposanto is the Monte di Lo^ 
trecco so called from having been the quarters of the 
french general Lautrec when he beseiged the town in 1528. 
On the sides of this hill , more commonly called S. Ma-' 
ria del Pianto , is an extensive cavern , supposed to be 
a continuation of catacombs , which was filled with the 
bodies of persons carried off by the plague in 1656 \ in 
the church of S. Maria del Pianto is a fine picture by 
Andrea Vaccaro representing the Madonna in the act of 
arresting the thunder bolt in the hand of her son which 
was directed aeainst Naples ; the two other pictures re- 
lative to the plague were executed by Luca Giordano ia 
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the space of two days ; this hOl , presenting fine prospects 
on all sides , bears manifest signs of the traces €£ fire at 
« very remote period. 

Adjoining the porta Cupuana is the church of S. Ca^ 
terina a Formello so called from the forme which 
distribute the bolla waters to the lower part of the city* 
The Dominicans proprietors of the church and the adjoin- 
ing convent rebuilt them both in 1 523 on the designs ci 
delta Cava who was the first to erect at Naples a cupola 
on the model of the one raised at Florence by Brutiel" 
leschi ; the chapel to the right was designed by Sanfelice, 
the two statues are by Colombo , the fames with the 
children by Bottiglieri , and the picture of S. Dominick 
by Giacomo del Po ; the frescoes in the following chapel 
and the S. Catherine are by del Po , the frescoes on die 
cupola by de Matteis ; on the ceiling by Garzi , the statues 
of the Rosario chapel by Benaglia. 

To the right of this church is the piazza Carbo-^ 
nara and the 5. Buono palace in which the duke de 
Guise resided in 1648 at the period of the revolution at 
Naples. Before the extension of the walls under Ferdi- 
nand I there was at this spot a large space dedicated to 
the gladiatorial games which lasted till the time of Pe- 
trarca ; this was the tilting ground under the Arragonese; 
the church of 5. Gioi^anni Carbonara was built in 1343 
on the designs of the second Masuccio, and restored under 
king Ladislas who selected it for his place of sepulture. 
Near the church door is a picture representing Christ on 
the cross by Vasari ; under the arch of the high altar 
are the statues of S. Augustine and S. John Baptist by 
Cacavello, and behind it tbe mausoleum of king Ladislas 
erected by his sister Jane II \ this monument , which is . 
of the same height as the church , is decorated with co- 
lumns , statues , bas-reliefs and other ornaments. In a 
gothic chapel situated behind it is the tomb of Sergianni 
Caracciolo the grand senechal of Jane II; both these mo- 
numents are by Ciccioni; this chapel which at first formed 
the tribune of the hi^ altar, is decorated with paintings 
by Gf nnaro di Cola not. undeserving the attqntion of those. 
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wbo study the progress of art : the tomb of Gaetano Ar« 
gento i$ not misplacecl beside the tombs of a king and of 
a favorite; Argento is one of the first magistrates that ever 
appeared at Naples; this statue is by Pagano, and the 
painting in the chapel placed over his tomb by Solimena. 
Cirillo and Capallo , two literary characters , were also 
buried in this church; the Fico chapel deserves a mention. 
The apostles at the four lateral niches are by de Nola , 
Santacroce , Oacanello and la Plata. To the last we are 
indebted for the portrait of Alfonso I, for the bas-relief 
of the epiphany , the S. Sd^astian, the mausoleum of Ga^ 
leazzo Giracciolo , of Niceola Antonio Caracciolo and Do-^ 
menico di Anna ; the S. John is by Santacroce, the small 
statues over the tombs are by Scilla, the two halfbusu 
and their pedestals by Sanmartino and Finelli« The sacristy 
Contains fifteen pictures by Giorgio Vasari and a small 
one by Bussano il Vecchio. Over the altar is an alabaster 
bas-rdief representing the passion of our Saviour* 

' Anoiexed to this church was an Augustinian convent^ 
a large land splendid edifice extending to the city walls. 
It contained a library remarkable by its greek and latin 
jnss., the most valuable of which were transferred to Vienna 
in 1 729) and the other part was in a great measure dispersed 
when the convents were suppressed in 1807. 

This fine building is now the military school in 
which are admitted gratuitously the sons of military men 
distinguished by services rendered to the state. 

In the church of S. Maria delta Pietdj commonly 
called the Pistatella is a fine picture of the purification 
by Francesco Curia considered by Spagnoletto as a model 
oi the art; the S. Antonio in one of the chapels appehrs 
to be by Massimo. 

The church of Ss. Apostolij said to have been the 
ancient temple of Mercury, was restored on the designs 
of padre Grimaldi ; the paintings of the nave and at the 
cupola angles are by Lanfiranco who exhibited in these 
compositions a bold and expressive style*, this artist, though 
defective in design , excelled in fresco painting \ his oil 
paintings in the choir of the chiirch are iiot equal to his 
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frescoes; the paintitig on the cupola and the fall of Lu- 
cifer are by Benasca the lunettes by Solimenu^ the four 
paintings in the transept are classed among the finest work< 
of Luca Giordano; the large fresco over the door repre* 
senting the fishpond is one of the finest works of Lan- 
franco ; the perspective v^ras added by Fivianu 

The high altar designed by Fuga is decorated vnth 
gilt bronzes and pietre dure ; the tabernacle is formed of 
jasper columns and other valuable marbles, to which cor- 
respond in the design and execution two candelabri of 
gilt bronze forming symbols of the four evangelists ; to 
the right is the Filomarini chapel erected on the designs 
of Borromini ; the lions that sustain the altar are by Fi- 
nelli; the pictures iu mosaic were executed by Galandra 
on the originals of Guido Reni which were sent to Spain; 
the portrait of cardinal Filomarini who founded the cbapel 
is by Pietro di Gortona ; the bas-relief representing children 
placed under the altar piece is by Fiammingo ; m© chapel 
on the opposite side was built by cardinal Pignatelli on the 
designs of Sanfelice; the altar is in pietre dure and copper 
gilt , the paintings are by Solimena who gave the designs 
of the altar and ba^-relicf which were executed by Boltiglieri, 

In the minor chapels are some very good pictures : 
in the first after the Filomarini chapel a S. Michael by 
Marco da Siena \ those on the sides by Benasca ^ the 
frescoes in the third are by Giacomo del Po. In the 
S. Ivone chapel the paintings are by de Matteis; the 
mausoleum of D* Ippolito is by Sanmartino* 

In the cemetery below , which is of the same size 
as the church , is the tomb of the cavalier Marino ; the 
church was given in 1826 to the confraternity of S. Ma«- 
ria in Yerticeceli distinguished by its devotion to the souls 
in purgatory. 

The convent is not less^ sumptuous than the churchy 
it contains an immense cloister and prior to the suppres- 
sion of the Teatini in 1807 it had a good library with 
numerous modem mss* The convent is now occupied by 
soldiers. 

In the cloister of the Ss. ApostoU was the conira- 
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ternity of iS. Ivone naw transferred to tlie adjoining 
church of S. Sofia ; it is composed of persons belonging 
to the bar and may be considered as a school for those 
dedicated to the legal profession •, the confraternity oblige 
themselves to defend the poor gratoitoasly in civil causes; 
they address a p^ition to the governors which is exa* 
minedt in a public sitting and if found just the cause i^ 
assigned to one of the brothers ; the head of the confra-* 
iemity is geheraliy one of the chief magistrates.: 

The other churches in this quarter have nothing of 
particular interest* To the Pac^ is annex^ a hospital under 
the direction of the Fate bene frateiii; it was once the 
palace of the senechal Garacciolo , some remains of ancient 
thermae have been found in the' foundatioilis* 

We shall: close our description of this quarter by a 
notice on the Mowte de^ poyerij situated near the Vicaria; 
this establishment. was founded in 1563 by some lawyers 
with the view of opening, a bank to advance money to 
fearcerated debcors* It began in the yard c£ the Vicaria 
and in '|;616 purcbaaed the spot on which the present 
edifice was erected ; it mipports the prison ■ hospital at the 
l^icai*ia ac^ ^istributea alms to prisoners five times in the 
ycAar; placed under the direction 6f a confraternity it gives 
n dower of ducal» 200 to the datughters of members. Over 
the altar of th^ little church del Monie is a painting by 
Giovanni Antonio di Amaio representing the infant Jesus 
on k hill with the Virgin. and s. Joseph ; the chapel of 
the brothers is deooi^t«L witb oil and fresco paintings 
by Luca Giordano >. ahd litwoob the sides of the altar 
ty Solimena. .. ' ,i , i 

The !cliurch^ft4S*JiV]fdffQ/a a Cmserti occupies the 
site of the ■ abeient gjpmbsilim in which games,, literary 
and musical coihposilions vrere celebrated.' Near it were 
the thermra the extension and magnificence of which are 
seen in masses of <cbnstructions , remnants of columns , 
bases , cornices, on which they rest , and which fhrnished 
Imilding materisls to the houses in the street oceupied by 
the Pace, the Giodea Vecchia, S* Niccola a Giserti, la 
Maddalena^ and la.Nunziata« 
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Quartiere del Mercato. 

Thb quarter is so called from the piazza del Mer^ 
cato ', the market place was formerly situated at S* Lorenso 
but Charles I formed a larger one on this spot^ it was 
covered with wood cabins which were consumed by fire 
in 1781 ; the piazxa is rectangular with a church in the 
centre and fountains at the two principal entrances. 

The piaz^ del Mercato is celebrated as having been 
the theatre of two great events; the death of young Conrad 
the 8on of the emperor Frederick of the house oi Swabia, 
and the popular revolt of MasanieUo* 

The revolt of Masaniello broke out on the 16 june 
1 647 ; he was a fish dealer^ bold but without talents, who 
succeeded in disposing of the will of an oppressed people; 
this popular insurrection has furnished subjects to the pencils 
of Salvalor Bosa , Falcone , Fracanzano , Spadaro ^nd 
Michel' Angelo delle Bambocciate whose paintii^ of this 
scene is in the Spada gallery at Rome. ; •* 

Conrad, who entered the country at the head of an 
army with his cousin Frederick of Austria to claim his 
rights to the throne against the usur|>atson of Charles I 
oi Anjou, was defeated at the battle of Tagliacozzo.; the 
two young princes sought refuge near Frangipane, the lord 
of Astura y who delivered them over to Charles by whose 
order they were decapitated on^ thi6 piazza the 26> October 
'1268. The mother of Conrad^ hearing of his capture, 
hastened to Naples to pay his ransom but finding him 
dead iio consolation remained but to provide for his se- 
'pulture , and the large sum destkied for his ransom was 
given to the church del Carmine. On the spot where the 
execution took place a porphyry column was erected over 
which, under Jane I, a neapolitan citizen Domenico Persio 
obtained leave to place a marble cross and to build around 
it a small chorch called Santa Croce, After the fii'e of 
1781 a new form was given to the ptaz^ , opposite the 
ancient church which was burnt a new one w^s built 
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under the same name/ to the «»criisty ef which were 
transferred the column. > the marble cross and the stone 
on which the illustrious victims were decapitated. 

Not far distant is 5. Maria del Carmine^ formerly 
a chapel richly decorated, by Margaret of Austria thef 
mother of Conrad whose tomb , with that of Frederick 
of Austria , is placed behind the high altar ; the church 
was restored in 1767 when the frescoes by Roderigo the 
Sicilian were destroyed ; . the high altar and the tribune 
are by Gosimo ; the church though not handsome is de« 
eorated with marbles and stuccoes, and possesses a crucifix 
held in high veneration by the people which according to 
common belief bent its head during the siege of 1439 
to avoid being struck by a cannon ball ; the Neapolitans 
have the highest devotion to . this crucifix which is shown 
uncovered only on Christmas day when it is worshipped 
not only by the people but by the municipal body. The 
painting at the tabernacle which represents God and the 
Holy Ghost is by Giordano; the assumption and the frescoes 
in the crypt are some of the earliest works of Solimena; 
the picture opposite is by de Matteis : in the other chapels 
are paintings by Santafede , Francesco di Mura, an EUias 
and Eliseus by Solimena*, the painter Falcone is buried. 
in this church ; the belfry up to the third steps is by. 
Conforti , the remainder by Nuvolo. 

The Castel del Carmine a part in some measure 
of the convent, was at first a tower built by Ferdinand, 
of Aragon in i 484 when the walla were enlarged ; the 
viceroy Pedro di Toledo made a wall from the tower to 
the shore where hc' erected the Conceria gale ; in the re- 
volt under Masaniello in 1 647 this tower was the chief 
fortress of the people and its importance being, felt in 
1648 it became a fort; the church and convent were* 
enclosed in the fortifications, Ae cloister became the piazza 
d' armi : Charles de Bourbon in 1748 opened the commu**' 
nication with the Molo, demolished the Conceria gate, and 
erected in its place two large : pilasters . now called the* 
F'ado . del Carmine. 
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Near this spot is tbe Europa foanuda tbe stataes of 
wUcfa are ooiw in the Villa Reale. 

To the left of the strada della Mariudla, is the church 
of S. Maria di Loreto to which is annexed a conserva- 
tory of music ,< a school which has produced Traetta f 
Sacchini and Guglielmi. On the cieling of the church 
is a Madonna painted by de Matteis. A large establishment 
fer the sick of the Albergo de' poreri and of the hospices 
depending oh it was opened in 1 834 in the ancient collie 
of music* 

Between the serraglio , a kind of circular space de- 
stined originally to form an arena for the combats of wild 
beasts on the modd oiP the ancients, an idea which was 
afterwands abandoned as unsuitable to the tastes of modem 
times and the porta Nola , commences the rail road 
which follows the shore on to Torre AftnunzicUa where 
it divides into two branches , one leading to Gastellamare 
the other to Nocera. 

The ponte della Maddalena is so called from a 
little church situated beyond the cavalry barracks ; it is 
thrown over the Sebeto ^ beyond it is a building 2000 
palms large called de^ granili , destined as a store house 
for private use. Opposite to i( are silk manufactories , 
tanneries and an iron fonndery. 

On the piazza del Mercato is the church of S^Eligio 
with a hospital for females , a conservatory for nuns who 
attend the sick, and one for the education of young girls; 
the hospital obtained in 1782 permission to open a bank 
which encreased in wealth and was united some years 
affo to that of the Two Sicilies; the church contains aa 
old copy of the celebrated universal judgment by Bona- 
roti, and a vrooden ba^«relief r^resenting the birth of 
Christ, by Merliano* 

The Carminella, built by some Neapolitan gentlemen 
in 1611, offers nothing of interest; the house adjoining 
it is now a conservatory for poor girls where they receive 
their education ; they are admitted after the age of 
seven years, and at the end of the eighteenth it is at thrir 
option to accept a marriage dowry of 100 ducats or to 
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remain in qnality of teachers ; tliej are occupied in silk 
works y such as velvets , crapes , ribbands , carpets , and 
other articles. 

The church of S. Agostino delta zecca and the 
Augustine convent were founded by Charles I; the church 
was rebuilt in 1641 on the designs of Picchiatti; in 176t 
it underwent other changes ; it contains the tomb of Joan- 
nelli; the belfry is a high well built tower. 

In the little church of S. Agrippino is a painting 
over the high altar by Marco da Siena, 

i$. Maria Egiziaea with the annexed convent was 
founded by Queen Sanche in 1342; the church was re- 
built in 164d by Lazzari; the picture over the high altar 
is by Andrea Vaccaro , the lateral jnctures , the §. Anne 
and the Virgin in one of the chapes are by Luca Gior^ 
dano ; that of the Rosario by Santafede , of S. Augustin 
and two lateral ones by Solimena , who also executed the 
Fergine del Carmine , the lateral pictures by de Matteis; 
the chapel of & Niccola di Bari contains three paintings 
by Parelli. 

Near the Egiziaea is the large establishment called 
the Nunziata erected by Sanche, the wife of king Robert, 
and enlarged by Queen Giovanna II whose tomb is in the 
church. Margaret de Duras, the mother of Ladislas, gave 
it the town of Lesina as a dotation. In 1515 the feudal 
estates of the rich abbey of Monte Vergine being in 
commenda were ceded by Leo X to this establishment. 
Donations and legacies were assigned to it by private in- 
dividuals to be employed in works of piety \ the four 
following verses inscribed over the door indicate the 
objects of these pious works. 

Lac pueris , dotem innuptis , uelumque pudicis , 
Datque medelam cegris hoec opulenta domusm 

ffinc merito sacra est illi , quce nupta j pudica j 
Ei lactans , orbis vera medela fuit. 

The bank attached to it contracted a debt in 1701 
of four and a half million of ducats and failed. In 1717 

12 
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a sum of forty thousand ducats was assigned to tlie cre- 
ditors at the rate of 1 • p. cent, and the establishment re- 
served to its use a like annual sum which has encreased 
to sixty four thousand ducats; the principal act of charity 
it now exercises is the reception of foundlings. It maint- 
ains about 550 infants, 200 nurses,. 72 veiled nuns di- 
vided into three classes having about 250 young girls under 
their direction who receive bread and 6ve grains a 
day from the institution and work for their own profit* 
Another 1 00 young girls supplied with food and dress , 
sew, weave, make stockings, gloves and other articles for 
the profit of the institution which also receives 30 pen^' 
colate who once belonged to the house and were unfor* 
tunate in the world ; these three classes are kept separate 
under the direction of their respective nuns* 

The church was rebuilt in 1540 on the designs of 
Manlio and contained paintings by Santafede , Corenzio » 
Massimo , Lanfranco and Luca Giordano , the high altar 
designed by Fansaga had cost 70,000 ducats* All . these 
pi'ecious works were destroyed by fire in the night of the 
8 february 1757. In 1760 the rebuilding was resumed by 
means of assistance obtained in a great measure by ladies 
and was completed in 1 782 at an expense of three hundred 
thousand ducats. It is now one of the finest churches of 
Naples. Yanvitelli, the architect, has shown an exquisite 
}aste in all the details \ the grand cornice is sustained by 
.44 marble corinthian columns , the paintings over the 
high altar and in the transept are by Francesco da Mura ^ 
the chiaro-scuri under the cupola which represent the 
prpphets by Fischetti , the four virtues modelled in 
stucco are by San mar lino. The confessione is of an oval 
figure supported by eight pair oi doric columns ; the 
sacristy and the tesoro which were saved from the fiames 
contain frescoes by Corenzio; the closets in the sacristy 
carved in bas-relief by Merliano represent the redeemers 
life , the bas-relief of the deposision from the cross in the 
passage from the church to the Tesoro is by the same 
artist.. In the tesoro is a marble statue of Alfonso Sancio 
by Dom^nico di Auria \ the belfry bell , the largest of 
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the city , weighs 68 cantars. In the room called the 
UiUenza del goi^emoj the Nunziata is painted in fresco by 
Solimena; the fountain in the middle of the coui*t once 
bdonged to the royal gardens of the duchessa , the one 
behind the edifice called the Scapillata fountain was 
made by Giovanni da Nola in 1541* 

The last object of notice in this quarter is the church 
of «S. Pietro ad Aram said to have been founded by S. 
Peter in which he celebrated divine service whence the 
appellation is derived* It is also said that here the apostle 
baptized S. Aspremo the first bishop of Naples and S* Can- 
dida ; the chapel in the portico is supposed to be the spot 
where these functions to^ place ; the church was restored 
on the designs of Pietro da Marino. 

The oboir once possessed a picture by Solario repre- 
senting his own and his wife's portrait, two by Massimo 
and two by Luca Giordano , all which have been trans- 
ferred to the museum. To the left of the high altar a 
picture on boards representing the Virgin and child is 
attributed to Leonardo da Vinci ; the birth of Christ placed 
in the second chapel is by Criscuoli; the paintings in the 
other chapels and particularly the bas-relief in the S, Nic- 
eola chapel representing the deposition from the cross j 
together with the S. Michael, the two latter by Giovanni 
da Nola, are worthy of notice; this church once belonged 
to the Lateran canons who have been succeeded by the 
Frati minorU 

S IX. . 

Quartiere del Pennino. 

This quarter , the smallest of the town , is situated 
between those of the Mercato , S. Lorenzo and Porto and 
is 80 called from the adjoining piazza. 

It is a real labyrinth from the bad construction of 
the houses 9 the irregularity of the streets and its nu- 
merous population dedicated to arts and manufactures; it 
is the quarter of goldsmiths, jewellers, dealers. The strade 
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, degli armieri , de^ lanzieri now inliabited by merdiants 
retain the name which shows their original destination* 

The Zecca or mint under the Swabian rule was the 
residence of Pietro delle Vigne the minister of Frederick II, 
It was purchased by king Robert in 1333 for the mint 
to which use it is applied at the present day. 

The piazza del Pennino was also called the Selle^ 
via from an ancient large tribune belonging to the people 
which was pulled down under Alfonso I, the fountain 
called deWAtlante is by Merliano* 

The church of S. Giorgio in the strada Forcella , 
rebuilt in 1 640 on the designs of Fansaga, contains some 
of the early works of Solimena. It is said to have been 
built by the emperor Gonstantine , and to have been the 
cathedral under Severus bishop of Naples 5 the adjoining 
church of *S. Severo was restored in 1604* 

S. Maria in Cosmedin is a parochial church; the 
Diuino Amore a convent for females. In the chapels are 
paintings by Massimo and de Matteis. 

The Monte di Pietd is a fine building by the ar^ 
chitect Cavagni. It was commenced in 1 598 ; the seven 
banks that existed in Naples were united to this esta- 
blishment which became the Banco delle due Sicilie , that 
of S. Giacomo, afterwards reopened, was called the Banco 
di corte ; the other dello Spirito Santo , which is now 
called the Banco delle due Sicilie*^ there are many frescoes 
by Belisario 5 the statue of the Addolorata over the 
church door is by Naccarini , those of security and cha- 
rity are attributed to Bernini ; the picture over the high 
altar, in which the artist introduced his own portrait, is 
by Santafede , that of the resurrection by him or by his 
son; the Assunta passes for the master piece of Ippolito 
Borghese. In the sacristy is the monument raised to the 
memory of cardinal Acquaviva by Fansaga. 

The conservatory of S. Filippo e Giacomo receives 
the daughters of silk vveavers. In the church of & Maria 
di Santo Spirito ^ called also Monte Vergine, are frescoes 
on the ceiling y the finest works of Andrea Vaccaro^ the 
painting to the right of the high altar is by Francesca 
di Maria , the one opposite by Santafede. 
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Near this dmrch i$ that of 5. Severino e Sossio 
with a magnificent Benedictine abbey; the church was 
enlarged in 1490 on the designs of Mormandi; the cupola, 
one of the first erected in Naples, was painled by Schefier 
a fl^nish artist ; the frescoes of the choir and transept are 
among the best works of Corenzio who also painted 
the ceiling of the lai^e nave , but being opened during 
the earthquake of 1731 it was repainted with the large 
picture over the door by de Mora; the one over the small 
door representing the baptism of Christ in the Jordan is 
by Perugino ; the two lateral paintings oh boards are at- 
tributed to the elder Amato and to Girolamo Imparato. 
The altar was designed by G>simo ; the choir is remark- 
able for the beauth'ul carvings it conuins, the statue on 
the Carafa tomb is by Naccarino , the redeemer on the 
cross by Marco da Siena ; the sculptures in the Gesualda 
chapel by Auria ; the pictures representing the crucifixion, 
the birth of Christ , the adoration of the Magi , the Na- 
tivity, and the Assumption are by Marco da oiena. The 
S. I^verino chapel contains the tombs of three brothers 
of that name who were poisoned by their uncle in I5l6 
through avidity for the succession; they are by Merliano* In 
the sacristy is the tomb of a child which merits observation; 
the child is placed in an urn covered with funeral drapery 
surrounded by several little boys one of whom lifts up the 
lid, a work attributed either to Merliano or to Pietro 
della Plata* In the adjoining chapel is a fine painting by San- 
tafede; in that of the holy tamily one by Marulli , with fres^ 
coes by Belisario; thePurita chapel contains the tomb of Gen* 
naro, that of the Medici^ statues by Merliano and la Plata* 
Over the high altar in the lower church is a large paint* 
ing by Solario ^ the one in the chapel to the right , re-^ 
presenting the madonna, the child and saints, is attributed 
to Andrea da Salerno* In the second chapel on the gospd 
side is a very ancient painting, and in the third the ar^ 
changel Raphael by Roccadimare of the school of Solario. . 
In the third cloister of the extensive monastery of 
S. Severino, Solario has represented the life of S. Benedict 
adding some fine perspectives to the figures which are. full 
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of expression. The refectory and chapter were painted by 
Corensio; the picture repipsenting die multiplication of 
loaves which contains 1 1 7 figures was executed in 40 days. 
This building now serves as a deposit for the archives 
that were formerly in the Vicaria, those of S. Lorenzo 
Maggiore , of the ancient Duchy of Naples and of the 
public administrations* 

Opposite S. Severino is the church of S. Marcellino 
with a monastery onde of Benedictine nuns and subse- 
quently of the visitation who have been transferred to 
Donnalbina. It is now, like the Miracoliy destined to the 
education of females; the church, built in 1616, was de- 
corated with fine marble in 1767 by Vanvitelli, the paint- 
ings on the ceiling are by Massimo, the frescoes of the 
cupola and angles Jby Belisario, the pictures in the transept 
by de Mura and Starace. 

S X. 

Quartiere di S* Lorenzo. 

This quarter and that of S. Giuseppe occupy the most 
central parts of the town ; the former the site of ancient 
Naples and a part of Palepolis. No quarter possesses so 
many ecclesiastical and charitable establishments which 
cover about one half of its surface. 

In the description of these numerous objects we shall 
commence with the Duomo or Cathedral on the site of 
which existed, at a very remote period, the temples of Nept- 
une and Apollo. It is the largest and most ancient church 
of Naples; it was restored hy Charles I of Anjou, and 
finished in 1299 by Charles II, the funds being provided 
by a tax imposed on the inhabitants ; the design by Nic- 
cold Pisano is of the gothic form; destroyed by the earth- 
quake of 1456 it was rebuilt under Alfonso I at the 
expense of several noble families whose arms are carved 
on the pilasters; the facade, also in the gothic style, was 
built in 1407 on the designs of Bambocci and renewed 
in 1788. 
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This Urge temple is like an aggregate of several 
cburchefi each of which contains Talnahle monuments; the 
principal church is divided into three naves sustained bj 
granite columns taken fr6m the two ancient temples. On 
each pilaster is the statue of an ancient bishop of Naples, 
the tunettes r^resenting doetors of the church , were 
executed on the designs of Giordanb ; the twx) annuncia- 
tions to the right and two saints to ihe left, are originala 
by Giordano; the S* Cirillo and S. John Chrjrsostome bj 
Solimena , the three on. the ceiling of the principal nave 
by Santafede, the ovals by Forli; the tribone by Poiczi, 
the lateral paintings by Corrado and by Pozzi; the high 
altar, the l^us^jrade, steps and choir, were made in 1 744 
on the designs of Pado Pbsi; the statue of the ^ssunta 
is by Braoci, the. two candelabri are of valuable jasper 
columns. 

Oyer the . great door are the tcmibs of Charles I and 
of his wife Glemeoaa by Pieiro de^i Stcfani; the two 
large paintings on the lateral doors are by .Giorgio Ya** 
sarj; the baptisntol font at the left et^trance,* formed of a 
large antique vase of egypttan basalt resting on -a poirphyry 
pedestal, Waa once consecrated to Bacchus. In the first chapel 
on the left nave the Redeemer with S. Thomas is by Mairco 
d^ Siena; (the bas>relief of the deposition on the tCNOBib by 
Nola. In; the second chapel the Pieta is by Caria, the side 
paintings by Balducci. Near the aacri^y are the cenotaph 
of Jnoocent XII , the t6mb of Andrea the husband of 
Jane I , who Israa strangled at A versa ; the .tbmb of In** 
nocenc IV who died in 1254 is by degli Stefani; the chapel 
of the seminario contains a painting of the Yisntation by 
Santoro; that of Galeota oil paintings by Agnok) Franco 
a pupil of Golantonio di Fiore , and a very old one of 
the Saviour placing his feet on Uie sun ; the toinb of Fa-? 
bio Galeota is by Fansaga when in his 82 year. 

On the other side of the high altar are the Carac- 
cioli chapel with the tomb of Cardinal Ippolito Caraccioii 
by Ghetti ; the Minutoli chapel was designed by Masuor 
cio; the picture representing the passion is by Tommaso 
Stefani , the altar and tribune are by Pietro Stefani. and 
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Uie Minntoli tomb by Bamboccto, tbe cbapel de'Tocco 
contains freseoes bj Tesanro , and a bas-relief by Caeca* 
Tello : finally near the little entrance door is the Sersale 
toiob by Sanmartino and over it was a painting by Pietro 
Perogino which is now in the naseum* 

The mbterranean church or confession was begnn 
in 1 492 by cardinal Giraffii who \m it to his famuy ; 
the marble roof is BiMtained by ten Jonic colamns; the 
walls are covered with arabesques in bas-relief, the body 
of S* Gennaro is deposited within the high altar; near 
it is the statue of the cardinal supposed to be by Bonaroti* 

The basilick of S. Restituta in the small nave to 
the 1^ in the Dnomo was once the Duomo of Naples , 
and was built with materials of the temple of Apollo under 
Gonstantine. In 669 it was restored by Gostantino Pego- 
nato who built and embellished several churches; the 
table of the high altar is supported by two fine trapezzo- 
fori which must have served as an omement to some an<^ 
eient temple. In the chapel of S. Maria del Prmcipio 
is a picture of the Madonna in mosaic of theVII century; 
the littlet cupola of the chapel S. Giovanni in f6nte is 
also in mosaic. On the wall opposite this chapel is a large 
painting of the Assumption by Pietro Perugino; near the 
entrance are the tomb of Mazzocehi by Sanmartino and an 
antique sarec^hagus containing the ashes of Piscicelli. 

Opposite S. Restituta is the chapel of S Germano 
called the Tesoro. It was built by the Neapolitans on the 
occasion of the plague of 1 526 ; the plan is a greek cross 
of 94 palms in its largest extension. On the great bronze 

fate are two marble statues of Ss. Peter and Paul by 
Inelli y around the chapel 42 corinthian brocaletto co- 
lumns , with niches for bronze statues , the best of which 
are by Finelli, and the two near the sacristy by Fansaga; 
beneath are other niches containing 37 silver statues of 
saints ; the high altar of porphyry richly decorated was 
designed by Solimena ; the statue of S. Gennaro is by Fi- 
nelli ; the paintings of the three altars near the gospel 
are by Domenichino; of those on the three opposite altars, 
the central one is by Ribera , the others by Dominichino 
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and Massimo; the frescoes of the andes, lunettes and 
ceilings are also by Domenichino who had begnn the cu- 
pola , but at his death this part was effaced by Lanfranco* 
Guido Reni had first been called for the execution of these 
works, but the two Neapolitan painters Ribera and Co- 
rensio having threatened his life he fled from Naples ; 
the sacris^ rich in works of art contains a sketch by 
Domenichino which was finished by Massimo and some 
fine pictures by Giordano; the ceiling is by Farelli. Sundry 
vases of value and the vase containing the blood of S. Gen- 
naro , the miraculous liquifaction of which occurs three 
times in the year, are preserved in this church. 

To this rich chapel which has cost upwards of a 
million of ducats twelve ecclesiastics are attached with the 
title of chaplains of the Tesoro. 

To the right of the Duomo is a small piazza with 
a column supporting the statue of S. Gennaro by Finelli^ 
at this place stood the antique bronze horse the head of 
which is placed in the museum. 

On the opposite side of the Duomo is the archbishop's 
palace in which the friezes in the jgrand apartment ar^ 
by Lanfranco: annexed to it is the Seminario urbano and 
in front the church & Maria Donna Jiegina with an 
extensive monastery formerly of Benedictine and afterwards 
of franciscan nuns. It was enlarged by Queen Maria the 
wife of Charles II of Anjou who finished her days here in 
1 323 , and from whom it derived its appellation. The 
females attached to her service inhabited an adjoining ritiro 
which still preserves the title of S.Maria anceUarum'j 
the present church, rebuilt in 1620 on the designs of 
Guarino , contains some fine ornaments and pictures; the 
one over the high altar is by Criscuoli^ the lateral ones 
are by Giordano. In the chapels are a S. Francis by So- 
limena , an Annunciation and a Conception by Merlin , 
in the sacristy a crucifixion by Santafede ; the frescoes in 
the grand choir are by Solimena , those in the minor one 
by Giordano. In the old church , now called the Comu^ 
nichinoj is the tomb with the recumbent statue of the 
Queen by the second Masuctio. 

13 
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' S» Giuseppe de^ Buffi k anotlier ifemak convent 
foanded in. 1611 \ tbe church is on the designs of Laz-^ 
zari^ the portico by Guglielmelli , the frescoes of the cu- 
pola are by de Mura , and in the large chapel to the; right 
of the hign altar is a painting by Giordano. 

The street is called the jinticagUa from ]the remains 
of old buildings that belonged to the ancient theatre; its 
form was a yast semicircle united to a parallelogram which 
must have extended to the convent of S. Paolo. Statins 
says that there were two theatres at Naples 

Et geminam molem nudi lectique theatri 

' ' > MB. HI. c. V. V. 91. 

the one covered, the other open as they are seen atPompei; 
the upper part of this quarter was called in ancient times 
the regio montana being the most elevated part of Naples 
and in the lower ages the somma piazza. 

Between the Anticaglia and the porta S. Gennaro is 
the church of S* Giovanni in Porta which contaii^, over 
the high altar , a painting attributed to Solimena or to 
one of his scholars. 

The chuiHjh of 5. Maria del Gesii possesses several 
good paintings. Over the high altar a circumcision by Va^- 
sari; in the chapel S. Ghiara, the Visitation an J^ the An* 
nunciation by Solimena , the Conception and the infant 
Jesus by Giordano, two by Bernardino, and two by de 
Matteis. 

In the vicinity there are two other female convents 
la Consolazione and S. Pat rizia. The latter is said to 
have been founded in the IV century by Patrizia, a niece 
of Gonstantine who visited NapleSi where she died in 3€5; 
some antiquaries are of opuiioi^ that the subterranean parts 
of this edifice belonged to the temple of Parxhenope 
and formed part of her tomb; the monastery once of 
the Benedictine order contains two churches one in 
the interior which is. op6n only two days in the year, the 
other external ;, in it are preserved one of tbe nails which 
pierced the body of Christ on the hvosa and the body 
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is by Sanfdiice ; the painting of the adoration of the Magi 
is by Criscuolo', the one with several saints by Santafede. 

Adjoining S* Patrizia is the church of S. Maria del 
Popolo , called Tutti i Santi agV Incurabili which cont- 
ains some very fine pictures : the altar piece by Mura , 
those in the chapels by Massimo, Vaccaro , oantafede , 
Battistelli , and in the third chapel to the left one by 
Andrea di Salmio. 

The Santa Cusa degV Incurabili^ the principal hospi- 
tal of Naples was founded in 1521. It receives patients 
of both sexes who sometimes amount to ' the number of 
two thousand. To each corridor or corsea are attached 
a physician, a surgeon and several assistants. In the church 
beloB^ing to the hospital is the tomb of Andrea di Gapoa 
by Merliano* 

That of 5. Maria succurre miseris 'contains a fine 
statue of the Virgin by Merliano ; this church belongs to 
the confiratemity de^ bianchi composed of priests dedi- 
cated to offer religious consolation to the condemned. 

To the right of S. Patricia are the female ednvents 
of the ! Trentatre and of the Regina coeli; the first dis- 
tinguished by the strictness of its rules , contains a Purity 
by Giordano; the second belongs; to the ladies of the 
P^isitation who attend the sick and instruct young girls; 
the church lined with marble and built by Mormando 
contains a painting of the Virgin by Santafede; a S» Francis 
by a good artist; a Circumcision in the fourth chapel by 
Andrea da Salerno; the three pictures in the second chapel 
to the left are by Giordano , the altar piece by Criscuolo, 
near the high altar two by Bardellino , the on^ over the 
door by Dominicis. 

The church 4)f S» Maria delle^ Grazie was built 
in i 500 on the designs of Giacomo de Sanctis ; the oil 
and fresco paintings in the tribune and the nave are by 
fienasca who was buried in this church in 1688 ; in the 
Giiistiniani chapel is a bas-relief by Merliano representing 
the deposition from the cross with the Marias^ S. John, 
Nicodemus and S. Joseph; in the Senescalli chapel atiotber 
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of S. Thomas touching the ribs of the Redeemer who is in 
the midst of the apostles ^ the Virgin in the Gualtieri 
chapel in also by Meriiano , the statues of S. Jerome and 
of the B. Peta* over the doors of the choir are by Lo- 
renzo Vaccaro y the Fergine deUe Grazie with S. Francis 
and other saints by Criscuoli , the bas-reliefs representing 
the conversion of d. Paul are by d' Auria , the baptism 
of Christ by Cesare Turco ; the painting of S. Andrew 
in the Lauri chapel and the fresco representing S. Anthony 
are by Andrea da Salerno j the rosario by Andrea Vac- 
caro , and the madonna delle grazie in we sacristy by 
Santafede \ the tomb to the right of the door is by Mer- 
iiano, the (me to the left by Geccarello. 

Opposite this church is the monastery of S. Gaudioso 
now the coUegio medico-chirnrgico which affords instruction 
in medicine and surgery to 120 pupils who attend the 
daily practice in the hospital of the Incurabili; a botanic 
garden , a museum of pathology, a cabinet of anatomy in 
wax and a library form part of the establishment. 

Near the isolated building destined for a pris(m is the 
ancient church of S^Agnello said to have been founded by 
that saint in the V century which contains several curions 
monuments of art. In a long chapel which was the ancient 
church a picture of the Virgin painted on the wall is 
attributed to the time of the emperor Justinian; the S. Je» 
rome in half-relief near the sacristy door, the recumbent 
statues on the Poderigo tombs and the S. Dorothea are 
all by Meriiano ; the bas-relief of the Vii^[in at the high 
altar is said to be by Santacroce; the Virgin and cdiud 
in the Lettieri chapel by d' Auria; the S. Carlo by Ca-^ 
racciolo, the Magdalen by Solimena, the virgin, child and 
saints by Negroni of Cosenza ^ and the S. Lucfa behind 
the high altar are paintings worthy of observation. 

Contiguous to the church is tne monastery of S. An- 
drea founded by four sisters of the Parascandolo family 
who shut themselves up in their own house in 1587; the 
church was built by Grimaldi , the frescoes are by Gian- 
bernai*dino y the picture oyet the high altar by Criscuolo 
and the lateral statues by GhettL 
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The church of S. Maria di Costantinop oli in the 
street of that name was built in 1528 on the designs of 
fra Nuvolo ; the frescoes of the choir and cupola are by 
Belisario, the paintings in the first and second chapels by 
Crisciiolo and Bernardino , the adoration of the Magi iii 
the chapel to the right by Santafede , the hi^h alter an4 
the statues of S. James and S. Sebastian by l^an^gai; the 
pulpit is sustained by four verd'antico columns. 

The church of S. Giambattista was founded in 
1610 on the designs of Piocluati and finished by Nauclerio^ 
the facade, though overcharged with ornaments, produces a 
fine effect; the picture ovei* the altar is by Giordano, that 
of the Triad by Massimo , the Virgin , child and S. John 
Baptist by. Balducoi^ our Saviour at. the table of Simon 
is a fine copy from Galabrese. 

& Maria delta Sapienza destined fin* a college 
became i monastery in 1535^. the church was built by 
Grimaldi, the facade with its magnificent portico b by Fan- 
saga , the frescoes are by Gorensio , the crno^ion , Christ 
euriog the demoniac, his temptation , ai« by Massimo, 
Jesus disputing vnth the doctors , and the Roiario are by 
Liama. 

At the beginning of the strada de' TribunaK is the 
female convent the Croce di Lucca founded in 1534^ the 
church .was built in 1610 , the high altar is by Sanfelice, 
the pictures near it are by Rossi , the Yirgiu under a 
drapery supported by two angels is the finest work of 
Pietro Ne^oni who died in 1566. 

The little church of S. Gioi^anni Eyangelista was 
built by Giovanni Pontano in 1492; the internal walls 
are covered with gredi epigraphs which Martorelli has 
endeavoured to interj>ret« 

& Maria Maggiore commonly called the Pietra 
santa was erected on the ruins of the temple of Diana 
die remains of which indicate its former magnificence; the 
lane called Pietra santa is named in the old maps yicus 
lunoe , the one parallel to it is still called uico del sole; the 
ancient convent in which the assemblies of the Accademiii 
Ponuniana ware once held is now a cjuarter for the 
Pompieri. 
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. The climdi. ^MT^ihfocata e refUgid known as the 
Purgdtorio ad urco iwas hmlt ia 1 604 with alms for th& 
souk in purgatory which are held ui high devoti<m by the 
Neapolitans; it was completed on the desi^is of Fansaga 
by Mastrilli whose >.tomb ist on the high altar ; the altar 
jpiece is[ by, Massimo > the picture over it by Far^lli, the 
one in the firsi! chapel to the Ie& by Giordano^ in the next 
chapel is a highly esteemed /work by Yaccaro* 

4$. Angela a Segno contains a fine S. Michael with 
^e dragon, by Boccadirame a pupil of Solano* 

The: chttsch of iS. i^o/o was erected inithe VI c«a- 
tury on the'i*uiiis:of a magnificent temple raised in the 
forum of Augustus to Castor and Pollux by Julius Tarsus 
a freedman of Tiberius. The cornice with eight 'colnmns 
and some statues still existed in 1683 when it was de-* 
stroyed by aii earthquake ^ the only remains. left aire two 
columns' with ai part of ^ the architrave endMsed in the 
fa9ade, the mutjiaisd) stajtiies of Gastoi^ and Pollux , and 
the ancient founiia^ns on which the church was built 
in 1691 ; the design: is by Grimaldi, the paintings of the 
choir and transept are among the best woriLs.of.Gorenzio; 
the ceiling of the chief nave was painted by Massimo , 
the pictures near the lai^e windows were commenced by 
Andrea iVaccaro and finished by Andrea di Leone , the 
^Itar is by Fuga, the tabernacle by Raphael the fleming; 
the. richest chapels are those of S. Gaetano and S. Andrea 
Avellipo, both to the left of the high altar. In the sub-^ 
terranean chapel under the former where the body of 
S. Gaetano is deposited , the frescoes are by Solimena and 
the bas-reliefs by Domenico Yaccaro ; the chapel of the 
Purita in the lower part of the small nave contains four 
statues; an old painting on boards of the birth of Christ 
which is attributed to Marco da Siena 4 the frescoes 
in the first chapel behind the high altar are by Andrea 
Falcone , the chapel of the Angelo. Custode contains a 
statue by Yaccaro and ornaments by Solimena. In the 
sacristy are some valuable paintings; in the fall of Simoa 
magus and in the vision of S. Paul Solimena has displayed 
his genius.^ there are also works by Santafede and other 
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good artists 4 ^ cloister is deeovated' with 24 giianite lonio 
columns which belonged to the temp)e of the Dioscmri or 
to the theatre; near the minor door, enclosed in the wally 
is a pillar of the temple of Nej^mie excavated fronk under 
the Duomo where the temple stood ^ it is 5 palms in* 
diameter and 34- in height. 

The church of S. Zorenzo is also situated on- the 
piazza S* Paqlo , here also was the Basilica aagustale on 
the augustal forum afterwards called the Mercato uecchio/ 
where the assemblies of the senate and people continued' 
to be held until Charles I of Anjou built the churdi of 
S. Lorenzo on the spot occupied by the curia augustalet 
the designs in the gothic style by Maglione were executed 
by the second Masuccio who raised me central arch ; the 
cdluBin»of different marbles and orders now in the chapels* 
and the pilasters were taken from the ancient edifices above, 
mentioned, and are now covered with stucco; the statues 
and bas-reliefs of the high ' altar are by Merliano ; the 
diapel of S. Antonio was designed by Fansaga and contains' 
a painUng of the saint on a gold ground hy maestro Si« 
mone a contemporary of Giotto and two by Calabrcse. 
In a smaller chapel is another painting by ipiaestro Simone 
which represents S* Louis giving the crown to Robert his* 
younger brother ; in theCacace chapel the Rosario is by 
Massimo > the Virgin with two saints in a little chapel- 
under the pulpit is an esteemed work of Lama. In the 
i£oir are the tombs of five prinbes of the second branch 
of the house of Anjou, that of DuraS, which show the style 
of art in the XIV century. On the pavement near the 
entrance to the church is the tomb of Giambattista della 
Porta , that of Poderico in the passage to the cloister is* 
attributed to S^ntaoroce , that of Altitnoresca is by Bam- 
bocci , the facade of the church is by Sanfeliee. 

& GregoriOiArmeno or &• Zig^wori with the mona- 
stery of Benedictine ) nuns was built by Cavagni; from a 
greek inscription nited by Capacido and the ruins of co- 
lumns and statnel found on the spot, it appears that the 
temple of Ceres occupied, diis site; the church contains ^ 
paintings by Ribeita, Giordi^io^ Theodore the fleming and' 
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other good artists^ over the cloister gate » a fine paintiog 
by del Po , the chapel within the monastery was paintea 
in fresco by de Matteis. 

fidhind S. Idguori was the ancient regio Nilensisj 
inhabited by the Egyptians and Alexandrines settled at 
Naples. A statue of the Nile , the head crowned with the 
lotas and surroonded with children and crocodiles , is 
atill to be seen in the vico Bisi which was probably the 
yicus Alexandrinus ; the two churches in the vicinity are 
called 4$ Angela a Nilo and S. Niceolb a Nilo ; to the 
latter is annexed a conservatory and a ritiro for females; 
over the high altar is a picture by Giordano. 

The Monte delta Misericordia near the Duomo was 
founded in 1601 on the designs of Picchiati^ the institu- 
tion distributes alms , maintains several beds in the hospital ^ 
pays the debts of the poor to the extent of 100 ducats , 
supplies the sick with money to take the mineral baths 
of Ischia, and gives dotations to poor girls* The church is of 
an octagon form with seven altars corresponding to the 
seven works of mercy, the statues of the virgin, of cha- 
rity and of mercy placed on the facade , are by Andrea 
Falcone , the painting of the high altar is by Garavaggio, 
the others are by Santafede , Giordano , Rodrigo v Batti-* 
stello and Corenzio. In the apartment are pictures by Fran* 
cesco de Mura left by him with other propaly to the 
institution. 

To the church of S. Maria a Colonna ^ situated in 
the same street , is attached the Seminario , once a con- 
servatory of music in which Vinci , Porpora and Pergo- 
lese were educated ; the paintings at the high altar and in 
the chapels are by de Matteis.. 

The church of 5. Filippo JVeri was built in 1 592 on 
the designs of Bartolomeo , the cupola and fa9ade hj Laz- 
zari were altered by Fuga , the statues are by Sanmartino. 
The interior is divided intx> three naves ^ the central one 
sustained by 12 granite columns 24 palms high; the frescoes 
in the lunettes o^er the columns are by Benasca^ the paint- 
ing over the principal door ^representing Christ driving 
the dealers out of die temple , is one of the finest works 



Digitized by 



Google 



105 

of Giordano , tlie frescoes . near the small door and at the 
four angles of the cupola are by Mazzanti ; the liigh altar 
is composed of choice marbles , the tabernacle of pietre 
dure. 

The frescoes of the S. FiKppo chapel are by Soli- 
mena , the altar piece is a copy from Guido of the ori-* 
ginal in the Oratorio at Rome retoucbed by Guido bim* 
self, tbe small cupola in the conception chapel was painted 
•by Simonelli , the picture of tbe conception by Fracan- 
zano; the chapel to tbe rigbt of tbe high altar, designed 
by Lazzari , contains statues by Pietro Bernini , a nativity 
by Pomarancio, the annunciation to tbe sbepberds by San- 
^fede^ Tbe paintings of tbe chapel S. Francesco di Sales 
arc by de Matteis, tbe S, Francesco d'Assisi by Guido 
ileni , near this cbapel is tbe tomb of Yico ^ the cbapel 
of S. Agti^e contains a painting by Pomaranci and others 
by Giordano , that of S* Garlo and S. Filippo one by 
Giordano* 

The 5. Maria Maddalena de* Pazzij and tbe S. Mi- 
chael in a chapel opposite are by Giordano; the adora* 
tion of the Magi , in that of the epiphany, is by Corenzio, 
the S. Jerome terrific by the trumpet of the last iodgment 
is a fiiie work by Gessi; the cbapel of the holy family 
contains the last work of Santafede which was left unfin*^ 
ished at bis death and the last chapel of & Alexis by 
Pietro da Cortona. 

The sacristy is filled with fine paintings : a fresco of 
S. ' Fih'ppo in glory by Giordano , the meeting of Jesus 
and 3. John , the flight into Egypt, by Guido, nmrder of 
the Innocents by Balducci, the mother of Zebedeus speaking 
to Christ, and the Virgin washing the infant by Santa- 
fede , the ecoe homo and S* Andrew by Ribera, two pictu- 
res of tbe passion by Bassano il vecchio , the Madonna 
with the infant and S. John attributed to Raphael , and 
odiers by Domenichino, Pomaranci, Baroccio* 

The extensive mcmastery annexed to the church conn 
tains a fine library in which is a codex on parchment of 
tragedies of Seneca ornamented with miniature paintings by 
Solano which express tbe actions represented in the tragedies. 
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S X. 

Quartiere di S. Giuseppe. 

This quarter is also central and contains seyeral 
monuments of art. 

The church of S. Maria delta Pietd de Sangri was 
rebuilt in a style of greater, magnificence by Alessandro 
di Sangro, the patriarch of Alestandria in 1613 as a s^ 
pulchre for the Sangro family , princes of S. Severo* It 
was subsequently decorated with a profusion of marbles by 
Raimondo di Sangro who made the designs of the corw 
nice and of the capitals on the pilasters which are of exqui- 
site taste ; the series of tombs begins with the patriarch 
and finishes with Baimondo* Two of them serve as altars, 
those of S. Oderisio and S. Rosalia , both saints of the 
Sangro family. Under each' arch is the mausoleum of one 
of the family with a statue of the size of life , and in the 
contiguous pilaster is the tomb of the wife of the person 
buried in the adjoining mausoleum; the statues of the 
females express the particular virtue by which they were 
distixigui3hed ; the four tombs near the entrance are by 
Fansaga and other good sculptors. Commencing by .the 
£rst pilaster to the right of the principal domr are the 
following statiies: Divine love, author unknown; edu- 
cation by Queirolo , command over oneself Celebrano, sin- 
cerity and candour Queirolo; on the opposite side chastity 
by Corradini, mildness, by Persico, Religious zeal and de^ 
jcorum Corradini, liberality by Queirolo; the statue placed 
t)ver the door and repres^iting Gecco di Sangro armed 
•with sword , helmet and cuirass coming .out of an iron 
chest is by Gelebrano ; the statues and altars of Ss. Ode* 
Tisio and Rosalia are by Queirolo; those of candour and 
idiiarity are unique in their kind , the former represents 
a man envelopped in a net from which he endeavours to ex^ 
-tricate himsdf bymeans of his own intellect which is figured 
AS a genius; the net is cut out ih the same piece of macble 
and touches the figure only in a few parts; the statue 
of charity the wodi of Gorradini is covered, with a veil 
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through which the beauties of the figure are perceptible; 
these statues belong to the tombs of the father and mother 
of Raimondo di Sangro : the dead Christ is by Sanmartino* 
Over the sacristy door is. the portrait of the prince Rai- 
mondo by Amalfi , the bas-relief at the high altar repre- 
senting nalvary and the passion of Christ is by Celebra- 
no ; the two angels at the end of the altar are by Per* 
sico , the altar is decorated with two rosso antico columns* 

S. Domenico Maggiore z this church was founded 
in 1284 by Charles II of Anjou on the designs of the 
first Masuccio. It is of the gothic style , and having suf- 
ferd in the earthquake of 1456 , it was restored on the 
original plan by Novello di S. Lucano , the high altar is 
by Fansaga ^ the chapels deserving notice are : the rosario 
with painting by Fischietti and sculptures by Sanmar-^' 
tino, S« Steiano contains two tombs by Santacroce and a 
portrait of the Madonna and child by Giotto^ the Pinelli 
chapel once possessed a painting of the annunciation by 
Titian which was carried away by the viceroy of Arra- 
gon ; the present painting is a copy by Giordano \ the 
pilaster nearly opposite the rosario chapel is decorated 
with three fine statues by Merliano. In the Crispo chapel 
the altar piece is by Marco da Siena , the S. Bartolomeo^ 
in that called the Roccella ,<• by Calabrese, the other two 



by Lanfranco , the statue of S. John Baptist in the Rota 

hapel is by 
d* Auria , the frescoes iii that of the Franchi are by Co- 



chapel is by Merliano, the tomb of the poet Rota by 



i*enzio , the Saviour tied to the column by Caravaggio; the 
last chapel near the principal door contains a S. Joseph by 
•Giordano , a copy of a holy family by Raphael , the ori- 
ginal of which was taken away by the viceroy of Arragon; 
the epiphany and the virgin by Solano , that of S* Mar- 
tin a birth of Christ by Sabatini* In the chapel of the 
trmcifinon is a very ancient painting of this subject , the 
deposition is by Solario , calvary by Corso , the Carafa 
tomb was begun by Agnello di Fiore and finished by Mer- 
liano; the frescoes in the S. Raimondo chapel are by Agnolo 
Franco , a pupil of Colantonio di Fiore , in that of Braa- 
i^cci, the Magdalen and S. Dominico painted in oil are 
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by Maestro Stefanone , the Vii^ by Agnolo Franco, the 
S. Thomas Acqainas by Giordano; the Carafa chapel 
contains an ascension by Marco da Siena ^ a bas-relief of 
S. Jerome by Agnello di Fiore ; near the S. Giacinto chapel 
is the tomb of Galea zzo Pandone by Merliano. 

In the sundry chapels near the small door which 
constitnted the dominican church till 1231 , are various 
old paintings worthy of obseryation : the Madonna delle 
Grazie and two saints by Augelo Franco, the S. Dome- 
nico said to have been taken from life , the side pictures, 
the madonna and saints in the S* Sebastian chapel , are by 
the two Donzelli , the purification by Marco da Siena , 
two by Giordano; this church possesses several tombs of 
princes of the line of Anjou and Arriagon ; those of two 
sons of Charles II are by the elder Masuccio, the sacristy 
twelve of the Arragonese princes y the ceiling by Solimena, 
the altar piece by Lanfranco , the frescoes by del P05 the 
room occupied by S. Thomas Aoquinas in the adjoining 
convent has been changed into a chapel and one of the 
halls is assigned to the meetings of the Pontaniana Academy* 

The bronze statue of S. Dominick, placed on a kind 
of obelisk in the piazza , was begun bv Fansaga and 
finished by Vaccaro in 1 737; the church of S.Maria Rotonda 
within the Casacalenda palace, was built with the mate- 
rials of a temple of Vesta to which the granite columns 
belonged. 

5. Pietro a Majella a gothic structure, with the 
Celestine abbey, were founded by Pietro CelesUno after* 
wards Pope, whose hermitage was situated on Monte Ma- 
jella , in the Abruzzi \ the paintings on the ceiling by Ca- 
lab^ese represent the actions of Celestine on the mountain 
a)id during his papacy; the altar piece on the Celestino 
chapel is by Masuccio , the frescoes by de Matteis , the 
statue of S. Sebastian by Merliano ; the assumption in th« 
Gaetani chapel by del Po , the Virgin with the child 
marrjring S* Catherine in presence of S. Pier Celestina 
18 by Criscuolo , the frescoes in the sacristy are by de 
Matteis. 

The coUegio di musica ,^ formed of the three that 
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remained^ lliose eeJiied tiieiPielk de* tiilrcliiDiy, & Onofrio^ 
and Loreto, has been transferred to this monastery. 

To the church <»lled the. jRedenzione de^cattwi built 
in 1 549 was united a rich and! pkms foundation for the 
redemption of christian captires from the Barbary powers^ 
the piece over the high altar k by Farelli. 

S. Marta was built in 14Q0 l^y Margaret, the mother 
of king Ladislas , the altar, piece is by Ya^caro. 

S. Francesco delle monache contains a painting by 
Marco da Siena and some good works in the chapels« . 

The church of Santa Chiara was begun in 1 3 1 by, 
king Robert and by Sanche his wife and was consecrated 
in 1344* It is 320 .palms long and 120 broad; the design 
Is of the gothic order ^ it was restored a few years lateB 
by Masuccio who erected the belfry; the ^frescoes by Giottd 
were subsequently effaced with the excepition of thC' VixT 
gin and child on a small altar near the pilaster at the minor 
entrance. Since 1744 the church has been decorated on 
the designs of Yaccaro; the three lunettes near the chcnr, 
4he frescoes rin the nave, and centre , the oil paintings at 
the angles of the high altar, are by G)ncha ; the painting 
2)et\ireen the four virtues, the; altar piece, the one in the 
choir representing kinc Robert visiting the building, is hj 
Francesco da Mura ; the third large iresco on the ceiling^ 
the four doctors and the angels are by Bonito. Over the 
high altar^ designed by Sanfelice , is a silver statue of the 
conception; the painting to the right of the altar is by 
Lanfranco. The chapels of the Balzo and Gito families 
contiiin bas«-reliefs and other works by Sanmartino , the 
tomb near the small entrance is by Merliano^ Among the 
royal tombs existing in this church is that of Robert the 
wise who in 1343 assumed the religious habit, and he is 
represented hoth as king and friar; near it is that of his 
son Giarles , both by Masuccio , those of Jane I and of 
three femaies of the house of Anjou^ To the left of the 
altar is. the. chapel for tombs of the reigning family; that 
€f prince Philip is by Sanmartino. 

The Gesu nuovo or Tmnitd maggiore was built 
in 1 584 . in the palace of die prince of Salerno on tha 



Digitized by 



Google 



110 

designs of padre Provedofy atjesoit:; ft is divided 1^ three 
naves and had a cupola whifji feU in the earthquake of 
168d and on which Laofreknoo had painted a representa- 
tion of Paradise , of which : the only remains are the four 
evangelists at* the angles^ another cupola was raised and 
painted by Matteis, but as - it threaftened min by the 
sinking in of one the pilasters it was pulled down and 
a cup with stacco ornamenlsi was- subs;tituted in its place. 
Over the g^eat entrance is a fresco by Solimena of Helio- 
dorus driven out of the/ temp]e^ a lai^e composition full 
of expression but deficient in unity of action ; the paintings 
6v6r the high altar are by Massimo, the frescoes in the 
S» Anna chapel by ^olime^ia when in his 1 8 year j the 
Cupola preceding' the chapel Inr Benasoa , the statues of 
leremiah and I)avid in that of S. Ignazio are by Fansaga, 
the S. Ignazio by Imparato , the others by Bibera;*^ 
iceiling by Gorenzio Was retouched by de Matteis, the 
StFrancesco Saverio is bV Bernardino and. the upper frescoes 
by Giordiano *, the S* Trinita chapel cou'tains a painting 
by Guercipo and frescoes by G)renzio j those in the sa- 
cristy are by Falcone. 

The college annexed to the church w«s - restored • to 
the Jesuit order in 1816, ao this has:been added the* sup- 
pressed nionaslcry of the nuns of S. Sebastian in which 
die sehools are established. 

On the piazza del Gesu is a kind of o|>clisk.130 
palms high supporting a statue of the cpnception, a mo^ 
nument presenting a mass of tasteless ornaments. In 1 705 
& colossal bronze statue of Philip Y, the finest work of 
Lor^zo Yaccaro, was erected on this spot but it was de- 
stroyed by the Germans. 

On the fountain of Monte Oliveto is a bronze statue 
iof Charles 11 of Spain erected in 1668 on the deigns of 
Gafaro. 

The : church of Monte ^ Olivnta claims arttention from 
the various monnmenu of art it possesses; the alur piece 
by Yasari representing the pnssentation. a^ the temple has 
been transferred to the museum; the frescoes in the choir 
^$xt by Sisione Papa ; the, organ over tl^e door is one of 
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dfee beA m ■ Italy ^ Ad fii9S0<>e& ^ tbe Tokwn^^i, the .altiiB 
piece of 'the S. Elaeidd,. tehftpelt<» ane by .de.Matleis^ thai 
in the SagramefUQ .by i8aota£d[e. The PiccolomiDl chapel 
possesses a bean tiful lialf^relief of . thte '(S«viotti^s birth by 
DonateUOf' and) onb <^vei\rit ,rept«tehtiB^ » i4iam)e;of aD^efa 
by Rossellini a florentine soulpftttr wh^ eaecAitedi tbecrtt* 
cifixion and the toin^ of Maria o£ATvagdn;^ ia> tbeVPezzo 
chapel, the VirgiQ withi.ihe^chtldi and tvffi miiU f the 
bas-rdief oi^the Ttdeemer calling Si BeMr isto tbe boit^ 
are by SaixUcpocey; thbligooriidbapel > the 'Virgin cWd 
and aaints, the basi>Fe£ef of Si Franeet^ di Paola and tfa^ 
four evangelists kre by Merliano ;in ihe Mastrogiadici^ apd 
the ADnunoiatbn,.aoe; various tonbsibyJMajaLnO^ the stattiie 
of S. Antbootybl^r Santacroce, the Artaldo. chapel boataibs a 
S. John JSaptJstsby > Aferliano;; • tbe-'S* 'Ccialoforo chapel : a 
paioting by Solimena; the chapel of the holy sepulchre 
deserves aUention by. the statiies ih tewra' coita by Moda^ 
nino; while they represeM tba imys Wry they i*etrace the 
features of aeTwral distiniuidied personages <)« the timeeia 
S. Joseph of Arimatea 9 Sannazaytis; in ^ioodemus, P^^t^** 
tano'; in S. Jthb and the . adjoiniog statue 'Alfof^o.U 
and his son Ferdinand, ther frescoes' of the' aadfisty ^are by: 
Vasari. This church "Wias given to the /congrj^gatio'in of 
S» Anna, de' liOmbsrdi «: chbrch; btailtuby the oEiomhar^i 
settled at Naples in 1581 which fell iva A^&i.lt4iOt^^m^ 
ed paintioga. hy 'Baldncci, Santafedir, iBa^nd^ Latfran- 
CD, Garavaggio'abd .Gorenm^ .. ^ i r • '. 

; The icj^oh .iittd labibey of ftjonle OUveto wem fban-4 
ded in 1411i by.Guirello Origlia Iwho endoi^efd^ it witb.^ir 
]^yenue of ten likou^iand ducats^ This revenue vv^sci^cr^s^* 
by other piilitatei^donations and: sundry fevldal "esjlaDe^ by) 
Alfonfo II. The iibbey coasiats of four.cIioiMeya ia the* sen 
eond of which ^^in the Palo chapel y GiovanlU da Molft> 
has represented the apparitiaa of the Bedeelner *ii* Emm-^: 
aus ; the refectory was paiatecl ,by Yasari ; ithis- ei^naivc/ 
edifice is now iapplied to other.purpos^;'t the garden oa 
the Toledo side to a botianic garden^ afterwards^a nuarkel; 
place , the buUding near the .church io.the idmibistratioii 
of the «omiKiune ', and the internal paittd the Jntendenxkti 
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of the province of Nkples; on the Cotsea feide to Ae com- 
inercial tribunal, to the c^rpo delta cUtd^ the > municipa- 
lities of two quarters of ihe towii and^thcT' offices. 

'Th^ chnrch of S* Maria Donalbina contains frescoes 
and oil paint^gs by Solimena and Malinconico^ and four 
stocco gilt statues by VaccarOi 

* S* Maria la noud and the <ad|ei:ning convent were 
founded in 1268 on t!be designs of Pisane ;- the church 
which was restored \xi 1596 ;» contains the best work of 
Santa fede, the assumpden crowned by the Triad; others 
by tmparato and Amata ; the paintings of the cupola are 
by Goi^niiio , those in the lunettes , Ore birth of Christ 
and the Sepiphany, are by Malinconico , the frescoes of the 
choir and cloister by S^mone Papa. In the first chapel to 
the right entrance the S; Michael, a painting of gi*eat merit, 
is attributed to Bonaroti; in the third the 'crucifixion 
with the Magdalen and S* John is a fine work of Marco 
da*Siena* Near the high altar the statue of the «cce homo 
and the sculptures in tl^e 'chapel of the crucifixion are by 
MerliahO , the frescoes by Gorenzio and Marco da Siena , 
the wood^stattte8 of S. Francis and Anthony at the high 
altar by Barchetta. In the S. Anna chapel < is an oil 
painting of S. Anthony and S> Barbara by Colantonio'di 
Fiore who died in 1444^ the bead of &4 Anthony is 
considered perfect. 

Th^ chapel in th« form of a church , dedicated, to 
S. Giacomo della Marca y yfsiB ereclied by Gonsalvo • di 
GordoTtt sarnamed the great captain whose nephew raised 
die tomb' of 'Lautrecf and Navarro , the generals who be- 
seiged Naples in 1526; they are attributed to Giovanni 
da Nola •, the freiscoes of" the ceiling and of t|ie chapel 
to the right of the high 'altar piece ai^e by Ribera and the 
statues, by Fansaga« In the following chapel is a statue of 
S; John baptist by Pietro Bernini , the paintings are by 
Giordano; the statues of the Madonna and two Franciscan 
friars in another- chapel are by Naccarini* In the refectory 
aire frescoes by the two Donaelli. 

= In 'ihe church of 5. Giuseppe Maggiore erected in 
1500 by the confirateroity of carpenters ure fSrescoes by 
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Belisario and a statue of the Padre Etemo by Sanmar- 
tuio. The cupola of the church of 5. Tommaso di Aqui* 
no was painted by Benasca , the ceilhig by Romito ; the 
picture representing S* Thomas by Amato. In the rosario 
chapel the passion of the Redeemer is by Andrea Vaccaro* 

S. Giovanni de* JPHorentini coutams an altar piece 
representing the baptism of Chi^ist by Marco da Siena ; the 
other paintings of this artist and of Balducci hare been rer 
touched and injured; the marble statues are by Naccarini** 

The Teatro de* Fiorentini in the vicinity of the 
church , was opened in the XVl century for the repre- 
sentation of Spanish comedies. Behind it is Ss. Pietro e 
Paolo the parochial church' of the Greeks , founded and 
endowed by Tommaso Paleologo of the family of the Eastern 
emperors ; the frescoes are by G)ren2io* 

!$• Giorgio de^ G^novesi , al^o a national church , 
WAS rebuilt in 1 620 on the designs of Piochiati^ the picture 
t>ver the high altar representing S* George and the dragon 
is I^ Andrea di Salerno 5 that of S* Anthtmy by Battistelli ; 
the miracle of S. Placido by d6 Mura. 

The Incordnata was built in IS 74 by Queen Jane I 
on the occasion of her coronation and that of Louis of 
Anjeu by Pope Clement VL In the church are paintings by 
Giotto which are in part disfigured; the pictures in the 
chapel of the crucifixion represent the coronation of the 
Queen and the homage rendered to her by the Certosine 
monks. On the ceiling are e^rpressed tlie Jnyst^ries of the 
Madonna; on the opposite side Louis king of Hungary who 
came to revenge the death of Andi'ea the first husband of 
the Queen 5 the paintings in the choir represent the seven 
sacraments, baptism by the immersion in water, penitence 
covered with a veil , matrimony in the Queen and her hus- 
band in court dresses of those times, with many attendants 
in the act of dancing. 

The Fontana MedinUj so called from the viceroy of 
that name, is in the shape of a large shell supported by focfr 
sea horses with Neptune holding the trident ; the steps , 
basons, balustrades , lidns and children were added by 
Fansaga* 



Digitized by 



Google 



114 

The Teatro S. Carlino on the piazza del Casteilo 
gives representations of the mamiers wbA customs of the Nea- 
politans in their particular dialect. 

At the extremity of this quarter is the new edifice of 
the Ministries in which all the ministries and chief admi- 
nistrations are united. It occupies a space of ahout 215 
thousand square palms the principal entrance heing in the 
piazza Casteilo^ in the vestibule are the statues of Ruggiero, 
Frederick II , Ferdinand I and Francesco L The buildingy 
begun in 1819 and finished in 1825 contains 846 rooms 
and 40 corridors communicating with all the apartments* 

The church of *$. Giacomo the facade of which is 
within the line of this ediQce was built in 1 540 by the 
viceroy Pedro di Toledo who added to it a hospital for Spa- 
nish soldiers; a Monte di Pieta and bank were subsequently 
added which became the richest bank in Naples; the archi- 
tecture is by Manlio. On the pilaster near the gospel i^ a 
fine painting by Andrea del Sarto though by some ccmsi- 
dered a copy, the Christ on the cross is by Marco di Siena, 
the deposition by Lama, the picture over the door by Pas- 
santi ^ a pupil of Ribera , the mausoleum of Pietro di To- 
ledo is one of the finest works of Merliano. It consists of 
a large mortuary urn with four virtues at the angles , one 
side is occupied by the inscription, the three omer sides 
by bas-reliefs representing the victories gained by the vice- 
roy particularly those over the corsair Barbarossa; on 
the top are the statues of Pedro and his wife in the act 
of prayer; this monument evinces taste in the design and 
force in the expression* 

S XII. 

Quartiere di Porto. 

This quarter derives its appellation from the ancient 
port of Paleopolis which occupied the present small iQole, 
the Lanzieri street and part of S. Pietro Martire to the 
t^mb of th^ Syren which appears to have been situated at 
S. Giovanni Maggiore. By Silius Italicus the port is called 
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a statio fldissima nautis. The eruptions of Vesuvius, the 
alluyioins and perhaps the gulf stream which flows from 
Gipe Minerva and which threatens the present , have pro-- 
bably filled np the ancient , port. At S. Onofrio de' Vec- 
chi is the iite of the ancient light house erected when the 
waters had partly receded and no louger reached the base 
of S. GwviBoeini Maj^re ; a small lane still preserves the 
name of Laniema ueecfda^ 

In describing this quarter we shall begin by the 
S. Angela a Nilo a church buUt in 1 SBO by Cardinal 
Braocaccio who added to it a hospital now destined to 
receive prieists ; the church contains the tomb erected to the \ 
Cardinal at the expense of Cosimo de' Medici by Donatello, ^ 
the celebrated florentine sculptor , which is considered to be 
one of his finest works ; the S« Michad over the altar is a 
fine painting by Marco di Pino , the S. Michael and the 
S. Thomas in the sacristy are by Tommaso de' Stefani , a 
Neapolitan painter born iti 123i. Another Cardinal Bmn< 
caccio having in 1675 left his library to the town with a 
lievenue of 600 ducats, it wiis placed in this est^^blishment 
by his heirs and has been encrensed by the donations of Do* 
menico Greco and Giuseppe Gizzio ; it now contains about 
fifty .thousand volumes of choice editions and mss» chiefly of 
Neapolitan writers and with the exception of ieativals if; ia 
open daily' to the rpublic. f 

Ad)6in]ng this libirary. is the very aneient church and 
•monastery of «S» Marin Uonna Roniita : it appears by a 
greek iiiscription in the' church that it was founded by H^q 
^KHisul Theodorus II who govek'nied Naples in 821 .His tomb 
atill ^sls in a. chapel over the altar of which is a picture 
-of the .miadoniia widi S» John and S> Paul by Micco Spa** 
darO' or Gai^uoll6« Uiider king Bobert this monastery was 
ealled & Maria de Perce jo and under Jane II tcclesia 
dominarum did Romania /having served as a refu^ to 
'sevebal nuns i^ who fled frcim peraecution'\in Romania* They 
were of the Basilian and afterwards of th^: Baiedii^ine or-p 
d^r ; it is now: a barrack ; the chui)eh*wap nUored' in 1 535 
on the designs of Mom^ndo. ,r . ; . ! .^ 

The uesiL v^chio was built on the^deiig^s of MaarcQ 
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di Siena; tke ohcurch is decorated with morlilet, tihe ^atnes 
of Isaiah and Jeremiah in the Iftfge chapel to the kft are 
by Fansaga ^ in the one opposite are others by Bouiglieri 
and a painting by Solimena , the S. Gennqro in the fol« 
lowing chapel is also by Bottiglitfri and the birth <tf Christ 
by Marco di Siena. 

The ancient college is now adapted to Tarioiispiiblio 
establishments, the upper court t& the uniyeiMy, the lowev 
court to the lyceutn , another part to the giunta di pub- 
hlica li^ruzzo/ie bom'posed chi^y of ecclesiastics which 
superintends the public edocation and exeroises> the cens* 
orship of works introdaoed into, or pinblished in ]!faples* 

S. Giovanni Maggiore is one- of the most ancknt 
churches of this city. The temjde and sepulchre of Par- 
thenope are placed by antiquarian^ at this spot on which 
another temple was raised by the emperor Adrian to An* 
tinous. The church was reduced to its |yresent form in 1635 
and was restored in 1635 on the designs of Lazzari; the 
bas-reliefs of Jesus in the Jordan and of the decollation 
df S. John are by Nola , iq the first chapel to the right 
15 an ancient painting of the Madonna with & Antonio 
tind S. Michael ^ in the fourth an adoratbn of the Magi^ 
in the sacristy an oil painting by i Francesco the son and 
pupil of maestro Simone who died in 1370. 

Leaving aside several small churches which' contain no* 
thing of interest we shall notice S. Pietro AfartitG huHty 
together with the Dominican convent, by Charles IL In 
the choir is a painting by Gonca , in the chapel to the 
right of the high altar 6tie by Bernardino, in the follow*- 
ing chapel' > crucifixion in relief with the. Madonna and 
8. John by ijSIerliano; the< S. John and S.(Paul is:a piaint^ 
ing by Solimena , the S» Qehnaro by del Po , the virgin 
in glory with S. John and S* Bartolomeo by Santafeae> 
the paintings in the Rosario chapel by del Po, the raaiv- 
^rrdom of S* Peter by Imparato^ the statues of prudence 
and justice in the sacristy are by Santacroce* 

The greater part of the adjoining Dominican convent 
is occupiea by the tobacco manu&ctory, a fK>rtion of ic 
only having been restored to the mooKa ; the spring of 
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wateK endosied ifi tHe well being diflSsrent ih qaality from' 
die oilier waters of Naples is supposed to be tbat of the 
ancient Scbeto which , in its subterranean course , runs 
from S. Marceliino and S. Ketro Martire to th^ Uttle: 
mole. 

The street placed around this mole , the last remnant 
of the andedt port^ is called Afandractskip aikd is inha- 
bitated by the lowest class of the people ; from this arises 
the Neapolitan proverb educata al Mandracchio applied 
to a person of coarse manners ; the word Mandracchio is 
said to be a corruption of a phoenician word used , ac- 
cordiug to Procopius, by the Carthaginians to denote 
a poru 

The large strada del Porto is terminated by that dei 
lanzieri) at the end of the former is a fountain in a state 
of ruin with recumbent divinities executed under the di- 
rection of Merliano. It is called by the people the Coc- 
coraja ; all the lanes and streets in this quarter have de- 
rived their names from the various nations who wer6 
invited, principally by Queen Jane I, to settle at Naples. 
Hence originate the appellations of loggia di Genoi^aj 
rua francesca , piazza francese , porta de* greci , rua 
Catalana ^ the last unites the strada di porto with the 
calata ospedaletto which is mentioned by Boccaccio* 

The church of the Ospedaletto was built in 1514 
and was destroyed by fire in 1784. It was rebuilt by the 
firati minori and decorated with marbles; the S. £ona- 
Ventura and S« Anthony are by Massimo; Christ carrying 
the cross is by a good artist; the tombs near the door were 
designed by Solimena and executed by Colombo. 

In the strada Medina is the church called the pietd 
de* turchini to which was annexed a conservatory of mu- 
sic; on the cupola is a fine work by Giordano of Christ 
embracing the cross and flying up to heaven; the birth 
and assumption of the Virgin are by Annella di Rosa a 
female scholar of Massimo , the large chapel near the 
gospel was painted by Farelli, the one opposite by Diana, 
the guardian angel in one of the chapels is by Massimo, 
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tke death of S. Joseph of the school of Solimena , the 
statue of the coosigliere Rocco in the S. Anna chapel is 
by Lorenzo Vaccaro; the paintings are by Farelli, the 
altar piece by Andrea Vaccaro ; the invention . of the 
cross placed over the altar, the deposition on the ceiling, 
are by Giordano. 

Near the post office is the Fondo theatre built in 1 778 
on the designs of Seguro a Sicilian architect. 
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THE ENVIRONS 

OF NAPLES 

CHAPTER I. 



Hie ver assiduum atque alienis mensibus asstas. 



yiRG. 



X he country situated to the west of Naples from 
tbe Posilippo Gape to Lintemo is celebrated in the fables 
of antiquity. To a peculiar fertility of soil it unites the 
phenomena of volcanoes not yet extinct, and an infinite 
variety of mineral waters. When the Romans had ex- 
tended their conquests over the then known world Poz* 
zuoli and its environs became their favourite place of 
-resort., These shores were covered with splendid villas 
and such sumptuous edifices both public and private 
that they were called by Cicero the kingdoms of Poz* 
zuoli and Cuma « Puteolana et Cumana regna » episU ad 
Attic. XIV 18. 

The prosperity of Pozzuoli declined with that of 
the Boman empire; these spots were deserted, the ait 
became unhealthy in the summer months, the flourishing 
edifices disappeared and nothing now remains but some 
ruins of which we shall give a brief description. 
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SI. 

Lake of AgnanOy the Solfatura, mineral waters^ 

The lake of Agnano', formed by the crater of an 
extinct volcano, is about three miles in circumference* Its 
environs abound in minef al waters near which the ancients 
had raised magnificent thermse some remains of which 
exist in the stufe di S. Germano where the heat of the 
vapour rises to 39 and 40* of Reaumur^ 

The Grotla del Cane is about nine feet high at the 
mouth , four wide and ten deep ; the carbonic acid which 
it emits is maintained at -the height of a palm and a half 
from the soil; it derives its name from the experiments 
made on dogs who would be suffocated if allowed to re- 
main two minutes exposed to its vapour. 

The caccia degli astroni a royal hunting ground 
enclosed with walls three miles in circuit , is half a mile 
distant from the lake. These Astroni, evidently the crater 
of an extinct volcano , are united by the Lycogei hills 
to mount: Olibano now cdlled monte Spino. On these hills 
is the Solfattway called by the ancients foruin i^ulcaniythe 
surface of which is a plain oval 1300 palms in length 
and 1100 in breadth; a sulphureous vapoui^ is exhaled 
not only from the crater bnt from the adjoining hills, 
the noise* of burbing matter- is heard on the surface and 
flames are visible ifi the night; at a shatt distance is a 
eapmchin convent erected by the city of Naples in 1580 
in hozi9mp of S.^ GemMiio> who is sakl to have suffered 
martyrdom at this spot under Diocletian } the stode on 
tvhi^fa' he> was ' deoapitat^l ktkd whieh is dyed with the co* 
loar bf blood, is' preserved in the convent. 

The via Antinianavrhich parses near the ehiitch pre- 
sents in its descent to tb^ Agnano lake tii line of small 
tombs 4ind a magnificent view over the bay of Pozzuoli. 

Mount Olibano is chiefly formed of ancient volcanic 
lava used by the ancients and also in modern times as 
pavement for streets. 

A^ the base of this line of hills are numerous springs 
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of mineral waters where the ancients erected their villas. In 
the middle ages they were considered as a cure for all ma- 
ladies , bat they fell subseqaently into neglect until the 
viceroy Pietro di Aragona ordered the physician Bartoli 
to make researches for these springs and to analyse their 
component parts. Bartoli made an enumeration of 48 of these 
springs , 39 of which he found near the Agnano lake at 
the foot of the Leucogei and Olibano hills (a) and 9 in 
the territories of Baiae and Misenum ; as they contain 
sundry principles in solution they are efficacious in a 
a variety of maladies ^ some of these waters have been 
analized by Andria (b) , others by Lancellotti (c) but a 
complete analysis and an account of the medical uses to 
which they are applicable are still wanting. By the ancients 
they were highly exteemed and produced great effect; 
among the moderns they have fallen into oblivion. Above 
the convent there is an extensive grotto which probably 
served as a passage from Poszuoli to the lakes ; towards 
the south is Monte Spino formed of lava and other vol- 
canic substances; Svetonius states that its summit was lo- 
wered by Caligula to procure blocks for the pavement of 
the public roads in Italy ; remains of the aqueducts that 
supplied Pozzuoli with water are still visible in its vi* 
cinity, 

§ II. 

Pozzuoli. 

This city, the origin of which is lost in the obscurity 
of ages , was situated on the eastern side of the bay , in 



(a) Pliny lib. XXXI 8 says. Leucogaei fontes inter Pateolos et 
Neapolim oculis et vulneribus ihedeDtur. These are the present 
Pisciarelli. 

(b) Tratlato delle acque minerali - NapoU 1781. 

(c) Saggi anatitici suite acque Minerali del territoria di Po%^ 
tuoli - Nanoli 1819. 
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the centre of tbeLycogei mountains and other lulls extending 
to the promontory of Misenom. By some writers it is said 
to have been founded by a colony from Samos y others 
pretend that it was founded by Guma : it is supposed by 
Suidas to owe its origin to Diceus , the son of Neptune 
or of Hercules fi^m whom it was called Dicearchia; ac- 
cording to Strabo it was called Puteoli in the time of An- 
niba'l while Martorelli asserts that Puteoli is a phsenician 
word , and that at a period far more remote than the 
Trojan war, the Phaenicians traded to these parts. Ermeus 
the servant of Ulysses mentions in Homer that the Phae- 
nicians traded to the Isola Siria near the regions of 
Ortigia. According to Martorelli the former is Ischia, the 
latter Pozzuoli. 

Pozzuoli was for a long period a flourishing Republic 
but its condition prior to the Romans is unknown. 

It was the emporium of the Gumaeans , the Phaeni- 
cians and of the Alexandrines , the bay being called by 
Strabo the sinus cumanus. The port and forum were 
celebrated, in ancient times. Festus compared it to Delos, 
Gicero called it the piccola Roma. By the strength of its 
walls it was enabled to repulse Annibal : in the year 556 
of Rome it became a roman colony and like Naples and 
Herculaneum was governed by its own laws ; it was after- 
wards a municipium and in the opinion of some writers 
a prefecture. 

When resorted to by the Romans the greek customs 
and form of government disappeared , the environs were 
covered with thermae and other splendid edifices; at the 
fall of the empire it was taken at different periods and 
gradually destroyed by Goths, Vandals, Lombards, Sara-* 
cens, Normans and Turks ; these political changes, earth- 
quakes , volcanic eruptions , and the neglect of the go- 
vernments that ruled the kingdom during so many ages, 
have swept away the majestic edifices that once adorned 
Pozzuoli. 

The church of Pozzuoli was founded by S. Paul^ it 
i« stated in the acts of the apostles (cxxviii. v. 1 3) that he 
came to Pozzuoli where he preached the religion of Christ 
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when, it is said, ^e establislied as first pastor S« Patrobas* 
one of the 72 disciples^ the present cathedral, placed in 
the ancient citadel, was a temple of the corinthian order 
dedicated to Augustus as appears by the inscription still 
existing over the small door of the church and the architect 
was L. Q)cceius; the ancient was on the opposite side 
of the present, entrance; the portico occupied the present 
choir; it was lined with marble, some parts of which 
still exist, and the interior is decorated with some good 
paintings of the Neapolitan school. 

In the piazza di Pozzaoli there are two statues, one 
ancient dedicated to Mars, the other modem to bishop. 
Leo near which is die pedestal of a colossal marble sta- 
tue of Tiberius with bas-reliefs of figures representing 
fourteen cities of Asia Minor. This statue was raised to the 
emperor as a mark of gratitude for haying restored those 
cities which had been nearly destroyed by an earthquake. 

The port of Pozzuoli , the emporium of Guma , had 
a pier built on 15 large piles which gave it a length of 
1 463 palms , it appears by two inrcriptions that it was. 
composed of 25 arches of which 1 3 pilasters in a state of 
ruin alone remain. It was restored by Adrian , by Anto- 
ninus Pius and by Caligula who built a bridge of boats 
from Baise to the mole from which circumstance the piles 
bave been called the ponte di Galigola. The bridge was 
3600 paces in length and was covered with planks and 
sand like the Appian way* 

On the piazza della Malva the building , now a bar*^ 
rack, was the palace of the viceroy Pietro di Toledo who 
contributed much to restore Pozzuoli which was nearly 
deserted after the eruptions and earthquakes of 1538. 

The temple of-Serapis is one of the most celebrated 
monuments of antiquity; it is of a singular design of which 
no similar vestige exists in. any other temple ; the form 
is a rectangle 163 palms long and 142 wide; the princi-> 
pal entrance is opposite the cella , and four existed on 
the sides-, the interior presented a covered portico, before 
each of the columns was a statue ; the high altar situated 
in the centre, was ascended to by four steps correspond- 
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lug to the four sides of the buildiii^ and was surrounded 
by 16 columns ; the front of the cella was decorated with 
six large columns and two pilasters, three of which co- 
lumns still remain; in the cella is the niche destined ta 
receive the statue of the god ; around the temple there 
were statues, those at the right entrance were of marble , 
the others lined with stucco; the rooms at the angles of 
the cella were the largest and most ornamented. 

The canonico de Jorio in his work ( entiled Ricer- 
che sul tempio di Serapide - Napoli 1 820 ) has proved 
that the temple was a real Serapeum, built on the same 
plan as the Canopus in Egypt which has been described 
by Rufinus* Though no mention is made of this temple 
by ancient writers it may be conjectured that it owed its 
foundation to the Alexandrians who settled at Puzzuoli 
and that it was abandoned when the worship of Serapis 
was subjected to persecution. The excavations made on die 
spot have produced numerous broken columns, capitals, 
statues and other objects, altogether foreign to the original 
edifice , from which Jorio is led to the conclusion that it 
served as a place of deposit ; but it may have happened 
that in the first period of the triumph of the faith the 
christians endeavoured to bury one profane temple under 
the ruins of another* This temple ofi'ers a curious question 
to naturalists from its presenting so many traces of the 
presence of the sea , and particularly from the holes made 
by the moUusques called lithophagi in the centre of the 
columns that remain of the pronaus. 

To those who beleive that the sea reached this spot 
it may be asked how a similar rise did not occur throughout 
the Mediterranean and why these lithophagi did not per- 
forate the base of the columns where the waters made a 
longer sojourn. It is the opinion of the learned that the 
level of the sea has not undergone any change since histo- 
rical times, that it was even below its present level as 
some years ago at the depth of several palms a pavement 
was discovered ubder the one now visible, with a clmn« 
nel underground which conveyed the thermal waters to 
the sea* The cavalier Niccolini in his work on the waters 
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that invade the temple of Serapis (Naples 4829) after 
examining facts and opinions y concludes that the sea has» 
frequently changed its level , that between the level that 
existed when the under pavement was laid , and the level 
that existed in the middle ages when the columns were 
eaten by the lithophagi , there exists a difference of 38 
palms ; he acknowledges the difficulty of explaining how 
this occurred but limits himself to the sole apparent exist- 
ence of facts of which he gives a statement and adds that 
many physical effects are not less evident though the causes 
are unknown; but admitting the difference of 38 palms 
in the level of the sea would not the effects be evident ? ' 
Along the shore are ruins of several ancient edifices 
which have been diligently examined by Jorio. In the four 
large piles on a level with the water he recognizes the 
base of the triumphal arch raised by the inhabitants of 
PuteoH to Antoninus Pius in memory of the restorations 
made by that prince to their port ^ the four following piles 
he considers as the sea entrance to the custom house*, the 
vrredks of colunms at the spot called the Starza belonged 
to the portico of the temple of Neptune which the ancients 
have described; the Pozzaolani being addicted to trade ^ 
held in high respect the god of the sea \ the following 
columns belonged to the temple of the nymphs which is 
mentioned by Philostratus ( vit. ApolL 1. vii. c. 5 ) these 
and other edifices now under water were on the land at the 
time of Augustus* In the XV centuiy the sea had gained 
on the low grounds from which it began to recede in the 
beginning of the XVI till it reached the line it occupied 
at the time of the ancients; within the last half century 
the shore gains on this coast. 

Between the temple of the nymphs and the porto 
Giulio light house, Jorio recognizes in some ancient ruins 
the site of the villa of Cicero ; the indications handed 
down to us from antiquity can be applicable only to this 
vicinity ( v. Pliny hist. nat. lib. xxxi c. 3 )• It is here that 
he composed his quoestiones academicoe so called from the 
name he had given to this villa; shortly after his death 
springs of hot water were fimnd under it which had the 
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Tirtue of curing diseases of the eyes. Farther on is a groap 
of rocks known by the inhabitants under the name of 
Caruso on which the light house of porto Giulio is sup- 
posed to have^tood; the famosCj a word probably de- 
rived from sdxa famosa , consist of a quantity of large 
piles under Water which are of the solid structure used 
by the ancients in the formation of their ports. 

Opposite are remains of ancient buildings , perhaps 
bathsy which lined the shore; in this vicinity in the di- 
rection of the Lucrine lake was Baulij the village which 
Agrippina reached in swimming from the wreck of the vessel 
commanded by Anicetus (Tacit, ann. ^iv. 5). Thestufedi 
Nerone , the bagno di Tritoli are remarkable by the heat 
of the waters which attain the point of ebullition. 

The Lucrine lake was celebrated among the ancients 
for its oysters and the parties of pleasure that took place 
in the night. The Lucrine under Augustas commumcated 
with the sea and with the Avemus by means of a canal, 
and was called the portus Julius, a work extolled by Pliny, 
which was sheltered on all sides from storms and the attacks 
of an enemy. The remains of store houses are still visible 
at the beginning of the rising ground called lo scalantrone, 
but a part of the Lucrine lake and all the canals were 
buried under the eruption of Monte Nuovo which thus 
destroyed one of the grandest and most useful works of 
the Aomans. » 

The Avemus situated in a deep valley in the form 
of a shell presents all the characters of an extinct vol- 
cano; the surrounding hills were once covered with forests, 
their dark shade united to the mephitic exhalations from 
the waters gave rise to the numerous fables of the first 
inhabitants who were naturally prone to the marvellous; 
in this vicinity Homer placed the dwelling of the Cim- 
merians who lived in grottoes into whicli the light of the 
sun never penetrated and who, according to Strabo, exer- 
cised the profession of fortune tellers. It may be permitted 
to suppose that at the time of Homer the great volcanic 
conflagrations of this region were terminated , but the lo- 
calities and the remembrance of these eruptions were a 
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favorite subject of poetry ; wheii at a subsequent period 
the whole country was covered with villas , Virgil describes 
the horrors of Avernus and the magic descriptions of the 
poet have been perpetuated among the christians. Near 
the Avernus is the grotto of the sjbil described by Vir-; 
gil and excavated in the opinion of Strabo ( lib. v) by 
the Cimmerians or Cnmseans whom De Attelis, in his 
principii della cwilizzazione deW Italia tom. ii y con- 
siders to be the same people , in order to facilitate their 
communications with Baise^ the rooms in the grotto called 
the residence of the Sybil were merely baths ; on the 
eastern side of the lake are ruins of splendid thermae at- 
tributed erroneously to the temple of Apollo. 

To the west of the Lucrine and south of the Avernus 
was situated the Cumoean villa of Qcero distinct from the 
academia (epist; ad Att« 1. z and 1. 13) the latter was 
on the coast , the other on the hill. 

To the east of Avernus is the Monte Nuo^o which 
arose in the volcanic eruption of the 29 September 1538^ 
the earthquakes which preceded the eruption spread ruin 
over the land , the sea retired 200 paces from the shore 
and the ashes were carried to a distance of 30 miles* 

To the east of Monte Nuovo is the Gaurus j now 
called Monte ^BarbarOj the wines of which were in hi|;h 
repute among the ancients. It must have been one of the 
oldest and largest volcanoes of this region ; the via Gu-^ 
mana still lined with tombs passed between this mount- 
ain and the Monte Nuovo. On the spot called the i^illa 
di Cicerone , Jmo recognizes the Stadium of Poezuoli 
corrupted into the word Stajo " the structure of this 
*^ magnificent building, its form terminating in a hemisphere 
<< in a great part lying in the plain beneath , the steps 
<< in the interior, the blocks of pipemo with the apertures 
'< for the poles that supported die awning similar to those 
<^ at Pompei, are sufficient to prove that: this was the 
'^ stadium of Pozzuoli ,, (Jorio Guida di Pozzuoli p. 2. 87)« 

The Annunziata is the point of junction of three 
ancient roads, the Antimana or Neapolitan , the Domi^ 
tiana or Gnmana, the Campana a branch of the Appian 
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-^aj to the east of mount Gaurus whicli led to Capna 
and Rome. This v^as the principal entrance to Pozzuoli and 
some remains of the city gate are still Tisible. According 
to Strabo the city spread over the level of the hill tow- 
ards the north as is proved by remains of edifices^ the 
magazines and custom house were near this spot which 
has retained the name of pondola from the latin word 
ponder a where goods were weighed and communicates in 
a straight line with the sea. The Gampana way still pre- 
sents a venerable aspect from the series of tombs that line 
it ; those .at S, Vito are well preserved. 

Near & Francesco are two parallel broken walls 
ascertained by Jorio to be the principal thermae of the 
city; they seem to have enclosed the sistus, the adjoin- 
ing ruins 9 the halls, porticoes , fountains and other ao 
cessories. that were united in these edifices. 

This part apparently the centre of the town, contained 
the amphitheatre , the open and covered theatres ; *of the 
two last there is some mention in ancient writers ( AuL 
Gellius lib. 18 c. 6) but they are not snfScientJy attested 
by these ruins. Of the amphitheatre the miins. still existing 
prove its ancient grandeur and magnificence. Gapaccio has 
calculated the ellipsis at 172 feet in .length and 88 in 
breadth; Garletti at 231 by 4 61 ..It appears to have con-i 
sisted of two rows for the spectators^ the porticoes, and 
vomitories can still be traced. 

The villa Lusciano Contains a reservoir composed of 
two 'parallel lines of rooms ; before their excavation they 
were denominated the cento carnereZ/e and the labyrinth. 
On the arches opposite is ainotheb resarvoir, and in the 
villa Cardito a third, placed, on arches supported by 
tl^rty solid pilasters ;whiph the proprietor has restored to 
its primitive form. The iirst and last of these p/jcme re- 
ceived their waters from the rains and not from the «Se- 
rino aqueduct the waters of which always formed sta- 
lactites. 

It is the opinion of the canonico Jorio that the Car- 
dito villa occupies the site of the forum and basilica of 
Pozzuoli ^ an opinion supported by the inscriptions and 



Digitized by 



Google 



129 

ruins existing on the spou Poztuoli possessed a circus, 
tfaermse , tfaeatres , an amphitheatre, a forum and basilica 
the respectiTe sites of which ha^e been ascertained , and 
.indicate the extent of the most populous part of the an- 
cient city. 

The amphitheatre attests the ancient splendour of 
Pozzuoli y the excavations made of late years have brought 
to light many elegant stuccoes which adorned the arches 
of the internal porticoes and fragments of sculpture from 
the statues and columns edsting in the lower stories. 

S ni. 

Ciima. 

The epoch of the foundation of Cuma is anterior to that 
of the other cities of Italy or Sicily*, the contradictions of 
ancient, the fantastic explanations of modern , writers, still 
further confirm the antiquity of this city. Like the other 
greco-italic cities it was governed by its own laws but by 
its ^continual communications with the Osci who inhabited 
the same territory, as stated by Velleius Paterculus , it 
lost by degrees its customs and form of government. It 
was liberated from the tyranny of Aristodemus by the va- 
lour of a female named Senocrita and offered a retreat 
to the last Tarquin when he lost all hopes of recovering 
Kome. 

By the ancients it was called the happy from the 
wealth of its inhabitants , the fertility of the soil and its 
power. It possessed the ports of Pozzuoli and Misenum , 
waged successful war against the Etruscans , Umbrians , 
Daunians , followed the fortunes of Rome in the second 
Punic war and is lauded by Pliny for its fidelity, power 
and wisdom. The Carthaginians though unable to take the 
town more than once laid waste its territory* Cuma cele* 
Brated by its Sybil and her oracles obtained the Koman 
citizenship without suffrage in the year 416 U. C, and 
became under Augustus a colony, a municipium and a 
prefecture. The Romans who frequented these shores pre- 
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ferred the more attractive sites of Pnszuoli, Baia and Mi-» 
«enam ii?hen Cuma fell into decay but was not deserted 
as some antiquarians have been led to suppose from a 
passage of Juvenal (a). 

At the period of the invasions from the north, Cuma 
T^as considered to be so strongly fortified that it was selected 
by Totila and Teja the gothic kings, as a safe place of de- 
posit for their treasures^ it was taken by Narses after the 
defeat of Teja at the Samo, and in 715 by Komuald 
duke of Beneventum; sacked and burnt by the Saracens, 
it became an asylum of robbers and in 1027 was destroyed 
by the Neapolitans. In the early times of Christianity it 
was a bishoprick subsequently united to that of Misenum, 
Aversa and Naples; Maxentius the first bishop sufiered 
martyrdom under Diocletian. 

The territory of Cuma , like that of the adjacent 
country, is the produce of volcanic eruptions ; tufa pre- 
domiuating in the hilly parts ; the rock of Cuma, the seat 
of the first inhabitants strong by nature became more so 
by art and had only one entrance, the city in its encrease 
extending to the east and south ; in the remains of its for- 
tifications the early greek constructions may be distin- 
guished from those of the Romans and of a subsequent 
period. 

There is little to be seen at Cuma; the Arco felice 
was probably an ornament to the road which was cut 



(a) Quamvis digressus veteris confusus amici , 
Laudo tameo vacuis quod sedeoi figere Cumis 
Destinet, atque UDuni civem donare ^billae. 

Satir. III. 
The Italian version by CesarotU gives the real meaning of 
the words vacuis Cumis. 



BcDchd di uii vecchio ed onnrato amico 
La partenza mi dolga , io pur approvo 
Che nella cheta ogoor placida Cuma 
Fissar voglia il sog|;tot*no ) e alia Sibilla 
Far di uu onesto cittadino il douo. 
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through the hill to render it more level; the Canonico 
Jorio nas discovered in the rock some remains of the ce- 
lebrated temple of the Gnmsean Apollo mentioned by Virgil 
and those of another temple dedicated , as appears in an 
mseription, by the Romans to the same god. Near the for- 
mer was the caveiti of the Cumaean Sybil which according 
to Yirgil commiunicxted with the temple; the Necropolis 
is to the north east^ and to the south is the temple of Giants 
the ceiling of wfaidb is 25 feet wide. It is here that the 
colossal bast of Jupiter Stator now in the museum was 
found. The tomb in the vicinity is the tomb of the Sybil; 
the most celebrated of the Roman villas at Guma were 
those of Varro and of Cicero. Petronius fixed at this place the 
villa of Trimalcio und^r. whose name he painted with strong 
colours the vices of a corrupt court. In 1606 Cardinal 
Acquaviva archbishop of Na^s excavated at Guma a temple 
of the Corinthian order which was dedicated to Augustus, 
and discovered several statues but the site of the excava- 
tion is now unknown^ - 

To the north and south of Guma are two lakes, the 
former a work of Nera who ordered a canal to be tnade 
along the coast extending from Ostia to the Avemus a 
distance of 1 60 miles; the waters supplied from the neigh- 
bouring heights still preserve the name of the fossa di 
Nerone. The second is the palus arcberusia or the Fu- 
saro said to be the ancient port of Guma ; in its Vicinity 
are extensive remains of tombs and of . buildings which 
may have belonged to the port ; this lake in the language 
'6f poetry was tm entrance to Tartarus, the abode of the 
souls of the wicked and the spot where Charon transported 
the shades in. a boat over the Stygian lake. At the Torre 
della Gaveta, a small propiontory. at die end of the lake, 
stood the villa of ServUius Vacca Thauricus , the ' ruins 
of which attest iu fofiner magni&»noe» 
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S IV. 

Baios ad Mis^^um, 

Bake is said to have been fbuaded hj Baios the pilot 
of Ulysses , but Sanfelice in bis history , o£ Campania 
pretends that in ancient times there was no etty of that 
name , while Martorelll asserts that Bai» is a Phoenician 
word denoting a place revered for its oracles {CsA. Fen, p. 7). 
Baiae never attained celebrity by p^wer or trade like 
Pozzuoli or Guma *, it was a village dependent on the 
latter city and became a favourite place of residence from 
its situation y climate and thermal waters; the territory 
was covered with villas, thermae, temples and theatres 
that presented the appearance of a large city. Horace con-» 
siders Baiae as. the most agreeable place on earth. 

., Nullus iu orbe sinus Baiis prcelucet amcsnis. 

lib. 1. ep. 1. V. 83. 

In the XI book of iepigrams: v. 81 librtial speaks 
thus of Baias ; 

Littus heatoe {feneris aureum Baias j 
SuperbcR blanda dona naturw , 
Uf mille laudem , Flacce j yersibus Baias , 
) Laudabo digne hon tamen satis Baias. 

Under Niero and Caligula Baiae was the theatre oS 
many trade events (v. Svetoniud c. 27 ) and from the 
freeaom of manners there prevalent Seneca; calls it a di^ 
versbrium vitioriM (lib. ni ep. 51). 

At the present day; Baifls presents a great example o£ 
the instability of homaji : affairs ^ ithe men of those days 
have passed away, the magnificent edifices are destroyed, 
the air itself once lauded for its purity and salubrity is 
changed , the soil presents nothing but broken blocks of 
old nibricks ; a small castle near which is an anchorage. 
for large vessels is the only habitation to be found at 
Bai». 
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Of the anbient villas tbat existed near the bay we 
have frequent mention in ancient authors, but it would he 
an idle undertaking to determine their site. It is known tha)t 
magnificent villas existed that belonged to Marius, Csesar, 
Pompey, Piso , Crassus , Hortensius , to Nero , Domitian, 
Alexander Severus, Adrian and other personages; the foun- 
dations of several were laid on rocks covcsred by the sea 
which they compelled to retroeede^ of ! these foundations 
several remains are visible along the shore and under 
water. Every 'wealthy Romin was ambitious of having a 
country house at Baise which was a faviourite residence in 
winter arid spring. Strabo ( geogr.? lib*? v) says that many 
of these villas were built oh; the model of the palaces of the 
Persian kings* Those of Marius , Caesar and Pompey were 
situated on the hills and had. the appearance of castles ; 
it was in the villa of Caesar that Marcellus the son .of 
Octavia and nephew of Augustus died \ a few verses of 
"Virgil in the YI book of the £neid have saved his me- 
mory from; oblivion* On the bay of Baiaa are three dila- 
pidated edifices called the temjHes of Diana, Mercury and 
Venusy but they are remnants of magnificent thermae as 
ascertained by excavations made in 1826. It is asserted by 
Propertius that a temple of Diana existed on the i^ia Er-^ 
€uled which was restored amd embellished by Agrippa but 
its site is unknown and the canonico Jorio is of opinion that 
the? edifice called the temple of Yenus was in reality a 
temple of jthis goddess who was wor^ippcd at Baiae^ the 
three rooms in its Vicinity contain stUcco ornaments worthy 
of attention , in the third is a stalactites called from its 
sliape the albeto .'fatto sasso^ It has been already stated 
that stalactites wei*e formed by the Serin<^ waters and that 
the aqueduct which broiigl^t them to Misenum p^sed by 
the seUa di Baia of which the mans atill exist* 

In the repairs ordered by goveromeat of th^ t^nples 
of Yenus and Diana the large and small rooms, when cleared 
of the ekrth and sidaesiwith which tlwy were filled, pre- 
aenled numerous . miirble. and stucco decorations , terraces 
paved with mosaics , and. embellished with porticoes and 
cdumiitt. .The excavations of latttr times have brought ta 
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light oth^r tbermse >at the foot of the hill of Baiae. In 
one of these were found a stucco basHrelief of Mercury 
holding the infant Bacchus , a bacchante with a tjrsos 
filled with grapes and birds, an eagle carrying away Ga- 
nymedes , sphinxes and friezes of all sorts. 

The yilla of Hortensius is supposed to have been si« 
tuated in the little bay to the south of the modem castle. 
It was celebrated for its piscine the niins of which 
are still visible in the sea. 

The so called tomb of Agrippina is in reality the 
ruin of an ancient theatre ; the galleries , the remains of 
seats and of vomitories may still be traced; according to Ta- 
citus ( Ann. lib. xiv. 9 ) Agrippina was buried on the road 
which led from the villa of Cassar to Misenum^ the shore 
and the adjacent hills are covered with the broken ma- 
terials of ancient edifices preserving in their state of ruin 
signs of former magnificence. 

The road along the coast to the Lucrine lake, for the 
distance of eight stadii, was made according to Strabo 
by Hercules and repaired by Agrippina^ the road now 
covered by the sea is frequently mentioned by ancient 
writers (Strabo lib. lib. v., Propertius lib. in. c. 17 ); a 
temple was raised in this vicinity to Hercules, and Jorio 
traces its ruins in the sea not far distant from the Cento 
tamerelle* 

These Cento camerelle , also called the prisons of 
Nero , are «n edifice the use of which is not precisely 
known; it consisted of three stories of which only two 
now remain. In the first are two rows of galleries sup- 
posed to have been a relservoir which had no communis 
Cation with the upper story and the walls preserve some re- 
mains of paintings. It is not improbable that this edifice was 
the villa of Cesar known to have been situated between 
Baise and Maremorto on a rising groond that commanded 
a view of the little bay beneath. 

Near the Cento camerelle are the village of BacoU 
supposed to be the ancient BduU , btxilt on ancient tombs 
and the piscina mirabilis formed oi[ five galleries sup- 
ported by 48 pilasters extending in length 278 palms, 93 
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in breadth and 25 in heigbt built of bricks covered with 
stucco ; this building was evidently a reservoir of water 
destined to supply the fleet at Misenum \ the stalactite that 
lines the walls and which decreases in rising above the soil 
proves that this was the terminus of the Serino waters which 
throughout their course left similar incrustations; the 
author of this splendid edifice and of the Ponti Kossi 
aqueduct is not known. They are attributed to LucuUus 
to Agrippina and to Claudius , to the latter from the disco- 
very of some leaden tubes bearing his name in the ruins 
between Pozzuoli and Baiae but these may have been res- 
torations. 

A triple bason formed the celebrated port of Misenum 
chosen by Augustus as the station of the fleet destined to 
the protection of the Tyrrhenian sea. To shelter it from 
the south easterly winds the mouth was protected by a 
Biole opening on five large pilasters that still exist and was 
closed at the Penates pointy with the view of giving a 
free course to the waters and to prevent their filling up by 
the earth two channels were dug through the tufa de' Penati 
and two in the projection that separated the two first basons^ 
this port which is nearlyfil led up with earth is now called the 
mare morto. A bridge thrown over the land , uniting the 
second and third basons , communicates with the ix)ad that 
leads to Oipe Misenum. At a place called the fomo between 
the first and second bason are remains of a theatre in which 
many valuable marble works were found ^ the ancient city 
of Misenum is placed by some writers at the village of 
Casaluce. At the extreme point is a grotto that leads to 
the hill 9 and on the western side is the grotta Dragonaria, 
a cavern sustained by twelve pilasters and divided into 
five galleries of imequal length which was one of the nume- 
rous piscine of this spot, nor is it easy to determine whe- 
ther it served for private or public use. 

The Miliscola , the militum schola of the ancients, 
appears by an inscription found on the spot and now in 
the museum to have been the place of exercise of the 
troops stationed at Misenum. It, was here that peace was 
concluded between Caesar and Anthony at the head of 
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their legions and Septus Pompey wbo was supported by 
his fleet. 

The environs of the port were in those days covered 
with splendid buildings and partienlarly with villas; of these 
Lucullus possessed two y one in which Tiberius died, the 
other that had belonged to Marins situated over the first 
bason of the port opposite the Penate point. 

To the north of the port are the celebrated Elysian 
fields the abode of the good. The Ganonico Jorio following 
in his i^iaggio di Enea agli Elisi the narrative of Virgil 
has given a minute description of the localities where the 
poet discloses to £neas the belief of the ancients in a 
future state. 

Monte Procida to the east of the Campi Ellsiy knowa 
at present by the good quality of its wines , presents 
towards the north and south remains of villas; the; pro- 
montory terminates in three capes, that of Penati to tbe 
east, of Fumo to the west , and Misenum to the south. 

The Mercato di sabato is an extensive cemetery 
supposed to be that of Misenum this town haviog been 
situated at Torre di Cappella where remains of edifices 
are scattered over the ground. It is proved by inscriptions 
found of late years that here existed the Bishopric of Mi-.* 
senum and that the small village was a suburb near tbe 
port. Misenum was taken and sacked by the Lombards ia 
836 and destroyed by the Saracens m 890. Under the 
Anjou princes the remnants of the population of Guma 
Misenum and of the neighbouring places were collected 
at Baiae and Torre di Gappelia; the slow destruction of 
these spots was effected under the government of the 
viceroys. 
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CHAPTER II. . 

Coast of Portici* (a) 

The environs of. Naples present a singular variety of 
yiairs and objects ; on the Pozsuoli shore we have seen 
remains of the eonvulsions of nature and of the prodigious 
works of man, remains which added to their present soli^ 
tude give. a venerable aspect to these regions where na<- 
ture and man lie buried under the works .produced by 
their efforts. On the coast we are about to describe they 
both shine in all tl^ir activity i|nd energy. Around a de- 
vastating volcano there exist a numerous population, a rich 
vegetation and fine palaces which now cover spots once burnt 
and laid waste. In the midst of these new works the sight 
of Pompei and Herculanum no lopger exqi^s sad remem- 
bi'ances, and the volcano that has created these new plear 
sures doubly creates our inte;rest and admiration. 

s h. 

PorticU 

The street that from the ponte della Maddalena 
leads %6 Torre della Nunziata . runs along the shore 
through a lipe of habitations^ a small space of ground 
t^ontains S. Giovanni , Portici, Resina, Torre del Greco* 
e dell'Annunziata on the coast , Barra , Pohticelliy S. Jorio, 
S. Sebaatianoy villages which togetbar are peopled by up- 
wards of sixty thousand souls. 

Portici at the time of the Anjou kiiigs was called 
Portico and subsequaitly li portici; the mildness of the situa- 
tion, the climate and the residence of the court have rendered 
Portici a favourite plaoe of resort ; the royal palace was 
built by king Charles de Bourbon in 1 740 ; to the north 
are the gird^ns and woods , on the shore balconies com- 
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manding a fine view of t^e bay ; some of tlie apartments 
are paved with ancient mosaics. 

After tlie palace the line of buildings leads to Re- 
sina , the ancient Retina. Pliny describing to Tacitus the 
death of the elder Pliny says that he left Misemim and 
directed his way to Retina and the other villages that 
were most threatened by the empuon of Vesimus ; the 
palazzo della Fa^orita belonging to the prince of Salerno 
is partly paved with marbles found in the villa of Tibe- 
rius at Capri. 

Ascent to f^esupius* 

The road from Naples to Portici crosses the Scheto 
at the ponte della Maddalena on which are the statues of 
San Gennaro and of S* Giovanni Nepomucene to whom 
the Ufeapolitans attribute the power of protecting thetir city 
from the- ravages of Vesuvius* At k distance of four miles 
is Portici already mentioned and a little further on ^e- 
sina where guides are in attendance to conduct the visitor 
to Herculaneum or the Vesuvius. 

On quilting Resina the vicinity of the volcano is an- 
nounced by the dark colour of the lava which forms the road; 
the soil is in some places cultivated and 'these are remar- 
kable by their fertility. In continuing the ascent the strata 
of lava become deeper or of a lighter colour, according to 
the degrees of antiquity of the eruptions by which tibey 
were formed ; the &csl place of stoppage is at the plateau 
delle ginestre so named from the furze that once grew 
on the spot. 

The hermitage of S.- Sah>atore built on it platform, 
consists of a small chapel and a few rooms inhabited by 
a hermit who keeps a register of the visitors, and sells the 
lacryma i^hristi wine made &om the vineyards planted 
along the moUDlaiii sides. 

The ^/rib del cavallo is situated at the base c^the 
cone in a spot deprived of vegetation but presenting a 
magnificent view of the bay, of its islands and promontories. 

After a painful ascf^pt the traveller reaches the top 



Digitized by 



Google 



139 
of the mountain and th^ mouth of the crater ^ of this part 
of Vesuvius it is impossible to give an exact description as 
its forms vary at each eruption. In that of 1834 the lava, 
which covered a surface half a league in breadth j spread 
over a space of about two leagues, threw down more than 
a hundred houses and destroyed upwards of four hundred 
roods of cultivated land* Since the last eruption the shape 
of the crater is changed , all the internal parts of the cone 
have fallen in, and the smoke not finding its usual vent 
encreased the violence of the eruption. 

Herculaneum. 

This city was known in ancient geography and its 
site indicated with greater or lesser precision between Por- 
tici and Resina ; the king Carlo di Borbone, when informed 
of some partial excavations and particularly of those under- 
taken by the prince d' Elbeuf in 1711 , ordered them to 
be conducted on a large scale in 1 738. These fresh exca* 
vations were crowned with the greatest success 5 they suc- 
cessively produced the discovery of monuments of all sorts: 
the theatre, streets , habitations , shops , baths , temples , 
forum, a tomb and a country house; an edifice was des- 
tined to receive the objects found in this new museum, 
and artists were engaged to explain and restore the new- 
ly discovered monuments ; the literati of Europe , struck 
with admiration and surprize, followed with interest this 
new undertaking and Herculaneum in its ruined state be- 
came much more celebrated than in its days of splendour. 

In 1 755 the king founded the Herculaneum academy 
to which he assigned the task of illustrating the monuments 
of the city. To tne labors of this academy we are indebted 
for the illustrations and interpretations published in 1 760. 

The foundation of Herculaneum is attributed to Her- 
cules sixty years before the Trojan war. It is known to 
have existed in the early limes of tke Roman Republic ; 
the first, inhabitants were prd>ably Osd who occupied tte 
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plains of Campania till driven away ty tlie Etmscdns who 
Mrere afterwards compelled to yield to the Samnites^ the 
greek colonies which settled and Built cities on the coasts 
of Italy invaded the towns that existed, and amongst these 
Herculaneum. It is mentioned for the first time in authentic 
monuments at the period of the social war, when it took 
the part of the Italian nations and was subjected to their 
fortunes. It was beseiged by the consul Titus Didius, taken 
and reduced to a colony, but it retained the right of go- 
vernment by its own laws and magistrates. The latter 
as ascertained by excavations were called Demdrchi or 
uirchonti. 

When the Romans possessed the finest provinces of 
the then known world they frequented the greek cities 
situated on these shores. Cicero speaks of many Romans 
w^o passed the greatest part of the year in their villas at 
Herculaneum which was ranked among the first and inost 
flourishing cities of Campania by Strabo , Pliny , Floras 
and Statius. 

It suffered in the year 63 A» D., from an earthquake. 
According to Seneca a part of the town was overturned and 
the rest greatly damaged , but a more melancholy fate 
awaited it in 79 when it was totally buried under an 
eruption of Vesuvius. This event has been painted in dark 
colours by several historians, nor is it possible to read 
without emotion in Pliny the account of the dreadful night 
that covered all these spots with fire , stones and ashes ; 
it is seen by the excavations that the city stood more than 
80 palms above the surface of the present soil; six new 
torrents of volcanic substances have, in after ages, spread 
themselves over the one that buried it 5 these are now co- 
vered with populous villages and country houses. To pre- 
serve these edifices it has not been possible to extend the 
excavations so much as would have been desired ; the re- 
searches are carried on by means of subterranean works 
t^nd by filling up the spots that have been discovered 
and observed. 

The substance that covered Herculaneum was not lava; 
it consisted of ashes and stones, nor had the difier^t spou 
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the same number or qaiantitj of volcanic strata; tbe sabstance 
was at times liquid, at times mixed with buildings, and when 
overthrown it formed a mass with the wall. Many parts 
being consumed by fire it is probable that the material 
substance fell with violence oU the city ) as it penetrated 
every where and is collected in large masses in the inte- 
rior of houses , it is presumed that it was accompanied 
with torrents of water cast up by the volcano and from this 
circumstance are derived curious results: the fire which 
had calcined maribles and liquified bronzes has spared ve« 
getables y nuts , pa^iy and even thread. 

The streets of Eferculaneum were straight and broad 
judging by those that have been opened y and were lined 
with footpaths ^ the finest edifice hitherto found is the 
theatre, built as appears by an inscription , at the expense 
of Lucius Anicus Maximinus Rufus bj the architect Nu- 
misius ^ when discovered it was decorated with bronze and 
marble statues, paintings and inscriptions, some of which 
objects were taken away by the prince d* Elbeuf; the plan 
is 36 palms above the level of the sea , its greatest height 
74, over which is a layer of 27 palms of volcanic matter; 
it is in the greatest part umier the high road and various 
houses of Resina. The entrance is by a winding stair case 
which leads to so many passages that they appear like a 
labyrinth ; the theatre is the most perfect of any edifices 
that remain of antiquity. 

The next edifice discovered was the forum, of a rect-» 
angular form, 228 feet long and surrounded with a por«* 
tico supported by 42 columns which communicated with 
another portico 1 50 feet in lengthy here were three temples 
and the basilic on which stood the equestrian statues of 
the two Balbi. 

The private dwellings are plain like those of Pompei* 
In these were found many of the precious objects that are 
now preserved in the museum \ candelabri , lamps , weights^ 
measures , vases , kitchen utensils, instruments of all sorts, 
and what is more surprizing vegetables , bread , fruit, wine, 
ropes, nuts, linen etc. The paintings when found were as 
fresh and lively in colour as when they came out of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



142 

artist's hands , bat they deteriorated when taken from the 
wall. In one of the houses was a cellar consisting of three 
rooms lined with marble with a high ground in the contour 
used for makmg the wine vases called dolia. 

In 1750 a magnificent villa was discovered whi6h 
had a wateir reservoir 252 palms long and 27 wide, two 
fountains decorated with 1 5 bronze statues and elegant build-* 
ings decorated with statues and mosaic pavement; amongst 
these statues was that of Aris tides , but what has given 
greater celebrity to this villa is that in it alone have been 
found the papyri susceptible of being unrolled ^ and which 
are now in the museum. 

The sea has retired about 1 000 palms from Hercii-» 
laneum and the port of Retina is nearly filled jup. 

The excavations , long interrupted were resumed 
in 1728 by order of Francesco I, and have brought to 
light some ancient buildings, the [»rincipal of : which is the 
habitation called Argo from a painting which represents 
Argo guarding the nymph /o. It is composed of a vestibule ^ 
a peristyle, a garden surrounded with porticoes and rooms 
on the ground floor destined for servants and ofiices;* this 
dwelling, in which utensils and other objects were found, 
was covered with marble and elegant decorations, and is 
of more grandiose proportions than any of the habitations 
at Pompei; the houses of the latter city were crushed 
under the weight of stone and ashes but those of Hercula- 
neum were successively filled up by the sundry materials 
and must in consequence be more intact. 

S III. 

PompeL (a) 

The eruption of Vesuvius which destroyed Hercula«- 
neum buried Pompei. The origin- of these two cities was 
probably the same but all that we know is that Pompei was 
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founded bj ibe Opici , ihat it fell under the dominion bf 
the Etroscans / the Samnites and the Romans , that it suf- 
fered by the earthquake of 63 and was eompletely buried 
by the eruption of 79. 

The town, situated at the mouth of the river Sarno, 
was the central point of trade of Nola, Nocera and Acerra, 
places of importance at that period ] this trade and the 
fertility of its soil rendered it , as stated by Tacitus and 
Seneca , one of the most populous towns of Campania. 
. Although it is generally asserted that Pompei was destroyed 
by the eruption , the fact does not appear admissible, as 
Suetonius states that Titus emjJoyed means to restore it, 
and Dio adds that two consuls were sent by the same 
emperor who established colonies both at Pompei and 
Herculaneum. It may be conjectured that a part only of 
these towns were buried under the volcanic substance while 
the «ther part remained peopled until subsequent eruptions 
drove away the inhabitants* 

it is further stftled by Dio , whose opinion has beeai 
adopted by other vnriters , that at the moment of the 
eruption the inhabitants were at the theatre^ but it ia the 
nature of volcamoes and parUcularly , of Vesuvius , that 
eruptions are preceded by signs which leave time to provide 
for personal safety* It haa been ascertained that one skeleton 
alone has been found in the theatre and not more than 
«ixty in the town, probaUy persotns unable to .fly or who 
^remained in hopes that .the calamity would cease. 

In 1748 some traces of Pompei were found in plan^ 
ing a vineyard when Charles lit ordered excavations to 
be made which brought the city to light. It was covered 
with stones, scoriae and ashes, to the depth of 10 and 12 
palms above the Bouses, but these substances were not placea 
in their natural order, so that after the eruption of 79 the 
inhabitants probably retun^ to search for the property 
they had left behind. 

The walls of Pompei are very ancient and have an 
extent of about two miles, the greater part of them having 
been cleared between 1812 aud 1814^ they have five gates 
«ind deven towers ; the gates the best preserved are thoat 
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of Herculaneum to the west, and of Nola to die east; the 
tower near the former is in a good state; these towers 
consisted of three stories provided yrvii postemce or secret 
doors -, the walls on the eastern side are 34 palms high , 
and well preserved ; to die south and west they are in 
rains j which may he occasioned by the vicissitudes of the 
city M they were destroyed by P. Sjdla in the year 88 before 
the Christian era; the new restorations suffered in the earth- 
quake of 63 and having become neglected the materials 
inay have been applied to other uses by the inhabitants. 
The plan of the town was an ellipsis 4200 palms in its 
largest, and 2650 in its smallest, diameter. 

The streets were paved iwith lava of Vesuvius; on 
each side were footpaths, under these were channels, closed 
by iron bars, de^stined to carry away the waters; up to the 
present day eighteen streets , large and small , have been 
reopened. They are narrow and irr^ular towards the west, 
wide and straight near the forum and theatres , there .is 
BO street 4ind but few houses withoat a fountain* An ab- 
undant supply of water was furnished by the aqueduct 
irom the springs of the river Saraus* In each street are 
paintings and altars consecrated to the tutelary divinities 
who were held in great devotion by the people. 

The houses are built on the same plan and are similar 
in the distribution of the rooms: a vestibule , p^y stile , 
<triolinium , library, baths and terraces on the upper part* 

The facades were covered with stucco and paintings, 
frequently with inscriptions to the proprietor, to the ediies 
and duumvirs, with requests and recommendations, as the 
state of society . at that period was that of protected and 
protectors, of clients and mastars. 

After passing the doOr the word salpe frequently ap* 
'pears; between the first or the area door and the second was 
the prothyrum or corridor ^ generally painted . and paved 
in mosaic; after the atrium came the cauedium sustained 
by columns, and in the centre the impluviumj destined to 
receive the rains of the compluvium 'Or uncovered part of 
the roof which conveyed the waters to the cisten^ ; the 
pavement of the atrium in the houses, of the rich was of 
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inarble or mosaic; airotind it were disposed the Bryants' rooftu 
which seldom communicated with each other but all re- 
ceived the light from the door or window placed above, a 
style of distribution resembling that of cloisters. If the rooms 
on the upper story were lighted from the street it was by 
means of small rounds placed on high, but in the internal 
parts of the dwelling these rounds were of large size* 

At the end of the atrium was the tablinium or 
reception room; small galleries, called fauces y led to the 
apartments for females and to a court surrounded with a 
portico, and were closed hy iron balustrades or a low wall. In 
the centre of the court was the sistus a kind of flower 
and kitchen garden , with basins and fountains ; the por- 
tico was covered with stucco and paintings, the saloon or 
exedra was along the portico and in the centi*e of the bed 
rooms and oecus or work room of the women the triclinium 
was frequently situated under the portico; all these rooms are 
decorated with stuccoes , paintings and mosaic pavements. 
In the interior of the house were the sacrarium a 
kind of chapel consecrated to some divinity, and the lararium 
to the household gods; the baths were in retired spots, 
the kitchen and cellars were detached from the house, the 
female apartments looked over gardens. The doors and stair 
cases of the Pompei houses were small and the walls covered 
with obscene paintings , the ideas of the ancients on this 
point diflering altogether from ours*; the paintings repre- 
senting ridiculous subjects were called grylli, A general 
custom prevailed of wearing amulets on the person or 
placing them in houses as a preservative against fascina- 
tion or the evil eye; the houses had neither stables nor 
x^himnies. 

The shops resembled those of our provincial towns, 
they were numerous in Pompei which was a commercial 
place and were built in a certain style of elegance; even 
our large cities are deprived of houses so generally decorated 
with paintings , or so elegantly furnished as those of 
Pompei. 

The public buildings were those in which the ancients 
displayed the greatest magnificence and if those of Pom*> 
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pei correspond to the forttmes of the city, they are far su^ 
perior to what exists in modem towns; they were fonnded 
by the sundry nations who occupied the city and princi^ 
pally by the Romans; those hitherto descovered are two 
fori J two theatres , nine temples , an amphitheatre, a bar^ 
rack, thermae and tombs. 

The more ancient forum is of the Etruscan, the other 
of the Roman, period; they are both magnificent, particu- 
larly the latter. The forum was used as a point of reunion 
to treat of public affairs , for the assemblies of the Co- 
mitii, and was enclosed by iron bars to exclude those who 
did not enjoy the right of sufirage. 

One theatre was uncovered , the other covered ; the 
amphitheatre is well preserved and afforded room for 
twenty thousand spectators ; the style of building shows 
that it is of high antiquity. 

The temples , with the exception of the one in the 
triangular forum , being built on other substructions have 
steps that lead to the entrance , the fa9ades are decorated 
with columns; the sacrarium^ surrounded with a wall, 
has columns and niches in the interior with a podium 
where the statues of divinities were placed ; the temples 
were adorned with marble, with paintings, stuccoes and 
mosaics* 

The thermae hitherto discovered, though not equal in 
size and magnificence to those of Puteoli , convey an idea 
of the Sundry parts of these edifices so generally frequented 
by the ancients* 

We shall now add a brief indication of the most 
remarkable edifices. 

Entering Pompei by the Herculaneum gate, is the 
villa of Diomedes discovered in 1771 and so called from 
the tomb of Marcus Arrius Diomedes which is opposite to 
it ; it was originally of three stories but the upper one has 
fallen and the second is nearly on a level with the street. 
It consists of the portico, the court, the impluvium, the 
lararium in which a small statue of Minerva was founds 
of several servants* rooms, the exedra , triclinium and a 
bed room; near the latter were another room and a ca« 
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binet for the cubicular slave, with an alcove in which were 
found the rings of qurtains, a dressing case and three 
windows in a semicircular wall; a small corridor led to 
the garden, to another triclinium and to the baths placed 
lit the angle of the house; these contained the frigidariumj 
tepidariunij sudatarium and the calidarium^ 

Over the exedra were terraces and other rooms look- 
ing over the garden , the oecus used as a tricliuium when 
the guests were numerous , various rooms and the library. 
To the left of the chief gallery is a room decorated with 
stuccoes and paintings ; a small corridor leads to the sub* 
terranean rooms and to a splendid triclinium and other 
chambers covered with valuable paintings* A square portico 
surrounded the garden at two angles of which were the 
lararium and a cabinet , in the centre a piscina. Beneath 
the portico was the cellar which still contains amphorae. 
In this were found the skeletons of eighteen young men 
and of two children with the remnants of their garments. 
Between the garden and principal entrance were the kitchen, 
the pantry, oven, a yard, rooms for the peasants, a commu« 
nication with the portico and street , and rooms for slaves. 

Opposite the villa are the tombs of the Arria family; 
further on those of Gejus and Labeo , the sepulchral mo- 
numetit in the form of an altar raised by AUeja Decimilla, 
a priestess of Geres , to her husband Libella and to her son; 
nearly opposite this monument is a sepulchral triclinium 
decorated with paintings of plants and animals ; the ad- 
joining tomb of Nevoleja and Manatius contains cinerary 
urns and an elegant cippus; the bas-reliefs represent the 
funerary ceremonies of those times, the profession and 
honours of Munatius Faustus , the vessel lowering her sails 
which may be emblematic of the term of life. 

After the tombs of the Nistacidia ^imily is the mo- 
nument of Gajus Galventius decorated with bas-reliefs , in 
which is the bisellium or seat of honour awarded to merit. 
In the subterranean tomb opposite various objects of value 
were found ; the bas-reliefs of the tomb of Scaurus re- 
present combats of gladiators and wild beasts. 
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The large edifice opposite, either an inn or a yilla, 
contains a portico with shops in which were many bronze 
works and utensils; ander the portico were fonnd skeletons 
with coins and objects of value lying near them; it is pro- 
bable that these persons, while flying from the eruption, 
took shelter at this spot and were suffocated. 

On the opposite side is a space enclosed by a wall', from 
its vicinity to the tombs it is supposed to have been the 
spot where the bodies were burnt 5 the villa called that 
of Cicero without any foundation was one of the first that 
was found ; according to the custom that prevailed during 
the early excavations, the paintings, mosaics and other ob- 
jects were taken away and the spot was again covered up. 
Four columns, a fountain and a mosaic of great beauty 
were found in a house opposite the portico , together with 
skeletons near which several gold and silver coins were 
lying on the ground ; the first niche was probably designed 
to be a tomb. In the street near to it, which once led 
to the shore , is the Mammia monument now in ruin, but 
once decorated with statues and columns ] the walls of the 
sepulchral chamber are lined with stuccoes and paintings* 
To some buildings names have been given through ca- 
price or slight observation •, such is the case with the en- 
closures near the preceding monument called the tomb of 
the Comitii , the sepulchre of animals. Another appears 
by the inscription to have been that of Porcius; the one 
attributed to Cerrinius , from its vicinity to the gate and 
its style of structure, was probably a sentry box. 

The Herculaneum gate has three internal and three 
external apertures ; the central * one for carriages, the lateral 
one for foot passengers , corresponding to the foot paths 
along the street ; when the gate was discovered an adver- 
tisement still existed of a combat of gladiators in the amphi- 
theatre which was to be covered with an awning-, a large 
flight of steps led to the walls \ the houses in the first 
street are in a better state of preservation on the left , than 
on the right side; the traces of the earthquake of 63, the 
injuries of which had been repaired, are still visible. 

On the right is the Inn of Albinus communicating 
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with two shops -where provision^ were dressed and hot be-^ 

Terages prepared ; opposite was another Inn with a shop^ 
The house improperly calledof the Vestals, consists of two 
distinct dwellings communicating with each other, the chieiF 
entrance being Jby a portico and court; in the centre of the 
triclinium was a pavement made of bits of glass which pro- 
duced a fine effect, the other hduse had a larger court 
and a private comnranication vnth the exedra ; the court 
was a kind of sistus ; the basin in the centre Was lined 
with marble ; near the sacrarium are two other rooms ; 
various paintings and objects of value, a provision of oil 
in glass vases , chesnuts , dates , dried grapes and figs 
were found in this house. 

The surgeon's house is so called from the surgical 
instruments it contained ; amongst other objects were lead 
weights on which were written on one side eme^ pay, on 
the other habebisy you shall have ; the following building 
called the custom house was pi^bably a stable , the next 
shop was called the soap manufactory the lime it cont- 
ained for building purposes being taken for soap ; the other 
shops are supposed to be termopili , at the angles formed 
by this line of houses and another street, a fountain was 
placed. In this little street ending at the walls, are the 
house of the female dancers, of Narcissus and others ; 
they derived these appellations from the paintings they 
contained. ' 

The houses in the main street near the Inn of Al-' 
binus are worthy of observation; they consisted of four 
floors, two being under the level of the street, and contained 
several fine paintings and mosaics now in the museum* 

At the junction of these two streets on the left are 
the house of Sallust, so called from an inscription on the 
outward wall and that of Acteon from a painting in one 
of the rooms ; the owner seems to have kept an oven near* 
which were four mills and a room for making and keeping 
paste, the mouth* of the oven was closed by an iron door. 
Judging from the objects found in it one of the shops ia 
this street was that of a stone cutter; another was destined 
to the sale of goods belonging to die proprietor , the distrib»« 
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tioli of the rooms bmg die same as in the one already 

described* 

Opposite the private door of this house was the resi- 
dence of Modestus whose name was engraved on the wall, 
and it gives an idea of the private houses of Pompei ; the 
paintings on the partitions represented subjects taken from 
the Odyssey. In another near it a painting was found, re- 
presenting women receiving bunches of flowers in their 
aprons, fpr which reason it is called the house otflowersm 
Near that of Acteon is a public ovoi much larger 
than the one already mentioned* In addition to the de- 
pendencies of similar edifices there was a stable for the 
animals employed in the service of the mills. In the pi» 
nistrumy the room where the paste was made, there is a 
painting which represents a sacrifice*, both wheat and flour 
were there found in large amphorce. The house of the mw- 
sical academy is so called from the paintings of musical 
intruments in the rooms around the atrium ; other houses 
with shops continue till the angle of the street where there 
is another fountain* 

Opposite the academy is the house otPolibius having 
two doors on the same street, with a double vestibule lead- 
ing to a large 0)rinthian atrium; this fine house probably 
belonged to a merchant as there is an internal communis 
cation with one of the shops ; another shop on the oppo«- 
site side of the street contained vases filled with dried 
medicaments ^ a serpent is painted on the outward wall. 

The house of Pansa^ discovered in 1812, has seven 
shops on three streets , small houses and three apart* 
meats in the centre for the master of the house. On the 
fourth side are a fine portico and a garden in which are 
the leaden pipes that distributed water to the whole build- 
ing* Under this portico was found , with several valuable 
objects, the finest candelabre existing in the museum* 

The houses discovered since that of Pansa are better 
preserved and claim greater attention: the first contains 
a mosaic representing an angry dog with the motto cai^e 
4^anem; the house has the usual partitions which were 
decorated with mosaics and, paintings, the finest of which 
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were transferred to the mnseufiil; the latter represent tht 
parting of Briseis and Achilles j and Briseis at her embar^ 
jLation ; the street called of Fortuney leading to the Isis 
gate, contains graceful and interesting habitations* That of 
the great mosaic , one of the most magnificent in Pompei^ 
contains the celebrated master piece representing a battle 
between the Greeks and Persians , the equal to which has 
not been found in Pompei or in any other place; opposite 
this habitation are those of Cupid And Psichcj oiuimphion 
and Dirce^ of Ariadne^ Deaalus and Pasiphae so called 
from their respective paintings ; the street continues in the 
shape of a quadriyium, and terminates for the present at 
the houses of the bronze bull and of the garlands. 

The inspection of the thermas conveys an idea of the 
distribution in these edifices. Benches are placed around 
the portico and a sitting room is in the centre. A corridor 
to the right leads to a dressing room having seats on three 
sides ; on one is the frigidarium or cold bath, with ben- 
ches at the angles and a basin surrounded with steps in 
the centre ; on the other side is the tepidarium for warm 
baths, which still preserves its large bronze brasier, and 
the calidariumy or hot bath, in whicn is a double plavement. 
The vapour passed by means of tubes from three large 
caldrons; the dressing room communicates by a narrow 
gallery vrilh the heating rooms, the water reservoir and a 
court. The same distribution is repeated on a smaller 
scale at the largest angle of the building, and there is a 
separate entrance to each bath. The rest of the building, 
situated between four streets, is occupied by shops which 
probably contained objects of luxury or convenience for 
Bathers. 

Adjoining the cave canem an arch has been found which 
formed the entrance to the stradade'^erctiri, near which were 
fragments of a bronze equestrian statue \ on the left side 
of the street seven shops were discovered in 1 825 , the 
external walls were covered with advertisemmits. In the 
strada de* Mercuri sre the houses called the Ancora^ 
Zjupanare^ Castot and Pollux^ Meleager^ Apollo y Adonis^ 
the hermaphrodite^^ from these w^e exlraded nnmeroui 
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•ilver vases , embellished with bas-^reliefs ani ornaments , 
which are now in the museum* The FuUonicaj one of the 
most curious objects of Pompei, contains a fountain and 
several rooms used for dying stuffs^ the pilasters near the 
fountains are covered with paintings representing the pro- 
cess followed in the operation of dying; the houses of the 
large and small fountain are paved with mosaic^ the one 
opposite called del nauiglio or delle ^accanti contained 
a fine painting of Zephyrus and Flora which is now in 
the museum. 

In the adjoining temple of Fortune, despoiled of its 
marble ornaments, the statue of a female, and one pre- 
tended to be that of Cicero , were discovered. 

The street leading from this temple to the Forum , 
the largest of the town, is lined with shops, those on the 
right side belong to the thermae, on the left to the house 
of Bacchus, In a cross street before reaching the Forum 
there are many shops and taverns, and near the Forum is 
one called the gladiator's school, a combat of gladiators} 
being painted on the outward wall. It appears from the 
numeroas ob}ects found in these shops thfit they were de- 
p6ts of bronze , glass and terra cotta worjts. 

The Forum was opened between 1813 and 1818, the 
sixe of the rectangular piazza, the double row of porticoes, 
the buildings , excite surprize on reflecting that the city 
was so small. The three entrances have the appearance of 
triumphal arches , the one leading to the strada delta 
JFortuaa appears to have fallen during the earthquake of 
63 and to have been undergoing repair when the city 
met its doom ; many statues and fragments were found in 
and near the temple, several pieces of architecture in the 
subterranean parts that did not belong to the edifices; the 
next building is supposed to be the prisons \ the one follow- 
ing contained the measures of capacity. Th^ temple of 
Venus was covered with paintings and contained seve- 
ral statues and fragments. > one -. oT tjie in^riptipns in the 
jcdlsL indicating the divinity to who^ the temple was con- 
;secrated. The exeavajtions of the Basilica .were completed 
in 1815} this ^oildiog i^ composed of ^ee. n^v^s, the 
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external ones were decorated with porticoes and the roof 
was sustained by a line of Jonic pillars ; the second story 
by otJiers of the Corinthian order* The tribune was at the 
lower end. On one of the sides are three curie in which 
the public acts and treasury were deposited. They are now 
filled up with marble fragments^ terre cotte and other 
object. 

The monument of Emachia consisting of a calcidi- 
cum and portico , was dedicated to pi^ty by the priest- 
ess £umachia as appears by the inscription existing on 
the architrave ^ the caicidicum was a kind of v6stQ)ule 
ornamented with niches that led to . the porticoes , at the 
extremity of which stood the statue of Concord and commu- 
nicated with the internal portico where sa statue was raised 
to the priestess Eumachia by the company of dyers. 

Near the temple , supposed to have been dedicated to 
Mercury c^ Quirinus which presents nothing to attract at- 
tention, there is a large semicircular hs^U with an ara in 
the centre , seats and niches in the contour, said to hate 
been the assembly room of the decurions. 

The Pantheon J or temple of Augustus, discovered in 
1825 is of a fine style of architecture and is decorated 
with several good paintings. Many objects of interest were 
found in this temple and in the adjacent shops, particu- 
larly in those of the Augustali street , together' with fine 
painted decorations and quantities of provisions. To the 
right of the strada degli Augustali , on a parallel line 
with the forum , is the house of the king of Prussia , 
excavated in presence of that monarch in 1822 ; the houses 
of the Pescatriccj of Venus and MarSy derive their ap- 
pellations from paintings of these subjects. In the strada 
de* mercanti are the houses of the 'wild boar , of the 
Graces y of the pharmacy ^ in which surgical instruments 
and various medicines were fpund. In the adjoining lane 
IB that of the Tweli>e great gods, a subject painted on one 
of its angles, and in the strada Mercanti that of Francis I 
excavated in presence of that Emperor in 1819. The strada 
del Teatro leads to several important edifices ; coins and 
saveral valuable objects were found near the iriangulaif 
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(brum placed witbin poiti^oes which are sustained by sr 
hundred doric columns* 

This foriim was probably of the Etruscan period. A 
wall parallel to the theatre leads to the supposition that 
there was at this spot a stadium for gymnastic exercises. 
The temple of Neptune or Hercules situated in the centre, 
is of the same style as the temples of Pestam. A fine paint* 
ing in the house of Joseph II is supposed by Yisconti to 
represent Sophonisbe and Massinissa. 

On the longest side of the Forum portico there Is an 
entrance to the theatre from which there is one of the 
finest views in Pompei; near it are a water reservoir and 
an edifice where an Oscan inscription has been found. 

The temple of Isis is one of the most interesting 
objects of Pompei. Having been ruined by the earthquake 
of the year 63 , it appears by an inscription to have been 
rebuilt by Popidius. A quadrilateral portico forms the in- 
terior, to the right is a well destined, to receive the ashes 
of the sacrifice, a small staircase leads to a subterranean 
chamber, opposite which is a large altar where ashes «nd 
bones of animals were found* There were ten other altars 
within the porticoes and a podium at the extremity of 
the cella; the paintings, statues , the Isiac table ana se- 
veral other interesting objects that were found in the 
teobple are now in the Museum. 

The adjoining temple was consecrated to Esculapius, 
or to Jupiter and Juno; a bust of Minerva and tv^o small 
statues were found in these ruins , the latter representing, 
in the opinion of Winkelman, Esculapius and Hygeia, and 
according to Bonucci , Jupiter and Juno* 

An object worthy of peculiar notice is the sculptor's 
studio which contains a marble half sawed , several figures 
that were not finished, and the tools used in sculpture 
lyiug near them, circumstances leading tO the supposition 
that the works were in activity at the moment of the 
catastrophe* 

In the vicinity are the two theatres : the larger one, 
the tragic theatre, was discovered in 1764; the Odeon in 
1769; btirt these interesting monuments were left ia oblv^ 
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pit , seats and galleries are easily distinguished ; tb€f 
smaller theatre is in better preservation, the larger one more 
decorated ; the upper part is stript of its marbles as it 
happened to other high buildings which were not to- 
tally covered. 

Another public edifice, brought to light in 1 794, he^ 
came a subject of controversy with regard to its use. It 
was considered to be a porpco of the theatres or a market 
place , but these opinions are unfounded as the entrance 
to it was by a narrow lane, the present entrance being 
modern. The shape of the building , its situation near the 
port and at the esrtremity of the city , a kitchen , many 
small rooms, a single large apartment, the military arms anct 
accoutrements , the skeletons foand in greater number thao^ 
in any other part of the town, four of which were in a' 
room with chains at their feet, all these circumstances, prove 
that the building in question was in reality a barrack. 

The amphitheatre is situated in an angle of the towa^ 
near the walls. Two large entrances lead to the arena , 
the cai^ea is divided into three parts by two ambulacrij 
the inftma , or part nearest the stage , was the post of 
honour destined for the magistrates , priests and persons 
-of distinction, the media (!ai^a^ consisting of twelve benches, 
for military, men, citizens, heads of trades « the third divi« 
sion or summacauea for the populace. (Cicero de senect* 
cap. 1 4) calls the plebean mode of discourse i^erba ad 
summam casfeam spectantia ; in the upper part were the 
places assigned to females , the benches were intersected 
by cunei which approached the infima and diverged from 
the sumnuiy cauea ; the parts formed by these divisions 
were called cuneiy forty i^mitori led to the cavea; the 
highest external ambulacra to the media and summA 
cauea and a corridor to the seats for females. 

In an excavation made in 1754 at the house of Julia 
FeU^j not far from the amphitheatre, a fine bronze tripod 
and other valuable objects were discovered. An advertise* 
meat was found on the outer wall purporting that be- 
tween 4he 6 and 8, of August, a bath^ a venereum of 90 
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sliops^ ^itk rooms aboY^ w^re to be let^fix" the term of 
five years, 

GoDsideriiig tliat about tbe fifth part onl j of Ponqsei 
has been excavated, and the large number of yaluable mo- 
numents that have been discovered, an idea may be formed 
of the quantity that still lie under ground. It is calculated 
that i^ith the small Sum allowed for the excavatiooSy and 
tbe little activity that prevails in the works , another cen^ 
tui^ will pass away before the city can be laid open. 

Torre del Greco* 

Contains a population of 1 3000 souls. In the church 
there are paintings by Lnca Giordano. This appellation is 
said to be derived from a Greek hermit who planted on 
these shores the grape which produces the i^ino greco and 
the iacryma della Torre. 

A chapel dedicated to the Annunciation in 1319 has 
given its name to Torre delV Annunziata , the seat of 
powder and paper manufactories, . 

Castellamare. x n / "^ 

A sea port, with mineral waters^ mann&ctures and pleas- 
ant villas which is much frequented in the summer season. 
Its walls and fort are of the period of Charles I of An jou^ 
the port and mole of that of Charles III. In the chiesu 
ddl Gesu there are paintings by Lnca Gioitlano*, the royal 
casino is called qui si sana , in allusion to the puri^ of 
the air and the gardens are open to the public on obtaining 
a permission from the intendant of the king's hous^iold. 
On the hill of Pozzano there is a statue of the Madonna 
which was found in a well in the XI century; the pedestal 
of the cross was an altar that belonged ta the temple of 
Diana, replaced by the Madonna church; this top of the 
mountain is covered which volcanic substances in which 
some remains may still be traced o f Stabia, a town founded 
by the Etruscans , inhabited by the^ Samnites, partly des- 
troyed by SyUn and luiried iii tfa^ eruption of 79* , 
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Gastellamare is the dock yard of the Neapolitan fleet, 
and contains about 16000 inhabitants. 

Fico. 

(Ficus a^fuanus) is situated on a mass of rocks the 
angles of which hang over the sea and form large caverns. 

Massa* 

At the extremity of the promontory contains a 
little chapel, built on the ruins of a temple dedicated to 
Minerva ; several phaenician tombs » greek , Carthaginian , 
and roman coins, with sundry female ornaments, were found 
ihJts vicinity. . • 

Sorrento^ ^ 

(Sorrenitum) said to>bave been founded by Ulysses 
or by the Pbaenicians became a Roman colony under Au- 
gustus. Its shores have lost nothing of the ancient charm 
which procured it the epithet of amasnum from Horace. 
There still exist some ruins of the temples of Geres and 
of the Syrens , galleriea and arches of the villa of Pollio. 
Sorrento was celebrated in ancient times for the purity of 
its air, and was recommended by Gallienus as a place of 
residence to the emperor Antoninus , in latter times as the 
birth place of Torquato Tasso \ the house in which the 
poet was bom .is . finely situated, and has a terrace placed 
on a rock , decorated with verdure and bathed by the. sea. 

' The Piano or Borgo of Sorrento. 

The principal plaee of residence of strangers in, the 
summer season, possesses a piscina of Antoninus Pius 
which is well preserved and still furnishes water to tb^ 
wells of the piano and town. It is covered with orange 
plantations, around it ai*e theremains of a cripto portico 
mid of a naumachuid, : ) v., ... : . . 
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A town of 7000 souls and one of the cities of 
Picenum y founded by tlie Pelasgians. It was taken by 
Annibal , subsequently sacked by the Gothic king Tesa 
and by king Roger. In the third century it was occupied 
by the Saracens and after their departure was called 
A\icera Paganorum* It was the birth place of the painter 
Solimena ; with the exception of the church of S. Maria 
Maggiore , built on the model of the roman Pantheon, it 
contains noting of interest* 

La Cava. 

Situated in the centre of the beautiful vallies of 
Monte Matelliano contains about 20000 inhabitants. It 
was the ancient Marcina a town of Picenum. The streets 
are lined with porticoes. 

At a distance of three miles is a Benedictine convent 
called the Casa della Trinitd which contains in its ar« 
chives upwards of 75000 original parchments relative to 
the history of the middle ages and particularly to that of 
the Lombards. This convent was the retreat of the cele* 
brated Filangieri where he composed his treaty delta 
icienza della legislazione. 

J/ / */• Salerno. 

^. r^/u.c,, ^^^^ (Salernum) situated at the bottom of a gulph to 
which it gives its name, and once the capital of Picenum^ 
became a Roman colony after the second Punic war; 
at the period of the Lombard domii^ion it formed part of 
the principality of Beneventum , and in the middle of the 
IX century was the capital of an independent principality. 
The cathedral, a Gothic edifice of the year 1076^ 
contains paintings and sculptures of merit, a multitude 
of ancient columns , tombs of the Lombard princes and 
bas-reliefs taken from the temples of Poestum. It was for- 
merly the seat of an university celebxttted by its- medical 
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studies, wbich is said to 'bare beeni fotinded bj the Arabs. 
Tbe Salernitan school flourished as far back as the 
X ceulnryt The population amounts to about 1 1000 souls. 

Amalfi^ Ci-^4-^^1 /^^/« ^yUw^^ 

Built in the shape of an amphitheatre in the midst -^^v^ ^^ 
<>f orange trees and myrtles , was once a rich and flou- 
rishing republic which maintained a concurrence with 
Venice. At the beginning of the XI century its inhabitants 
took an active part in the Crusades* It was plundered in 
1 135. From, the period of its conquest by Roger duke of 
Calabria, Amalfi declined and the population , from fifty 
thousand is now reduced to three thousand, souls. 

The cathedral, built on the ruins of a pagan temple^ 
contains a porphyry vase , red granite pillars and a bas- 
relief of grei^k sculpture. Amalfi was celebrated by its ma- 
ritime laws , collected in the Amalfi table now lost, which 
fermed during four centuries the maritime code of Europe ^ 
and still moiie so by the invention of the compass by Gio- 
i^anui Flavio one of its citizens. 

The little village of Atrani, depending on Amalfi, the 
birth place of Masauiello, preserves a curious monument 
of art : the bronze bas-reliefs of the doors of the S. Sal- 
yatore -church with an inscription of the year 10.87 , the . 

period, of tbe greatness of Amalfi. ^^^ d/r^ ^ TZ.-^h^v., ?/.^;! 

% IV. ^uT^v 

Poestum. 

The origin of Poestum is enveloped in obscurity. 
Its foundation is attributed to the Ph^nicians, to the 
Etruscans , to the Dorian and Sybarite Greeks. These opi* 
nions are supported by authorities and etymologies according 
to the taste <^ the learned. Padre Paoli maintains that 
Poestum was one of the andent Italian cities under the 
Etruscan domiinion when^ it is asserted , Italy enjoyed 
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# high degree of civilkation and a knowledge of science 
and arts before they had penetrated into Greece. 

It is certain, however, that the Sybarites^ a people 
of Greek origin , occupied the town and restored its walls. 
By the Dorians it was called Posidania , by the Sybarites 
Posidonia , by the Lucanians in their Osque language 
Pesitan or Pestan^ to which the Romans gave the latin 
termination and called it Poastum, The word Posidonia 
signifiyng Neptunia, would imply that it was a commercial 
town placed under the protection of the god of the sea. 
Tlie customs of Greece were introduced into Pcestum 
by the Sybarites. Atheneus relates (lib. xiv c. y) that a 
festival was celebrated annually by the inhabitants in ho- 
nour of their lost liberty which was a day of sighs and tears. 
After the Sybarites it fell under the dominion of the Lu- 
canians who held it until the year 480 of Rome when it 
became a Roman colony, subsequently a confederate city, 
and a municipium* - 

At the fall of the empire it partook of the common 
destiny. In the IX century it was destroyed by the Sa- 
racens; the inhabitants being dispersed settled in the neigh- 
bouring towns, but chiefly at Gapaccio, and then from its total 
subv^sion,and want of inhabitants,the air became unhealthy. 
,/i^7i>*^C^^^^ The city was situated in a spacions plain six miles 
^.*^vt -4 beyond the oilarus and at a distance of one nrile from 
^^^^\7y the sea. Strabo relates that in his time the waters had 
i^/^^C4M^t^ecome stagnant, but the splendour of Pcestum had already 
I '-^^.^ declined. It was frequented in the winter season by the 
Ij^a'^a^ Romans on account of the mildness of the climate and the 
fertility of the soil and even at the present day a second 
crop of pears , apples and cherries is frequently seen in 
November. The roses of Poestum, which blossomed twice 
in the year, are celebrated by ancient poets (Virg. Georg. rv, 
Grid, de Pont. eleg. iv, Mart. lib. ix ep. 60, Proper, lib. it 
C. IV ). 

The walls, two temples, a basilica or public atriam 
and an amphitheatre are its only remains. These monu- 
ments present a grave and majestio simpHcity peeuliarto 
the Doric order, and arc of the same style as several mo- 
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liuments in Greece and Sicily; they consist of blocks six 
and ten palms long, four and five broad > superimposed 
witbout cement but strongly connected by their mass , 
weight and disposition , a mode of construction uniting 
solidity and duration. To these fdirms, the Greeks substi- 
tuted those of a lighter and less expensive character, but the 
ancient retained their austere and imposing beauty. 

The walls were two miles and a half in circuit; four 
gates stood nearly opposite to each other, the eastern one 
alone remains; the walls, of a solid style of structure^ are 
18 and 22 palms broad; the southern and eastern part are 
the best preserved ; the towers situated at the angles were 
square and seem to be more modern than the walls; the 
one to the left of the gate is nearly entire , the elevation 
including the parapet is 65 palms, the greatest length of 
the town 6200 and the greatest breadth 4100 palms. 

The two temples are of a grave and severe style. 
Both have six columns on the facade; the larger one 14 
and the other 1 3 on the sides; the col-umns have no base, 
but the steps form a solid foundation to the edifice , the 
columns appear to be too near each other, but solidity 
seems to have been preferred to beauty as they formed 
a strong support to heavy architraves ; these temples 
ai« ruined only in their interior, the outward parts, 
particularly in the large temple, being preserved entire; 
the latter said to be consecrated to Neptune has a per- 
istyle of 36 columns and an architrave decorated with 
a frieze •, the fa9ade is crowned with a cornice, the cella, 
of the same form as the building, was raised on a basement 
and closed by walls some remnants of which , with the 
door facing the east, are still visible; near this door 
there are traces of steps that led to the upper part of the 
temple^ the cella is placed between 14 columns in a double 
row over which a second line of smaller columns is sepa- 
rated from the first row by a simple architrave ; of these 
upper ones five are remaining on one side and three on 
the other^ the light seems to have penetrated into the cella 
from above , two open vestibules annexed to the cella were 
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probably tbe pronaus and the posticum; the temple ii 
227 palms long and 92 broad , the cella 100 by 44. 

The smaller temple called that of Ceres has a prf- 
style composed of 34 columns , of the entablature there 
remains only the architrave on the whole length of tbe 
colonnade, but the two fa9ades though greatly injured still 
exist ; the one towards the east leads to an open vestibule 
sustained by six columns resting on a round base. In tbe 
cella there are remains of the niche destined for the imag^ 
of the divinity to whom the temple was dedicated ; the 
length of the edifice is 120 and the breadth 50 palms, 
the cella 72 by 28. 

The third edifice is supposed to be a temple , a public 
atrium , a part of the forum , or a basilica ; it was pro* 
bably consecrated to some divinity; on the facade and 
lower end it has 8 columns and 1 8 on each of the sides 
all without basement, and of the same style as the temples; 
of the enublature nothing remains but the architrave and 
part of the frieze ; the length of this basilica or temple 
is 198 palms, the breadth 87. 

The amphitheatre is supposed to be of a very remote 
period , the style indicating the infancy of art in this sort 
of building', others pretend that it is of the Boman period 
as the Romans alone are said to have used amphitheatres. 

A tomb with Etruscan characters has been found 
between Poestum and Varizzo ] another near the walls in 
the direction of the sea ; near the eastern gate are ruins 
of aqueducts extending towards Gapaccio \ after the de- 
struction of this city by the Saracens , Robert Guiscard 
transferred many monuments to Salerno to build the church 
of S. Matteo. "T^ /v,/ t^.^^r,.-> Ar,., ^A^//f^/' (}ix4.ij^^y 






/ Caserfa. /^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^ 



Is situated on the branch of the Tifati mountains 
that faces the Campania, and consits of an aggregate of 22 
villages. In one of these called la Torre Charles III built 



Digitized by 



Google 



163 
ft palace wMch has not b^n surpassed in ancient or in 
modem times. La Torre is 1 3 mUes distant from Naples 
and 6 from Gapna. 

Erchemp^rty a chronicler of the Lombard princes » 
the first who speaks of Caserta , says that in the year 
861 Landulf^ brother of the count of Capua, casam irtatn 
coepit ; the words casa irta seem to be derived from the 
situation and to have originated with the Lombards who 
placed the town under the protection of the archangel 
Michael to whom the Lombards, south of the Tiber, showed 
great devotion^ In the X century it becapcie a flourishing 
place and in 966 was raised to an episcopal see by John XIIL 
Caserta with its villages now contains 22 thousand souls. 
In 1819 it became: the chief town of the province > 
and the seat of the Intendenza, which was removed from 
Capua* 

The beauty and salubrity of the site induced the king 
to build on it , not only a palace, but a town, a project 
which^ has been partly realized. The fortunate selection of 
Yanvilelli as the architect has contributed to the singulair 
beauty and harmony of the work. The first stone was laid 
by the king in 1752 and the first story completed when 
in 1 759 he succeeded to the Spanish throne. The building 
was finished by his son Ferdinand I. 

) The palace forming a rectangle , with the sides exposed 
to the four cardinal points, is situated in an elliptic piazza 
at the end of a fine alley of trees ; its length from east 
to west is 900, breadth 700 and height 143 palms; th« 
facades are of the composite order with a balustrade oa 
the cornice, and it consists of seven stories; on each of the 
large sides there are 32 windows and 37 on the minot 
ones; the walls, formed of travertine excavated at S» Jorio 
near Capua, are 2f palms wide. 

At the two principal facades commences a triple poiv 
tico; the two lateral and the central vestibule^ are deco* 
rated with 64 dorio columns of Sicilian marble; the middle 
vestibule communicates with an alley that leads to the 
cascades y on the right is a' splendid staircase^ on the left 
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the colossal statue of Hercules ; on the sides there are four 
courtyards each 294 palms long and 200 broad. 

The grand staircase, one of the finest pieces of archi- 
tecture in the palace, occupies a space of 88 palms by 75 
and consists of 1 1 7 steps of Trapani lumachella ; there are 
marble statues of lions , of Charles III , of Truth and 
of Merit^ at the angles, paintings of the four seasons and 
one representing Apollo^ the octogone vestibule at the 
summit is decorated with 24 marble jonic columns; besides 
the grand staircase there are thirty five others. 

The chapel, embellished with marbles, stuccoes and 
paintings is 138 palms long and 48 broad, two lateral 
porticoes are sustained by pilasters and binary columns of 
the Corinthian order. The paintings representing the con- 
ception situated over the high altar, and the marriage of 
the Madonna are by Bonilo, the presentation at the temple 
by Mengs , the five others by Conca. 

The great door in the vestibule to the right leads to 
the royal apartment by three large halls ; the first that 
of the Alabardieri is 92 palms by 53 , the second that 
of the bodj guard 89 by 53 , the third 75 by 54; the 
first is plain, but the second is decorated with a marble 

ftoup representing Alexander Farnese crowned by victory, 
n the third there are valuable marble ornaments and a 
fresco by Rossi representing the marriage of Alexander the 
Gi^at with Roxana. 

To the left of thfe third hall is the apartment called 
vecchio , to the right the nuovo'^ the former, consisting of 
several splendid rooms , contains frescoes by the best ar- 
tists of the day, with paintings in oil alnd water colours 
by Hackerl. The netv apartment commenced in 1807 con- 
sists of a smaller number of roonis , but they are larger 
and are decorated with great taste. In two of the rooms are 
frescoes representing Mars attd Astrea \ the throne room 
is 136 palms long, 57 in breadth aiid 65 in height; 

Tb^ theatre contains 40 boxes on five tieris besides the 
royal box which is decorated with 1 2 ■ corinthian pillars 
of Gesualda alabaster. Including tl^ stage the length* 
of the theatre is 105 palms and 55 in its largest breadth. 
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The gardens, laid oirt by Vani^itelli the architect of the 
palace, are beautiful and extensiye, a small castle surrounded 
by water is placed at the exttemiij of a pond 1 008 palms 
long and 400 wide^ the fountain of the ifelfini is closed 
by another pond 1800 palms by 103. 

The second, that of Eolus^ represcbts the god in the 
act of setting free the winds' at the r^uest of Juno. That 
of Ceres is decorated with •statues round a fine sheet of 
water on a space 1216 : palms long and 66 broad. The 
fourth fountain represents Fenaj and ^rfom>* This long 
course of waters has rendered it necessary to construct 
two bridges. 

The grand cascade iails fr«m the top of the hill over 
artificial nocks into a large basin in the centte of which 
are the gfoups of Diana and her nymphs, and ;of Aetseom 
assailed by dogs; from this basin, 350 palms. by. 240, these 
are ten thousand palms to the palace; to the east, exten- 
slye gardebs , to the west, the road to S. Lemdo. -The 
beakity of the horizon', the prospect of tl;ie palaciey the 
graduated course of the waters, form a splendid vaew> at this 
spot, but not equal to those at iS. Sili^estrd" BXi<\ at' the 
Pentaglio ^situated on the bill* & LeuciO' owes its prosper* 
ity to Ferdinand I from the silk manufactories he esU- 
blished in 1766. It was the intention ofithis sov^ereignto 
build in' the vicinity a town to h^ called FerdinandopoU^ 
the surveys were made in i>789 ibut the realization of thk 
pr6ject was impeded! ibj the* subsecpentj Vicissitudes of 

the times. \ ' ' j 

The waters that supply CJaseru^ 'md enorease. those 
called the Car mignanio waters v are ]^rougkt> from: M(mte> 
Taburno by means of a magnificent aqueduct which was 
begun in 1753. The principal source is that of Fizzo 
known to the ancients as the Acqua Julia which once 
supplied Capua ; their volume is encreased by the Airola 
and del Duca springs. From the Fizzo to the gi*eat cascade 
at Caserta the distance in a right line is 12 miles and 4200 
palfliis ,' but with the windings^ofthe aqi^ikcit it ii 21 
miles lind 1000 palms ^ the intdrsal ciianneLis 4 '/^ palms> 
wide and 7 high, the vahune of water is.2>i*/s palms higliii 
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the "whole cantl is oC a- aoUi oobacnictibii and fdlofws tlie 
mounuin sides at an. average deptth of 15; palms^. but k 
has been necessary to make tvnnels in the mountains and 
to throw bridges oyer tallies in order to give a current 
to the waters. 

There are six tunnels s the first froin the Pratb hill 
of 8200 palms dug. through ta&, the second 7080 in 
the hard rock of Monte Ciesoo y the third 1 500 in the rock j 
soil of the Croce hill, the fourth, in the hard rock of 
Monte Garzano at a depth, of 336 and length of 6250 
palms, the fifth cut through, the rock near Gaserta yecchia 
1740 palms long, the sixth and last was opened in 1786. 
A' part of the aqueduct amounting to 5O0 palma, having 
fallen in at a place called RauUo , remlered it necessary 
to make a circuit of 6000 palms in the interior ' of Xm 
mountain at a depth of 200 palms. ' 

There are several arches in the line of die aqueduct 
over the caviHea of mountains^ the one over the Faenza 
river is 280 palms in lei^tb, others in the valley of Du- 
razzano are 240 by 70 in lieight,/but the mosi remarkable 
are the ponti delta t^a//e* situated between the mountains 
of LoDgano and Garzano. The bridge contains three rt)ws 
of arches, each. arch being 64 palms high) the first row 
consists of 19 , the second of 28 ^ the third of 43 arches^ 
the pilasters of the first are 40 palms wide and 20 thick 
those of the second 3B by i 9, of the third 30 by 1 8. The total 
heighit is 221 palms v^be length including the wings 20B0 
palms, the breadth at the top 15 palms; on this part 
there is a convedient carriage rokd and a foot path through 
each tow of arcades ,' the central piles are at a depith of 
140^ palm& 

THE ISLANDS. 

Oaprui : . 

This idand. consists >of/twk> villages Capri titkijina" 
oapri^ jthe entrance to ihe latter is by a flight of 500 steps; 
from the < toji of Monte JSolaro the/ ejre embraoes cme of 
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the fiae^ views ^ tliat exists! 'Tht^ isb&d' iSi'^hont 9 iOMlcsi; 
in circumference, 3 in lisngtbt^aui^/^ ia breadth, and haft 
acquired celehrity froin; havii^'?beeii the reei4en<?e of Ti-? 
berius ivho built bere tirelVt '|>aUoea Whiich hef df^dicate4 
to the twelve great gods. | '..n:\ , ' '; , ! 

The Azure grotto is about a mile and a half from the 
village of. Capri on the .western coast; it is of a circular 
form , the entrance under a rock being about 4 feet high. 
It presents at first sight in a^pearduce of total dariiness, 
but when^ the sky is serehd the fli^t within gradually as? 
sumes "diie most beautiful azurertints^ the sand^ the pebbles 
and the water are of the same a^uire colour and the depth 
of the lake is about 15 feet ^ the Waier is ^O: pMre^ and 
tranquil that it appears when extending the hand that the 
objects at the bottom may be easily seized. A rock covered 
with stalactites forms the roof, the grotto is about a 
quarter of a mile in extent, and was probably used as a 
bath in Rom^u^tlmes. ; « . .^ 

Ischia, 

This island, celebrated for its mineral waters, is 18 
miles in circumference, 5 from east to west , and 3 from 
north to south; the population is about 21000 souls. In 
the centre is a high mountain known as Monte Epomeo 
by the ancients. It is an ancient volcano which has covered 
the island with other mountains in its eruptions, to these 
volcanoes may be attributed the fertility of the soil and 
the medicinal qualities of the mineral waters of the island; 
the country is well cultivated over all its surface not 
excepting Monte Epomeo which is covered with vines 
to its very summit ; its fruits have a fine flavour and its 
figs, which deserved the praises of Horace, are celebrated 
at the present day. 

Procida. 

The ancient Prochjta is situated between Ischia and 
Gape Misenum; its surface, about £ve miles square, cont- 
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ains 14000 inhabitants.' Proclda aoqtiired celebrity after 
the Sicilian vespers in 1282 as the country of Giovanni, 
the promoter of that insurrection ; he belonged to Salerno 
but was the feudal lord of Procida; the climate is very 
healthy and the women have preserved the greek costume. 

JNisida. 

This small island in the ^hape of a truncated cone, 
situated between Posiiippo and Cape Goroglio is about a 
mile and half in circutnference, and being a romantic spot 
it is frequented by artists* It is the place where vessels 
perform quarantine; the lazzaretto is built on the top of 
a rock. 



THE END OF THE FffiST PART 
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AFPOTIX TO m FIR^ MT 



STEAM NAVIGATION 

NEAPOLITAN LlifE 

The Ercolano ^ Mongibello , Maria Cristina ^ 
Francesco /• 

Departures for Marseilles tbe 1. 11. 21 of each month. 

From MarseUl^s for Naples 9, 19. 29. 

From Naples to Malu 4. 14. 24. 

The offices are sitijated Strada Piliero N. 21. 

TUSCAN LINE 

Offices, Strada Pfliero N. 17. 

Leopoldo II ^ and Maria Antonictta* The departures 
from Naples for Qvitavecchia , Leghorn, Genoa, Marseilles 
are on the 5. 15. 25 of each month« 

GOVERNMENT STEAMERS 
BETWEEN NAPLES AND SH3LY 

Maria T^r^sa ^ lili^ffo^ Peloro. 
Offices, Strada del Castello. 

The departures from Naples and Palermo are on the 
monday and thursday of each week; the arrival in the 
respective ports on tuesday and friday. 

22 
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The Peloro carries the correspondence between Na- 
ples and Messina, leaving Naples on friday and Messina 
on tuesday at 1. P. M. 

Passage money 

1. Qass. Ducats 6. 

2. » » 4. 

3. for servants only » !• 50 
Cabin v^ith 2 beds » 15. 

The Elba french steamer — passage from Naples to 
Marseilles in 55 hours on the 6. 16. 26 of eachmontk^ 
and from Marseilles to Naples on the 1. 11. and 21. 



FRENCH WAR STEAMERS 
Offices , Vico Travaccari Num. 15. 

Arrivals from Marseilles 5. 15. 25. at 9. A. M. and 
on the same days at 12 o' clock they leave for Malta . 

Arrivals from Malta 8. 18. 28 at 9. A. M. and leave 
at 2 P. M. for Civitavecchia and Marseilles. 



SARDINIAN LINE 
Offices, Strada Piliero N. 15, 

The Castor , Plrgilio , Dante , Archimedes Achillea 
Polifemo. DepAYtuTes from Naples for Civitavecchia, 
Leghorn, Genoa and Marseilles On the 3. 7. 13* 17. 23. 27 
of each month. 

The Lombardo leaves every 15 days for Marseilles 
touchiug at the intermediary ports. 

Office Strada Piliero N. 17. 
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The Duca di Calabria funs Between Naples, Me*-' 
sina and Palermo and viceversa, touching, weather permit- 
ting, at Paola, Pizzo, Tropea. 



DILIGENCE OFFICE 

Piazza Nicosia num. 43. Rome -— and Largo Ca^ 
stello Naples. 

Diligence from Rome ta Naples 
by Ceprano 

Departures from Rome 

Mondays \ 

Wednesdays \ at 8 in the morning : price Dolls 10. 75 

Fridays j the journey is performed in 30 hours. 

From Rdme to Naj^ 
by Terracina 



Departures 

py to March 
in September and October, 



From February to March, April, May, 
ptembe ' ^ 



on Tuesday \ 

Thursday [ atll.A.M«pripeforeach person, Dolls 11. 35 
Saturday j 

Journey performed in 30 hours 

In June j 

July f Saturday at 11. A.M. price Dolls 11, 35 

August : i 

Decenotberj Journey in 30 hours. 
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In November ^ Tuesday "i ^^^ n * 
January ) Saturday ) * 

By an extra diligence the price is Dolls 14. 
Borne to Frosinone 



iay \ In 



Tuesday 

Thursday J In winter at 6 A. ]VL*, price Dolls 2. 50 

Saturday 



Monday \ 

Wednesday! Insttttimerac midilight^ price Dolls 2* 50 

Friday J 

Journey p^tfotm^d in 12 hours. 

Rolne to Ciyitatecchia 
from 15 September to 14 March 



Monday 

Wedne 

Friday 



Wednesday I a|. 4 in the morning : price Dolls 2 



Monday ^ 

Tuesday i 

Thttrs(fay J at 8 in the evenitig; price Dolls % 40 

Friday 

Satui'day 

From 15 March to 14 September 



Tuesday 

Thursday J at 8 iu the evening; pric0 Dolb 3. 

Saluiday 
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Frida''^ } ^ ^"^ *^^ eVeAitig by CoiwVa, Dolls 2. 40 
Jeurney performed in S hours. 

The administration supplies extra carriages, when 
desired, which travel post tat Uie tariff rate. These carriages 
contain 4, 6, 8 pr 10. persons each. 

neapout:an railroads. 

The Railroad from Naples to Nocera and Castella* 
inare; p«i^ses through Portici , Torre del Greco aud della 
Annunziata. The rails are of english iron ; th^ springs , 
pi^s^ platforms, of iron from Fourchambault* The terminus 
is near the Piazza' def Afercato where Omnibuses are sta- 
tioned. It crosses the plam extending to Portici and in some 
points is washed by the sea. The daily average of passen- 
gers is between three a]|d f«ur thoipsand. 

There are two branches of railroad from the first 
station : onje to .Gastellamare by Portici , Torre del Grecci 
and Torr6 dell'Ani^unzii^tata , the other to Nocera by Pom- 
pel, Scafati, Angri an4 Pagani. Traips to both places 
<every hour. 

Farefs from Naples 

I* class. II* class. 

From Naples po Portiqi ; • * *.Gr. 15 Gr. 10 

Torre del Greco . • • „ 2U „ 15 

Torre dell'^ Ai^un^at^ /• : ^ 40 „, ^ 25 

Cajstellamare ^ • ♦ . . „ 50 ' ,|,.. 35 

Pompei or ScaiiEtti . . • ^. 50 : ^j^ 35 n 

Angri . . . -. . . . „ 60 ^\r 40 

PagMU W I^QQCya • ♦ # n 4? j, 50 
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Tiinc : To Portiei fifteen minTite^ 

( 

The first class carriages should always be taken. 

From Naples ' 

to Caserta and Capua. 

Railroad trains six limes a day. The station to Ca- 
aerta is. a. little beyond the Pompei station.. 

To Ca^erta . . . . . Gr. 45 Gr. 36 
Capua ,,, 60'' 97 48 



LANDING AT NAPLES. 



*' ' ' Whferi *the steamers arrive in thef bay .the passengers 
are ddaved about an hoiir beforp they are' permitted to 
laiid.»Tfcis 'delky is occa^oned by the visit 'of passports 
and luggage by the custom house officers. Hacktiey '<:oaches 
are in attendance at the landing plage* 



HRST RATE BCnTEH? q ; 

Victoria , Vittoria 16, Giacomo Zif^' 
Bellei^UB y RivijBra' 259 , /o^epft Frdncesconi 
Crocelle , Chiatamone 32, Gbthdrd Mdga 
Etrangers J Chiatamone 9,* Domenivo iftigaro 
' * This hou^ will be found orii of the' best in Naples; 
the apartments are comfortable and the service is well 
regulated, the proprietor having accompanied many 
English and American families of distinction in their 
travels. 
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Ginevra, Riviera 26» 

Gran Brettagna^ Riviera 276, Joseph Francesconi 

Isole Britanniche J Vittoria 38, M. Kronh ' ^ 

Giacomo Monnier^ Riviera 114 

Nuova York^ Strada Piliero 20 , Pietro Jorio 

Villa di Roma^ S. Lucia 5 , Fortunato Ciocciolano 

Filla di Russia y S. Lucia 82, Gennaro Tutino 



SECOND RATE HOTELS 

Aquila d' oro , Strada FioreBtini 71 , Antonio Nicoli 
Jquila Nera , Yico Re a S. Tommaso 14 , R^Palmieri 
Filla di Ban\ Strada Fiorentini 76, Concetta di NapoU 
Villa Borghese , Guantai Nuovi 99 , Gaetano Ferrari 
Cappello rosso, Vico Re a S. Tommaso 11, Cat^Schiero 
Commerce J Strada Fiorentini 42, Martin 
Europa, Vioo Travaccari 15, V. Spedicato 
Villa di Fiorenza, Vico Re a S. Tommaso d' Aquino 4 y 

F. Tramontano 
Francia, Largo del Castello 81, jit. Carvano 
Giuseppe Jorio , Strada Speranzella 23 
Villa dL Londra, Vico S. Giuseppe 22, *S. Mariso 
Villa ,di Napoli, Strada Fiorentini 39, A* Carola 
Giacomo JVoi^a, Largo S. Anna 1 
Palomba di Argento, Vico Corsea 24, A. Prefetto 
Niccola Perotti , Calata S. Anna di Palazzo 29 
Delia Rosa, Strada Guantai Vecchi 30, A Bennato 
Villa di Tolone, Vico S. Giuseppe 6, F. Bro^ier 
Augusto Trapp , Largo Castello 7. 
Fiori^ Strada Fiorentini 19, F. Ferrari 
Forhice, Strada Fiorentini 77, Concetta Paseale 
A Giorgio J Strada Coraea 79, Maria Vigheim 
Globoy Vico Travaccari, F. Molinari 
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raATTEURS 

Corona di Ferro^ Strada Toledo 218. 
Due SiciliCj Vico Taverna Penta. 
Deir Ercole, Strada Toledo 143. 
Commerccy Sivkda. di Cliiaja 257. 
Giglio c€l* orb J Sirada S. Brigida* . . 
Gennaro Marinellij Yico Freddo a Chiaja 2. 
Michele Petrillo^ Oiiaja 148. - 
Francesco Piccolo^ S. Maria in Portico 44. 
Pietro Polisanoy S. LUcia 31* 
Gennaro PonyicinOj Ghiatamone 23. 
Gaetaho Ruocco, Vico Carmiadb 17. . 
Fenezianoy Toledo 269. 
Fiaggiatori Strada, Bisignano 34. 
Filla di Marsigliay Vico S. Sepdlcarb a. Toledo 109. 
-* — • di Napoliy Largo Pal^lzo 48. 
— di MilanOy Vico CanipiEine 32« 

— ^ de Parisy French restaurateur, Strada Toledo 210. \ 

' < ■ di Itomay S. Luci^ 5;* ' 

" di Russia^ Strada Chiaja 287. 



Dinners tnay he ordered 4 la carte or at suted 
prices, the latter varying from 4, 6 to 12 oarlina. 
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PASSPORTS 

Police regulations. 

Travellers arriving at Naples by land are required to 
deposit their passports at the barriere on entering the city 
and to state the hotel or private house where they intend 
to lodge; a ticket is delivered in return for the passport 
-which may be left with the master of the hou^ who will 
conform to the customary formalities. 

Travellers arriving either by steamers , ships of war 
or by merchant vessels, are required to present themselves 
^t the police office on the port and to leave their passport 
for which a receipt is ,given : it is usual however that 
«ome employe of the police office repairs to the steamer 
to receive these passports for which he gives a receipt. 

No stranger can remain in Naj^s without a carte 
de surete , wnich must be applied for the day after the 
arrival, at the passport -office, at the Prefecture de police. 
The charge for this document is 41 grains •, it is personal 
and for men only. Remaining in Naples only seven or eight 
days it is necessary to retire the passport and obtain the 
visa of . departure : not wishing to apply personally the 
Innkeeper will fulfil the formality. 

Those' who wish to visit Sicily must have their passport 
vise by their Ambassador, Minister or the representative 
of the nation to which they belong who will give the 
^uono per render si in Sicilia. That done a guarantee is 
required , which is usually civen by the banker, and the 
passport is sent to the Prefecture de police •, the cost of 
the Neapolitan Visa is six carlins. 

If the traveller wishes to proceed from Sicily to Malta 
it must be so stated in the visa of the representative of 
his nation , and not being an english subject , it must be 
sent to the English legation which gives the visa for Malta. 

It must then be presented at the police, together with 
the guarantee for Sicily , where it is vise by the Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. 

23 
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In this case tlie passpott costa at the Prefecture de 
police carlins 6 , at the Foreign office 12. 

The passports for Borne, after J>eing signed by the 
representative of the nation, must be sent to the Apostolic 
Nuncio , thence to the Prefecture and finally to the Fo* 
reign office. 

The costs are; 

To the Papal Nuncio carlins 6 
To the Prefecture . . » 6 

To the Foreign office . . j* 12 

Travellers leaving Naples by steamers or other vessels 
must have their passports vises by the Consuls of the ports 
where the vessels touch, with the exception that, for Ci- 
vitavecchia, application must be made to the Papal Nuncio 
and for Mai*seilles to the French Ambassador* 



THE POST OFFICE 

Opposite tbe entrance to the Castello Nuovo , is open 
daily from 9 to 12, and from 3 till 8. 

Letters leave via Rome, five times a week tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, thursdays, friday^ aod Saturdays: and direct 
for France and England , via Marseilles by the French 
go veriiement steamers on the 8. 18. 28 each month saving 
four days betWeen London and Naples; Letters by land 
must be paid , by steam it is not necessary , a letter by 
land takes 14 days between Naples and England. The same 
french steamers leave Naples for the East on the 5. 15. 25 
pf each month with letters and passengei^* 
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&itidb Mimster Hotf* Wl Templi?/ AVtera ie?/ Chiaja 2M 
— Consul M. T. Gallway, Palazzo Calabritto 38 

United States Charge d'affaires M.Polk, Chiatamone 19 
-^— Consul M. A. Haaunet; Fico. Baglivo 4 

Englisk' aiid American BsHikers and Merchantis 

in alphabetical ordtir • 

; s.'.' o ■ 

Cotterell R.y Casino near the Villa Reale. 
Cumming Woody 46 Strada^ Guantai nuovi. 
GalUvey Thomas ^ Cappella vecchia Chiaja. 
Hammet Alexdndet ^ Strada Medina. • ■ 
Bogers Brothers y 4" Calata S.- Marco. ■ * ' 
Turner W.y 64 Strada S. Lucia. . . - • >» 

English Churchy Palazzo Cakbrltto 38, •Service every 
Sunday at eleven in 'the morning, and' kt three 
in the afte^nooh. 

English phjysicians Mes$, Strange and -Cox ' 

^ Surgeon M. Roskilly. * • . l 



Baths. 



Giuseppe PetroH^ Largo del Castelk) 14 • ' 
Antonio Bertoldi Vico Belle Donne* a Chiaja 14'*'* 

Reading Rooms. 

>..;..-•.' •:/. .-vi _/ -..••..•■•.: ■ , '.,.:;.; 

British Library Riviera di Chiaja 267 
Giuseppe Tempestoni S. Biigida 56 
Ikicheih Perd Strada S« Giacomo 19. 
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NEAPOLITAN MONIES, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 

Monies 

Grano • • . • • Copper. Coin 

Carlino Silver or 10 grains 

Ducat » iO CarUn 

Piastre • • • « • » ^ 12 >» 

Oncia . • . . . gold 3 Dacats 

JFeigjkts 

Gantaro • • • • or 100 rotda 

Rotolo • • « • • 33 7s ofnnces 

Pound 12 « 

Ounce • • • • • 10 drachms 

' Drachm • * • . • 3 trapp^rg 

Bottd or hogshead • • 11 , hari^a 

Barrel • • • • . 60 earaffes 

2 Botti • • • « • • 1 carro 

Tun ••••-•• 11 cantars^ 40 rotola 

or 25 Tomola 

Measures 

Canna • ^ • • • • 8 palmi 

Palmo • .' ; • • , • • 9 ii^cheis 

SatW . ; • • • t • 10 starji 

or 165 y. rotola 

VALUE OF FOREIGN MONIES AT NAPLES 

Gold 

Ihicats Graiacs 

Louis d'or ••..•••• . 5 35 

Napoleon ••••••••• 4 53 

Venetian Sequin 2 72 

Roman y» •.•••••• 2 65 

Cremnitz ».,•••••. 2 64 
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Imperial . ? • ... . . ^ . . 2 63 

Lisbonina 10 23 

Doppia of Genoa £.96 4 !. . • • 17 92 

« . Rome ^iiice 1777 .... 3 87 

» . Piedmont. .* « • • • • 6 41 

• . Parma • .. • • 4 06 

• . Spain 18 42 

Durillo . .. y. .. •. • . • • . • 1 13 

Francescone of Tuscany . ♦ . . D. 1 27 

Scudo of Rome • » 1 22 

tiCn de France (old. coin) ...;•' ^ 1 34* 

5 franc piece .. . 1 15 

Spanish ^dollar • 1 25 

Scudo of Milan • . 1 04 ^ 

» of Brabant 1 31 

Imperial Thaler and of Maria Teresa. . 1 18 
Yenttian Ducat ....-....• 95 

) , • n il I n il II' ' • 

HAGKNET COACIffiS, CABRIOLETS btc. 

* These kinds of eooveyandei, amounting to about 788 
are all numbered; their standi that'oC the qabriolietsAnd 
c^adinea, is at the following places) ' .'-^ 

Carmine,. Gai^bonara , Capuana (without the gate ) 
Capodimonte (strada nuova) Castello , Cappella / G^di! , 
Maria , Mandracchio, Mannesi , Mater Dei , Medina, Mer« 
cato, Montecalvario, Montesanto, Pietra del Pesce, Pigne, 
S. Maria degli Angeli a Pizzofalcone , S. Teresa , S. Paolo, 
S. Pasquale , Sanita , Spirito Santo , Studii , Tribunal! , 
Vittoria , Piedigrotta. 

The number of citadines is 71 including seven that 
are dose carriages ; of the cabriolets 491. 
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. Fares by the hour 

Gdrriage witt two horses 'first iKwr. .•;G/!.^« 49 

the following hours each • « .i « • « 23 

Cahriolets, the first hour. . . . ^ . • 24 

the other .hours, each . . .: • • • » 18 

Citadioes -the first hour • . • • • » 30 

the following hours each- • » 22 

Gitadines, during the night, first hour • » 40 

the following hours, e&ch «••••» 30 

, 27ie. Cmrse 'i ^ 

Carriage with two .horaes > • • ^ • • • » 20 

Cabriolets. .- • . • • » 12 

Gitadines .. .. • . • • • .(» 15 

th^ Night. citadineS' ••.... u • » » 20 

Excepting. thwGitadiniss, the price of 'other: carriages 
is doui)le after, midnight ^ the course .candot exoeed half 
an hour, and is limited to the interior of the town. The 
hour when commenced 4r pwd «s when completed. The 
limits of the town for carriages are : the parish of Gapo- 
dimonte.'^ thi^ 'pixdti^ddlia Maiddalena ^arndTorCaAfindva, the 
militaiy column at Ponti ross^ , S. Efrem vecchio, S. Geu- 
baro:'dei>'pB0(v)2tri|riGrotta deUe salaccbe , FonliaheUe ^ Largo 
Petreml^iOappella ,ioGohfalobe , Salita Gacoibtoli, . Salita 
Mortelle, Scrada S. Maria .'in Portico 'al iboviziatQ, S. Gen? 
paro al Yotnerb, /Sepolera di Yif^iUo'^ Pal^azo Morra a 
J^fergeUiaai! ' .J ^n\: j •-. <^ '..•.-. 



1. 1 
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CATALOGUE 

OF THE MOST CELEBRATED NEAPOLITAN PAINTERS 
NAMED IN THIS WORK 



Birth Death 

1230 Tommaso de Stefani 1300 

.... Maestro Simone 1346 

1320 Colantonio del Fiore 1370 

1382 Lo Zingaro (Antonio Solano) 14f)5 

1447 Antoniello da Messina 1496 

.... Pietro and Ippollto brothers Donzello 1470 

1430 Bernardo Tesauro 1480 

1480 Andrea da Salerno (Sabatini) 1545 

1495 Polidoro da Garavaggio 1543 

1488 Gio. Franc. Penni detto il Fattore 1523 

1430 Simone Papa 1488 

1475 Gio. Antonio Amato 1555 

1508 Giau Bernardo Lama 1597 

1544 Scipione da Gaeta 1582 

1568 Cavalier d' Arpino 1640 

. • • • Giovanni Borghese 1630 

1530 Gio. Antonio d' Amato 1600 

1588 Belisario Gorenzio 1643 

.... Gio. Battista Garacciolo 1641 

1593 Giuseppe Ribera 1656 

1598 Andrea Vaccaro 1670 

1632 Luca Giordano 1705 

1662 Paolo de Matteis 1728 

1657 Francesco Solimena 1747 

.... Francesco da Mnra 1745 

1705 Giuseppe Bonito 1709 
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1 

1 



1 S.Pntifo 

2 Materdei 

'1 Lh Cesarea 

4 fi^#>sn p Maria 

I •> Mfinfpsnufo 

ti Ptn-ffi Medina 

7 (\mfTHd.'4 di hiiitevorvii 

'^ Tarsia 




3f yrARTIKRE LpEL AIERCATO 
2 S. Eli^o 

4 li C.armbwUn 

T) Montana d'ETii-ojirt 

^ (>ni«tiere ili (WfljTeria 

/ .S. Maina di Loiefo 

fi 11 L a vinrt jo 

t* S.Pif'&D ad Aram 
W L' AimTmciata 
JI Fofif. Aiunmciafa 
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Accademia delle Belle 

Arti.- .... .pag. 64 

Acqua Santa. . * . „ 1 

^ sulfurea. . . „ 49 

" — — ferrata. . . . „ do. 

Alba Fucensis. . . ^, 24 

Alba „ 3 

Albano „ do. 

Albergo de'Poveri. „ 74 

Amalfi* , „ 159 

Acqueducts of Naples „ 75 

Pome Rossi . . „ do. 

Aqueduct of Claudius,, 2 

delPacqua Julia j, do. 

Marcia . * . „ do. 

■ Tepola. ... „ do. 

Ariccia. •♦.... „ 4 

Arpino „ 23 

Arsenale ...... „ 46 

Astura ,, 9 

Aversa ,, 16 

Bai« ,,132 

Bank of the court . „ 114 

Spirito Santo „ 58 

delle due Sicilie „ 92 

Bankers (English and 

American atNaples),, 179 

Bovillae „ 2 



ne 



P^g' 



Camaldoli . . . 
Campo Stinto . 
Capo di Monte 

Caprii 

Castellamare . * 
Cathedral (the) 
Capua . ; . • « 
Caserta. . ^ . . 
Castel del Carm 
— — Capuano. 
-'^— Nuovo; . 
-*— — Sant'Ermo, 

deir Uovo 

Catacombs . ; . 
Cava ( La ) . . 
Certosa ( La ) . 
Chiaja (Bridge of) „ 
Chronology of the kings 

of Naples . . „ 

-— of theTwo Sicilies,, 

■ of the Viceroys ,, 

Church dellaCarminella,, 

delFAvvocata „ 

■* Gesii Nuovo. „ 
' Gesii Vecchio ,, 

II Rosario del 

Palazzo ... „ 

" '-' ■ Incoronata. . „ 
24 



63 

81 
78 

166 

do. 
94 
14 

162 
87 
80 
44 
60 
49 
72 

158 
60 
48 

37 

38 

39 

88 

102 

109 

115 

49 
113 
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GhurcliLaNanziatellapag. 4S 

■ Madonna del Sa- 
cramento* . „ 63 
Mad/dellaPieti,, -doi 

Monte Calvario „ 59 

Monte Ulivelo „ 111 

—— Monte Santo . „ 63 

Ospedalctl^ .' S/'ill7 

Pietade'Turchini,, do. 

— — Santo Agnello „ lOflL. 

- S. Agostino . „ 71 
■ ■ S. Agostino della 

Zecca, ... ^ p9 . 
— !^ S.AngeloaNilo,, 115 
— S.AntonioAbate,, 81 



i^; Santi ApostoU jj 

^ S. Bernardo. ,, 

r- S. Brigida • „ 

-4 S. Caterina For- 

. niello. . . .~\ „■ 

■ / ' S.Carlb alle Mor- 

telle . . . , yf 

■ Santa Ghiara ,, 

■ > ' ■ S.DomenIco Mag- 

, giore .... . ^, 

■ [ t' S.Dom.** Soriano,, 
— — — S. Eligio • • V 
T-S.EphraimNuovo,, 

■ — Convent,, 
— S. Ferdinando ,, 

;- S.FilippoNeri „ 

— ^ S. Francesco di 

!^/ Paola. ., . . „ 

''. S« Gennaro, e^tra 

mcenia • • « ,, 
S. Giacomo . „ 

■ S. Griacomo della 

Marca ... ,,. 

■ S.GianBattista „ 



83 
71 
47 

8^ 

. 57 
409. 

107 
62 
88 
63 
75 
47 

104 

71 
114 

J12 



^ !Pti*ftH S. Giorgio pag. 92 
• — ^ S. Giorgio de'Ge- 
,^ ^^,^ jpoyesi ... „ 113 
• — -^ S. Gib va nni a Car- 

bonara • • • „ 82 
' ' ■ '' ■' S.Giovan de'Fio- 

,., rcntmi ..... „ 113 

U4J S. ftlii^p^^Mag. 

giore .... „ 112 
niTTT^.-S-. Giuseppe de' 

Ruffi .... „ 98 
— ^ S.. Giuseppe d^' . ;- 5 - : 
' Is Nudi. ... ^i .63 
" S. GregoriOj.or S. c- 

Liguori. . • ,,,,103 

• S. Lorenzo, • ai dc. 

■' ; ' S. M a reel lino ,^ 94 
-| — — S. Maria deUa 

Provvidenza „ *i9 
— S.M,*^ del PiantQ „ 81 
T S.Maria della Sa- , c . 

niia. . . . . , '-^^ 
— — S. Maria 4egli 

Angeli . . . „ 
S. Maria del Por- 
tico. . 



71 
74 

56 
■SO 



- S. Maria della 

Stolla. ... ,, 

- S. Maria Donna . 

Boniita ... ,, 115 

- S.Maria diLoreto,, 88 
-, S. Maria Pie di : ' 

; ( grotta. ... ,, 56 
^ S. Maria Cappel- 

la Veccbia ^ „ - 50 

- S. Maria, 4eUa . 
Speranza .i.f ,, ^ 

- S. JMavia'ilella 

Concordia . ,, dOb 
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^■ ^ ' ,. ■ S.v Mariai della 

a : ^ f . ,r, ■ Sal vakione * 1 ,-, — 40i 

v\. *— r-^Si'Marii di Co-^— ■ 



f 



u^^ Grafcie . . • „ 



S. Maria del^ 
Gra*ie» » • y, » 99 

CM.f ,, Be^.:,vi -",v-d7i 
■i /f'I ,1! S«'Mai*ia IB' 'Go**f ■':?''. S 
n ., mediii 5«i ,. jV 92 
o-^^ — rr SJMJariadelGesu^, 98 
S.M**ddk.Pi^ta„- 83 
'SiM«ri»laWwv»„HHb2 > 
— —oS. Maria A^ C6^. 'K; , 
!n ,5 kao^;-. .V „ 104 

'^ . S. M»* Maggiok„-*4ei ' 

Wi — rf S. Maria del Car* /' 

S- Mum delle • 

SiJMiariadelPftrto,,- -55 

'>'nt— ?, S*^^ Maria degli 
8'*r ,. Angeli. .... y, . 48 
>^;^ & Maria delia ' 
?' .c Sapienaa . * ,^ 101 
S-^*^^ e§--MAm'Madda-^ '^- f 
t^- ^P lena de' Paz«fci ,, iOS 

^^SMai^daEgisiiacA,;^^-46 ^ 

j&4— *.S.MarkEgirf4ca„ 89 
'^4— T, S^.Mai'tika- • ^ '- , p-fiO 

— cB4MittP'BO#«ela'^^' -a^'^^^^^ 
? ,, Ghiafa(]r,Hvx „ 57 
** ► S.t JKaolo. * . * . cr^p<i(;^ 



Ghui^ph^antaP^tri^ pag. ?99 

^U^S.PietroaMajella,, 11)8 

— r*- S<PietroadAratQ>y 91 

\ — ^ S. PoUta* . v v> *2 

]l^ ' ■" S.SpiriWaMome * » - 

^ r l^ergine* /. ,7 92 

* — p^ Spirito Samd' vr 5^ 

^" 'f S. SeviritiOi ^^ 

_• . SosAib;-;'; .' „ 

'z^ — -r S* Tew«aiGap5"* 

*' i di Mantei i „ 

j^— &Tef ea*^e' Gais. - 

^^■r < melitaiii S<6altf,> 

i-i— ^ Trioita <ie' PelJe^ 

i- » Triiilta d^UeMo- 

Cisterna > . ; . . . ' „ 
GoUege Military .^ . „ 

^ >Ghfae«e . ; ."^ „ 

— ^S.GkriodleMor- 

■ lettcf V • > . >,, 

— --• S^^QioVaiini a Gir- 

* '• bonaiid . V / ^^ 

■•- — ^ of Music * . ; ,; 
; * " » ' del Salvatore „ 

Gbnfralei-iiita di Saiito 

■^ Ivofte.\ ^. %; 

GOnsfertatorio di Mu- 
oica • ' « ■ » ' » 

jdori^* . *. . . , , 

XJosta di Ppttfei; 

-- — i Hii' BrizJiKtioK 

Cuma .%%^%%'; 

pilig(^'ifi^Tbet^a] 






93 

71 

56 

39 

-60 

6 

48 

71 

57 

82 
108 
115 

^^ 
■■-$ 
187 
119 
129 
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Frosinone • • •'** •?&§• 21 

Gaeta „ 12 

Galloro ,, 5 

Garigliano ,, 13 

Giardiao Reale* • • ,, 51 

■■■ . di Capo diHoad,, 78 

•— — Botanico. . . „ 74 

Grotu de' Funari . ,, 50 

■■■■ PlatoiQonie. • „ do. 

di Pozzuoli • yy 55 

*. ■ ' ■ di Sejano . . „ 54 
Hackney Coaches etc. 

at Naples. . . „ 171 
Herculaneum. • • • ,, 139 
Hospital jof the Fate be- 
ne fratelli • ,, 85 
' ■ ■ of the Incurabili,, 99 
— — della Cesarea „ 63 
^ — di.S. Eligio. „ 88 
I ■ di S. Francesco 

for prisoners ,, 81 

^« — della Vstfie, . „ 85 
— — de^ Pellegrini y of 

Pilgrims . • „ 59 

•—.I — Militare ^ p • „ 74 

>^ — di Pi6 di Grotto „ 56 

■ del Sagramento,, 62 

.,T— . della Triniia „ 60 

Hotels at Naples 174 a 176 

Jschia^ • ^. • • .*. • • yy 167 

Itri. . . .. .. •....„ 11 

Journey of Horace „ 17 
. — r— to Naples by Ter-T 

rac^na ....... 1 

p toNaplesbyMpn- 

te Cassino • ,, 21 

Jjake of Fucine • • ,, 24 

, >. ; ■■ Agnano • • • ,, 120 

>-iP— ^ LqcriQe . . ... „ Ijip 



Landing at Naples.pag. 174 

Library of the Mu- 

seam • • • • „ 64 
— — S^Angelo a Nilo,, 115 

— deir Universita „ 116 
Maddalena (ponte di) ,, 88 

Massa ,, 157 

Mesa» „ ^ 

Military School . . „ 83 
Mineral Waters . . „ 120 

MisenuDi ,, 132 

Mola di Gaeto. . . „ 11 
Monte de'Poveri. . „ 85 
-^ — di Pieta ... „ 92 
— — -dellaMisericordia,, 104 
Monte Cassino ( Ab- 
bey of ) . . „ 21 

— . — Circello. • • „ 9 
Museo Borbonico . ,, 64 
Naples (Geography of),, 27 

— (Division of). „ 41 
'^^.— (History of). „ ' 30 
" Moins , weights 

and measures „ 180 
Nisida ....... „ 168 

Nocera „ 158 

Observatpry .... „ 78 
Painters Neapoliton „ 183 
Palace Reale. . t » „ 42 
I of the Prince of 

Salerno. . . „ 64 
I delle Finanze „ 47 

4e' Tribunali „ 80 

— ? — thqArchbishop's,, 97 

Capo di Monte „ 78 

Passport^ «it Naples „ 177 
Plautius Jliateranus (Ho- 

u^of). • t „ I 
Piperpo , . ^ , ♦ . „ 6 
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PIzzofalcone till . .pag. 47 

Poestum ,, 159 

Poggioreale „ 80 

Pompei ,j 142 

Ponte della Maddalena,, 88 

Poati Rossi „ 75 

Pontine marshes • . „ 6 
Porta Asinaria* • • ,9 1 

S.Giovanni • „ 1 

^ Capuana(Naples)„ 80 

Portici ,,137 

Porto d' Anzo . . . „ 9 
Post office at Naples „ 178 

Pozzuoli „ 121 

Printing office (Royal) „ 49 

Procida ,,167 

QuanieredeirAvvocata,, 62 

della Stella . „ 64 

della Vicaria „ 80 

■■ del Mercato . „ 86 

> " del Pennine . „ 91 

■ di Ghiaja • • „ 48 
— — di Porto ... „ 114 

■ Monte Calvario „ 58 
S.Carlo air Arena,, 74 

■ S. Ferdinando yy 41 

■ S. Giuseppe. „ 106 

■ ■■ ' S. Lorenzo . ,, 94 
Rail road (Neapolitan) „ 173 
ReadingRoomsatNaples,, 179 
Roma Yecchia • • . ,, 2 

S. Agata yy 14 

Salerno „ 158 

3ebeto river .... „ 88 
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Sessa pag. 13 

Sezze „ 6 

S. Germano • • • • ,, 23 

Solfatara ,,120 

Sorrent „ 157 

Steam Navigation 169 170 
Temples of Apollo Se- 

rapis . • • • „ 96 

■ of Fortune Mu- 

liebris • • • „ 2 

Terracina „ 9 

Theatres de'Fiorentini,, 113 
— Fondo. ... „ 59 

Nuovo . • • • „ do. 

S. Carlino. . „ 114 

■ S. Carlo ... „ 44 

S. Ferdinand „ 81 

Tombs of Cicero . „ 11 
— — of Pompey. • „ 3 

of 'Virgil . . „ 55 

Torre di Mezza Via. „ 2 

Tre Ponti . . „ 6 

deliVEpitaffio. „ 10 

del Greco . . „ 156 

University „ 115 

Valmontone .... „ 21 

Velletri „ 5 

Vesuvius „ 29 

(eruptions of) „ do. 

- ascent to. . . yy 138 

Via Appia „ 10 

Vico ,,157 

Villa Reale. „ 51 

Zecca or Mint. • • „ 92 
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SI CI it 



jPhis island, the largest pf the Mediterraneaii, is 
situated between the 86* 39* and 3&» 14' North latitude, 
the 29^ 59' and SS"" 21 Eastern longitude. It is about 200 
miles l6ng, 136 broad, and '735^ in circumferenoe ^ the* 
population nearly two millions. 

Owing to its ' triangular shape it wis , at a remote 
period, called Trinacria. The eastern ride which may be 
ccmsidered the base of the triangle , is comprixed between 
Gape Pelorum , now Capo del Faro, and Cape Puchjrnmsy 
Capo Passaro , while the other sides unite at- the pro* 
motttory of lilyboeum ^ Capo di Bovo. It is divided inta 
the three provinces of Val Demone, Val A\ Koto , and 
Val di Mazsara, subdivided - of kte years itit6 the Inten- 
denze of Messina, Catania, Noto, Palermo, Trapani; Cal** 
tanisetta and Girgenti. It is called by Homer tli^ land oi 
the sun , the isle of the Cyclops; tWe eariiest inhabitants 
were probably the Lasstrigones , a race of Pefas^c origin 
from Epirus, who mingled with the Sicani vvh^i flyings 
before the Liguii they settled in the island, proclaimed the 
worship Liof Ceres , and gave it the name of Sicania^ The 
Siculiy a people of Cam pania, having beeii expelled froiik 
their country by theOpkn and £timscans,> crossed the strait 
of Charybdia under the guidance of 8iculus , their chief y 
founded Zanole, spread over oifaer territories, and havings 
acquired the principal dominion ,> the islamd was called 
Sicilia. The Fhce^iants,' attracted by the fertility of the 
soil and the advanta>ges it. offered -to trade, tflso fon^d 
e^biishm^its. In the heroic times jiristeus, skilled in agri'« 
culture and the govemefpent df flpcks, introduced the means 
of collecting honey« Hercules taught the use of thermal 
wadtort y instituted ^ fesfivals apid iiew rites , and. abolished 
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human sacrifices; Bfida^syQmBQ from Crete where he 
had assisted the lov^ df- Vgsipme "i taaded ia Sicily and 
being favorably received by Cocalus , the chief of the 
Sicanians, inspired the people with a love for sculpture and 
architecture , built the temple of Venus , and according 
to Pausanias , a work of his chisel existed at On face. 
Minos, at the head of a powerful fleet, attempted the con- 
quest of the island, but his ships were burnt and he himself 
put, to death in 'a bath by.Co^ialus, the SicaniaBf chief. 

lAt the period of th^ war of Troy sgrne, coloui^ itf- 
Ehoc»ami;amd. Trojans iSetiled vlK jAljb^eUm* The arrival 
of ih^ Greffe icolo»ics on* the eastern shares of the islahd 
may be fixed at the I year, of the XI Olympiad ; it waa 
tbaEi) .ace;onHi^>tO/Strabp, jtbat the Eubasans Ibund^d Naxos 
where they i'aised a statue to A^^ojilo , and theCoripthians^ 
Syracuse, in the third year of the XII Olympiad the JN^a^dans 
founded d^Xjeamp Although torn by internal discords the 
new colonies continued ta flourish during succeeding age6> 
and Syriacuse ^att^iined to ^uch a degree oi fame and power 
that it be/6ai}ie ithiS capital t£ Bieily« Agrigentnm, Segestes 
and SeliiivnUuin were embellislted' with teoi{Jes and iworks 
ef art* ' . f . / . : , . 

After tile aedond : Athenianl war in. the XGI Olympiad^ 
416 years before > Christ , the 'Carthaginians invaded tbe 
island and held it under .their donu^ioii till they were 
compelled tQ yield to.: ihd fortunes iof Rokne*', 1 

Tine tnosft celebrated: cilies of aiicient! Sicily were Sy-* 
recuse > Messanaj w Ziandb ^uLooiif i^m;, .Lilybaeum , Getay 
Agrigebtum^ Dreplinpiav M^aira and Enna, 

This |[^eek)<;ol)(mi«S!iiAtj(iQduioed latdt the idand a love 
Cor poetry and the 6oe arftsi : SferaSchoruiif of Imera , a 
distin^iished^poet^iflQurished about six hD^nd^d: years before 
the Ghrisliaii <eira>, a! temple \was kreie&ed to his knemory 
in his native town. Diouysiusthe^^yriaiit of .Syracuse and 
Empedooles were tragic. poeta,jEpi9harmii8i intt*oduced cor 
Hiedy into.Syraoose about four centuriea. before Christ^ 
Theooritiis,' the father, of > pastoral poetry^ wa^ also a. native 
6t Syracuse.' ;;'.-..,. ^. . 

Aniong the distingmabediiphilosopb^ra of Sicily^ Empo^ 
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A6de4 seetol to iiaW'lidld iSie 'firit raiik; his writhigs have 
fceen extoljed^ by Lncretipsrlind his /virtoes wei^ of such 
ft cast that liis CountrymeiL repeatedly offelred to liaise hiiti 
to suprerafe power. Whil^ prosecuting his researches on 
Etna he accidentally fell into the crater, and thus met with 
jiki untlniely death. Diodorus Siciilus composed an uni- 
^crial hflstory m forty parts ; and tralvdled through the 
countries which he has described, Archimedek ^ the cele^ 
l)rated geometer , also belonged to Syracuse ; by means of 
Xlffensiye and defensive engine^ of his invention he baffled , 
•during three yeats, the efforts of the Ronian airmies com* 
manded By Mareellus ; some ' of these engines called cata^ 
jpiwhs threw istohes of immense weight , others balistjae and 
showers of darts to a considerable distance *, the storming 
Irf die' town from the sea was attended with serious diffi- 
icullies; j^onpddrous beams, 'containmg large h(^6ks, grappled 
ihfe prows of the Bomian gal}ies, and dashed them to pieces 
ff^aiinst thei rocks. When the Romans had siicceeded at last 
in taking the city Archimede-s was killed , although Mai^ 
«dluj|s tad: glVen oi*ders to respect his life; Thus fell Sy* 
iraduse ih the CXLH Olympiad, 212 years liefore Christ, 
«ntd with the capital , the glory and power of Sicily, 
-"'* lii the mSdst of these disasters Agrigentum continued 
to resist the Roman arms and was successful in an enga- 
^getnbtit with Mareellus ,' but was subsequently compelled 
to yiteld', the principal citizens' were piit to death , the 
people sold as slaves, and the objects of greatest value sent 
to Rofaie. Other cities submitted to the yoke and the con- 
quest of the whole island was completed. • 

: Syraeuse then becatne the chief town of a Roman pro- 
vince, and like Lilybaenm, was governed by ai p'r^tor and 
a qtia^or; to each city wras named a senate compbsed of 
ItwO, five or ten Magistrates ; some called of /^i^m,' others 
of free conditioriy some having the rights of citizenships 
'bUiers 'allies^ dehominations to which varibus honours 
and privileges were attached. 

It would be superfluous to toter into the details of 
the servile wars , or of the excesses and depredati6ns ' of 
'Terres vrho w)s punished by tte Ronianf by mean^ of th^ 
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eloquenoe^f C&^er6 , but we aniuflt not bmit tnentkodn^ 
that the Messinese^ wishing, ta preserve somie ^^vilege im 
aregard to^ the Roman aokUergr, were answered by Pompey 
Trill j-ou neuer: cease to allege privileges to us who 
^vemt die swdrdl 

These slight details suffice to show the abject state 
imo which Sicily had fallen to rise nO Bibre» Lei us tarn 
to the ninth centary of the Christian era wh^i Euphemins 
proposed to the Saracens the oonqnest of Sicily, as that 
space of time is absorbed in the greatness of Roman history, 
^nd presents only a long series of ^^tastirophes and degra^ 
Nation to the island , but in the midst of aU these caW. 
Inities great men occasionally arose to illusbrate their couor 
try by the power of their genius. i .. 

The period on which we shall not dwell irthat of 
Caesar and Octavian and. that of the Vandals y the most 
luminous fact which Sicily presents at that i epoek • is the 
introduction of Cbristianity« After the Yandals came the 
Goths, and the officers of the Greek empire, when. the 
Saracens met with more or less resistance in dieir inva^ 
sions of Sicily. Syracuse, preserving some ,raj^ of ancient 
greatness, sustained for several years a kind of siege, whem 
the city was stormed, and most of her distinguished citi- 
zens perished. 

In the IX century the Arabian empire consolidated 
itself in Sicily. In the X a navial battle took place between 
the Arabians and Greeks to the disadvantage of the former i, 
but in another battle, in the waters of Melazso, the Giseki 
were put to flight. 

The contests between the Saracen commanders in the 
island lasted throughout this centuiy, and at the beginning of 
the XI the country was a prey to the discords of these 
powerful chiefs , discords which facilitated the conquest of 
a hardy and daring people. 

About 1038 Giorgio Maniaces , the general of the 
Greek emperor, called in the Normans who became masters 
of Messina and obtained early advantages*, through the aid 
of that valorous people, they gained a signal victory over 
the Saracens near Rometta., when many places jrelamed 
under the Greek dominion. 
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The Arabs received fresh snccours from Africa and 
tlie intrepid Maoiaces gained another complete victory, but 
by the assassination of their captain, the Greeks gradually 
lost all the advantages they had gained, and the Saracens 
conquered the -whole islana. 

About the middle of the XI century the Normans, 
settled in Calabria , invaded Sicily under the orders of 
Ruggiero; few in number, their attack on Messina failed; 
having received reinforcements under Robert Guiscard, the 
brother of Ruggiero, a second attack proved successful and 
Messina v^as given up to pillage , but a third part of the 
booty was reserved for the reestablishment of churches; 
another victory was gained at CastrogioVanui and after nu- 
merous vicissitudes Ruggiero succeeded in establishing his 
power in Sicily in 1050; judging that he was necessary 
for the aggrandizement of the church he was named by 
Pope Urban II hereditary Legat^ Apostolic in Sicily. 

It is a matter of surprize that in the vicissitudes 
of war and of events Ruggiero and his Norman successors 
should^ have been able to protect the sciences and arts. 
He ordered Malinterra to write the history of his con- 
quest, recompensed Ezzeriph the Arabian geographer, 
and compiled himself the history of the five patriarchal 
thrones. A clock was by his orders placed in the palace 
at Palermo, and a terrestrial globe was made of silver, Pierre 
de Blois and Gauthier OSamilio were sent for from France 
and England to direct the education of his sons. The art 
of making silk was introduced into Europe by this prince. 
Architecture and mosaic flourished; amongst the Norman 
works distinguished by their magnificence Uie Cathedral of 
Morreale occupies the first place. The great count Ruggiero 
died in 1101 ; in 1130 another Ruggiero assumed the title 
of king and was crowned at Palermo. 

The Greek emperors, jealous of these new conquerors, 
tried in vain to reduce them; the king took possession 
of Puglia and several Italian towns , and added many 
places in Greece to his dominions. 

The reign of \Villiam I was filled with adverse events. 
Frederick Barbarossa , considering the Norman rule as 
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dn usarpation, endeayonred to expel that people from tbe 
island* The Holy see no longer acknowledged his power 
and declared war. Agostino , the chancellor of William , 
did great damage to the provinces of the chnrch and the 
Pope absolved the king's subjects from their fidelity. 

The holy see declined the king's proposals for an 
amicable arrangement ; the Emperor of Constantinople sent 
a powerful fleet to operate against Sicily which met with 
a signal defeat when the king y at the head of an anBy, 
proceeded to Beneventum where peace was signed with tne 
Pope and fresh victories were gained over the Greeks. By 
some this sovereign has been called the great y by others 
the bad» 

His successor , William the good , refused a matri- 
monial union with the royal family of Constantinople and 
married a daughter of the king of England. He had the 
glory of settling the differences that existed between Pope 
Paul III and Frederick I , and prepared an armament 
against the Greek empire, then occupied by an usurper, 
who sued for and obtained peace. He married his aunt 
Constantia to Henry , the son of the emperor Frederick , 
and soon after died. By his will, and by the marriage con- 
tract , he transferred his rights to the Sicilian throne to 
Constantia and to her husband the German prince. 

The nation, however, proclaimed and crowned king 
in Palermo, Tancred, Count of Lecce , the natural son of 
Buggiero, but division existed among the Normans and in 
Puglia the count of Andria took the part of Henry, whose 
rights he sustained at the head of a numerous army 
which was beaten, and the count d' Andria slain ^ the em- 
peror Henry invaded Italy , Tancred opposed his progress, 
obtained some advantages but being compelled to return 
to Sicily he died in 1194) leaving the crown to his son 
William. 

The emperor Henry VI, a man of strong and deter- 
mined character, subjugated by means of the Genoese and 
Pisan fleets, many places in Calabria, and took possession 
of Catania , Syracuse and Palermo where he and his wife 
Constantia were crowned. The young king William, who 
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possessed a part of the islands was betrayed, imprisoned, 
and sent yrith his family to Germany ; the reign of Henry 
was short and stained with many foul deeds* 

His son and successor Frederick H being a minor, the 
regency was entrusted to Constantia, his mother, a Sicilian 
by birth , and by her transferred to the Roman Pontiff In- 
nocent ni, but Marcovaldo de Tellendin , one of the fo« 
reigners who had been expelled by Gonstantia, aspired to 
the regency, placed himself at the head of an army which 
was destroyed in the plains between Palermo and Morreale. 
Marcovaldo continued the war and united the greatest part 
of Sicily under his orders. Frederick II at his majority 
repaired to Germany where he had to encounter wars and 
various vicissitudes which he succeeded in overcoming. 

It is observed by de Gregorio, a celebrated Sicilian 
vmter , that if it be true that the exterior of the person 
announces greatness of mind , this was clearly exhibited 
in the family of Frederick II. This prince was bold and 
frank, of great palour and knowledge, of an amiable 
disposition , skilled in greek, latin, german, french and 
arable. An Italian in his soul he was splendid, generous 
and full of courtesy. Among his other endowments he 
possessed, as far as the times permitted , a knowledge of 
ornithology; he cultivated and encouraged science, public 
schools and literary men abounded, and a new translation 
of Aristotle appeared under his mgn. His natural son 
Manfredi was learned in philosophy, though taken up with 
the cares of govemement during the minority of Gonra- 
dino, and in his absence from Sicily, he made several ver- 
sions of the classics. In those days many Sicilians shone 
in the career of letters , and added lustre to the Italian 
language. 

Manfredi, an intrepid and magnanimous soldier, strug- 
gled heroically against his adverse destiny ^ struck by the 
thunders of the Vatican , oppressed by the anatnema 
launched against him by Pope Innocent, in vain he fought 
against the french arms with the courage of despair; 
betrayed, abandoned by his troops in the conflict, he fell 
in the plains of Beneventum. 
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Charles d' Anjou the brother of Louis IX king of 
France, through the intrigues of his wife who aspired to 
a crown , received from tne Pope the investiture of the 
kingdom of Naples. Gonradino, a valiant youth, supported 
his legitimate rights to the throne at the head of a nu- 
merous army , was defeated and on being given up to 
Charles d' Anjou was beheaded at Naples. 

Freed from his competitors Charles enjoyed the fruits 
of his victory, but his measures in Sicily so exasperated 
the people th^t a conspiracy was formed by Giovanni da 
Procida , and at the Sicilian Fespers the french inhabi- 
tants of the island were put to death \ the attempts of 
Charles to regain possession of the country proved fruitless. 

To the Anjou princes succeeded Alfonso of Arragona*, 
the A rragonese dynasty was supplanted by that of Spain, 
and the whole kingdom submitted to Charles V. 

At the extinction of the Austro-Spanish dynasty, 
the house of Bourbon ascended the throne which it still 
occupies. 

Fei*dinand II the present king has abolished the feudal 
system in SiciJy, the public works have been extended, 
roads opened throughout the island , the remains of anti« 
quity preserved, the arts and manufactures improved, the 
lands divided and a wide field is opened to agriculture. 

The climate is mild and healthy; the scirocco winds 
render the heat oppressive in the summer months , but 
they last only a few hours , generally from 12 till 3; the 
soil, extremely fertile, is covered with an almost perennial 
verdure. 

The Sicilians are a perspicacious people, addicted to 
the arts and sciences*, the amenity and mildness of the 
climate renders them of buoyant spirits, and inclines them 
to music , poetry and theatrical representations. In the 
magnificence displayed in churches , palaces and public 
works , they are not unworthy of their ancestors ; pious 
and humane they have erected, even in the smallest cities, 
at their private expense, asylums for orphans, hospitals, 
hospices for the poor, and establishments of public in- 
structiout 
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MESSINA (1) 



At the entrance of the straits two rocks , not far jf f ^t^- 
distant from the Sicilian shore , were in ancient times the 
theme of poets who were unable to explain the causes of 
great and memorable phenomena, Scylia is on the Cala^ 
brian, Charybdis on the Messina coast. In tempestuous 
weather the waves dash violently against Scylla, and the 
noise produced in the caverns at its base , resembles the 
howl of the dog or of birds of prey. The plains and hills 
running along the shore are covered with corn fields , 
gardens, vineyards, and olive trees. On the Galabrian coast 
the ebbing and flowing of the tide occurs four times in 
twenty four hours: at midnight, break of day, midday 
and sunset. At times the Fala Morgana is visible in the 
straits ; on casting the eye over the shores of Calabria and 
JSicily , the sea seems to disappear and the whole channel 
to be filled with towns , mountains , plains , villages and 
men, producing an effect similar to the lands of clouds and 
£bgs observed by Cook and La Peyrouse in the Pacific 
Ocean. The port is closed by an arm of primitive formation 
surmounted on the left by a citadel, built in 1680 by the 
german engineer Norimberg, by a lazzaretto, a light house^ 
and the circular fort del Sahatore. 

This arm, situated to the north east, constitutes the 
port of Messina. To the right entrance a line of buildings 
extends the length of a mile. It is flanked to the nortn 
by a fort called the porta reale , to the south by the 
porto franco built on the remains of the royal palace 
which was commenced by the viceroy don Garzia di 
Toledo. 

Messina, one of the most ancient cities pf this country, 
was named in very remote times Zancle , Orion, Saturnia. 
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According to Thucidides and Paosanias it was dnce inha^ 
bited by the pirates of Camas y a greek colony near tbe 
present Naples. Diodorus relates that after the Pelopone- 
sian war in the LXXXIV Olympiad, 402 years B. C, some 
M essenians led by Anaxilas occupied Zancle and called 
it Messane. 

Messina, situated at SS"" 17 latitude and 33"* 33 long« 
contains about 84000 souls ; before the discovery of the 
Cape of Good Hope it was the emporium of the produce 
of India* Since the violent earthquakes of 1783 it has risen 
from its ruins ] the streets are wide, well paved, straight 
and decorated with fine buildings. 

The fountain of Neptune situated on the Quay, was 
built by Montorsoli a florentine; the base of the large 
octagon is supported by steps. In the centre stands a pi- 
laster with four sea horses at the angles, and two large 
masks on the sides from which the water issues ^ the 
pilaster is surmounted by a colossal statue of Neptune 
holding the trident in his left hand, while the right is 
stretched out as if in the act of appeasing the waves, an 
image taken from Yirgil*, th^ sea monsters Scylla and 
Charybdis are bound in chains to two smaller pedestals. 

Near this monument are the bronze statues of Char- 
les III and of Francis I , and on entering the town there is 
another of don John of Austria , raised in memory of his 
landing at Messina after the defeat of the Turks at Le« 
panto ; they are by the sculptor Calamech. 

Churches <^^ o. Giuseppe contains a painting of S. Jo- 
seph by Polidoro Caravaggio; a Madonna and o. Joseph 
by Riccio. 

JThe Candelora a presentation at the temple by Ali- 
brandi of Messina , one of the first artists of his age. 

«$. Chiara , a Madonna degU Angeli over the high 
altar by Catalano il vecchio. A Virgin at the foot of the 
cross, Si Madonna Immacolata by Agostino Scilla. S.Fran' 
cesco d^ Assist hj Girolamo Fulco. At«S. Uomobono , the 
painting representing this saint is by Alfonso Rodriguez , 
the Virgin and S. Albert by Scilla. 

iS. Elena and Costantino y^S^TSichol&s by 3uuon 
Comand^> Madonna and child S. Peter and S. Paul by Russo. 
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S* Elia : the oil paintings representing tlie acts of 
Moses, and the frescoes, are by Filocami, 

S* j4ngelo de Rossi i the Madonna over the altar, 
the S. Michael Archangel are by the school of Polidoro :, 
the fresco on the ceiling by Placido Campolo ; in the vesti- 
bule corresponding to the Gonservatorio delle sacre vergini, 
are remains of a pagan temple , now called /* alemana 
from having once belon^d to the Teutonic order; it was 
decorated with subjects of mythology^ and sacred ceremonies 
carved in marble, which have been transferred to the Mu-^ 
seo Petoritano* 

S. Caterina f^alverde stands on the ruins of a tem- 
ple once dedicated to Yenuft;.the picture represaiting the 
martyrdom of the saint is by Menniti , the frescoes of the 
lai^e chapel are by Filocami. 

The fountain to the right of this church, with a statue 
of Ganymedes, is by Bonanno of Messina. 

S. Filippo N^ri : the pictures representing the saint 
and the pietd are by Barbalonga , the Madonna with 
S. John by Rodriguez , the Beatd Valfr^ is a modem work 
by Forte a professor of thS Academy at Palermo. 

La TrirUtd , the holy Triad over the high altar is 
by Guinaccia. 

S. Bartotomeo , the Saint by Gommande , the two 
half figures by Galabrese. 

La Madonna deiV Indirizzo y situated near the porta 
nuova, contains an altar piece, a Madonna with S. Placida 
by Gatalano il vecchio and a S. James by an unknown 
hand* 

La Lampedusa^ in this church are some beautiful 
frescoes by Paladino. 

Chiesa dei Benedettini , the library of the convent 
contains some important manuscripts, rare code]res on parch- 
ment, and works of the eariy period of printing. The paint- 
ing, in the refectory, of the Magdalen at the foot of the 
cross, is by Tiarini ; a half figure of the same saint, and 
the flight into Egypt are by Rodrigaez \ the decollation 
of John the Baptist situated over the high altar is by 
Fulco, the martyrdom of S. Placido and the death of 
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S. Benedict , by Bova , tlie Magdalen at the foot of the 
Redeemer by Subba , the arrival of the Magii, placed over 
the high altar, of the Venetian school; the sacristy is de- 
corated with fine marble and a beautifal ivory crucifix. 
The paintings on boards which represent S. John , the 
Virgin and child , are of the year 1200; the triitico pre- 
served in the adjoining room and representing the trans- 
figuration, is a splendid work by Polidoro. The view from 
the cupola of this church embraces the town , the neigh- 
bouring country and the romantic shores of Calabria. 

Near the porta Zaeria is the church of SS» jinnun- 
ziata which contains a painting of the Vii^n on boards 
by Minichello Gardilo , and one of the Annunciation by 
an unknown author. 

The Gesii e Maria , a lai^ picture by Comande 
representing the holy family, and the Madonna with 
Christ by Tancredi. 

S* Paolinoj a fresco by Tuccari , the altar piece by 
Quagliata, 

The Spirito Santo is adorned vnth fine oil paintings, 
one representing the holy ghost by Riccio; the frescoes 
of the ceiling and oil paintings of the tribune are by la 
Falce. 

In the church of SS. Enno e Giuno is an altar piece 
representing the Virgin by Riccio* 

In Santa Cecilia a painting of the saint by Qna- 
gliata, considered to be one of his best works. 

Santa Lucia contains a very ancient painting of thb 
saint by Tommaso d' Arzo , and two by Antonello Riccio 
representing S. Placido and S. Nicholas. 

Chiesa delta Pietd , the picture representing the 
Pieta is by Barbalonga. 

That of *S. Barbara contains a painting by Qua- 
gliata of the death of S. Benedict, a nativity and S. Bar« 
bara by Paladinb. 

5. Michelcj a. Madonna by the school of the Antonii, 
painters of Messina ; a S. Michael by Giannotte. 

1$. Lorenzo contains a fine painting of the Virgin by 
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Bodriijnez , a Maddnnl^ with S« Amonio hni S. Catherine 
by Simon Comande.. 

The castello Gonzaga, built in 1540 by Ferrante Gon- 
zaga under the reign of Charles Y, offers a succession of 
fine views ^ to the right is the fortress of Castellaccio said 
to have been built by Orion and in later times restored 
by the viceroy Giovanni de Vega. 

In the church of Gesu e Maria are oil paintings by 
Paladino and Crestadauro. 

In the Fergini riparate a Madonna della Viltoria 
by Maffei ^ another by Menniti , this church is built on 
the foundations of a temple of Venus, 

The Chiesa di Maria stands on the site of the 
temple of Jupiter and has several mosaic fibres in the 
interior* It was restored after the expulsion of the Saracens 
by count Ruggero and in 1539 became a fortified place, 

S. Cosmo de^ Medici possesses the probatica piscina 
pronounced by connaisseurs to be the master piece of 
Rodriguez, 

That of «S, Anna a fine pa|ntiug of the Immaculate 
Virgin by the Antonii , the Madonna with S, Bernard and 
S. Benedict by Bo va , a painting on boards of S. Anne 
and the Virgin by an unknown artist, and a crucifixioa 
in relief by Siracusa a sculptor of Messina, 

The Addolorata a marble group of the Virgin 
and Christ, 

The gallery in the palace of prince Brunaccini cont* 
ains fine works by Comande, Rodricjuez, Ouofrio Gabriello, 
Fulco, Maroli, Sqppa, Scilla^ Giannotto, Morrealese and 
other painters of the Sicilian school, Near this palace is 
another 

Church of S. Anna with two paintings by Comand^^ 
a holy family, and Christ fulminating the reprobate. 

The Vniversitj, This extensive fabrick was built on 
the designs of padre Masucci, a Jesuit, but only one of 
the three porticoes originally projected has been finished. 
The library contains about 20000 volumes , many of the 
early times of printing, editions of Homer, Petrarch, tho 
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lettel*^ attribnted tiy Fltalari5e«, t6 ApK>ll(mias and Bruttisfy 
and many works of the XV century. 

In one of the halls are severaV paintings of n»etit: a 
Transfiguration by Antonio Catalano il vecchib, a S, Fran-* 
cesco by Maroli, six half sized figures by Scilla the mosC 
remarftable of which is the announcement to Jacob of the 
death of Joseph ; the martyrdom of S. Placido by Vaiion- 
braken a flemish artist , the nativity of Christ by Polidoro 
Caldora , the murder of the innocents by Rodriguez , the 
Madonna , SS. Peter atid Paul by Riccio , the widow of 
Nairn by Menniti and others of the Messina school. • 

This university was suppressed in 1596 and reesta-' 
Wished by 4ihg Alfonso, but the ci^^ having in 1674 been 
declared in a state of rebellion to the Spanish govemmient 
was deprived of its privileges and of thfe university* In 
1838 the classes were reopened by ovdet of the present 
king Ferdinand II. 

In the strada S. Filippo dei Banchi stood the feywj!?/^ 
of Castor and Pollux now the church of & Febronia* 
Being destroyed by earthquakes, houses were built on the 
ancient foundations. 

The Madonna del Carmine , the altar piece by Po- 
lidoro , the frescoes and oil paintings by Tuccari. 

Piazza del Duomo: In the centre is a bronze eques- 
trian statue of Charles II, and opposite is a marble fount" 
ain erected on the designs of Montorsoli, a florentine monk, 
in the space of four years; it was begun in 1547. The base 
ef the fountain ik composed of four circulal* steps , on 
these are eight J)lanes supporting eight sea monsters in 
black marble sustaining a cup with 12 angles filled 
^Jth abundant perennial water, and on the sides are four 
colossal statues representing the Nile, the Ebro, the Tiber 
and the Camaro with emblems in bas-relief; the other sider 
are also decorated with bas^-reliefs of mythological subjects. 
At the angles are half figures of Caryatides which sustain 
the vase and around its base , rtasks through which the 
watei^s flow. In the centre another winding vase is sust- 
ained by four Tritons and four masks give issue to the 
water; within the vase is a beautiful group consisting of 
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lour ittiked Naiada holding anoiherimaUva^e which .forms 
the hase of a fine gtoup compoaed <if foor dolphins, sur- 
Boounted by four boys who sopport a globe on which 
stands Orion bearing a shield , the etnblem of the city. 
In point of .Qomposition, eorrectness otf design and de- 
licacy of execution , this fountain is highly .exteemed by 
amat^cips of the fine art^. Beneath it there is an ex- 
tensive subterranean gallery which leads to various parts 
of the town. 

The Vnoma or Cathedral is an edifice of the Norman 
period but the date of its foundation is uncertain , the 
front; and three entrances are of the gothic styles other 
temples supplied the bas-reliefs of the central entrance 
which is enclosed within a pyramidal form of white marble^ 
<(arved with yarioiks figures, and. terminated on. the sides by 
Xen light pillars supporting small statues* On the architrave 
are a sitting statue of the Madonna and child j the statues 
of SS. Peter and Paul , all attributed to : Matzolo^ the has 
rdiefs of the four lateral doors were executed by Bonanno 
on the designs of ; Pblidoro* . 

The interior, in the shape of a latin cross, consists 
of three naves the lai^est being sustained by 26 monolith 
columns of unequal size ; they are supposed to have for- 
med part of the temple of Neptune, situated on the banks 
of the Pelorus^ and to have been of Egyptian granite, biit 
it is very probable that they are from Pargalia , near 
Tropea in Calabria ultra, about 50 miles from Messina, 
where the quarries are still open and the quality corres* 
pouds exactly witht hose of the cathedral* It suflei*ed greatly 
by the earthquakes of 1683 and was restored in a manner 
which stript the interior of its light and elegant forms ^ 
the length is 360 palms , the breadth 120 and the hight 92^ 
the meridian was traced in 1804 by the Abbate Jaci, an 
astronomer of Messina. Near the right entrance is the 
•tatue of S. John Baptist supposed to be by Gagini the 
first sculptor of Sicily, it vras placed here in ISsS ; the 
minor naves are sustained by fluted pilaalers, each lined 
with 14 marble statues ^ 12 representihg the apof tlea bdii^ 
aituated in «hafpels 6f.the^codrixkthidaii^Kler dettgned by 
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fira Angelo Montorsoli. On tlie right side is tlie mansoleum 
raised in 1656 to the archbishop Blasi , a work of Ma- 
rabitti ; near it are the statues of S. James the elder by 
Scalzo, and of S. Paul by Martino; near the door leading 
to the Tesoro , in a chapel with two columns decorated 
with arabesques and intaglios , is a statue of the Vergine 
Immacolata a work of the XV century. In the T are 
three tribunes inlaid with mosaic on a gilt ground, a work 
of the XIII century ; in the tribune dedicated to S. Placido 
is a mosaic representing S. Gregory Naziansenus with king 
Louis and his uucie the duke of Randazzo in a kneeling 
posture ; the six niches of the chapel are occupied by six 
angels in bronze. In the large tribune is a colossal figure 
of Christ in mosaic surrounded by a chorus of angels with 
the Tirgin on one side , S. John on the other and at his 
feet , in a contrite and kneeling posture , Frederick II of 
Arragon, king of Sicily, his son Pietro, and Guidotto arch- 
bishop of Messina. The five steps leading to the alt«ir are 
composed of agath and jasper; the altar is covered with 
again , jasper, calcedonia, lapislazzuli worked in the form 
of vases , birds , leaves and flowers ; the steps and the cibo- 
rium of the altar are enriched with gold, with arabesques 
and lapislazzuli ; on the altar is a silver vase ornamented 
with gilt metal and precious stones and behind it a magni- 
ficent baldacchino 60 palms high called the macchinetta 
which is adorned with corniola , calcedonia , agath and 
jasper; the baldacchino is sustained by six columns inlaid 
with lapislazzuli , crowned with bronze ornaments and 
four gilt bronze pilasters surmounted by corinthian capitals* 
Under the baldacchino is a large half sized figure of the 
Padre eterno in the midst of cherubins, beneath this figure 
a painting of the Madonna delta letter a supported by 
angels and seraphins ; it is usually covered with a silver 
mantle scattered over with gems which, on solemn festivals, 
is replaced by one of carved gold adorned with precious 
gems, amongst which are diamonds, pearls, sapphire, rubies, 
m a great measure the gifts of sovereigns. Under the picture 
is a beautiful medallion by the celebrated Juvara of Messina 
expressing in bas-relief the embassy of the Messinese to the 
Virgin, 
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The intaglios in tlie choir were executed by Giorgi6 
Veneziaoo , the frescoes by Quagliata ; near the lower 
steps of the altar is a pillar of Sicilian agath beautifully 
spotted 9 nearly assuming the shape of the geographical map 
of Sicily. 

The mosaic in the tribune of the Sacrament represents 
the Madonna and child surrounded by angels with Queens 
Eleonora and Elisabeth, the wives of Fi'ederick and Pietro of 
Arragon, kneeling at their feet; the niches of the tribune 
round the altar are occupied by statues of angels holding 
baskets of grapes or sheafs of corn, and beneath by eight busts 
of prophets in relief, with eight oil paintings at the base 
by Fei of Florence. To the left of the T is a chapel dedi- 
cated to the Madonna della Pieta containing statues of a 
pieta , of S, Anthony of Padua and S. Peter all highly 
finished ; the bas-reliefs on the sides of the altar relate to 
the passion of Christ ; the one on the semicircular frontis- 
piece represents the Madonna del Soccorso , S. Antonio and 
the Archbishop La Lignamine who erected this chapel 
in 1530. 

The Retana tomb is by Bonanno , the mausoleums 
of La Lignamine and Bellovado evhice the good taste 
that prevailed in the XV century. The chapel of the resur- 
rection, decorated with pillars and arabesques, contains a 
statue of Christ risen from the dead by Gagini , and two 
busts of soldiers struck with amazement by Giacomo del 
Duca. Under the font of holy water is the fragment of a 
column with inscriptions to Esculapius and Hygeia^ the 
tutelary divinities of the city, and to Antoninus Pius. 

The statues of S. Peter by Montorsoli, of S. Andrew by 
Calamech, and two by Tedeschi are highly finished works ; 
in the large nave are frescoes by Bova and in a colonnade is 
the celebrated marble pulpit attributed to Bonanno, in which 
the artist has skilfully executed intaglios of leaves and ara- 
besques in high and bas-relief. 

The sacristy contains a painting on boards of the as- 
sumption by Salvo d' Antonio , and four large works by 
Bodriquez. In the assembly room of the canons are various 
Cine paintings by Quagliata^ Rodriques and the younger' 



Digitized by 



Google 



20 

Catalano, among wliich is a finely preserved flc^iaish paint* 
4ng and a presentation by Alibrandi. 

Beneath the Cathedral is another, church built in 1638 
and composed of three naves ; at the end of the large nave 
is a veiy ancient oil painting of the Virgin ; tne ceiling is 
sustained by stone columns lined with stucco and painted in 
fresco by Bova ; thi^ subterranean church contains several 
tombs of ancient noble families* 

In the Strada Ferdinanda is the church of the Ca^ 
talani of the Doric order ; on the small pilasters of the 
great door is an Arabian inscription taken from the JSiirco- 
phagus of an Egyptian caliph; the middle nave is sustained 
by ten granite, the high altar by four mjirble, piHars. 

The Chiesa delle Anime del Purgatorio^ of an octa- 
gon shape, contains four large painting^ by distinguished 
pr lists of the last century: S. Matthew by de Matteis, 
S. James by Pompeo Battoni, S. Gr^ory by Ricci a Ve- 
netian , a Piela by Trevisani. 

In a piaz^ with four marble fountains at the angles 
once stood the Temple of Hercules y erected by the Mes-* 
isenians on the^ cession of tht& |teace concluded with the 
Zfdncleans ^ it was subsequently dedicated to S» Michaed ^ 
afterwards to S. John Baptist and was overthrown during 
ihe earthquakes of 1783. 

j & Maria del GraffeOy known as the Cattolica^ coi^ 
fains an elegant marble tomb of Leonardo Pate a cele^ 
brated Hellenist of Messina. 

Near the piazza del Duomo is the church of S. Nic" 
cold built by Calamech on the model of the Gesii of Rome> 
yfith five naves , two rows of marble columns and two 
of pilasters lined with marble and arabesques. The altar 
piece, repi*esenting Si Nicholas, is said to be of the Antonii 
sehgoi , the presentation by Gatalano il vecchio, the chapel 
ofthQ Madonna is decorated with pietre dure. 

The church of S. Domenico contains woi^s in sculp- 
ture and . seYeral oil and fresco paintings : the Nativity by 
^icci , the ^ints round the Crucifix, a rare work of Po« 
lidpro , the assumption and Pius V by Tanctedi, S. Da* 
weaicio by Cesore da S&xto> the Madonna del Rosario by 
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Qtiaglika^ t^Ne &^<^oes hi tbe 8<|uares aise by Bova, those 
of Ae ^hob by Tuccari, the statbie of the Virgin on the 
hiffh altar, the bas-reliefs representing the holy Trinity 
are by Gagini , the Cicala liidnuinent by fra Angelo da 
Poggibonzi; the convent contains some good paintings, 
the S. John baptizing our saviour is by Macchietta. 

Chnrch of S. Francesco or Oratorio de* Mercanti. 
The frescoes of the portico are by Tancredi, the altar piece 
representing the death of S. Francis ii by Bartolonfieo Schi- 
d<>ne, the birth, the baptism and S. Francis putting 6n 
ihe monastic habit, are three 6ne works of Rodriquez, in 
die picture of the baptism the artist has painted himself 
ind family. Opposite is a fine picture of the flemish school^ 
by some attributed to Rubens ^ representing S. Francis 
throwing himself into a bush o£ thorns to avoid tempta- 
tion* Opposite the altar S. Francis in the act cf prayer 
by SciJla , the Madonna appearing to S. Francis by Ya- 
nonbraken, 

The chnrch of S. GregoriOy in the form of a greek 
cross 5 is lined with pietre dure and mo>iaics, the tribune 
and the high altar with agath and jasper; the painting 
of S. Berifedict is by Ricci , the S. Gregorio by Barbalunga, 
the Virgin an<J S. Joseph by Guercino. In the chapel of tne 
GiambrettaAs a mosaic of the Virgin and child, around 
the altar are sevei^al paintings on copper by Fei. 

iS. Maria di Basicb contaios a nativity by Guinac^ 
cia, a resurrection by Rodriquez, a Madonna by Agostino 
Scilla , and the Magi by Comande ; the frescoes are by 
Tuccari, . 

In the Chiesa di Montalto Bve a 6ne holy family 
attributed to Titian, and a Visitation by Cardillo ii vccchio. 

Chiesa di S. y^gostinOj the statoe of the Virgin and 
child, of a fine execution, is by an utiknown artist , the 
•nativity in the ^bate -chapel , the bas-reliefs and sarco* 
phagi are by Bonanno ; the painting ^presenting S. Cono 
is by Suppa, the S. Agostino by Rodriquez; the windows 
to the north are in the early style of Norman architecture. 

The Monte delta Pietd contains frescoes by Tancredi, 
a half figure of Christ bearing the cross attributed to Vi^e« 
rio, the altar piece to Guinaccia. 
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iS. Dionigio : a SS. Peter and Paul by PoUdoro, S. Dio- 
nigio by D'Annai tbe Madonna della grazia of tbe An« 
tonii school. 

S. Gioacchino contains a resurrection of Lazzarus by 
Coserbrot, a small Albert Durer on boards , a nativity of 
tbe Venetiab school , the shepherds by Tuccari , S. Carlo 
Borronaeo by Barbalunga , S. Anne and S. Joachim by Ro- 
driquea, S. Gregory by Quagliata and S. Ilario by Scilla, 

In the Clues a de^ Crociferi are a S. Carlo Borromeo 
and a Madonna by Bodriquez, a resurrection of Lazzarus 
by Michel Ahgelo Caravaggio. In that of the Teatini 
frescoes by Suppa and Fulco , the birth, purification, pre- 
sentation and assumption of the Madonna by Quagliata \ 
the visitation by Paladino. 

Chiesa della Pace, the fi'escoes are by Paladino* 
In one of the side chapels is a. modern painting of Simon 
and Juda by Kiccio \ the picture of the rosary bears the 
date of 1489. 

The Chiesa Monte, Fergtne , of a graceful style of 
architecture, contains some fine frescoes by Litterio Pala- 
dino iand an altar piece by Quagliata. 

iS. Paoloy of a solid style of building, is ornamented 
with marble and choice pictui'es , the fall tf S. Paul by 
Ba]4)alouga , S. Benedict upsetting the idols by Scilla, the 
ambasceria by Catalano il giovane , the martyrdom of 
S. Placido , one of the best works of Maroli, the espousals 
of S. Catherine by Gabriele. 

The Rocca Guelfonia existed at the period of the 
Carthaginian wars in Sicily, and was the residence of the 
kings of the house of Arragon, particularly of Constantia 
in 1284 , the wife of Pietro d' Aragona, 

S. Michele contains an Ascension by Barbalonga, 
and. oil paintings in the tribune by Marolli. 

S. Gwyanni decollalo a S. John Baptist by Cara* 
vaggio , S. Carlo Borromeo by Suppa. 

S, Francesco d^ji.ssisi: over the first altar to the right 
the Madonna with S. Stephen and S. Christopher is by 
Paladmo, the S. Orsola by Suppa; in the following chapel is 
-a painting by Catalano il vecchio, in the fourth a bas-relief 
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of the Madonna (1*0110 Spasimo by Gagini , in the fiftli si 
statue of. the Madonna and Ghiid by the same artist. A 
picture of the saviour by Antonii, a S Lorenzo by Ro- 
driguez , the frescoes in the chapel of the Sacrament by 
Tancredi; the bas-relief on a sarcophagus situated behind 
the high altar represents the rape of Proserpine; vriihin the 
arch is the touib of Frederick 111 raised in 1554; the Cybo 
monument in the next chapel is decorated with stattiea. and 
gems. On the left side of the church ^re paintings, of 
o. Antonio by Catalano il vecchio|, the Madonna and two 
saints by Aneimolo, the Madonna, della lettera with S. Pla- 
eido by Rodriguez^ a S. Antonio by Catalano and the 
tomb of Balsamo erected in 1507. 

The monastery of 5. Andrea Avellino contains the 
following works : an ecce homo by Caravaggio , S, Ga€* 
tano and S. Andrea , fiarbalunga; a holy family attributed 
to Albani, S. Andrea by Monosilio, the same saint over 
the high altar by Conca , the coming of the holy ghost, 
Guinaccino, the Madonna and S. Barbara, Sttfano Giordano. 

The Chiesa de^ Cappuccini J situated on the top of a 
hill, commands from the east an,extepsive.yiew of the count^^y 
on the west the chain of the Monti Nettn^ii covered with 
pines, olive trees and vineyards, opposite, part of Messina, 
the port and the Appenines. 

The church contains several pictures of merit; a na* 
tivity by Caravi^ggio , a Madonna and S^ Francis by Ee* 
liciano called the Raphael of the Capuchins ,^ a transfigu- 
ration by padre Umile of Messina who also painted the 
last supper now in the refectory, the Stimmate hy Pala-* 
dino, and several trittici by flemish artists. 

In «S. Maria di Gesu inferiore are the following 
paintings : a circun^cision by Mitica ,, S« Catherine and 
S. Antonio by Paladino , the stimmate and vision of S. 
Francis by Catalano il vecchio , the descent of the holy 
gho^ and the nativity, unknown ; the arrival of the Magi 
by Camardo; the frescoes by Scilla in the sacristy repre* 
sent S. Francis praying, and the Virgin surrounded with 
angels ; a large oil painting by Rodriguez placed in the 
refectory represetits the institution of the EucfaaristJc 
supper. 4 
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In tte Chiesa S. Or sola ^ tte picture of Ais Sftint 
with her companions placed in the midst of angels was 
painted by three distinguished artists of Messina ^ SciHa , 
Catalano and Fulco. 

S. Maria Gesit sup sr lore contains a fine niari>Ie 
statue of the Vii^jin by an. unknown artist and two finely 
sculpt ui*ed tombs, one by Suiti to his sons, the other to 
La Rocca a military leader, with an insci*iption to the ce-^ 
lebrated Bard aid. Near the convent are some rcmatins of 
an ancient public bath. ' 

Scala o Badiazza : a ruin of Gothic or leather of 
Christian architecture of the middle ages, wds a churob 
once dedicated to the Madonna della VaHew It consisted 
of three naves sustained by angular pilasters and was des- 
troyed by the eartlujuake of 1783» 
^ .• ' t - ' ' ' ' , • '. . • ■ L ^ 

Private collectipns of Messjna* 

■ .*.'-■ ■■ ' <' ■ . ' 

The cavaliere Luigi Benoit possesses in his cabinet 
a collection omitologica sictilat, and another of shells ol 
Europe, India , Ame^ca and Africa. 

Sig. Cacvpardi a splendid collection of greco^^icaliaa 
coins, those of Magna Grecia both consular and imperial, 
consisting of about 4000 in gold, silver and copper; also a 
large collection of greco-siculi vases and some very rare shells^ 

Si^* Giuseppe Longo has succeeded in collecting many 
ancient coins of the whole of Sicily , a series of those of 
Magna Grecia , Syria , Egypt and Greece in bronze and 
silver, and several gi'eco-siculi vases. 

The walks round Messina present fine views in every 
direction. The hill on which the telegraph is erected, 
about five miles distant , is accessible by a carriage road 
and thence to the Pharos' the distance is about four 
Other miles. This Pharos or Cape Pelorus commandsi the 
opposite coast on which rise die broken perpendicular 
rocks of Scylla ^ amidst the immense blocks spread over 
the water appears the broken chain of the Appennine 
through the diasms of which flow the boisterpos vvaves o£ 
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(the Tyrrhenian iihd Joinatt seas^ The - c6tivulsion wHidi 
separated Sicily from the maioland alluded to by Homer, 
Herodotus , Diodorna^ aiid Virgil > seems to haye given rise 
to the names of Jteggio in Calabria: and to the Mingo a 
river near Messina.^ , 



JOURNEY FROM MESSINA TO CATANU 



Posts Miles 



1. 'U 


10. V. 


1. % 


10. 


1. 


9. 


1- V. 


12. 


1. 'U 


10. 


1. 'll 


10. 


7-V. 


61. V. 



Scaletta • • 
Agri . . . • 
Giardini (1) 
Giarre • . . 
A<;i Reale . 
Catania. • • 



The distance between these two cities is 61 '/, miles 
over a fine carriage road. At 10 miles from Messina is the 
convent of Benedictines called 5. Placido of the done 
order and in one of its long corridors is a bust of the Empe* 
ror Charles V who resided here when returning from his 
African expedition.^ 

From Giardini, a road a mile and a half long leads 
to the ancient city of Taormina situated on the declivity 
of Mount Taurus from which or from the river Taure- 
minius, now the Alcantara, its name is derived. According 
to Strabo it was founded by a colony from Chalcis about 
the XXXII Olympiad, 649 years bewre the Christian era. 
In the times of the elder Dionysius it was occupied by 
the Zancleans, was afterwards a confederate city of Rome 
and suffered greatly in the servile war; it was oppressed 
by ^ierres who publicly insulted and threw down the stiitue 
oi Latona , became a Roman colony in the war between 



(1) F/TD/w Giardini to Taormina 1 1/2 mile. 
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Csssar and Pompey, submitted to< the Saracens , was taken 
by tbe Nortojans, and in 1410 wai tbe seat of tbe comitii 
fot tbe ekction' of a sovereign. A small town and many 
ruins are how tbe only reraaihs of one of the tbree prin- 
cipal cities of Sicily. . 

The limits of the ancient Taurominium extended 
from the church of S. Pancrazio to the declivities near 
the Catania gate; the i\crop6lis was on 'the north side 
beyond the hill called the Madonna delta Rocca. It 
possessed a theatre, forums with piazze, gardens and por- 
ticoes , a gymnasium ; thermas , a stadium , temples dedi- 
cated to the Sun , to Venus , to the nymphs Melia and 
Lemura and to other divinities* 

The present Taormina is situated on the declivity 
of the Monte della Rocca which is crowned by the ruins 
of an ancient, castle; tb the south are the rivers called the 
Fontana vecchia and the Pecima, It is enclosed with walls 
which have two gates, one towards the Messina, the other 
on the Catania, roads. 

JTie Theafrej one of the first in Sicily, was built in 
the hollow of two elevate rocks, a position which affords 
facilities for construction bs the seats were cut jn the solid 
rock and afterwards lined with marble ; two external 
arches formed the entrance, a corridor following the semi- 
circular line was divided into 10 vomitorii which commu- 
nicated with ten outward doors , along the corridor were 
36 niches four of which were surmounted by 5 columns 
v^rhich sustained the roof, the pit was divided' into thrfee 
rows of 9 seats each. In some of the broken ^eats greiek 
inscriptions have been found which prove that the theatre 
is of Grecian construction. It was restored by the Romans 
and at later periods as is evident by the ruins , and finally 
destroyed by the Saracens. The following are its dt- 
itiensions r 

Diameter : internal palms 126 

» external » 440 

Semicircumference internal » 197. 9. 
» external » 691. '/» 
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TlwSfView fi«om thii spit ettibraces tb^ diWin of mounit- 
ains which slope down towards die shor^ and finish wit^ 
the sfiowy tops of Etna , the adj&eent talMes 'and pictu- 
resque 'hills once the ftbojlc of 'the nyniphss Melia and Le^ 
mura where their temples stood, Agbsta , Syracuse ^ • the 
Jodian sea, and a pttrt of l(t»rer Cahifcria. * 

"Within the towti are ruibsi of a large building sup- 
posed to have formed part of the Naumachia, the icistefriMs 
of which .are cmt in the iiolidrock; oiie in the Gapu chin 
convent well preserved is in length palms 128, breadth 48, 
depth 30 , the waters w^r^ brought from the Mogiufj^ 
springs 14 miles disCanlt from the city through aqueducts 
cut in the rock or by means of arches built between the 
hills tinder the castle of Taoriiritia' and in other dii'eCtions, 
the i*ttins of which are still visible ^ these waters supplied 
the town, the baths* and prbbafbly the Nauniachia. 

Near th^. Messina gate are wmains of a very aacient 
mosaic covering a large extent of ground under which are 
numerous sdbterrauean passages , broken columns, capitals 
of white marble interspersed with bricks , and a tomb 
sculptured with ftineral ornainents. 

On the i top pf the hill called 'Bagmtoli are I'^piains 
of a tomb once lined with marble in which lachrymatbry 
vases and sOine snofdl statue^s 'were lound; two of the latter 
represented females, one advanced iny^ars with the tongue 
hanging ^ut of the mouth, the othfcr a girl with fiery eyes 
and three openings in the mouth emitting flames. The ad- 
joining grotto of S« Leonardo being filled with sepulchres 
was probably dedi<iated to Venus Ubitina ; the'^grotta 
del giornb near the Sthdre ie( said to have bem the Habi* 
tation of the Nereids; the tubes that abound at this ^pot 
served to convey the waters of die aqu^uct;^ hei^e also 
are tombs and ruins of edifice^ ^ aind the excaVatibnsl miside 
on this spot have brought to light greek iandro&asi/coins^ 
lamps and various terra cotta works. 

The church of S. Paricrazio beyon'd the Messina 
gate stands on the ruins of a templo. dedicated ta Apollo, 
and many edifices of the middle age^re scatt^ed over the 



Digitized by 



Google 



40Tm; the prkcipal imms ave tlie Badia veteduus^,^ la Clasa 
4el Daca and ike ancient hospitaL i 

The Chiesa Madf^ cdntaina a picture a ttnnpera. 
of: the XV centuiy repres«itiiig the Madonna, child, S« 
John and S* Joachin« 

S. jigostiao an ancient trittioo behind the choir* 
S* Caterina t a mariile statue of the saint with the 
date of 1471. 

The Addolorata an ancient trittico a tempera on a 
gold ground representing the visitation. 

Moluj an ancient municipium of Taormina, is situated 
on a rock ahd surrounded with wails ; the territory abounds 
with marble of various qualities. 

Giardini (1): the coast of Giardini, Capo Schiso, A- 
posto , Frezza and Lognina is interesting from the mol- 
; lusques and conchigliferi with which it aboundsi some of 
! which are found only in the seas of Sicily : panopea , 
"• J aldroi^anesisy solen caribceusy radiatusj cardium crina-- 
-r ceum, lutraria elliptica, senoloidesj pinna nohUis and 
i aereral othersu 

Two miles from Giardini is Naxos nOw Schisb situfijted 

on a peninsula and founded in the XI Olympiad, 736 years 

before the Christian era, by a colony from Cn€Ucis in Eohea 

' who raised a temple to Apollo Arcagetes to whom the 

Gredis offered prayers before setting sail ; according to 

! Thucydidei this was the first city foiunded by the Greeks 

C in Sicily. After its destruction by Dionysius of Syracuse 

' the inhabitants settled on Moant Taurus. 

To the right of the bridge of the Ace^ines is the 
xokd leading through Piedimcmte, Bronte, and.Aderno 
to Palermo. 

AciBfiale (2): ten miles distant from Gfiarr^, is a large 
well built town with about 20000 inhabitants ; it is said 
%o have derived its name from Acis, the lover of Galathea* 



<() Hotel GagUano* 
(2) &td ddC ElrfatUe. 



OO^ 
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It c(mt{iitis sotne mannfa^tdre^ and dn acad^ny which ha$ 
fumislied interesting mateiiaU to science «nd literature. 

In the Basiliea of S. Seba^^tmn are some fine frescoeci 
relative to that saint , others on the cupola representine 
the prophets Ezechiet , Daniel , fisaiiah and' Jeremiah, with 
some of bihlical sublets by Fa sta. In iht Adddlorata Ib 
an oil painting by the same artist. 

The church of & Peter 4md 5. Pan/ contains n 
S. Antonio by Pataniaj and a S. Andi^ea hy- Fhsia.^ a 
S. Peter unkowo. 

La Chiesa dei Crociferi i the 'Madonna delk Grazia 
placed over tlie high altar and some fine fresco works are 
also hj Vastai 

Chiesa del Suffragio : this church contains other fine 
frescoes and a Madonna and child, over the high altar, 
by Vasta. 

A flight of steps leading to tlie shore is cut in the 
lava and it is easy to dbtinguish the various strata arising 
from Etna at various epochs. 

At a distance of 2 '/, miles from Aci is the fonts di 
Si Veneris y a sulphureous spring iisuifag near the church 
from a; circular well three palnis^ in depth; it communi-* 
Of ted by an aqueduct with tiie baths of which there still 
exist some ruius. 

Between ^ci and Trejsza 'n the grotta delta colombe 
fiHed like the adjacent soil with volcanic substances such 
as fddspath and regular prisms. Towards the coast is 
Trezza opposite which are the ro(Jis and island of the 
Cyclops , now called the Faraglioni where Ulysses is said 
to have killed the giant Polyphemus; the island is of nearly 
a round shape and upwards of a mile in circumference, with 
a deep crevice running from east to west ; there are re- 
mains of a cistern and of buildings, to the south is a grotto 
open on two sides. The rocks are formed of prismatic 
eolunms of basalt symmetrically disposed in cones « the 
largest being 252 palms high. About a mile distant is 
Aci Castello , a castle celebrated not only for its fabu- 
lous antiquity but from having been defended in past 
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Uo^ea I?y. Axt'ele 4VArtagou» It «tand$ on basaltic rock^ 
which esciepcl over q large space of groulidy and i$ covered^ 
like, the £sle of the Gydto.ps, with the vcitoaiiic stibsCances 
of Etna* . > . 

; J^gmna^'. i^ said to be fhtj pwt l^rhere Ulysses landed, 
though Pro/dmj^saiyjs. be landed at Odiss'ea n^r Castel* 
lazzo, called by Cicerq , Edissa y aoA by GInVerias . tjie 
poyt of Ulysses' to 'Which he refers the following lines of 
\irgU j:n. lib* IIL' . : 

. '. ftttet^aifessos Pent^s cum sole relitjuit , 
Ignifrigue uico Cjrclopitm allabimur oris ; 
Sed horrificis juxta tonal Ethna ruinds* i 



CATANIA (1).. 

Catania, celebrated in the diyers epochs of Siciliail 
history, wafs founded at a. very remotie period, Polyphemus 
and his Gydops, the port of Ulysses, Thalia and her sons 
the Palici , stript of the allegories of fable , are historic 
truths. That Catdnia Was inhabited by the Egyptian shep* 
herds is proved by the obelisk and other Egyptian nio- 
nume^ts that it contains while the l*emain$ of Cyclopean 
walls , the medals of Isis , Osii:is and Apollo Arcagetes , 
unite the ancient to the greek colonies* Its first inkabi'- 
tants were the Sicanians who, according to Diodorus, dcr 
serted the place in consequence of thfe eruptions ofEtna, 
and in the environs or perhaps at the spot where Catania 
now stands , the Siculi forpaed A settlement under the gui- 
dance of their king Siculus, which existed till the III year 
of the XII Olympiad , 730 before Christ , when it was 
occupied by a colony from Chalcis under Evarcus, and 
called K AT ETNA'. It was governed by Charondas , con- 
quered by Geloa of Syracuse, experienced vicissitudes un* 



(1) Hold di Abate, 
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der the first Dionjsius , and was liberated by Timoleon, 
Wben occupied by tbe Romans the gymnasium was erected 
by Marcellus, and the city was subsequently decorated 
with a theatre , an amphiteatre , naumachie , thermae , a 
forum , a circus and other edifices of which the ruins are 
still visible* In the middle ages it fell under the Saracenic , 
and subsequently under the Norman, dominaUon. De^royed 
more than once by earthquakes , the various strata of lava 
and subterranean buildings relate the vicissitudes of this 
city, so often buried under ground, which has always risen 
form its ruins. In 1169 and 1693 it was totally destroyed, 
but the energy of the people has again raised splendid edifices 
both religious and private, and opened fine streets defying 
fortune and the tremendous phenomena of a neighbouring 
volcano. 

The present Catania, situated in 32* 46 long ,37- 29 

lat, contains a population of 50000 souls; its territory, 

occupying a surface of 1332 square miles with about 

340,000 inhabitants , is one of the most fertile in Sicily; 

it abounds with, com, oil, fruit, wine, almonds, pistacchi, 

soda, shumac , sulphur, hemp, cotton, silk, cantharides etc. 

The Cathedral was built on the ruins of the one 

raised by Count Ruggiero in 1091; after the earthquakes 

of 1169 and 1323 me only parts of the building that re^ 

mained were the absis, the internal walls, the chapels of 

the Virgin and of the crucifixion ; the sH granite columns 

of the facade are supposed to have formed part of the 

theatre, the bas-reliefs on the first lateral door are said to 

be by Gagini, the painting of S. ^gata to the left is by 

Paladino , the holy family with S. John by Abadessa, the 

S« Francesco da Paola by Guarnaccia , S. Carlo Borromeo 

by Veneziano ; the large fresco in the sacristy by Mignemi 

represents Catania destroyed by fire, and buried under the 

stream of lava of 1669, Etna, with the environs of the town, 

and boats at sea filled with people. The frescoes of the 

choir were painted in 1628 by Corradino, to the south 

are the tombs of Frederick II , and of his family, to the 

north that of Costanza , the daughter of Pietro IV of Ai-- 

j*agon. The seats in the choir represent in wood carvings 
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the martyrdom of S. Agatha ; in her chamber is preserved 
a half sized bust of this saint in silver gilt decorated vrith 
jewels presented by devout persons; the crown on her head 
is the gift of Richard Ccenr de Lion when he landed at 
Gitania on his way to Palestine. 

A flight of 21 steps to the left of the chief door 
leads to the 

Thermce or Bagno Achilleo : at the foot of the steps 
is a corridor 64 palms long, 9 wide and 12 '/, deep, buut 
with lava stone and large bricks^ to the left is a door, now 
enclosed in the church foundations, which led to the stufc^ 
at the end of the corridor an arched door gives entrance 
to a room 9 palms long and 9 wide, communicating with 
other roopis and an aqueduct of which there remain about 
45 palms; the breadth is 3 '/s* ^^ depth 4 '/• palms, there 
is still a cuiTent of limpid water supposed to be that of 
the Anemano \ a room near the corridor, sustained in the 
roof by four pilasters 11 palms distant from each other, 
is of a s({uare form of 46 palms and 12 high, the light coming 
from an opening in the centre ; the wails are covered with 
paintings of vines and bunches of grapes with little cupids 
and other emblems* To the left are divers apertures com- 
municating with the portico, and one with various steam 
or water ducts; these therm® and many other antique mo* 
numeats were discovered by the Prince Biscari. 

In the piazza Bicocca two subterranean arched rooms 
separated by an arch may be seen in the casa Gagliani; 
one is surrounded with seats , the other, from the volume 
of water it contains, is used as a well ; these rooms occupy 
together a space of 22 palms. 

The church of «S. Agata coptains a santa Cecilia 
by CSorre^o. 

On the piazza del Duomo is a marble fountain ; 
the waters flow from two fountains which represent the 
Anemano and Simeto rivers. It is surmounted by an 
elephant of a single block of lava supporting an antique 
obelisk of red granite , supposed to be egyptian, and broken 
in several parts. In the first zone are four individuals 
without heads , and wit^ only one arm draped from tl|« 
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iody to the knee , one holds a key ; in the sdcond divi- 
sion is a lion's body, a figure with a sheep's head, an Ibis 
and a sphinx ^ in the third an ox with a collar on the 
Beck, a inan wearing a crown with a maJitle on the shoulders, 
the left hand leaning on the right knee and offering a vase 
with the right hand \ in the last a ship with various figures*^ 
This obelisk and the elephant are supposed to have been 
raised in the circus. 

The Largo delta Marina , receives the waters of the 
Anenamo , mentioiied by Pindar« It is now a public walk 
planted with trees, illuminated in the summer months and 
enlivened on thursdays and festival days by bands of music* 

In the Fico de^ canalij within the Indirizzi convent; 
is an ancient Bath. In the two first rooms is an aqueduct, one 
room is 15 palms long and 23 broad , the other of the 
same dimension* llie tepidarium and calidarium , of an 
octagon shape, measures 22 '/« palms diagomcally and has a 
fine vaulted roof which receives the light urom two aper- 
tures; a furnace at the end of the room communicated 
beat to the sudatori; to the right is a small bath; the 
lead tubes that belonged to these sudatori are preserved in 
the Biscari museum* . 

Under the andait city walls is a spring called the 
JBotte d^ acqua which was buried by lava during the 
eruption of 1669 and found after various excavations ; 
the steps leading to it are cut in the lava. 

The Madonna delVAjuto contains a chapel in imi-i 
tation of that of the Madonna at Loreto. 

S. Chidra: frescoes by Sozzi and a S. Lorenzo painted 
by Vasta, 

The piazza & Filippo is of a square well designed 
form and decorated vnth a portico of 32 marble columns 
found amongst ruins on the site of the S. Augustine convent. 
In «$• Maria delta lettera is a painting of the Ma- 
donna by the brothers Gatalano. 

The Arch of Marcellus had a douBle row of build- 
ings , one of lava stone, the other of bricks with two fafades 
from east to west, the jambs being of corinthian marble; 
the base alone remains. 



Digitized by 



Google 



34 

The Chiesa di S. Benedetto contains a porttait of 
tlie saint by Borremans , the guardian angel by Desiderati, 
and frescoes^ by Tuccari. 

In the Strada del Teatro are ruins of the Theatre*^ 
the steps leading to it are under a roof formed of large 
bricks , partly covered ; it was built of blocks of lava with 
three rows of corridors leading to the orchestra and to the 
first and second divisions of the ceiling which were sustained 
by a colonnade^ there are several niches and a large basin 
lined with marble , and a subterranean aqueduct built of 
calcareous stone. In a room behind the scena are remains 
of stone seats lined with marble and of two flights of steps 
that led to the cunei\ the pavement consisted of white 
marble mingled with rosso antico ; the other parts of the 
edifice are either destroyed or buried under the street. The 
internal diameter is .99 , the external 399 palms , the in* 
temal semicirci^priference 155 , the external 626 palms. The 
inscriptions 9 statues, and columns found in the ruins are 
BOW placed in the piazza marina , in the casa communale, 
and six of the columns near the fa9ade of the cathedral; 
some are dispersed in various collections of antiquities and 
several are in the museum of the prince of Biscari* 

The ornaments, corridors, and portico render it pro- 
bable that the theatre wa& built by the Romans ; the resto- 
rations were posterior to the third century, and an inscripi^ 
tion found on the spot, which is now in the Biscari 
museum , tends to prove that they were made under the 
reign of the sons of Constantine* 

The Odeon is well preserved , and is of the following 
dimensions : 

External length, palms » 167. 

Internal >» » »> 55. 

Semiperimeter, external » 262. 
internal » 87* 

The western stair case of the theatre communicated with 
the Odeon which had two rows of seats, a single entrance 
and an orchestra; the rooms with vaulted roofs Were 17 
in number, 11 of which are now inhahited , th^ apertures 
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of each room are 21 palms high and 9 wide excepting^ the 
central one which is 1 '/, palm larger and received the 
light from the upper part. ^ 

The Augustine consent ^ The riiifls on which this 
convent is in a great measure built, and the quantity of 
antique objects found here by the principe di Biscari and 
now in his museum, lead to the supposition that this was 
the site of the curia and basilica ; the columns that de- 
corate the piazza S. Filippo were found within this convent 
prior to the earthquake of 1693. 

S. Maria Rotonda. This large octagon building, con- 
verted into a church, is suppos^ to have formed part of 
some extensive thermae , others of the same 'style in the 
vicinity having been found under the Benedictine piazza. 

In the strada S. Antonio n. 4 are ruins of ^n ancient 
bath with tooms and steps; the thick walls, water pij^a* 
and a pavement of white mosaic are still visible. 

The Forum J situated in the yard of S. Pantaleon^, 
formed a square with buildings sustained on the second 
fitory by pilasters. On the first now called the grotte di 
1$. Pantaleo iafe several roofs and a worked lava pave- 
ment, now used as shops ^ the remains of steps that led 
to the second story still exist , the ten rooms that are pre- 
served are now used as habitations. 

The Monastero delta SS. Trinitd contains a S. John 
Baptist by Soz^i, a S* Benedict and a deposition from the 
cross by Vitp d' Anna , a S. John Evangelist by Couoii* 

The Benedictine church and mon<3tJter^ Were rebuilt 
in 1735 : the church contains the following paintings^ : 
S. Gregorio over the right altar by Gamaccini , the mar« 
tyrdom of S. Placido and S. Flavia by Campolo , S* Be- 
nedict by Cavallucci , Tobias liberated by the angel and 
the institution of the Benedictine order in the sacristy, by 
Novelli. The sculptures in half relief of the choir, repre- 
senting biblical subjects , were designed and executed by 
Bagnasco; the organ resembles less a sim[de musical in- 
strument than a complete orchestra being composed of 2916 
tubes which imitate, when in motion, the sound of the voice; 
the wind and corded instruments have modulations that: 
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would be attained with diflSculty by the most skilful ar* 
tistes. It is the work of Donato del Piano who , by dint 
of genius, completed this wonderful (nrgan in the space of 
12 years. The meridian was traced by the celebrated pro- 
fessors Waltershaiisen and Peters. In the sacristy are nu- 
merous rich works embroidered with gold and silver; 
amongst these are the church decorations in sUk , inter-* 
mixed with weavings in gold, a gift of Queen Blanche; a 
gold reliquary decorated with gems is said to contain the 
nail which pierced our saviour's side^ it was presaited by 
king Martino. The terrace over the cupola commands a 
fine view of Etna with a part of the surrounding towns and 
country, Centorbi , Capo di Agosta , S. Groce and a great 
part of the Ionian sea. 

The Grande Ospizio. In the church are two chapels 
with four verde autico columns that sustain the tribune; the 
S. Francesco Xaverio baptizing a moor is hy an unknown 
author; S. Francesco Borgia by Tancredi , the Madonna, 
unknown ; S. Francesco Regis by Luca Fonti and S. Sta- 
nislas by Tuccari. 

The Franciscan comment contains the jacture repre- 
senting the Saint by Ganzi , and a holy family by Se- 
renario. 

In the Piazza Stesicora is a statue of Ferdinand 11 
by Call; many sepulchral inscriptions have been found on 
this spot which probably was a burying ground of the 
ancients. 

The Amphitheatre is supposed to have been built by 
the roman colony established by Augustus; on the intro- 
duction of Christianity into Sicily the materials were used 
for the city walls , and those that remained were applied 
by count Ruggero to build the cathedral ; die shape was 
elliptic, the walls and pilasters were of square lava blocks, 
the arches were composed of brick work , the cornice was 
of the doric order* The only parts of this monument hi- 
therto excavated are a part of the external wall , three 
arches that sustained the upper order, square lava blocks, 
the lower gallery, pilasters , a covered circular passage , 
ruins of seats and of an aqueduct \ the remaining part of 
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the cirieumference is buried under tlie Vico deJla Neve, the 
hospital of S. Marco , the piazza Stesicora, the S. Carcere 
and Penninello sUreets* 

Chiesa di S. Carcere. The great door is of the 
strange symmetrical style of the XI century , the archi- 
trave is sustained by four tows of pillars and the same 
number of pilasters ; on the summit are eight small base* 
ments surmounted by sculptures of various animals , and 
at the CKtremity is a statue of Frederick of Swabia seated 
in a curule chair; these animals repres^ting a tiger, a lion 
a monkey, an eagle and others, are emblems of the cha- 
racter of Frederick; the pillars are of the gothic style, the 
arabesques and ornaments of greek sculpture; near the 
right entrance is a small room said to have been the pri- 
son of S. Agatha, aud near the door is the chest in which 
her remains were deposited; her missal and prayer book 
are preserved in the church ; the painting over the high 
altar representing S* Agatha led to martyrdom bears the 
following inscription: 

Bemardinus Niger Orceous faciebat 1388. 

In the church of the Minori Osservanti is a ceno* 
taph supposed to have contained the body of S. Agatha 
when it was taken to G)n8tantinople. It is of calcareous 
stone, with bas*reliefs representing soldiers after a battle, 
a candelabre , two griffins with two latin crosses on the 
cover and a gothic tomb with the figure of the saint in- 
scribed with gothic characters. 

Church of the Minori riformati. At the right en* 
trance is a picture representing the Madonna delta Seg- 
giola with this inscription: 

Antonellus Messenius de Saliba hoc fecit opus 
die 2 julii 1497. 

The marble statue of the Madonna and child, over one of 
the altars on the right , is attributed to Gagini who exe* 
cuted the door of the Patemd chapel which is in the 
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fotUc style with small pillars at the angles; the bast of 
'aterno is said to be by Buonaroti, 

Temple of Ceres. The ruins consist of a wall that 
supports a flight of steps; the remains of foundations under 
the bastion . and those of an aqueduct are supposed to 
have belonged to this temple* A small marble bas-relief 
found in these ruins, and now in the museum of the Be- 
nedictine monks , represents a sitting figure with emblems 
of Gei'es , such as a basket filled with sheafs of wheat 
resting on the knees ; on the fragment of a lava cornice 
of the doric order is an inscription interpreted as follows: 

CataruB Cereri sacrum. 

To the west of the gardens belonging to the Benedictine 
convent is a part of 

The Aqueduct which braqches off in three directions, 
and once conveyed the waters from Licadia to Catania a 
distance of 16 miles , partly throu^ arches and partly 
underground. From Licadia it passed through Civita and 
Valcorxente where it received other ^springs , the Mister- 
bianco and the Tindaro waters; from the cqntrada Sarno 
near Yalcorrente, the channel was about pahns 2. 3. 6 
wide and 2. 6 in height; the waters passed through sixty 
arches 37. 6 palms high; some ruins of this aqueducf still 
exist between Licodia and Civita , part underground and 
a part on arches, and <m to Yalcorrente in the lava stone; 
the subterranean channel passes near Misterbianco ^ six 
arches, four entire and two in ruins with other fragments 
have been excavated in the. contrada Sarno. 

In various parts of the town and environs lava tubes 
belonging to the aqueduct have been found; in some more 
elevated points ancient wells dug to a great depth in the 
lava still exist with others in a sandy soil built with 
cylindric tubes of burnt clay. 

Catania contains museums , libraries and private 
collections of antiquities, fine arts, and natural history ; of 
iiome of these we shall give a brief description. 

The Biscari museumy opened to the public in 1758| 
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(Contains a collection 0/ inlerestiflg monuments formed by 
the prince Ignazio Biscari and consisting in* a great part 
of those found during archaeological researches in various 
parts of Sicily and principally in Catania* 

In the two court yards are sarcophagi and half-reliefs^ 
af the lower ages, in the centre is the statue of the prince, 
and those of Cleopatra holding the aspic, of Lucrezia in 
the act of stabbing herself, various busts of celebrated Ca- 
tanese, marble and granite columns and vases* The yard is 
paved with fragments of the pavement found in the an- 
cient forum. 

The adjoining room contains utensils , idols, various 
bronze, silver and copper articles interesting by the va- 
riety and beauty of the designs. Among the bronzes are 
figures of Adonis, of a wrestler, a drunken Faun, Antinous^ 
Julius C^sar, and statues of Venus, Hercules, Mercury and 
Apollo, 

In the gallery are a beautiful colossal marble torso 
ibund in the forum said to be by a greek sculptor, quan- 
tities of statues and busts , the walls are lined with in- 
scriptions and mosaics. One of the finest statues is that of 
a female^ Centaur in the act of running , unique in its kind, 
atid Pantasilea falling mortally wounded from her horse. 
The roof is sustained by columns with capitals and archi- 
traves, some with funerary emblems and amongst these a 
Nereid, conquered by Hercules , which belonged to the 
theatre. An urn found at S. Filippo d'Argiro has the fol-f 
lowing inscription on the base of the pedestal 

Diodorus Apollini 

which renders it probable that it contained the ashes of 
IHodorus of Argira \ amongst other marble monuments are 
quantities of roman weights, serpentine and granite columns. 
The five following rooms are filled with interesting 
objects : the first with rare vases found at Camerina, Gir^ 
genti and other placesinSicily and statues of Venus, Diana, 
Ceres , Hercules , Apollo and a very ancient figure said 
ta be from Egina. 

6 
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The second contains objects relative to natural history; 
shells , corals • Crustacea , fish etc. 

The third a variety of marbles , two small columns 
of lapislazzuli , stalactites, quartz crystal ^ volcanic pro- 
ductions of Etna and of other extinct Sicilian volcanoes. 

7*he fourth various sorts of amber , of marine organic 
fossils, and remains of elephants. 

^he fifth monsters of the human and brute species , 
animals embalmed and a small mummy. 

The sixth y fire arms of the early period of invention. 

The se^enthy armour of men and horses in the middle 
ages. 

The cabinet of medals preserved in the palace consists 
of 1000 consular coins many in silver, 4800 Roman Im- 
perial coins nearly all copper, others of the kings of Syria y 
a collection of imperial coins struck in the greek and latin 

1>rovinces , some Arabian , several Sicilian , 1500 of the 
ower ages and many intaglios. 

In one of the rooms are more than 60 paintings on- 
boards by Polidoro, in another two warriors by Rubens^ 
and several landscapes of the Neapolitan school. 

The cabinet of professor Gemellari contains objects 
of geology collected in Sicily, actual and fossile shells , a 
painting by Tintoretto , a bust of S. Barbara by Caracci/ 
a Lot by Pietro di Cortona , six hermits by Salvalor Rosa, 
a sketch of the Madonna della Seggiola attributed to Ra-* 
phael and a collection of insects. 

Gabinetto Scuderi i a collection of 200 paintings^ 
amongst which a Madonna and child by Tintoretto, a holy 
family, Garacci ; twO landscapes by Salvator Rosa , a head 
of Christ crowned with thorns by Caravaggio , a Madonna 
by Sebastiano of Venice, and a nne collection of 3000 en- 
gravings with many sketches by Menzoli, Ribera, Maratta, 
Polidoro, Salvator Rosa and others. In addition to these 
many ancient terra cotta works, amber, and objects of na- 
tural history. 

The Uniifersity ^ founded in 1444 by king Alfonso 
and protected by most of his successors , is a fine build- 
ing with a portico the arches of which are sustained by 
pilasters. 
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The Cabinet of Medals contains a series of gold , 
silver and bronze coins, some not published, of great in- 
terest in archaeology; the greater part of these medals were 
left to the university by Bishop Ventimiglia in 1783. 

The Library consists of 4000 volumes amongst which 
are several works of the early periods of printing: a Sto- 
ria di Troja of 1498 , the Pamphiton Sicalum of Cu- 
pani, Aulas Gellius of 1462 , Seneca 1475, Quintilian 
1471, the Capitoli del Regno printed at Messina by An- 
drea of Bruges in 1497, a Horace of 1470. It also con- 
tains the autograph of the Orto secco of Gupani and a 
codex on parchment in semi-gothic characters under the 
title of Consuetudines ci\ntatis Cathanias. 

The Accademia Gioena, placed in the building, wai 
founded in 1824 and has published highly interesting me- 
moirs in literature and science. 

Cabinet of natural history : various collections of 
mineralogy, of organic fossils, lava, and volcanic substances 
of Etna and of the extinct volcanoes in Val di Noto, and the 
tooth of a mastodontes , are d<mations by various distin- 
giiished professors. The Gioena ^Uection is composed of 
lithological productions of Vesuvius amounting to upwards 
of 1100 samples, 190 minerals of the Eolian isles, a series 
of rocks from Etna and the extinct volcanoes of the Val 
di Noto , 773 samples of Sicilian minerals exclusive of 
volcanic substances , 168 varieties of Sicilian marbles , a 
inineralogic collection of other countries in number 150 , 
samples of Sicilian jasper and agate, primitive atid other 
jrocks, petrified woods , organic fossils, shells amongst which 
a series of microscopic ones, dried fish, birds' nests with 
eggs, 440 samples of various coloured amber, 112 of amber 
filled with insects. 

The Alessi collection contains three cabinets of me- 
dals, one of greco-siculi cameos, idols, greco-siculi vases, 
minerals atid various sorts of shells. 

The Gagliani Cabinet is enriched with 2000 greco- 
siculi, punic and phsenician coins. 

That of the Caualiere Recupero contains a collection 
of sieuli coins in gold^ silver, bronze, and copper of Im^ 
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perialy NormfiD and Sicilian medals^ sotne greco-fiiculi figured 
vases, various minerals and other objects of natural history* 
Tn the picture gallery are a S. Lucia, S. Francesco, S. John, 
S. Rosalia by Novelli ; a satyr embracing a nymph attri- 
buted to Annibal Caracci, a Madonna by Polidoro, a S. Ca- 
therine school of Leonardo da \inci and several of the 
flemish school. 

Museum of the Benedictines i the library consists of 
about 20000 volumes vsrith numerous manuscripts^ a bible 
with gold miniatures , the rules of the Benedictine order 
in the Sicilian dialect, an old codex and about 3000 parch- 
inent6 in the archives* The museum comprizes five rooms. 
In the first are 80 greco^icuU, roman and etruscan vases, 
luany ^figured vases and terra cotta idols. In the second 
objects of natural history; in the third manufactured works 
of the middle ages ; in the fourth, fire arms, weights and 
measures, ancient machines and instruments^ lead and steel 
WOi^ks { the fifth contains greek and latin inscriptions, Las* 
reliefs of Polyphemus blinded by Ulysses, the supper ef 
TrimalciOf a Bacchanalian feast, cameos, medals, shells, 
and minerals^ the pictures represent a deposition from the 
(iross h\ Polidoro , a S. Catherine by Paolo Veronese, works 
by Novelli, finbens and Tuccari^ triitici and dittici of 
i;he Byzantine i^chool , cartoons of the death of Christ by 
Polidoro , of S. John Baptist by Guerciuo. 

The Moravigna cabinet contains a general geological 
collection, one of Sicilian and other' shells amounting to 1500 
species, a complete series of Etna minerals and rocKS , some 
minerals of Latinm, of the esctinct volcanoes of the Val di 
l^oXo and the &)Uan isles. 

Jn the Brusca gallery are yarious paintings on boards 
of the XIV century, a Madonna by Paolp Veronese, a For- 
tune by Rubens, a Madonnna by Guido, a portrait by 
Uibera, a ILagellatioi^, a 3# Jerome and S.Peter attributed 
to Pietro Perugino. 

The gallery of Pn/ice F'alsa^oja contains about 100 
pictures several of which deserve the attention of the ai-- 
tist and connaisseur. Catania manufactures silk , cotton and 
female ornaments. of amber of which 120 varieties of di^ 
ferent gradations in colour Are found on the shore. 



Digitized by 



Google 



43 

' ETNA.-, ■■'■' ^ ' ,; 

This celebrated volcano is upwards of lOOOO feet in 
height measured from the level of the sea> and 180 mile^; 
in circumference. From the base to the summit it may be 
divided into four regions; the first called Piedimonte co-, 
vers a space of about eight miles and displays meadows , 
vineyards , villages y towns and country houses ; the second 
regio^ the selvosa or nemerpsa is about five miles in 
extent , the slopes are rugged , covered with rock and se- 
cular trees such as the pine and ilexj the ancient lavai 
having 9 in the course of ages , become a vegetable soil 
produces flowers and aromatic plants. The third Region ^ 
the scoperta covers a space of three miles.; the fourth^ the 
deserta , on an extent of three other miles is prolon^d 
to the summit , the seat of eternal snow^ the soil consist- 
ing of scorias and ashes , and leading to t)ie platform in 
the centre of which is the crater, six mUes in circmnfe*- 
rence constantly emitting smoke ^ black sand , stones and 
ashes. 

The first region, taking Catania as the point of de-* 
partnre, may be said to comprize a space [of twelve miles^ 
At Fasano is the lava formed by the eruption of 1381 
in the strata of which are traces of vegetables, and organic 
fossils. It follows on to Gravina, Masaluccia^ Torre del 
Grifo situated 0^ the lava of 1535 to Nicolosi still the 
seat of eruptions, and to the Monti Jlo^si , situa^d. in if 
large sandy {Jain which sprung up du]:;ing th^ eruption 
of 1669 when the stream of lava issued from the bas^ 
of Etna and followed a cour^. of fourteen m^es ta the 
sea near Catania. Under the Monti Rossi : are grottqes m 
the vicinity of which once sto^d xhe Benedictine n^anas* 
ferj built in 1156 hy the Conte di Poliqastro, thc] nephew 
of Count Rug^ero, and a small town .named Guardif^ 
destroyed by an eruption. 

At this point commences the second region , deprived 
o( water and covered with oak and fir trees of large pro- 
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pordons. The first station is at the Grotta delle capre , 
capable of containing hut few individuals , thence after a 
further ascent at the Casa degV Inglesi consisting of three 
rooms y a kitchen and stable built in 1810 when the English 
army occupied Sicily; the third and fourth regions are 
Comprized within the ascent from this spot to the crater 
whence in serene weather the view extends over the whole 
of Sicily, the islands along her coasts, and Malta. 

The mountain which has the form of a cone embraces 
other mountains. At the base of the craler, on the eastern 
side, are remains of the Torre del Filosofo which has 
given rise to many fables ; by some it was a temple erected 
to the nymph Tlialia , the mother of the Palici, or to "VuU 
can ; by others it was the residence of Enipedocles in his 
excursions to Etna from which circumstance its appella- 
tion is derived \ it has been ascertained by GemellarOj a 
celebrated naturalist of Catania, that it was an altar of 
a Roman construction raised to Jupiter, 

The spot called Tre Castagne^ situated on a volcanic 
mountain , is one of the most interesting points of the 
Etnean regions. Numerous green vallies are interspersed 
with mountains and hills sloping to the foot of the ma- 
jestic volcano and terminating in plantations of olives, com, 
"vineyards and fruit trees. 

Since 1804 the ascent to Etna has become easier than 
that to Vesuvius , the principal obstacles having been re- 
moved under the direction of Gemellaro the naturalist 
already mentioned , but in undertaking this ascent in the 
latter part of summer it is necessary to provide proper 
clothing, the temperature being successively that of the 
torrid, the temperate, and the icy zone. It is necessary to 
leave Catania at an early hour so as to reach the Casa 
degli Ipglesi befbre sunset , after midnight to set out for 
the summit in order to arrive in time to view from that 
height the sublime spectacle of sunrise*, the return to 
Catania may be easily effected in the second day. 
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Eruptions of Etna. 

The number of these eruptions down to the present 
day amounts to 75 , twelve of which are prior to the 
Christian era. The most remote eruption recorded in history 
and mentioned in the Argonauts of Orpheus was that of 
the heroic times , and Thucydides speaks of those that oc- 
curred at the period of the early Greek settlements in Si- 
cily \ of those that followed the reader will find a state* 
ment in the following 
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Epochs Places and direction 

N.i. Under theSicaniansi, From the sides of Etna. 

2. 750 years later. 

3. 477 years R C. 

4. 427 

5. 396 — -T" From the summit, the lava passing 

between Capo Schisd and S. 
Tecla,^ 

6. 350 years after the 

foundation of 
Rome. 

7. 600 — ~ 

8. Under the Consuls 

M. Emilius^nd 
L. Orestes. 

9. 637 after the found- 

ation of Rome. 
-10. Shortly before the 
wai* between Cae- 
sar and Pom- 

pey* 

1 1. Before the death of 
Cssar. 
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12. 



13. 
14. 

15. 
16 
17. 

18. 
19. 
20. 
21. 
22. 



Places and direction 
From the sides of Etna. . 
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Epochs 

During the war 
' betwefti Octa- 

vian Caesar and 

Sextns Pompey. 
A. D. — 40 
At the period of 

Vespasian. 
A.D.— 254 

— — 420 

— — 842 

— — 1169 
Under Frederick I 

A. O. -i— 1285 Tovrards the easU 

— — 1323 

— — 1329 



23. 
24. 
25. 



26. 
27. 

28. 
29. 



— 1333 

— 1381 

— 1408 



— 1444 

— 1446 

— 1447 

— 1536 



30. — — 1537 



31. — 


— 1566 


3^ — 


— 1567 


33. — 


— 1578 


34. — 


— 1579 



By the the Musarra rock to the 
east crossing the lands of Aci 
in die direction of Catania* 

From Gravinii to Fusano. 

From the crater^ three miles abore 

S. Nicolo where nine mouths 

opened* 

The current opened in the Mu- 
sarra rock. - 

From the crater* 

After its emission from the crater 
the lava divided into 12 streams 
between the Monte Manfr^ and 
Vitieri: in its descent it took 
first to the east) then to Ran- 
dazzo and the south. 

From the Sparvieri hill by S.Ni- 
colo J If icolosi and Monpelieri. 
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Epochs Places and' dftectii^n - \ 

35. A. D. — 1603 From tbe crater -^' ^ ^-'' 

36. — ,— . 1607 Frorii the crater to the es^ sp4. 

from the sides towards tW ^Mu 

37. — — 1610 From the sides towards the^^iirest. 

38. — — 1644 From the crater and the sides by 

Riifldazzo. 

39. — — 1634 Flt)iH the sides , dividing into two. 

branches, one towards tne sonth, 
the other to the -east; 

40. — — 1648 Frbm the sides. 

41. — _ 1651 d.*- 

42. — • — 1669 I^rom the sides, running first sonth, 

then east, destroying many villas, 
various towns and villages, viz: 
Motipelieri, Misterbianco, S. Pie- 
tr6 , Gampo rotondo j Torre di 
grifd, and passing over the walls 
' of Catania. It did immense da- 

' ^ tfiage to this city. 

43. — — • 168i Goli^tn6nced at a short distance from 

the summit^ followed on to the 
east, and stopped- at the M usar- 
ra ^ock. 

44. — — * 16^ Prott tlie ierater , iieiading |o the 

east^ filling up three nnles of 
the Valle del Bue. ; : 

45. — •— 166d "th^ lava issued fit)m the side»<)f 

the mountgfJh near, thie Valle del 

;• • ' &K',' towards the ie^at, au^d stqp- 

" '« *^«Jita^,.jg^ Viirge- valley called 

46. — —^'1698 Frotal t^S crater# This ernj>ti6n>is 

■ '^ ' celebi'afte<I M Sicify. It was ac- 

compan'&d vf ith earthquakes 
r'x* which <le^royed- 60 towns pal*- 

f rr*7> tieularly Catania. 

47. -*- ^ J3p t694 Issued' from the crater. 
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Epochs Places and direction 

48. A. D. i— 1702 fiy three months on the eastern nde; 

the laya diyiding into sevaral 
branches took the direction of 
the Yalle di Calenda on a space 
of three miles* 

49. m^ — 1727 From the crater and proceeded to 

the west. 

50. — — 1732 From the crater to the wesU 

51. — « '— 1735 From the crater by three branches 

towards Mascali, Lingnarossa, 
and Bronte. 

52. — — 1736 From the crater. 

53. — — 1744 

54. — , .— 1747 From the crater to the east into 

the Yalle del Bae. 

55. **- «— 1755 From the crater and sides forming 

two currents, one to the soutl^ 
the pther to the east. In the 
plain behind the rock of Ma^ 
. sarra apother crater opened from 
which a stream of lava issued. 

56. — • — 1759 From tjie crater and sides running 

through the valley ofTrifoglietto. 

57. <-* *-T .1763 From the mdes at the spot called 

Tacca del Barile towards the 
east. 

58. — •— 1776 From thfe sides at the place called 

thePo/mci following the direction 
to the east 9 south and west. 

59. — -^ 1780 From the crater and sides running 

to the west and east. 
60 — — - 1781 From the crater and sides towards 

the east and ending in the Yalle 

del Bue. 
61. — - — « 1787 From the crater and sides flowing 

south and south east. 
63. — «- 1792 From the crater and sides, taking 

various directions by Adem6| 

the Yalle di Trifoglietto etc. 
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63. 
64. 
65. 
66. 


Epochs 

— — 1798 

— — 1799 

— — 1800 

— — 1802 


67. 
68. 


_ 


— 1805 

— 1809 


69. 


— 


— 1810 


70. 


— 


— 1811. 


71. 
72. 


— 


— 1819 

— 1831 
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Places and direction 
From the crater. 

From the crater and sides to the 
east. 

Within the crater to the east. 

From the crater and sides in va- 
rious directions. 

From the highest crater with an 
emission of flames. 

From the sides in different di« 
rections. 

In the interior; the lavas that issued 
followed to the north. 

73. — i— 1832 From the sides at Manca del 

Sorbo in sundry directions. 

74. — — 1838 Towards the Torre del Filosofo 

and the south east. 

75. — — 1842 Into the Valle del Bue. 

JOURNEY ROUND THE SIDES . 
OF ETNA. 



At a distance of 4 miles £rom Catania is Mister-- 
bianco^ a town of about 4000 inhabitants. To the left on 
Monte Cardillo are ruins of a triangular monument^ alto- 
gether unknown; on the opposise mountain are those of 
an ancient square building. 

Paternd , 7 'L miles from the above place , con- 
tains a population ot about 14000 souls. In uie opinion 
of Cluverius^ Patem6 is the £;reat Hybla mentioned by 
Thucjdides, Pausanias and other greek historians , a fact 
confirmed by the ruins existing in its vicinity and the 
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topographical position of Hybla, situated on n monnt- 
ain 12000 paces from Gitama with the adjacent lands^ 
The honey of its fields, was celebrated and the goddess 
Hybleia was held in veneration. The river Symettus near 
Patemd is now the Giarretta. At a spot called Bella 
Cortina , three miles from the town, are ruins of a sump- 
tuous bath consisting of aqueducts, basin and rooms; the 
walls are built with large square lava blocks, the central 
room, though square, terminating in a cupola. 

Not far from Paternd is a grotto called by the Sici- 
lians the grotta del fracasso from the noise produced by 
the melting snows of Etna which issue at a distance 
of 110 paces and form a swamp that renders the air 
unhealthy* 

The environs of Paternd abound in ferruginooa and 
sulphureous springs. The Maimonide fountain countains 
particles of iron \ the S. Blasi valley alabaster of various 
colours. The tusk of a Mastodontes 9 palms in length, now 
in the Gioena museum at Catania, Was found in the 
calcareous grounds of Paterno. 

At a distance of 6 '/^ miles is licodia situated on 
the top of a hill opposite the majestic Etna ; the popula- 
tion is about 5000. It is supposed to stand on the ruins 
of Eubea, a city built by the Leontini, which no longer 
existed in the times of Strabo* Near this town is an an- 
tique square basin called the Capo d*acqua with abundant 
springs and four arcades formed of large square lava blocks 
through which passed the waters of the aqueduct that 
supplied Catania. 

Six miles further is Ademb population about 11000 
situated on the side^ of Etna and so called from a Norman 
castle once inhabited by the Norman counts , but no longer 
the seat of a baronial coi^rt. It is now a prison for ma* 
lefactors; its only remains are a tower. This town contains 
some fine buildii^s decorated with lava columns. The an* 
cient Adranuniy according to Diodorus was built by Dio- 
nysius in the I year of the XGV Olympiad , four centuries 
before the Christian era and was so called from Adra^ 
nils , the father of the Palici to whom a sumptuous temple 



Digitized by 



Google 



51 

was dedicated; the worship 6f this god wa^' secret. Of this 
temple th^ra remains a fragment composed of square blocks 
of enormous size and near it are ruins of a bath , of an 
ancient edified on which staiids the church of S. Maria 
Id scala y and a portion of the city walls composed of 
square lava blocks each 14 palms broad; these walls were 
fortified with small square towers. The country about Ader- 
no is very fertile \ numerous springs in their descent from 
Etna meet with blocks of lava and form beautiful cascades. 
To the west of the town is a bridge built with lava blocks 
without cement called Carcacij extending 200 paces to the 
banks of the Symettus ; it was built during the servile war. 

Bronte , 12 miles from Ademo , population 8870. 
This name is said to be> derived |rom one of the Cyclops 
or more properly from the thundering noise of Etna. This 
town with that of Maniaci constituted the Duchy granted 
by Ferdinand I to Lord Nelson. 

Maniaci , 7 miles from Bronte , is situated near an 
ancient city founded by the Bizantine general Maniaces 
of which the church alone remains* It is of the gothic 
style, the arches form an acute, those of the nave an 
obtnse, angle \ the eight columns have capitals ornamented 
with leaves. It was Euilt in 1114 by Margaret, the mother 
of William IL 

Randazzo y 12 miles from Bronte, with 5220 inha- 
bitants, is the ancient Tissa\ mentioned by Ptolemy, a 
small town still preservii^g it^. ancient walk. The castle 
and the church of Santa Maria are in the Norman style, 
the door and arches of the portico have acute angles, the 
door is decorated with light columns and bas-reliefs , the 
portico suritiounted by two towers. The church was founded 
by Giovani^a di Randazzo, and coatains some fine paint- 
ings repreisentiug the martyrdom of S. Peter, that of 
S* Andrew and an Assumption by Velasquez. , . 

Near the village of Mafvagna, si:sc miles from Bandaszo^ 
is a chapel of the Byzantiijie style,. of a square iovvt^ ter- 
minating in a cupola, thre^ of the sides being semircir* 
cular with four arched wii^dpws^ several tombs have been, 
Ibund in the ro|cks situated near the towfi together with 
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medals , utensils , iron and hmate ams and terra cotta 
works. The woods of Ragabato and Lmguarossa abound 
in game* 

Idnguarossa contains about 4000 inhabitants. 

Piedimonte 3300 , and is 16 miles from Randaeao, 9 
from Giardini , 29 '/. fr«m Messina. 

OF THE TOWNS IN THE PROVINCE 



OF CATANIA 



: Assoro^ 55 iiiile« from Catania, 3000 inliabitants. The 

^origin of this town is attributed to the Siculi or the Sica« 
nians who 8ele<^ted high spots for their dwellings. At the 
greek period it resisted the attacks of Dionysius, remained 
faithful to the Carthaginians, but subsequently submitted 
to the Syraci^sans. It became subject to Borne and through- 
out the Punic wars never look part with the Carthagi- 
nians; on the road which led to Enna stood a temple ae- 
^/ dicated to Chrysa. In the middle ages it belonged to the 
\ relations of count Ruggiero from whom it passed into the 
. domains of the Alalgon and Montecatena barons, and in 1393 
king Martino gave it to the Valguamera family. 
^— Callagirone^ 46 miles from Catania, population 22000 
. is supposed to be the ancient Gehnium^ mentioned by Pliny 
. and Ptolomey. In its territory are numerous caverns of 
' very fine clay used by the inhabitants in making coloured 
statues representing the costumes of the Sicilian peasantry. 
-^— Castiglioney o4 miles frm Catania, population 3800. 
The period of its foundation is uncertain ; the walls are 
composed of large superimposed blocks and there are re- 
mains of large cisterns that once formed part of a double 
ibrtress* 
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Centorbi^ 24 miles from Catania tmh about 6000 
inhabitants. This place records the name and site of tbe 
ancient Centoripa or Centuripe a Sicanian town, placed 
on tbe sides o£ Etna near tbe Sjmetbus. It was a repablic 
of the second order at the period, of the Greco-siculi and is 
mentioned' £9r the fir^ time in history by Diodorus when 
it received an embassy from Agrigentum , and by Thnci*- 
dides at the period of the Athenian wars in Sicily, bat it 
was of some importance in the times of Gelon, and Dio« 
dorus relates that it was tbe ally of Syracuse at the period 
of the second t)ionysius. Having made a voluntary sub- 
mission to the Romans it was admitted to the latin citi- 
zenship and was a rich and considerable town when des^- 
E oiled by Verres. It 'was mkied' by Seztus P.ompey, restored 
y. Augustus, Nourished under the Emperors, the Saracens 
and Normans, but was destroyed to its foundations in 1233 
•by Frederick II* The m:odem Centorbi was built on its 
xuins by Francesco Moncada, count of Aderno, in 154&* 
The ruins of the ancient town have produced fragments 
of statues, columns., capitals, sepulchral urns, tombs, 
mosaic pavements , beautifully shaped vases, cameos, gold 
and silver otoan^ts, and stuccoes representing Jupiter and 
Osiris , but the^ most remarkable oi these antiquities is a 
vase in clay, slqw in the Pisani collection at Palermo. It 
\& of rough coarse execution with irregular characters, a 
proof of its high antiqoity, and is referred by the learned 
fSeifcia to. the ep6ch of Epicarmus and Empedocles when 
the Pythagorean doctrine was s{nread in Sicily and parti- 
jcularfy at Centorbi where Pythagoras, as stated by Por-. 
phiry, persuaded Silicus to depose the reins of government. 

Cerami , 44 miles from Catania , population 4600, 
was founded by a greek colony. It was taken by the Saracens, 
and at their expulsion was given by Count Ruggiei*o to 
his nephew the Comit Policastro. 

Erice, founded by Ducetius , derives its name from 
the river now called o. Paolo. Erice attained some cele- 
brity when Diony^ius reigned at Syracuse and Callias, who 
lived in a posterior age , attests that it was destroyed at 
his time* 



Digitized by VjOOQ iC 



54 

Oq^qpiOy 88 miles from Gfttaxtw^ 3500v>i|l)kafiitimts^ 
the ancient I'Ga/eriir or Galaria, li- ja^isjated'bvjl^odo- 
rus th^t this town sent a thousand '4»t&ens to th^ueconr 
of Entella. Jbeseiged by the Gartha^aians y and thlltTtwy 
were all killed in battle. In the wiar' against AgadiocIeK 
Galeria was taken by Democrates ti^ho was driv^i ont of 
•the town by Passiglio ^ the ministeT of AgaCiK)cles. It be- 
came a feadal properly of the T^eschi of Ca|^lii9^ and 
subsequently of other barons. ■ ' hy\\;,^/'i ' 

Qr€unichele, 42 miles from Gatauia^ popnl^pOb^BSOO, 
a town founded by the Branciforte family who ped]^Ied it 
with ithe inhabitants of Ocdiiala which was destroyed in 
the earthquake of 1693. 

LB(mfortej 58 miles from Gatania, popolatioti 10600j 
of recent foundation, is situated near the site of the flncimt 
Tavi y on which are ruins of a town supposed to be those 
of Tahas^ The church of the Gappuccini- oontainsi ^veir 
the high altar an assumption' by Morrealese in the Bcan« 
ciforte chapel , a Madonna '^ith the child and angels by 
d' Arpino , a Paradise and hell with smaU figures by the 
Beato AngeUco da Fiesole. 

Masoaliy 22 miles from Gatania, population 3200. It 
is asserted , by Gluverius and other historians diat this town 
OGcufMies the site of the ancient Gailipoii^ «ne of the Chal^ 
cydic coloniesj^ which was in niins at the time of Strabo; 
of the seven towers that flanked the. walls two alone re* 
rnaio* The town was given by Count Ruggiero to the Bishop 
of Gatania and his successoris. . / .. 

- 'MiliteUoy 30 ipttiles from Gatania ^populati^in 9000, 
an ancient city said to have. been 'founded by the Mile* 
sians- 500 years before Ghrist; the greater part ofits ter- 
ritory is formed of dncient calcareous and. Basaltic lata. 
« ^ Minio^ 38 miles from Gatania ^ popt|lation 8277, the 
ancient Mence^ Menenum^ or Menufn^y ^ word derived in 
the opinion of Bochart from the punic Mcmaim signifying 
encampments Minio is situated on the top>of a hill bathed 
by the Eryx, 

Motta S. Ariastasiay 6 miles from Caiaikiaf,^ 2200 
inhabitants; some greek inscriptions and Q)>JG^ts -of anti* 
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quity found H this place are proofs: of its ancient origin. 
The tower built by Count Ruggiero stands on a kill formed 
of lava and to tbe east is a row of basaltic columns. 

JVicosia , 48 miles from Catania, population 13151. 
Whether or not this town be the ancient Imacara or Er- 
bita, it is very ancient; according to Cluverius, Erbita was 
renowned in Greek and Roman times. Ai-chcmdes with co- 
lonies of this city founded Alessd and Calata. It was 
destroyed by the Saracens and restored by the Normans 
who peopled it with Lombard and French, for which reason 
the inhabitants speak a language mixed with French and 
Lombard words. It contains *lhe ruins of a castle and two 
towers situated on the summit of i^ocks united by a wall. 
In the cathedral is a picture representing S. Lorenzo of 
the Neapolitan school •, the frescoes and oil paintings in the 
church of S. Vincenzo are by Borremans. In S. Biagio are 
various paintings by Velasquez. 

JVissoria , 50 miles &om Catania, 1468 inhabitants. 
This place, commenced in the last century, is situated in 
the midst of a fertile and beautiful country near the rock 
of Sarto, known by historians under the name of Serlone. 
This Norman chief, betrayed by Brahin, kaid of Enna, was 
killed on this rock while defending himself against a nu-* 
merous band of Saracens. 

Palica^ 33 miles from Catania. This town was founded 
by Ducetius king of the Siculi in the III year of the LXXXI 
Olympiad or 459 years before the present era , near the 
Naphtia or the Palici lake from which it derived its name. 
It was surrounded with walls and decorated with a temple 
to the Palici gods. It was rich and powerful but fell like 
the adjacent towns under the arms of Syracuse, as related 
by Diodorus. The Palici lake is circular in form, 630 palms 
in circuit and 17 deep •, its waters o£ a greenish colottr 
emit a bitumenous odour. 

Raddusa ^ 30 miles from Catania, population 415. 
Its territory abounds in solfatare , fossil salt , gypsnm 
and sulphureous waters. 

Rammaca^ 30 miles from Catania, population 1850, 
belongs to the Gravina family and forms a prinqipality. 
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Regalbuto , 40 miles from Catania^ population 8000^ 
is supposed by Gluverius to be the ancient Amaselam si'^ 
tuated, according to EKodorus , between CenCoribi aud Ar- 
gira« It was inhabited by the Saracens and after their ex- 
pulsion was granted by Count Ruggiero to the Bishop of 
Messina. 

San Filippo d* A gird , 49 miles from Catania , po- 

Jmlation 7150. Agira is a very ancient town which existed 
ODg before the arrival of the greek colonies. It derived 
its name from Agirides its founder, as related by Diodorus, 
though in the opinion of other hi^orians it was so called 
from the silver mines in its'vicinity* It was celebrated by 
the worship of Hercules who established sacrifices, erected 
temples , and civilized the inhabitant who adopted him 
as their tutelar divinity. Under a popular government, 
through the fertility of the soil and die industry of its 
citizens it attained a certain degree of power , but the 
proximity to Syrasuse was fatal to its fortunes. Timoleon 
compelled Apolloniades , the tyrant of Argira , to depose 
his functions , subjected the town to Syracuse, and obliged 
it to receive a colony of ten thousand greeks. This was 
the period of the greatest spleodour of Argira when tem- 
ples, with other monuments and the theatre were erected 
of which no trace remains. It fell under the Roman yoke, 
and suffered by the dilapidations of Verres. It was the 
birth {dace of Diodorus. 

The gospel was preached in this city by S. Philip, a 
disciple oi S. Peter, who died at Agiro and has since been 
consnlered the johief protector of the/ city •, from him it 
has assumed its. name. It was occupied by the Saracens 
and in the feudal times by different baarons but since the 
XVII century it forms part of the royal domain. The inn 
mense grottoes in its vicinity are celebrated in fable* 

Trinacria , situated at. a short distance to the south 
of Palica, was founded by the Siculi of whose dominion it 
was one of the principal towns. . It declared war against 
the Syracusans who levelled it with the ground. 

Troina , 40 miles from Catania , population 7400. 
The origin of this town is lost in the obscurity of ages. The 
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bhiirch built by Count Ruggiero preserves on the east^ 
side some traces of its primitive style. 

Fizzini , 40 miles from Gitania, population 1 1600 ; 
its origin is uncertain but tbe town is veiy ancient. 

Zaffarano , 18 miles from CaUnia with 240U iriha- 
l>itants is situated on the sides of Etna. 

FROM CATANIA TO SYRACUSE. (1). 

At the distance of a mile from the Catania ga'te are 
the mineral waters called Aequo santa ; the extensive plains 
situated beyond these waters produce abundance of corn 
and are fertilized by the Simeto , the largest river in Si- 
cily, which takes its source in the Monti Sordo, S. Paolo 
and Solazzo. 

The Lake of Lentini^ formerly the Herculeus lacusj 
is 18 miles in circuit; to the north are remains of an 
elliptic edifice consisting of large blocks without cement 
and those of an aqueduct. 

Near the lake is Lentini (2), the ancient Zen/mu/n, once 
ranked amongst the most powerful cities of Sicily, the ^ 
foundation of v^hich is attributed to the Lestrigones or 
Sicanians. It was taken by Timoleon, was the ally of Rome, 
possessed temples , public edifices , a palestra , but was , 
laid waste in the servile war. Its territory was called by 
Cicero caput rei frumentarice et uberrimam Sicilias 
partem-^ some ruins of towers, aqueducts, walls and square / 
blocks of stone are all that remains of this once celebrated 
city. 

Carlentiniy with a population of about 4000 souls, 
is a small town founded by the Emperor Charles Y. 

• Ten miles from Lentini is Morganzio situated near the 
coast, and founded by the Morgati when they were expulsed 
from iEnotria, and enlarged by the Sicani and Siculi on 



(t) Distance 44 miles a new carriage road* 
<2) Hotel del Lione, 



Digitized by 



Google 



_ 58 
their arrival on these shores. Its possession was contended 
for by the Romans and Carthaginians-, in the time of Strabo 
it was in ruins and was finally destroyed by the Saracens. 

Cn Stella delta JSraca owes its origin to Giovanni 
Sebastide in the year 1467. Near it are the ruins of 
Trotilo founded , according to Thucidydes, by the Mega- 
rians when the colonies from ChalcU were enlarging Catania; 
besides some fragments of buildings there are vestiges of 
pavements and 6i an ancient bath. 

The distance between Lentini and Syracuse is 20 
miles and 15 from the latter place to Agosta^ a town of 
about 8600 inhabitants situated on the Ionian sea at Capd 
S. Croce the ancient Taurus. The origin of Agosta is lost 
in the night of ages ; it is supposed to have risen out of 
the ruins of Megara , and Megara from those of the little 
Hybla. When the Greeks under Theocles landed in these 
parts it was occupied by the Lamii who called it Megara 
from their country in Greece, as related by Strabo and 
Thucydides , and when taken by Gdon^ the wealthy citi- 
zens settled at Syracuse ; the people , according to Hero- 
dotus were sold at auction. It was restored h-^ Gelon, taken 
by Marcellus in the second Punfc war and destroyed 
to its foundations by Pompey. It was rebuilt h^ Augustus 
from whom its present name is deriv^ and was subjected 
to many changes in the middle ages, bat in 1567 it fell 
into the possession of the crown. It was the biith place 
of Epicarmus the inventor of comic drama. To the right 
of Syracuse is Melilli celebrated by the excellent quality 
of its honey, and supposed to have been one of the largest 
Sicilian towns , some antiquaries deriving its origin from 
Megara, others from one of the Hyblas. It is supposed to be 
the castle which successfully resisted the attacks of Nicias. 
In the ancient gixutoes of its vicinity , lachrimatory v^ses, 
lamps, tombs and I'emains of aqueducts have been found. 

To the left of the road are ruins of an ancient mo- 
nument consisting of a square pedestal, apparently that 
of an obelisk, supposed to have been raised to commemorate 
some victory. 

Opposite, on a neck of land is Magnisiy the ancient 
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Tapsus mentioned by Virgil, Ovid and other writers. It 
is related by Thucydides mat the Lamii founded at this 
*pot a town which they peopled from Megara. 

Ascending the greek steps that lead to Syracuse y to 
the rigbjt are various grottoes or Latomie* 



SYRACUSE (1). 



Was called by Homer the city of the sun (Odiss. 
B. XII ). This metropolis of Sicily was considered by the 
historians, poets and, philosophers of Greece as one of the 
first in the world* It was composed of four parts: Ortigia, 
Acradina, Tica aud Neapolis, the Epipolis being enclosed 
within the walls which were thirty miles in circumference, 
and according to the most accurate historians it contained 
in the days of its greatest splendour a populiation of two 
millions of souls. 

Its origin is lost in the days of fable. Diodorus slates 
that Diana , Proserpine, Venus and Minerva were brought 
up in the fields of Enna , that Diana possessed the isle of 
Syracuse , Ortigia, According to Hesiod it was inhabited 
by the descendants of Saturn , by the Cyclops, times ce- 
lebrated by poets in the fables Oi Anopus , Ciane, Alceus 
and Arethusa. Heridules , after the defeat of Eryx, offered 
sacrifices to Proserpine at Syracuse. 

It was inhabited by the Sicanians, Etolians and Siculi, 
was taken by Archia« of Corinth in the II or III year of 
the V Olympiad, 755 years before the Christian era , a 
date ascertained from the marbles of Paros. Its appel- 
lation is derived from a marshy soil to the south of Nea- 
polis called Sjraco , a word attributed to fabulous times. 

When ^nci^eased in population Syracuse sent out co- 
lonies, founded Acri 665 years B. C, restored Enna in 645 
and Canierina in 680. Its greatest Prince was Gelon who 
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defeated Amilcar at Imera and employed the African pri- 
soners in the embellishment of the city, already the first 
in Sicily in arms , agriculture and commerce, Gelon re- 
ceived at his court Simonides , Pindar , Eschilus , Xe- 
nophon and other illustrious Greeks. After the war with 
Agrigentum , Syracuse destroyed Trinacria and subjected 
to her empire nearly all the cities of Sicily. 

Diodorus narrates the wars of Syrapuse against the 
Leontini and the Athenians. Dionysius 1 destroyed the 
republican form of government and waged war with the 
Carthaginians. His son Dionysius II received at his court 
Dio, Plato, Eschines, several Pithagoricians of Italy and 
Sicily. He was expelled by Timoleon and became a schocd 
master at Corinth. Agathocles seized the reins of gOvemt«> 
ment and was succeeded by the second Gelon who com- 
menced the Punic wars. The siege of Syracuse by the Ro- 
mans under Marcellus , signalized by the brillant defense 
of Archimedes, lasted three years and ended in the capture 
of this illustrious city which remained under the depen- 
dance of Rome. 

In subsequent times it was governed by the Emperors, 
was frequently besieged by the Saracens , taken by the 
Normans , devastated by plague , famine and earthquakes, 
and is now reduced to Ortigia alone,, an island situated 
between two bays forming the great and little ports, and 
communicating by means of a bridge with the maint land. 

Amongst the monuments that decorated the ancient 
city were the following: In Acradina^ the temples of Juno, 
Concord , Esculapius , Bacchus; In Tica that of Fortuaei; 
In Neapolis those of Ceres and Proserpine of which not 
8 vestige remains. In this and in Q^her parjts of the ani- 
cient city, are remains of the temp]e of Minervft, columns 
of the temple of Diana and of the Olympian Jove, ruins 
of the amphitheatre, ojT the theatre, ^he latOQiie, baths, the 
fountain of Arethusa and the catacombs. 

Temple of Minerva now the cathedral. The doors^ 
as stated by Cicero in his pleading against Verres, were 
inlaid with gold and ivory; on the summit stood the statue 
of the goddess holding a nronze shield. The^ temple faced 
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the east and was adbnied with 36 flated columns with 
base and capitals rising m gradation on three lines of 
ateps ; at the pronauswere four columns of a minor dia- 
ineter; the length, taken from the third line of steps , is 
218. 2, the breadth 86 '/* palnfts; of these columns there 
still exist nine on the south , and eleven on the north 
aide of which four are entire and formed of three blocks 
skilfully united ; their height , comprizing the capital , is 
33 '/4 palms ^ the temple was of the Doric order. In the 
inferior of the present church are a baptismal font and 
the catacombs of S. Giovanni, at the tribune a painting 
of the Madonna o£ the greek school and a fresco by 
Agostino Scilla. 

On the steps leading to the bishop's residmce is a 
Corinthian marble capital with a greek inscription to Hie- 
rocles and all the gods of Syracuse, 

Temple of Diana : of this temple, also mentioned by 
Cicero, there remiaiii only two doric columns with sixteen 
fiutings ; their : diameter is 7 palms , the intercolo'nnade 
6 '/s ) the height with the capital 32. 

To the west near the walls is the Fountain of 
Ar^ihusa^ celebrated by the poets of antiquity , and de* 
dicated to Diana; the water fell into a large basin filled 
with fish consecrated to the goddess; it is now merely aa 
abundant fountain used for washing linen. The poets 
not knowing from what spot the waters originated , ima* 
gined thart they were diose of the river Alpheus which 
flowed, by a subterranean passage, from Arcadia to Sicily 
without mixing with the sea. In cutting the isthmus of 
Oritigia, the present Syracuse, under the reign of Charles V, 
a large body of -water was seen to issue and at the same 
time the fountain atopped, but when the isthmus was re- 
paired the waters resumed thekr usual course, a proof that: 
they have their source in the mountains* 

The Castello Maniaci was built on the ruins of the 
ancient castle when Syracuse was takeoi by Mat^iaces a 
general of the Greek Emperor. It contains a marble door, 
rooms formed of square blocks with acute arches sustained 
by ccdumos with 4tapital4 and various doors in the acute 
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style ; many remains of gothic archifectare exist in tht 
houses of tins town* At the ^ight entrance to the castle 15^ 

The Bagno delta Regina , a snhterranean quadri* 
lateral chamber payed with marhle, having a lon^ winding 
staircase of fine constroction. 

In the Gasa Gatalano, vico dell' CHiva, is another long 
staircase leading to a bath cut out of the rock and sur* 
rounded with seats and niches* 

Near the church of S- Filippo Neri at the end of 
some winding steps is a well which receiTes the water from 
an aqnedoct cat in the rock. 

The Museum contains various works in terra cotta , 
marble, bronzes, inscriptions, and sarcophagi found in the 
vicinity of the tovm ; amongst these is a Venns of Parian 
marble 7 palms in height with a shell and dolphin at her feet. 
It was excavated, with a statue of E^culapius in 1804, in 
the catacombs of tlie Bonavia gardens , both these statues 
are greatly injured. The museum contains also a beautiful 
colossal head of Jupiter, a torso size of nature, and nume- 
rous fragments of architecture. 

In the Library^ consisting of about 9000 voltmes, there 
is a nomismatic collection of gi-eco-siculi and roman medals. 

The Nava collection of greco-sicali coins and antique 
eameos with inscriptions is deserving of notice. To the 
south- of Orligia, at the entrance to the great port, is the 
Occhio delta Zilica^ supposed to be the river Alpheus , 
and to the north of the small port are the ruins of a 
tower raised by A^thocles. On quitting Ortigia, to the right 
of the road leading to Arcadioa , are a column and fane 
basements ia marble bat it is not known to what edifice 
they belonged. In the eastern -part of Neapolis, about three 
quarters of a mile from Ortigia and to the right of the 
rock called 'the Roccia del graniti is 

The u4mphitheatre dvLg in the slope of a hill except 
on the southerti side. 

Its largest axis is palms 272. 10 

smallest » 154. 

)ength, » 33. 

Ill the centre of the arena is a large rectangular cistern 
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witb two pilasters ; the water pa^ed tliro«gIi an aqueduct 
situated on the southern side ^ the wall of the podium en* 
circling the arena is it) '/« P^li^s high and has nuo^rf 
denoting the respective places ; eight doors led from the 
arena to the ambulacrum which has no communication 
with the cavea ; the, two principal ones are at the end of 
the axis, four private entrances led by a passage, and mm 
tindergrouad flight of steps, to the four doors of the cavea. 
Two precincliones divide the seats into three partitions , 
to the east nine covered corridors led to the seats of the 
second division ; the third division of the cavea is without 
seats. 

In the ancient street that led to the theatre are mins of 
an ara 89 '/$ palms in breadth and 800 in len^h, forming 
the measure of the stadium; the base rests on three steps 
having various ornaments ; several pieces of cornice with 
lions' heads, an eagle, remains of triglyphs that formed 
part of the frieze, and the upper pal't of a door have been 
discovered among the ruins. This ara, according to Dio- 
dorus, was raised by the second Gelon not far from the 
theatre, and occupied the space of a stadium. It was one 
of the largest arce of the Greeks. It is stated that after 
the expulsion of Thra^ybulus, the festivals of liberty called 
the Eleuterie were instituted , and that a sacrifice of 450 
oxen was offered on this ara to Jupiter Liberator. 

The Theatre. Amongst the monuments on which the 
Syracusans prided themselves was their theatre considered 
to be the finest in all Sicily. It was built, according to 
Eustatius, 420 years before the Christian era at JVeapolis 
on the spot now called the Mulini di Gateriniy and com«- 
manded a view of the great port of Ortigia i a part of 
Acradina, the Ionian sea, the temple of Jupiter Olympicus, 
the Anapus and the adjacent country. It was here that 
Timoleon , old and blind, harangued the people and that 
the popular assemblies were held at the epoch of Aga*<i> 
thocles. 

The edifice was of the semicircular form extetiding 
near the two sides of the scena ; the cavea was cut out of 
the rock and the sedili were divided by a large precinct, 
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ciglit rows of steps divided the ca^/ea into nine cunei^ the 
holes existing in the walls were probablj made by the Ra- 
mans to place the beams that sustained the velarium used 
in all their theatres , a practise unknown to the Greeks ; 
of the scena -nothing remains but a part of the basement 
composed of two walls and of blocks cut out of the rock 
hi the centre of which was a channel destined to convey 
the waters in rainy weather to the cai>ea» The external 

diameter of this theatre is palms 404 

the external semicircumference •••••» 535 ; 
broken statues and capitals have been found in the ruins. 

In the rock adjoining the theatre are sepulchral rooms 
with niches extending to the ear of Dionysius. The ancients , 
according to times or circumstances , placed their cemeteries 
either within the city in deep subterranean caverns , or 
without the walls. 

TTie sepulchral way is cut out of the rock in which 
the tombs were placed. Beneath the first there is a seccmd 
line ^ iti the former are remains of an ancient door and 
buildings and at the extremity a square chamber axtd an 
arch way lead to the Latomia called 

The Ear of Dionjsiusz the excavations made in ancient 
times, as customary at the present day, for stones required 
for building are the origin of the Latomie which subse- 
quently served as prisons. In these caverns were confined 
the Atnenian prisoners taken in the celebrated war against 
Syracuse. The most remarkable of these Latomie was the 
ear of Dionysius which by its form produces a loud echo, 
and in which a light stroke of a hammer resounds like 
thunder; the rings attached to the walls were probably 
destined for the prisoners ; at the extremity of this latomia 
is a narrow aperture in which human bones and long nails 
have been found. 

The other latomie are those of the Cordarl del Pa- 
radiso, and of the Gappuccini and in their vicinity are 
ruins of ancient buildings. 

The Piscina S. Niccolb is a lai^ square reservoir 
divided into three partitions situated under the church. 
Its length b palms 74. breadth 27, and height 17. The 
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roof is sustained by 14 pilasters, tlie ^ides are formed by 
the rock, on wbicb are windows opening on tbree corridors, 
the piscina was supplied witb water by a cbannel made in 
the rock. To the east is the Latomia di S. Fenera near 
which are tombs. 

The Latomia dei Greet has been converted into a 
garden filled with odoriferous plants. 

The Catacombs of S. Gioi^anniy situated under the 
church of that name , consbt of two large galleries in- 
tersected by several ways which communicate in the form 
of a labyrinth ^ they contain an immense number of tombs 
made in the rock which are regularly disposed on each side. 
In various points are circular rooms with doors, that probably 
I)elonged to distinguished families^ Gredc and Roman in- 
BcriptionSy with objects relating to Christianity, <have been 
found in these catacombs. 

The church of 5. Giovanni is the most ancient ca- 
ibedral of all Sicily; the doors and windows are in the 
gothic style. 

The house of Agaihocles : at the place called the 
Buon riposo are ruins of a bath supposed to have belonged 
to the house of Agathocles, mentioned by Cicero, the cy- 
lindric roofs and steps of which still exist. 

To the right of the great port are the marshes, now 
called the rigagnoloy and to the left a little beyond the 
Anapus at a spot called S. Andrea are vestiges of an 
ancient bridge. To the south are those of the road that 
led to Oljmpia. Beyond the hill stood the temple of 
Jupiter Oljmpius* It is related by Diodorus that at the 
^ge of Syracuse , Hippocrates , the tyrant of Gela , was 
camped in this temple , and by Plutarch that it served from 
the period of the Athenian war as a place of deposit of 
the Syracusan archives. The statue of Jupiter was covered 
by Gelon with a mantle of gold to which Dionysius sub* 
stituted one of linen. The temple contained a celebrated 
bronxe planisphere which marked the seasons , months , 
days , hours , and the movement of the planets ; of. this 
temple nothing remains but parU of the base and of two 
doric columns. 
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The Fonte Ciane has been the theme of poetry; the 
papyrus that grows on its banks continues to the point 
where it joins the Anapus. This fountain rises and falls like 
the Nile and according to Pliny with the phases of the 
moon, a circumstance confirmed by the experiments of 
Fazellb. It is surrounded with poplaris and willows and the 
surface being smooth it is easily crossed over in a boat* 
Amongst the inscriptions collected by Graterus is one with 
the word Ciane and as it united with the Anapus it was 
symbolyzed by the Syracusans as a female , and Anopus 
as a man. To the north east of this fountain once stood the 
temple of Ciane. 

Epipolis. Along the sepulchral way are ruins of an 
edifice which served to defend the passage of the portella 
del fit SCO y and to the right those of an aqueduct that 
extended to Neapolis; at a distance to the south east are 
walls, a covered way, remains of aqueducts and of a la- 
tomia on the Buffaloro hill in which, according to Pla- 
tarch , the poet Philoxenes was confined by Dionysius. 
The road that follows the walls leads to the ruins of the 
Castelld Eurialo the only greek construction of the kind 
in Sicily. These ruins consist of a large wall 940 palms 
in length which joins a square tower at the eastern angle 
of the castle. Beyond the tower is another wall at the extre- 
mity of which two others branch off, one in a northerly 
direction to a second square tower flanked by another wall 
extending 115 palms and at the extremity is a gate with 
"vestiges of a road. To the north is a bulwark with a tdwcr 
uniting with the northern walls of Epipolis, The other wall 
which commenced at the first tower follows in a straight 
line till the angle of a square court, and is closed on three 
sides by high thick walls, on the fourth by four strong 
towers. Under the wall to the south is a large ditch cut out 
of the rock which terminates at the west by another -tower; 
at the angle is a ditch flanked towards the east by twelve 
gates that communicate with various subterranean passages 
excavated beyond the castle walls, one leading to the bul- 
wark on a development of 700 palms. These passa^s have 
apertures in the roof through which an egress was practi* 
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I cable ly means of ladders. In the middle of the ditch Is 
I a large pile used as a support to the draw bridge com- 
Ij municating with the opposite towers. To the north this 
J, ditch is closed by a thick Wall having a small gate that 
J, opens on the country. The casde is crowned by aaothei^ 
P, large ditch excavated in the rock. The part towards the 
., east and west is called the Belvedere. 
J The site of Epipolis is highly picturesque and commands 

' by its elevation the four towns with the masses of ruins 
jj that once were villas. Though Epipolis surrendered, the 
castle was not taken by Marcellus. The view from the castle 
embraces the two ports , Tapsus , Megara, the Ionian sea, 
Etna , the fields of Eloro , Cape Passaro and the extreme 
line of the Appennines. 

To the north of the castle is a wrall, composed of large 
square blocks , extending eastward a space of two miles to 
Tica where it is interrupted by a road lined vnth tombs; 
A straight line leading to the sea is covered with square 
blocks and to the east are traces of an ancient road that led 
to Syracuse. A third of a mile distant is the Gave of S. Be-^ 
xtagia facing a little bay , thence in a straight line are 
rocks intersected by a small road, with marks of wheels; 
which communicated with Acradina, and to the south 
near the sea, are remains of the ancient walls formed of 
large square blocks; at Mondio^ to thd south of Ortigia^ 
are ruins of edifices ; on opening the road between Syra-> 
cose and Floridia, sarcophagi which contained bones, lacnry* 
matorj and cinerary vas^s were found at Neapolis. 



JOURNEY FROM SYRACUSE 
TO SORTINO, PENTALICA, FERLA, CASSARO, 
PALAZZOLO AND NOTO. 

These places are interesting by their antiquity and 
situation amongst the extinct volcanoes of the Val di Noto. 
Prom Syracuse the distance is 15 miles to Sortino. The 
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ancieat Sortine was built on the stUl more ancient Xutbia^ 
known by the Normans as Panterga, and destroyed in the 
earthquake of 1793 ; the present town is placed on the 
summit of a hill, of the ancient there remain some basements 
of a tower and sundry ruins of buildings. From Sortino 
to Palazzolo there are 12 miles^ at a short distance from 
the former is Pentalicaj the ancient ErbesUy once a pow- 
erful city mentioned by Polibius and by Livy. It was expo- 
sed to many vicissitudes during the wars between Syra- 
cuse, and Carthage. In the Punic wars it submitted to the 
Romans and shared the fate of the other Sicilian towns. 
The grottoes , from which the town derived its greek name 
JErbesa merit notice , being excavated in several stories 
out of the rock on a circular space about four miles in 
extent which were used as dwellings; the ascent to these 
stories was by means of ropes and ladders ; the one now 
called the JMkra^igUa commands a view of the valley of 
the Anapus and penetrates into tl.e moimtain to a depth 
of 3000 paces. These gi^ottoes abound in sialactites which 
are worked like marble into tables and mosaic pavements 
and are- variegated with forms of mountains ^ trees , plants, 
clouds, landscapes and seas. . 

Ferla , 4 miles from the Sortino forest , also contains 
grottoes with sepulchral rooms and tombs covered with 
inscriptions ; the tufa is filled with organic fossils. The 
valley of Noto as interesting for its extinct volcanoes but 
to retrace their origin would be impossible , the volcanic 
substances being stratified with a <^m»pact calcareous matter 
of the third formation, which circumstance would lead to 
the supposition that the eruptions sprang from the sea. In 
fact, the S. Giorgio mountain, isolated and of a conic form, 
is calcareous at the base, has a volcanic stratum at the 
summit whiq)i,i$ followed by another calcareous line and 
ends in compact lava. The Pentalica mountain on the contray 
is volcanic at the base and calcareous at the top. That of 
Carlentini is formed of two vertical strata , the northern 
part being composed of calcareous , the sottlhern of vol- 
canic , substance. 

In following tha course of the lava the trace is lost 
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nor does U reappear till near its source. The reason is that 
the waters have formed so many alluvions in the valliea 
at different periods that they have hix)ken the current of 
the lava and substituted in its place the calcareous matter, 
but the Valley offers occasionally ashes, scoriae, basaltic 
and various volcanic substances. 

The S. Yenera and Lauro mountains present all the 
characters of extinct volcanoes. The Monte Lauio is situa- 
ted about nine miles from the former , is isolated and 
covers a large extent of ground* When the s^a reached 
the base of these mountains it deposited its shells and 
v^hen the eruptions occurred these operations of nature 
formed large tracts of volcanic soil; the superimposed 
matters proceeding from the volcanoes, together with those 
deposed by the sea, generally assume a parallel and hori« 
zontal stratification. If it is different with the mountain of 
Garlentini , this may be explained on reflecting that while 
from the south, the volcanic part, the volcano acted in- 
cessantly from the east, there existed at the same time and 
with equal force the action of the sest, so that the comb- 
ined matters of each were heaped one over the other. The 
lavas of Monte Lauro always diverge from the direction 
followed by those of Monte S. Venera. The plain delli Margi 
and the one extending from Buccheri and Vezzini, is formed 
of basaltic tufa, the Gal vario mountain is also basaltic; peperino 
is found in the lava of these volcanoes. 

Cnssaro , one mile from Ferla , is the site of the 
ancient Carsiro. 

Six miles further is Palazzolo , built on the ruins 
of Acrce a city founded by the Syracusans , according to 
Thucidydes, 70 years after Syracuse (655. B; C.) It followed 
the fortunes of the metropolis , was restored by the Em- 
peror Antoninus and in the medieval ages became the 
property of the Pallavicini , the Gastelli , the Alagonina, 
and other baronial families. 

The ruins of Acrce consist of a Theatre situated on 
a hill in a picturesque situation. The cay^ea cut out of the 
rock was divided into nine cunei in each of which were 
twelve sedili. To the south are traces of other sedUi^ hut 
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none of the precinctiones. In the liiios of the jxroscefniant 
there are two niches , those of the orchestra still exist 
together with two doors on the sides of the scena behind 
which are reservoirs; the diameter is palms 63* 5* To the 
west are ^ruins of a small Odeon also cut out of the rock, 
the sedili are divided into three cuneiy by two steps; to the 
left of the cavea are the steps that led to the theatre and 
near the cayea are the foundations of a rectangular edifice* 

In the Via Santicello, opposite the Pinnita tower, the 
site of the ancient Necropolis, are several niches containing 
lilto rilievo figures , some small , others of the natural size; 
on the second line, those of a female and of a man with 
a dog at his feet. On the upper part a colossal female 
6gure armed with shield and spear is either in a sitting 
or standing posture , alone or with other personages^ these 
figures , though many of them are ruined by the deqoni- 
positions of the rock,, are interesting by their originality. 
They are called by the peasants i Santoni. Catacombs, 
tombs, cisterns and wells have beeii discovered at Acrae in the 
excavations made by the Baron Judica and hsive produced 
greco-^iculi vases, bronze and marble idols, riqgs, bracelets, 
earrings, bas-reliefs, statues, instruments of agriculture, and 
a copper case which contained on a sheet of copper the 
conditions of vassellage written in greco-phaenician chara- 
cters , that acknowledged a tribute to Syracuse, A^nong 
the other objects found were various medals, a stone five 
palms long inscribed with the names, of temples , of the 
ephebi and gimnasiarchi \ a plate of copper with greek 
characters containing the deliberations of the people with 
the monthly hymns to the Emperor Antoninus on the oc- 
casion of his having freed the city from the incursions of 
the Galatians ; the fragments of architecture are of deli- 
cate work and light dimensions. 
. , FrojQd Palazzolo to Noto the distance is 18 miles. 

NOTO (1). 

This etymology is probably derived from two phaenician 
words signifying tiilljr spot. It was a colony of Syracuse 

(1) The best Hotel is that of Francesco Calamita* 



Digitizsd tisL 



71 

governed by its own lawst In the wars between Rome 
and Syracuse , Acrae, Leontini , Megara , Taormina , by 
the testimony of Diodoms, were faithful to Syracuse, 
while Noto took the part of Rome and is mentioned, by 
Cicero , as one of the confederate cities. It was occupied 
by the Saracens and taken, after much loss, by the Norman 
Ruggiero. It was ruined by the earthquake of 1693 and 
subsequently built in a more convenient situation. It con- 
sequently contains no antiquities but is a pleasant, hand- 
some town of about 12000 souls and the chief place of 
of the province, 

TOWNS IN THE PROVINCE OF NOTO. 

Ai^ola , 4 miles from Noto , a well built and hand* 
some town with a population of 9000 souls. The territory 
is extremely fertile and abounds in honey and sugar plant- 
ations which existed under the Norman princes in diffe- 
rent parts of Sicily south of Palermo. The soil is calca- 
reous, of a light yellow white colour containing fossil shells 
in its strata. 

Biscari , 44 miles from Noto , population 2500, built 
at the end of the XV century near the ancient Dirollo is 
situated near the river of that name. In 1633 it was given 
by Philip IV, as an investiture to the Patemo family with 
the title of Prince ; the soil contains silex and quartz. 

Bucchieri , 25 miles from Noto , population 4500 , 
vvas originally situated on the slope of a neighbouring hill 
on which some ruins still exist. On the Monte Therreus 
is a church, dedicated to the Madonna, in which are some 
old paintings of the Byzantine school. The adjacent terri- 
tory is formed of lava, calcareous and basaltic tu£a, and 
contains numerous organic fossils. 

Casibile is situated on a height covered with remains 
of buildings. An ancient bath lined with marble was found 
in 1773 , with a bust and bas-relief of fine execution which 
are now in the Naples Museum. 

Giarratana^ 29 miles &om Noto, with a population 

10 
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oF aJ^out 3000 soals was once called Ceretanum from iti^ 
fortress. Previous to the earthquake of 1693 the town was 
situated on the neighbouring hill. In the excavations made 
at Ceretanum many greco-siculi vases have been found. 

Scordia , 34 miles from Noto , 5800 inhabitants* This 
town, of recent foundation, belongs to the Branciforte fa- 
mily. The parochial church of S. Rocco contains a pamt^ 
ing of the Rosario by Garavaggio , that of the Riformati 
a S. Anne, by Rubens. The territory of Scordia is com- 
posed of lava, basaltic and calcareous tufa. 

Near the banks of the Eloro at the spot called Ma- 
rinucci or Roccari , a mile from the Ionian sea , once 
stood the city of 

Elorus y the environs of which were called by Ovid 
Elora Tempe; of this ancient city there exist but slight 
traces. In a grotto cut out of the rock are four parallel 
pilasters with a basement on each side, leading to three 

{[alleries with niches bearing greek inscriptions and two 
ines of tombs. Near the site of the town are the latomie 
and ruins of its castle. 

Three miles along the coast is the Torre Vendicare 
near which stood the ancient and celebrated 

Imacara destroyed by the Saracens. Twelve miles 
beyond the tower is Cape Passaro at the eastern side of 
which stood the ancient 

Ichanaj and at the distance of two other miles the 
port of Paola. 

.Rosolini J 8 miles from Noto, population 5181, was 
founded in the XVI century by Francesco Platamone and 
subsequently belonged to several noble families. 

Spaccafomo , 8 miles from Rosolina, population 8500 
stands on the ruins of the ancient Ipsica called Ca\fa. The 
rocks in the vicinity cover a space of six miles and are 
cut out into habitations consisting of three, six and even 
twelve stories with rooms of various sizes , but as they 
present no traces of staircases the entrance must have been 
by means of ladders. These primitive habitations preceded 
architecture : the first men, according to Homer and Plu- 
tarch y inhabited dark caverns aiul mountains. This 
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TOck judgltig by its immetise ifitimber of grottoes must 
faaye contamed a numerous population. At a distance of 
five miks is 

Modicuj population 26000, ati ancient city mei^tioned 
by Diodorus ^hich joined Marcellus in the war against 
Syracuse. It was inhabited by the Saracens and taken by 
the Normans. 

Bagusa ^ 5 miles from Modica , population 21500 9 
situated on a hill and ascertained by Gluverins to be the 
ancient Hjbla minor , Herea or liera celebrated by its 
•worship of the goddess Lucina. It dontains ruins of a strong 
fort and vestiges of aticient walls near the Capuchin con* 
•vent. In the vicinity are numerous ancient cisterns com- 
municating by tin aqueduct and a labyrinth 64 palms d^ep 
filled with tombs , the arch^ are sustained by columns ; 
these monuments and other antiquities are spread tiver a 
surfocc of six miles; a triple row for bee hives exists in 
the'rock. 

The Capuchin church contains a picture representing 
the Assumption by Morreale. . 

Scidij 9 miles from Bagusa, population 11741. This 
town is supposed by historians to be the ancient Casmiena, 
built by the Syracusans about twenty yeftrs after Acirso , 
as related by Thucydides. It is situated on a rock , the 
grottoes beneath are formed into large ro6md in which 
tombs , vases , lamps and funerary utensils have been 
discovered. In the vicinity marble busts, greco-sicqK and 
punico^iculi coins , vases add gems with intaglios have 
been excavated in the ruins of extensive edifices. The en- 
virons of Scicli are picturesque and are traversed by the 
Tiver Scicli , the ancient Mothycamus. 

Santa Croce , population 2732. At a short distance 
from this place there is a beautiful basin 74 palms in 
length built of square blocks ^ and filled with limpid 
spring water which is supposed by Cluverius to be the 
fountain of Diana, celebrated by the poets of antiquity. 

At a few miles distance, after crossing the Frasculari 
river, the ancient Oanus, and following the coast to the 
Camerina or Hipparis which formsa lake near its j unci '^ 
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ion with the sea, ainl m the centre of a desert {^ainare 
the ruins of the ancient Camerina or Hipperia a city (£ 
the Phaeacians, mentioned by Homer. It was so called from 
the river Hipparis and Camerina from being a daughter 
of Ocean. It is related by Thucydides that 135 years after 
the foundation of Syracuse, the 1 year of the XLIV Olym- 
piad, 600 B. C, a colony was sent to Camerina , and 
that Hippocrates , the tyrant of Gela, exchanged ther pri- 
soners made on the iSyracusans for the lands near this 
city where he formed a new settlement in the 1 year of 
the LXXII Olympiad; that Geloq, the lord of Syracuse, 
transferred the inhabitants to that town and granted them 
the rights of ciuzenship, when Camerina was abandoned. 
In the LXXXII Olympiad, Psaumides, a conqueror in the 
Olympic games, and celebrated by Pindai^, settled at the 
head of a colony at Camerina which was subsequently 
encreased by emigrants from Corinth and other parts of 
Greece. In the Punic wars it sided with the Carthaginians 
and fell under the Roman arms. The tower, the lake, the 
riyer, the fragments of edifices, the coins and vases found in 
the ruins, record the existence of this ancient city, celeb- 
rated by the Greeks for its hospitality and as the country 
of Orpheus. A quarter of a mile beyond the river Gela is 
Terranova , the ancient Idcata or Gela , a town 
with 10,000 inhabitants, founded by the Siculi, and peopled 
with Greeks in the 11 year of the XXL Olympiad. It was 
destroyed, according to Diodorus , by Phintias the tyrant 
of Agrigentum who built a new city to which he gave 
his name and transferred to it the people of Gela, and 
decorated it with forums , temples, and other edifices. This 
event occurred, in the opinion of Cluverius, 282 years be- 
fore the Christian era« Its port was frequented by the Roman 
jBeets at the period of the Punic wars# 

The site of Phintias is now occupied by lAcata known 
by the Normans as the Castel Limpiade. This town 
encreased in the XllI century, but its situation opposite 
the African coast exposed it to the iucui'sions of the Sa- 
racens, and in 1553 it was burnt and i*uined by the Turks. 

In the XHI (lenlury TwranoVa was surrounded with 
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^lls by lamg Frtderifk , bnt two centnries later it was 
taken and sacked by the Turks. A column to the left of 
the town belonged to an ancient temple mentioned by T>io- 
dorus; Many coins, greco-siculi vases, and other antiquities 
have been found in the environs* 

CAXTANISETTA W. 

34 niiles from Terranova, population 16,563. 
This town is very ancient; it was originally called 
IViX' and Fetilianu , Calata-Nisa by the Saracens and 
Caltanisetta by the Normans. It shared the fate of the 
other Sicilian towns ; from the Sicani it passed to the Si- 
culi , the Greeks , Carthaginians and Romans and finally 
to the Barons. 

In the Chiesa Madre are paintings by Borremans. 

In S. DomenicOj the altar piece and martyrdom of 
S. Flavia are by Faladino. 

In a plain, two ihiles to the east of the city , called 
Terra^ Pilata^ is a volcano the environs of which are 
covered with agate, jasper and oxidated iron; a few miles 
distant is another volcano vailed the Ctipo Arso , com- 
posed of larva and scoriae* 

TOWNS IN THE PROVINCE OF CALTANISETTA, 

Acquavwuy 26 miles distant, population 1642. The 
environs contain solfatare and mineral salt mines. 

Barrafranca , 12 miles from Caltanisetta, population 
7627 , built of the ruins of Conyicino the origin of which 
is unknown; the ruins of its castle are near Hxg Chiesa 
Madre. 

Butera , 21 miles from Caltanisetta, population ^00, 



(1) Hotel of Francesco il Carceriere* 
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"WBs probably tbe 'ancient jfi^i/a. Galeotmy fimnded by die 
Sieani or ine Sicali.^ At die. expulsion of tlw Sarac^is it 
•irebeiyed a colony of Lombards* Togetber with Barraiiranca 
it Qonfititutes.a principality of the Branciforte family. The 
environs of both these towns contain solfatare and sulphu- 
reous springs* 

Calascibeta , 17 miles from Galtanisetta , population 
5000. This town was founded by Counts fiuggiero and 
Robert when they laid siege to Castrogiovanni ; its name 
is derived either: from the shape of the mocmtain on which 
it stands or from Saracenic words signifyio^ palace or re- 
pose. To the north is the Artesino mountain celebrated 
in the verses of Pindar as the seat of the Dryads. Its 
height is nearly equal to that of Etna. 

Campo/ranco 9 26 miles from Caltanisetta, population 
2200 , founded in 1573 and forming a principality of tikt 
Lncchesi family. 

Castrogio%fanni ^ 18. miles from Galtanasetta by the 
short, and 31 7* ^J ^^^ carria^, road, population 12700* 
In ancient times it was celebrated under the name of 
Enna and its origin is lost in the times of fable *, according 
to Fazellov its nam« is derived from the greek Bnnaein^ 
•inland place, ^^ from En naam ^ fountain of pleasure, 
according to Bochart. Both poets and historians have ce* 
lebrated the fields of Enna , the site of the rape of Pro- 
serpip^ by Didopeps , king of the Molossi ivho carried 
her to Epirus*, hence the fable of Pluto, king of the in* 
femal regions , Epirus being then considered as the land 
«of cloudy and darkness, Th^ fields pf Enna are described 
by Ovid a^ the 8ea,t of perpetual spring \ by Cicero , as 
>pr<)ducing flowers throughput the year. Diodprus, Livy and 
Strabo eKtoU the beamy of ijiis spot* 

Enna ,; the peijtral point pf 3icily, was inhabited by 
the Syracusans in the IV year of the XXVIII Olympiad 
( I&65 before Christ) as s^ted by Thucydides and con- 
firmed by medals* It possessed one of the finest temples 
that existed which was dedicated to Geres. Diodorus ment-t 
ions its forum and theatre* It was taken by the Agrigeiv<m 
tines, the Rpmans, th^s Saraceps and Normans* 
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The Chiesa Madre contains on- the south side ft 
tnarhle fluted column that belonged to the temple of Geres; 
the baptismal font, v^ith a bas-relief representing a Bac^ 
chanalian festival was found in the ruins of Enna. 

The chapel, near the high altar, is decorated with 
paintings by Paladino representing the visitation, presen- 
tation and assumption; within the two pilasters are three 
relative to the mysteries by d' Arpino and his school. In 
other paAs of the church are five by Borremans , repre- 
senting the Madonna , S. Constantine , S. Martin , tlu^ 
baptism of Jesus , and S. Lucilla ; on the cornice of th^ 
large nave are twelve works by Ruggiero , in the sacristy 
an ecce homo and four other pictures of the XIII century. 

The Public Library contains paintings by distinguished 
artists with a cabinet g£ numismatics and terre cotte found 
in the rnins of Enna. 

In the church of S. Benedetto U a deposition from 
the cross by Dolce. 

In S. jigostino a picture of the Epiphany by Mono- 
eolo, and one of the Madonna della Mercede by Ganci. 
On the outer wall of the S. Antonio church stands a co- 
lumn used in determining the linear measures of Sicily. 
It served as the standard to the deputation charged with 
the metrical measurement of the country. 

4$. Francesco di Assist contains an Epiphany of the 
Xin century, and frescoes by fra Lupo who painted in 
the churches of S. Groce and GoUegio di S. Maria. 

In the Madonna di Camuto is a fresco of 1400 
representing the baptism of the Saracenic chief Kamut 
and Gount Ruggiero standing as godfather. 

S. Maria del Popolo contains several oil and fresco 
works by Marchese. 

La Donna Nuova, a massacre of the Innocents by 
Granci. 

The Cappuccinij a S, Garlo Borromeo by Menniti. 

Montesals^o, the espousals of S. Caterine attributed 
%o Tintoretto. 

To the easf of Enna and near the rock called di la 
Dia Cerercy the site of the ancient temple of Geres of 
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which no ruins are left, stands the t)ld castle. It is about 
a mile in circuit, its twenty towers and walls recorded 
by Livy and Diodorus , are built on a steep rock; the 
excavations made in the environs have brought to light 
medals, missile weapons, greco-^iculi, and terra cotta vases, 
fossil bones of Elephants , of Hippopotami and of other 
unknown animals which have been found 1^ the Cauonico 
Alessi in a grotto near the castle. 

Four miles to the south of Castrogiovanfti is the 
lago di PerusOj five miles in circuit, supposed to be formed 
by an extinct volcano. It was frequented in the happy 
days of Enna and its banks are now covered with villas, 
olive plantations, and vineyards. 

Beyond the lake is the hermitage of Jtossomanno y 
the site of the ancient city of Megella mendoned by 
Livy when the inhabitants abandoned the Roman alliance 
for that of the Carthaginians. 

Six miles to the S. W. of Gastrogiovanni is the grotta 

deir Inferno filled with stalactites assuming the form of 

various plants and animals, and covered with lichen pro- 

' ducing a beautiful appearance when the rays of the sun 

penetrate into the interior. 

On the banks of the river Dittaino, the ancient Crisa, 
are ruins of a temple. 

Deliaj 14 miles from Giltanisetta, population 3104 , 
was built about two centuries ago and belongs to the 
Gravina family* 

Mazarino , 18 miles from Galtanisetta , population 
10,235 , is a town of remote but unknown foundation 
supposed to occupy the site of the ancient Mactorium. 

Musumeli , 24 miles from Galtanisetta , population 
8380; at a mile distant are remains of a Norman castle 
and of other buildings; the territory contains agate, jasper 
and fossil salt. 

Piazza , 22 miles from Galtanisetta , 133000 inha- 
bitants. This town, known at a remote period ks Platea 
or Plutia is supposed to have been founded by the Pla- 
taeans of Peloponnesus when they were expulsed by the 
Thebans. It is mentioned by .the historians of antiquity as 
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being sitaated in a rich and very fertile country. It was 
taken by Count Ruggiero and received a colony of Lom- 
bards ^ the language of the present inhabitants dijOTers from 
the pure Sicilian. 

In the Chiesa Madre is an assumption by Paladino^ 
In the Fondro monastery are a sacred family by Giulio 
Romano, a painting with children by Domenichino, a sketch 
of the Transfiguration attributed to Raphael. In the Abbey 
of S. Andrea is a painting of S. Agata by Ligozzi. The town 
is embosomed in hills covered with forests of pines, elms 
dnd cypresses and the vallies are in the highest state of 
cultivation* 

Pietrapersia J 7 miles* from Galtanisetta , population 
9292, is said to be the ancient Caulonia ^ the ruins of 
which town are scattered over the adjacent soil. To the 
north there is a fine old castle built by the Normans. 

The other towns in the province of Caltanisetta, the 
territory of which abounds in solfatare , are J 

Riesij 18 miles from Caltanisetta 6800 inhabitants 

S. Cataldo 4 » — » — . 7600 » 

S.Cat€rina ^10 » — >i — 6000 » 

Serradifalco 11 » — :» — 5000 » 

Summatino 14 » — » — 3400 » 

Sutera 26 » — » — 2900 » 

Fillarosa 11 » — » — 2853 » 

From Terranova to Licata , passing through Manfrea 
and Faino , and the lands belonging to the Prince of Bu- 
tera, the distance is 18 miles. The river Imera now the 
Salso, divides Sicily into two parts nearly equidistant from 
the Tyrrhenian and African seas. 

Licata J situated on the coast of the African sea, and 
surrounded with walls and forts , contains about 14000 
inhabitants. A few miles distant are the ruins of a fortress 
built by Phalaris , the tyrant of Agrigentum. 

From Licata to Palmi there are 12 miles and near 
the river Palma is 

P alma J situated in an agreeable and picturesoue situa- 
tion and containing a population of about 10,000 souls. * 
From Palma to Girgenti the distance is 14 miles. 

^ 11 
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G I R G E N T I. 

This town, the Agragante of the Greeks and Agri^ 
gentum of the Romans , derived its name from the river 
Agragas near which it was built. It existed prior to the 
Greeks under the name of Camicus and was the resi- 
dence of Gocalus tlie Sicanian chief who received Dedalus 
on his arrival from Crete. 

In the third year of the XLIX Olympiad a colony 
of Rhodians who had settled at Gela , occupied this Si* 
canian town, and altered its name. fVorn the fertility of 
the soil , its proximity to the sea , and to Carthage , it 
encreased in prosperity and if we may credit Diogenes Laer- 
tius contained about 800,000 inhabitants. The government 
was aristocratic till usurped by Phalaris, a man celebrated 
by his genius and valour who protected the arts and sciences* 
At his death the previous mode of administration was 
reestablished, and lasted for a period of 150 years when 
it was destroyed by Theron who consolitated his power 
which he extended from the Libyan to the Tyrrhenian 
sea. It was thefi that Agrigentum I'ose to its highest degree 
of splendour, that the magnificence of its public buildings 
surpassed that of the Grecian and Italian cities. His son 
Thrasideus declared war against Syracuse , was defeated, 
banished and put to death at Megara. Through the me* 
diaiion of Empedoclcs the ancient oligarchical system was 
tempered by the democratic element. 

The ancients have extolled the magnificence and hospi- 
tality of the Agrigentines , particularly of Essevetus, An- 
tisthenes , Xenocrates and Gellius, and the beautiful breed 
of Agrigentine horses to whom marble monuments were rais^ 
at their death. 

In the XCIII Olympiad the Carthaginians under 
Amilcar took possession of the town after a siege of eight 
months , but evacuated it after their defeat on the Crimisi 
by Timoleon. In the CXIII Olympiad the Agtigentines made 
an unsuccessful attempt to liberate Sicily from the Barba- 
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rians and fell under the tyranny of Phintias, one of their 
fellow citizens who took Geia and other towns ; the Syra- 
eusans called in the assistance of Pyrrhus king of Epirus. 
Phintias and the Carthaginian garrison were expelled and 
the city accepted the protection of Pyrrhus, but when that 
prince abandoned Sicily the Carthaginians returned, and 
held it when the other parts of the island were in pos- 
session ot the Romans to whom it surrendered in the III 
year of the CXLII Olympiad. The garrison were put to 
the sword and the principal citizens killed or exiled; from 
that period Agrigentum shared the fate of the other 
Sicilian towns. 

In 841 it was the seat of an Emir and in 1086 was 
taken by Count Ruggiero who restored the bishopric 
founded in the early times of Christianity. 

Girgenti, built on the Acropolis of the ancient city, 
contains about 15,000 inhabitants; it has a fine commo- 
dious port opened under Charies III and its territory 
abounds in corn, oil, wine , rice , almonds, shumac, soda, 
sulphur etc. of which articles there is a considerable ex- 
|>ortation. 

The monuments of the ancient city are beyond the 
porta di Ponte. To the left of the S. Vito convent is the ' 
Athenea rock on which,, according to Diodorus, stood the 
temple of Jupiter and Minerva; some vestiges of this large ^ 
^edifice are situated towards the east at a short distance 
from the top of the hill. To the south east, at the angle 
formed by the same rock, is the S. Biagio church buiU 
on the ruins of the 

Temple of Ceres and Proserpine. The plan of this 
edifice, with a great part of the cella walls, is nearly entire 
and of the kind of building called by the Greeks Antes; 
the length is 107, the breadth 47 */« palms, the entrance, 
the absis of the modern church faced the east. To the 
south are remains of the ancient city walls consisting of 
large square blocks and of an ancient gate* 

The temple of Juno Lueina contained , as related 
by Pliny , a painting of the goddess by the i^elebrated 
Aeuxis to whom the five most beautiful girls of Agrigea- 
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turn sat as a model ; a magnificent fli^t of steps led to 
the ^trance which faced the east ; the plan of the haOd- 
ing is a rectangle, the hase being sunnounted by four 
steps. The penstjle was composed of 34 columns , the 
greater part still existing, with capitals, architrave and a 
piece of. the frieze ; six of these columns, are situated on 
the smaller, and thirteen on the larger, sides, and four 
near the cdUa. The dimensions of this temple, of the form 
called by the Greeks hejcastyle periptemm, are as follow; 
Length, taken without the columns, palms 148.. 3 
Breadth , , • .. .,»•.» . » » 65. 3 
Height, comprizing the steps ...» 35. 
At the base of the rock on which the temple is raised are 
tombs probably of the Roman period. Following these 
tombs on the line of the southern walls, which are cut in 
the rock, is a hill on which stands the 

Temple of Concord which is nearly entire, and consbts 
q( 34 columns without base resting on four steps and two 
columns and pilasters at the cella. The 12 arches near the 
cella walls were raised when this temple was converted into 
a church dedicated to $• George. On the eastern side aie 
the steps that led to the upper part of the edifice 
The length of the temple is palms 152. 7 
breadth • » # • » • • » 65. 8 
height, taken from the last step, » 46* 
It is pf the Greek doric order anterior to the Roman do* 
minion and the following inscription found within its 
precincts cannot belong to this temple: 



iX)NCORDIAE AGRIGENTI 

NORVM SACRVM 

REStVBLICA ULIBANO. 

RVM DEDICANTXBVS 

M, HATHERIO CAIfDIDO PROCOS 

BT. JU CORJf EUO MARCELLO Q 

PR. Y. PR. 
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This inscription is now in the Casa Comunale of 
Girgenti. Along the western line of walls are numerous 
sepulchral rooms with Colombari dug in the rock, and 
further on are the ruins of 

The Temple of Hercules. Amongst the rare and va- 
luable objects that decorated this temple were a painting 
by Xeuxis representing Alcmenay a present from that great 
artist to the Agrigentines ^ and a bronze statue of Her- 
cules by the celebrated Myron* In the excavations made 
in these ruins in 1836 a statue of Parian marble representing 
Esculapius was Ibund. It is highly finished and is now iu 
the Royal university at Palermo. 

This temple was composed of 38 fluted columns, 15 
on each side and 6 in the front \ the cella was closed by a 
^all with two columns on the pronaus and two opposite. 
The ruins that remain consist of large square stones, co- 
lumns, capitals , friezes with lions* heads , fragments in 
high relief , parts of friezes of fine grecian design covered 
with red, blue and light blue coloured paint. 
The length of the temple, exclusive of the steps is 
palms • • • • • 259. 2. 8 

breadth, as above • . • • • 97. 10« 
the length being in the proportion of 2 '/» to the breadth \ 
a slight wall divides the cella into three parts , a parti- 
cularity not seen in any other greek edifice. This temple 
is considered by architects as a masterpiece of greek con- 
struction. Near the walls to the south are remains of an 
ancient gate and at a short distance those of 

The tomb of Theron, of a quadrilateral form, termi- 
nating in a pyramid with two stories , the first resting on 
a plinth composed like the whole edifice of large square 
stones and 6 palms high, the second story having four 
fluted columns with doric capitals carved at the angles 
with leaves and ovals ; the frieze is covjered with triglyhs^ 
the height of this monument is 36 palms. 

On the left of the descent towards the shore is 

The temple of Esculapius of which the ruins consist 
of three steps, 5 palms high, supporting the cella walls and 
pilasters, with two half coluiiins of the doric order. This 
temple was decorated with the statue of a youthful Apollo 
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inscribed at the base widi tbe name of Myron in silver 
letters. This statue was carried away by the Carthaginians 
when they took Agrigen turn and was restored to that town by 
Scipio Airicanus after the capture of Carthage. The ground 
between this temple and the tomb of Theron is covered 
with ruins of educes. To the left, in the direction of the 
town , are those of the __ 

The Temple of Jupiter Olympicus , mentioned 
by Diodorus and Polybius. The III year of the XCIII 
Olympiad was a period of calamity for several towns in 
Sicily, and particularly for Agrigentum, when the temples 
and other splendid works were stript of their treasures 
and partly destroyed by the conquerors. 

The dimensions of this temple were 
340 feet in lengdi 
120 . in height 
60 » in breadth M^y/vS; ^^«* ^ 
not including the base. 

" The columns, according to Diodorus, are formed of 
^^ cylindric blocks, united in segments 20 feet in the ex- 
* " ternal diameter with flutings of 1 '/, feet , the internal 
" diameter being 12 feet. The porticoes are of a prodi- 
^^ gious breadth and height ; on the eastern side is repre- 
^* sented the combat of the giants a work remarkable by 
** the elegance and grandeur of its execution ^ on the 
^* western side, the Trojan war in which the chiefs are 
^^ represented in the characteristics peculiar to each ». 

Of this temple , the largest and most magnificent that 
ever existed in Sicily, there remain nothing but immense 
blocks. The form was a rectangular parallelogram, on each 
of the larger sides stood 14 columns jutting out from the 
middle of the walls and each placed on a line with a 
pilaster; six columns were placed on the western side inclu- 
ding the angular ones of which the ruind exist to the north 
west , and seven were on the eastern side. 

The interior of the teriiple was divided in its length 
into three compartments by two rows of 12 pilasters on 
each side, and the pronaus was separated from the cella 
by a slight wall. The parts of these grand ruins still visible 
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are the base and Sue steps j the last of which is on 
a level with the floor of the temple, fragments of cornices, 
architraves, capitals and triglyphs, but the most interesting 
of these fragments are those of the Caryatides^ commonly 
called the Giants , which have been described by Faz" 
zello and the professor Politi who united the fragments 
of eleven of these figures into a single one which is 29. 9 
palms in length and is lying within the temple. The tension 
of the muscles indicates the force that was necessary to 
sustain huge masses, while the grace and simplicity of the 
works indicate the flourishing period of Grecian art. A few 
step^ to the westward of this temple is the plan of a large 
monument with a quantity of fluted columns and doric 
capitals delved in the rock. The perimeter within the rock 
is 154 palms long and 105 brond ^ to the north east are 
remains of seats and of the foundations^ contiguous to this 
are vestiges of other monuments. 

To the north are the ruins of the Temple of Castor 
and Pollux. The peristyle is decorated with 34 columns 
palms 23. 1. 6 high 

a» 4. 7. in diameter; the three columns erected on 
four steps sustain on their capitals the. architrave , frieze 
and cornice which is carved with heads of lions painted 
over with a red , azure and straw colour which is still 
visible -, several pieces of architecture have been found in 
these interesting ruins. 

To the west of this temple , under a spot called la ]^ , 
Mela , is a small, valley the site , according to Diodorus, 
of the Piscina^ stated ny that writer to have been 20 cu- 
bits deep and a mile in circuit. The ruins of four Phasani- 
cian aqueducts mentioned in his work may still be traced , 
two at the N. W. angle of the temple of Castor and Pollux^ 
the other two to the east of the temple of Vulcan. 

To the N. E., near the garden of the S. Nicola convent, 
is the so called 

Oratorio di Falaride, but this edifice cannot be of 
the period of Phalaris, the large square stones being 
united with' cemeUt and {Mastered with stucco indicating 
a Roman construction. It is of a quadrilateral oblong form/ 
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and the pilasters that support the cella walls have doric 
bases and capitals. Of the frieze and cornice nothing remains. 

At the south end of the ancient city are ruins of 

The Temple of Fulcan consisting of two fragments 
of columns resting on steps. This temple is of Roman ar- 
chitecture. To the north are remains of ancient buildings 
called the ponte de* morti and of thermae, and near the 
southern walls, of the modem town and grottoes which pro- 
bably communicated with those of Camico. To the west 
beyond the walls of the ancient city are long lines of 
tombs. 

Within the modem town are ruins of the 

Temple of Jupiter Polieus one of the oldest greek 
edifices of ancient Agrigentum. On the north side are 
fragments of 7 columns fluted 6 '/s Pa1°^ 1^ diameter. 

In other parts of the town are vestiges of other ancient 
monuments. 

The SotterraneOy in a house belonging to the Falifo 
family, is a kind of labyrinth consisting oi galleries and 
rooms, of different shapes and sizes delved in the calcareous 
rock and containing organic fossils. The ceilings in some 
of the rooms are sustained by pillars^ the central room 
is spacious and filled with stalactites. 

The Cathedral. To the left of the large nave is an 
ancient sarcophagus, now the baptismal font, with high 
and bas-reliefs representing the history of Phaedra and 
Hippoiytus. The painting of the Madonna and Infant is 
by Guida, in the room containing the Archives is a terra 
cotta vase similar to those existing in various museums 
of Sicily. The soil in the vicinity of Girgenti is calca- 
reous and disposed in horizontal strata of the third 
formation ; near the S. Biagio river it is filled with 
organic fossils. 

TOWNS IN THE PROVINCE OF GIRGENTI. 

Alessandria , 24 miles distant , 4280 inhabitants | 
was founded in 1570, and belongs to the Resnttana family. 
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Aragofia^ 8 miles from Girgenti, 5850 inhabitarit^ 
founded in 1606. There is a fine view from the castle. 

Bivona , 28 miles frbm Girgenti , 8256 population , 
the ancient Hipponia or Hippana, mentioned by Diodorus^ 
and other ancient historians for the beauty and fertility 
of its temtoi^y. which furnishes various sorts of agate and 
fasper. 

CaUabellotta , 32 miles from Girgenti , 4660 inha-* 
bitants , built near the ruins of the ancient Triacola ^ 
situated a mile distant at a jdace called S. Anna. Triacola 
was destroyed by the Romans in the Servile war. 

Cammerata , 30 miles from Girgenti , 5*700 inhabi* 
tantSi. The S. Elia church is the entrance to a grotto ex- 
tending to the S. Pietro river, and four miles distant from 
the town are varipus kin^s of agate and jasper and a spring 
of sulphureous wkter. 

Casteltermine ^ 18 miles from Girgenti, population 
5300 is of Uncisirtain origin; hear the Monte PecorSiro are 
fiolfatarc) pyrites of copper, and a mine of fossil salt* * 

CattoUca y 18 miles from Girgenti, population 6000^ 
its territory contains sol fa tare , crystals of various forms 
end colours and salt mines. 

Cikincina , 24 miles from Girgaiti^ population 3050, 

Comitini , 9 miles from Girgenti , population 1000, 
the environs contain sulphureous springs and solfatate* 

Faifara , 4 miles from Girgenti, 10,000 inhabitants^ 
belonging to the Pignatelli , dukes of Monteleone. 

Grotte^ 10 inilfes from Girgenti ^ population 4500, 
built on the ruins of the ancient Erbesus. 

Monterago, 60 miles from Gii^genti, population 3400 , 
a principality of the Gravina family^ The terl*itory abounds 
in beautiful jasper. 

JVaro y 12 miles from Girgenti , population 10,000 , 
Was founded by the Saracens, and taken by the Normans. 
In the environs are i^emains of ancient aqueducts , tombs 
and grottoes. 

Healmonte , 8 miles from Girgenti, population 1400. 

Recalniuto , 12 miles from Girgenti^ population 7000. 
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The territory of both these towns abounds in solfatare , 
sulphat of strontian, mineral salt and marble. 

Sambuca , 60 miles from Girgenti , 8000 inhabitants* 
In the "vicinity is the Casale Adragno y the .site of tbe 
ancient Adrano Vicus. 

Fillafranca , 36 miles from Girgenti, 2500 inhabi-» 
tants , was founded in the XIV century by the Caltabd- 
lotta family in whose possession it still remains. Its ter- 
ritory abounds in agate and marble. 

From Girgenti to Sdacca the distance is 42 miks* 



JOURNEY FROM GIRGENTI TO SCIACCA, 
SELINUNTIUM, MARSAU AND TRAPANI. 

Siculiana , 10 miles from Girgenti , 4650 inhabi* 
tants y has an old castle situated on a hill and in an ad- 
joining plain are the ruins of Ancyra , the ally of Car* 
thage , besieged and taken by Dionysius. Near it is 

MontaUegro with 1500 inhabitants, the ancient An^ 
degai^ium. At a short distance is a salt mine and in the 
enyirons are beautiful alabaster quarries. Near the itiouth 
of the Platani river, before its junction with the sea, tlie 
s6il is covered with broken brioki. At tbis spot stood the 
ancient city of 

Heraclea or Minoa* Its appellation , according to 
Eusebius and other faistbriaos , is derived from Minos king 
of Crete , who pursued Dedalus into Sicily, and after the 
king was put to death the Cretans wh6 accompanied him 
founded this town, but the historian Alessi asserts that its 
founders were Sicanians who call^ it Macava , and that 
when the Cretans settled in it they added to its original 
name that of ilfmaa from their leader; according toDio* 
dorus it was restored by Doricus, a Lacedemonian, and 
called Heraclea in honour of Hercules by which name it 
wasr known in the times of Suidas and , Polybiuis. The Car- 

■ ■ ■ ■ " - '■■ / ; /^:7.n,.K.:, 
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ihagiiiiaiisr, after the destruction of the Phaenician rule> 
.united with the Segestans and destroyed the town, hut in 
the lY year of the CXV Glympiad 337 B. C, Heraclea had 
lisen from its ruins.. It flourished in the days of Aga- 
ihocles and was encreased by a Roman colony under Ru- 
pilius. All that remains of this city are grottoes , tomhs, 
cisterns and fragments of bricks scattered over the ground. 
The eKcavations made on the spot have produced vases, 
hvonne , gold and silver coins. 

Beyond the river Platani, on a hill called Platanella, 
stood the ancient city of Castro ^ mentioned by Herodotus. 

Sciacca , population 12700 , the. ancii^nt TJiermce ^ 
Selinuntice. -h^ \ ►t-w / -c' a * < ^ * > ! r . » . : : ^ :J ^: r ^ L, -y^^^^^ 

It contains nothing remarkable in matters of ai^tiquity/!^ (?/ 
The fortress was built by Count Ruggiero. The San Ca^f/^" 
logero hill, formerly the Cronius y abounds in. mineral ' ! 
waters. . 

In July 1831 an island suddenly rose froqi th^ sea 
opposite Sciacca , about two leagues distant from the shore; 
its form was irregular, rising to the height of 70 palms 
on the eastern side and gradually sloping towards the north; 
it was accompanied with a volcano which emitted columns 
of white smoke rising 600 palms above the sea ^ united 
with scoriae and black ashes but without other volcanic 
substances. The eruptions were accompanied with detona« 
nations, and in the December following the island sunk 
again in the sea. 

From Sciacca to Selinuntium the distance is 20 miles 
through a rich and well cultivated country, watered by 
the rivers Cannitello , Leone , Belici and Hyps a , and 
in a large plain extending to the shore are the colossal : 
ruins af three temples belonging to \; 

Selinuntium. This city was founded by a colony of " 
Megarians on the banks of the river Selinos, 600 years 
before the Christian era ; by its situation opposite the 
African coast and the valour of its inhabitants it soon -^ 
quailed the other greco-sicule towns in wealth, pow^r and 
magnificence. The marshes that rendered the air unhealthy "^ 
were drained by Empedocles who was raised to divine 
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lionours. The first mmitioii of Selmuntium was ia the 1% 
Olympiad when war was declared against the ETgestaos 
and in the LXVII Olympiad its troops were defeated ia 
a battle fopght near the Mazzaro river. In the Persian war 
the Selinuntines united with the Carthaginians , bat after 
the defeat of the latter by Gelon, at Imera, they formed 
an alliance with the Syracusans, They renewed their 
straggle with the Egestans who applied for succour to 
Athens and afterwards to Carthage , and though victorious 
over the Athenians, their city was taken and nearly destroyed 
by the Carthaginians in the XCII Olympiad. Though many 
of the fugitive citizens returned with Hern^ocrates, a Syra- 
cusan who settled in this city, it ever after remained subject 
to the Carthaginians by whom it was garrisoned throughout 
the first Punic war, and when by the successes of the Ro- 
mans they decided on evacuating the island, they laid 
waste the country, again destroyed Selinuntium, and com- 
pelled the inhabitants to settle in Libya. The various for- 
tunes of this city, whose existence did not exceed three 
centuries, are related by Diodorus, Thucidydes, Herodotos, 
and Strabo. The celebrated mineral and vapour baths at 
Monte S. Calogero, near Sciacca, were comprized in the 
territory of Selinuntium. 

The Temple of Jupiter Olympicus , see map of Seli- 
nuntium n. 1 , was one of the largest in Sicily, the blocks 
of stone being 22 palms in breadth and 13 in depth. Along 
the peristyle were 46 columns fluted, with capitals , but 
without base, 17 on each of the large, and 8 on each 
q( the small, slides, comprizing those at the angles* A double 
portioo was sustained by six other columns \ at the pro-^ 
naus and porticon there were four and two antes* These 
columns are all palms 12. 11 in dimension. The lateral 
cella wall ws^s closed by the fifth side column, the last of 
each line having a pilaster , and the peristyle surrounding 
the cella being a double inter colonnade and a diameter 
in breadth. Within the cella were several small columns 
in a double line. The masses of the columns being either 
plain or fluted, the temple ^as probably destroyed before 
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its completion* The dimeii^ioiis jukdn frotn the eKter ior were 
Length • • , • , palms 425. 2 

Breadth » . 196. 6 

Length of the celU » 321. 8 
Breadth . . • » 89. 10. 

About 200 paces to the.N. W. are ruins of a rect- 
angular edifice with friezes carved with trigljphs and cor- 
nices, and 60 paces to the south are other ruins of a 

Temple ( n. 2 in the map ) with 34 columns around 
the peristyle and without base or capital viz : 14 on the 
larger and 6 on the minor sides. A double portico, sust- 
ained by a row of four ccdumns , formed the front ; the 
cella was narrow and the peristyle wide. The pronaus is 
quadrilateral , the naos contained the sacrarium. The coiv 
nice is carved with leaves forming meanders and painted 
with green, red and yellow colours as customary in these 
junds of fragments. 

Length, outside the columns palms 239. 

Breadth ...... » 94. 

Length of the cella . n . ^ 160. 

Breadth ....... » 32. 4 

Between the steps were found two fragments of Me^ 
topes. One of these represents a warrior defeated in 
combat by a female wearing a tunic which descends to 
the feet, and is covered by another reaching to the knees. 
The male figure wears a cuirass with a piece of metal on 
Jihe back^ part , from the shoulders hangs a skin, the right 
'Side of the body leans to the left on a large shield. 

The. second metope nearly resembles the one described 
differing only in the dress , that of the male figure being 
Greek, and expiring on the ground, and the female placing 
her foot on his left thigh. The front of the temple was 
adorned with ten of these metopes. On the road le^^ding 
to the beach, about sixty paces distant, are ruins of a third 

lemple ( vide map n.** 3 ) which had 15 fluted co- 
lumns without base, but with capitals on each of the large 
sides, 6 on the small ones, 2 at the porticon and 2 at the 
pronauf with pilasters* The din^epsions of this teQipIe a^e 
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Lengthyfrom the end of the cblamm^palms 263. 6 
Breadth ••«,•••• v 98. 8 

Length of the cella , . . . ^ 195. 4 7, 

Breadth .*•••••• » 56. 

la 1831 the duke di Serradifalco found in these ruios 
five magnificent metopes y two in the porticon , tliree in 
the pronaos' They are of a beautiful greek work , of a 
graceful and pure design , and indicate in the tension of 
the muscles a perfect knowledge of anatomy. 

The first metope represents a naked youth of graceful 
form with the chlamis on his left shoulder; on the right 
shoulder is a lyre *, with the left hand he stops in her 
flight a female covered with a tunic. These two figures 
probably represent Apollo and Daphne. 

The second metope represents Minerva wearing a 
tunic , from her shoulders is suspended a mantle forming 
numerous folds ; the shield is covered with serpents and 
a head of Gorgona was placed in its centre. The goddess , 
with her left hand , throws down a naked warrior on 
whose shoulders hangs a mantle. This group represents 
the combat of Minerva with the giant Pallas. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE THREE METOPES 
FOUND IN THE PRONAUS. 

The first represents a naked youth , with a stag's skin 
on the shoulders, so disposed that two of the feet unite 
on his breast, the other two on his back; the hair is sym- 
metrically arranged in the shape of a crown and his feet 
are ornamented with sandals. He is surrounded by three 
dogs attracted by the skin whom he attemps to drive away, 
holding one in his left hand and with the right brandishing 
a dagger. Diana, placed on his right, looks witb indifie- 
rence at the scene and Seems to excite the dogs in their 
attack. The goddess is armed with the quiver 5 on her 
head is a small round cask, her dress is a long folded tunic 
covered with the peplon the wide sleeves forming fine 
undulating folds. 
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Tbe second metope j whidb is uninjured , represents 
a man seated on a rock, the lower part of the body 
wrapped in a garment with sandals on his feet. He looks 
with an expression of pleasure on a graceful young female 
whose arms he holds and who gently resists -, she wears 
a double tunic, one descending to the feet, the other co« 
vering her bosom; under the latter is a linen garment with 
small undulating folds which cover the breast and arms. 
A large veil falls over the whole of her person, and on 
her head she wears a diadem. 

The third metope represents Hercules with the lion's 
skin suspended over the soulders, the left, hand seizing the 
helmet of a female warrior who endeavours to wound hiud 
with a spear; her body is coV^ed with a cuirass and her 
left hand armed with a shield : she wears a light tunic , 
and pantaloons descend to her feet which are bare* This 
group i^epresents Hippolyte, the queen of the Amazons, who 
was killed by Alcides, in order to cJ)tain possession of her 
girdlew The heads , arms And feet of these metopes are of 
white marble, the bodies of calcareous stone. 

.Among the ruins of this temple two fine female heads 
in marble with diadems have been found together with 
two masks , on^ in marble , remains of friezes , cornices , 
pieces of architecture of greek design covered with red, brown 
and yellow- paint. Vestiges of ancient buildings are scat- 
tered aver tbe plain. 

About a mile to the west are ruins of the ancient 
Selinuntium* On both sides of the mouth of the Madiuni^ 
formerly the Selinos^ are parallel lines of ancient buildings 
( n.** 4. 4 of the map ) distant from each other about 300 
paces and extending from south to north. A few paces 
distant, on a hill near the sea, stood the very ancient city of 

Selinuntium. Diodorus relates that a part of the town 
was walled in by Hermocrates and the ruins of these walls 
still exist ( see map. n.® 10. 10). They are formed of square 
blocks, and in their vicinity are fragments of columns , 
architraves , capitals and cornices* In the, Acropolis of the 
ancient city are numerous ruins scattered in various di- 
rections and those of four temple*! the description of which 
commences with the one nearest the ^hore. 
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Temple ( see Hw"* 5 in the map) Foar steps wWch 
are well preserved supported 36 ^columns , 14 oa eacb of 
the larger, and 6 on the smaller sides ; at the porticon 
and pronaos of the cella th^re are 2 , and 2 j^asters at 
the angles ; a wall 4 palms high was raised between the 
two columns of the pronaos ; within the odla door were 
steps that led to the roof. 

The following were the ' dimensions r »• 
Length, outside the columns, palms 148. 3 

Breadth i> 60. 3 

Length of the cella • • • 3» 108. 

Breadth ••••••« » 33^ 

About 36 paces to the north are ruins of the ^^econd 
Temple (vide map n.* 6) of the doric order. The 
foundations of this temple: are nearly entipe ; among the 
ruins are the door at the lower part of the western wall , 
parts of the lateral doors ^ the base of an angular pilaster 
of the cella, a part of the frontispiece and other fragments. 
It appears bjr these fragm^ts that this temple had touches 
of stucco and plain designs with ultramarine, blue, red 
and yellow paint , the triglyphs were black and white. 
Length of the base palms 38. 9 
Breadth . . . • >. 22. 8 

Fifteen paces distant are the rains of 

The third Temple^ ( vide map n.® 7 ) A staircase , 
composed of nine steps led to the iront entrance and 
four steps were on the three other sides with 17 columns 
on each side; the only instance of the kind in Sicily. On 
the east and west sides were six columns comprizing the 
angular ones ^ the west side had a double portico sustained 
by four columns. The wall that separated the pronaos 
from the cella is larger than usual. 

Temple (n.® 8 in the map). The peristyle was ador- 
ned with 34 fluted columns and capitals but vnlhout base, 
13 being distributed on the larger, and 6 on the smaller 
sides. In the pronaos were 4 columns two being at the 
angles instead of pilasters ; the peristyle is wide, the cella 
narrow. 

Length, outside the columns, paloM 140. 
Breadth • •. . « » . • . » 9U. 4 
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A few steps behind this temple are retDditis of a cir- 
cular well ( vide map n,® 9 ) lined with terr^ catta and of a 
cylindrical form. Beyond the city walls are ruins on the left 
(n. 11) and to the right at (n. 12) those of an edifice. A 
mile from the month of the Se linos is a long line of tombs 
at unequal distances from each other (see map n»3.13. 13). 
The excavations made on this spot, and in other parts of 
the town, have produced greco-sicuH coins of various sizes. 

In the ruins of the temple (n.** 7) described above, three 
metopes were discovered by the English architects Angel 
and Harris which are highly interesting as they show the 
transition of style between the Egyptians and Greeks. These 
three metopes, with the two found in the plain opposite, 
are in the Museum of the Royal Library at Palermo. 

The first represents Hercules wearing a lion's skin 
which is lined on the sides by a red girdle ^ his sword is 
suspended from the right shoulder by a red band , his 
hair is short and thick. At the extremity of a spear which 
be holds on his shoulders, the head downwards and the 
feet tied with a red band , are two of the Cercopes bro- 
thers , Atlas and Candalus whose hands are also tied with 
a similar band embracing also their arms and breast; on 
their head is a kind of cap with small wings in the Egypt- 
ian style. The capital of this metope is covered with 
red paint* 

The second metope represents the fable of Perseus 
and Medusa. To the right of Perseus is Minerva, and to 
the left Gorgona, of hideous and gigantic forms, one knee 
on the ground and holding a young Pegasus in her arms , 
while Perseus , seizing her by the hair , thrusts into her 
throat the spear given to him by Minerva. The face of 
the goddess is black , slie wears a long white tunic of the 
greek form\ the folds of which descend to her feet co- 
vered with the peplon •, her hair flows in ringlets over 
her shoulders. The cask does not appear as the upper part 
of the figure terminates at the metope. The figure of Per- 
seus is naked, a small apron tied round the loins is secured 
by a red coloured band ; on his head is a red cask in the 
shape of a basin turned outwards. 

13 • 
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The third metope represents a quadriga with harness 

painted in red , and driven by a mam holding the rems? 

in his left hand , on each side females wearing a tunic* 

The duk^ of S^rradifalco has discovered other fragments 

->i of metopes in the same temple , and amongt these the 

heads of two youths, those of a warrior and of a female. 

' V Castehettano , 6 miles from Selinuntium , 12,700 

\ inhabitants , the ancient Castrum Entellinum so called 

. from Entella , a town in the vicinity. The palace of the 

^- Monteleone family is situated on the piazza. The cathedral 

is very ancient. In another church are a fine statue of 

S. John the Baptist by Gagini, and a picture representing 

^ the Madonna by Novell! . 

CamporeUo , 6 miles from the above town , 3200 
inhabitants. Near this place is the calcareous rock from 
which the stones were extracted that were used in build- 
ing the colossal monuments of Selinuntium. Beyond the 
river Arena or Alcjus is 

Mazzara^ 8 miles from CamporeUo , population 8400^ 
a maritime town fortified and surrounded with walls, sup- 
posed to be the Azon of Diodorus. It was occupied by the 
Bhodians and Saracens, and was firequented by the Norman 
Princes. The cathedral contains three ancient sarcophagi 
sculptured in has relief. 

Marsala , 12 miles from Mazzara , population 24000, 
the ancient Lilyhceum situated on one of the three promon- 
tories of Sicily , 12i miles from the African coast. The 
sand banks of Cape Lilybaeum are noticed by Virgil and 
Polibius states that pilots were requisite to navigate vessels 
along the coast. The port was celebrated in the Cartha- 
ginian expeditions into Sicily, and Diodorus relates that 
the army of Annibal , the son of Giscon , landed at Lily- 
baeum when moving against Selinuntium. It was at this 
port that Caesar embarked with his army to attack Uticav 
In the XVI century it was closed by immense blocks of 
stone in order to prevent the Barbaresque invasions. The 
promontory was subsequently called Capo Boeo > an ab- 
breviation of the word Idlybasum. 
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• TMs town wds" built hj tbe Ph^coiciaiis sbottly after 
the foundation of Selmuptium , and is mentioned by Po- 
libiiis a^ {K)s$es$ing strooag v^alls , ditcbes and a port. Cicero, 
ibougb styling tbe inb»bitauts bairbarians, states that the 
city wdfii. splendid, and the views from sea and land beau- 
tiful. It was the opinion of tbe aiicients that it had been 
the residence of the Cumsean Sybil whose tomb was its 
^eatest ornament. Diodorus and Macrobius speak of its 
sacred well , famous by the virtue attributed to its waters 
of iipparting to those who dratik them a knowledge of the 
future. This .w«U is situated in the church of S. John 
Baptist. 

^I^lb^b^um yim the constant ally of the Carthaginians i 
their strongest J>ulwark and the last town they preserved 
of their dominion in Sicily. The Romans made many at^ 
Xemptsi to gain possession of this town, and succeeded only 
after a ten yeajrs siege in the course of the second Punic 
war^ When they becinmef thast^rs of all Sicily they divided 
the country into two provinces , the Syracusan and Lily- 
bae^n , and this city became the seat of a Praetor. Ac- 
cording to the historian Fazzello it was destroyed by th^ 
iSafi^ens who founded on its ruins 

Mar set allah , the port of God, the pi'eseiat Marsala* 
The Normans , after the expulsion of the Saracens , sur- 
roufided it with walls, towera, forts and gat^s, which still exist. 

The church of S. Giovanni Battista contains a na- 
tivity of S. John by Novell! : that of S. Salvatore a trafis^ 
figutdtioA by the school oi Raphael. The convent of 
S. Francesco an old painting on boards* The ChiesiC$> 
Madre a purification. The monastery of S» .Girolamo a 
fine painting of that saint , and a picture representing the 
Crucifix , the banner of Don John of Austria presented 
to the convent by that Prince. 

The belfry of the Carmelitani church merits notice; 
at the sound of the bell a movement is visible in the 
building , but.no apprehension is felt of its falling* To the 
left of the gate towards the sea is the Chiesa S. uiovanni 
ill which is a staircase that leads to the Grotto of the 
Cumcean Sybil. In the centre is a 3mall wall of saltish 
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thaler. Gold, silver and copper corns, with lamps and marble 
pillars have been found in the grotto* 

The territory of Marsala produces a wine of excellent 
quality which is shif^d at a port begun by the late Mr 
Wodehouse and termioated by order of Ferdinand 11. 

At a distance of six miles from the coast is the islaad 
of 5. Pantaleon^ the ancient Motya , colonized by the 
Greeks who were expnlsed by the Phsenicians 580 years 
before the GhrLstian era. This island was the scene of an 
engagement between the Carthaginians and Dionysius by 
whom it was taken after a great slaughter. 

Favignana , 11 miles from Trapani, population 3700, 
the ancient Agusa situated opposite Africa, is another island 
18 miles in circuit with a mountain in the centre on which 
is a fort called S. Catherine. It has two ports ; in the one 
facing thie LilybjBum promontory the Roman fleet was sta- 
tioned during the first Punic war in order to prevent the 
Carthaginians from succourring Trapani which was besieged 
by the Romans. In calm weather during the summer months 
the phenomenon of the Fata Morgana is frequently seen 
on a grander scale than at Messina* The grottoes of the 
island contain numerous slatactites , and its soil produces 
vineyards firom which an excellent wiae called del £osco 
is made. 

The 1.9ola Maretimoj 20 miles from Trapani is three 
in circumference. It is covered with wild thyme and exports 
honey of an excellent quality. 

The Isola Le^anzo , 9 mUes from Trapani and 8 in 
circuit has various small ports and some sufficiently large 
for merchant vessels, 

^ TRAPANI (1). 

After the heroic times, which are envelopped in the 
obscurity of fable, the Aborigines of Sicily retired into the 
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interior' bi the islaod and while tbe Phsenicians^ according 
to bistoritf^s, fonaed establishments on the maritime regions 
of the West ^ tbe Greeks^ settled oii the eastern shores. Tbe 
PbsenicianSy being a commercial people, selected for their 
resideiKse |^kees that could serve as an emporium for 
mer^l^ndtze y- near -bays^ and sett ports. Trapani being of 
a very remote origin y as may be inferred from tbe bisto* 
rians of an(Dient times > and blivifig a port- well situated 
for trade to wjii^h the tkSLme-oi Drepanon was given from 
its resemblance to a scythe , was probably one of the po- 
sitions seleot^d by the Pbsenicians for their commercial en- 
terprizes. It was occupied by the Sicanians before the 
period of the Trojan War, and afi( stated by Virgil (^neid. 
lib. HI ) was tbe place where Anchises died and funeral 
jgames were celebrated to bis memory by £neas. 

Trapani, at the present day the chief town of a pro- 
vince, contains about 25,000 inhabitants. It is enclosed by 
Walls and carries on a considerable export trade in corn, 
sbumac, soda, fishery coral, rice, fruit and saluFiM)m April 
till August it has a coral fishery and that substance is either 
exported or becomes a source of industry to tbe people. 

The most interesting objects in this city are^ 

The Chiesa della Badia Nuova which contains a 
painting representing S. Dominick by Morreale , a S. Ca- 
therine by Garrega , and a Rosario over the high altar by 
f|n unknown artist. 

In tbe Chiesa di S. Nicolb is a marble bas-relief 
by Gasini representing the resurrection of our Saviour. 

The Torre Gotica in tbe strada Giudecca was built 
by the Saracens* 

The churches of «$• Andrea and della Luce contain 
paintings of the Madonna del Rosario by Garrega, and one 
representing the Virgin and child vnth the date of 1011* 

Chiesa di 5. Maria di Gesit* The picture repre*« 
«enting the. Saviour is by an unknown artist , those of 
Peter and & Francis are attributed to Bellini* In the pres- 
bytery are various works by Andrea Garrega. 

Chiesa di S^ Hocco^ In the sacristy is a fine paipt-* 
ing by Tito jl' Anna. Tbe Madonna and cbild^ the S^ Gre^ 
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gory, S. Jerome aud S« Ghatles are by Spagaolenio*. Ih the 
presbytery are a S. Roch aiicl a S. John wxitiQg bis gospel*, 
the frescoes^ representing the assompticm of the MadoDna^ 
are said to be by Domenichino* 

The Chiesa, de* Gesuiti contains. a S.Franceseo Bor- 
gia by Morreate, .a Sk Igna^io and a baa-iielief by Ma- 
rabitti) 

In that of S. Lorenzo is a S^ George on horseback 
of the school of Guercino. Under the chapel of the holy 
sacrament is a dead Ghiist 'in alabaster by Taxtaglia, and 
in the fourth chaped a: erin^i&don with the Madonna and 
S John, by Vandyk# 

The Ghiesa de* Padri Miwri oontains a S. Anthony 
of Padua by Garrega. Krom Trapani to Mcmte S. Giu- 
liano the distance is 5 nules. TJbree miles from Trapani 
is the 

Convene and Church of the ^nnunziata founded 
in 1332. In the nave of this church was deposited the 
body of S. Loub IX, king of France, who died at Tunii, 
from whence it. was taken to Trapani in November 1278 
and subsequently to Paris, The painjting repreienting the 
martyrdom : of jS« Andrea is attributed \f> Matda ^ Christ 
embracing the cross is by Carrega, the baptism of our 
Saviour is of the Giargione'UchdoL In the chapel of the 
Madonna, over an altar decorated with marble and silvei^ 
is a fine marble statue of the Virgin with the infant repo^ 
^ing on her left arm* 

Monte aS* Giuliano was celebrated in antiquity under 
the name of Eryca ^ on the aummit of which stood the 
temple of Venus Ericina which, according to Virgil, was 
built by i£tteas. Whto the town was taken by the Romaas 
the statue of the goddess was carried to Kome, and placed 
in a temple built expressly tD> receive it on the top of a hilL 
The temple of Eryi was restored under Tiberius ^ only a 
a few vestiges of it remain within the. fort. The town was 
one of the three founded by the Eilmi> aud enlarged by 
the Trojans;, its walls, which still; exist , ixklicate the tran* 
aition from the Cyclopean to thfi regular mode of const- 
ruction. Among the ruins of the temple many valuable ca* 
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meos have been found some of which are in the Barbieri 
coUeciion at Trapani. Those particularly worthy of notice 
are the following : a group of five figures on a sardonic 
stone representing the head of an old man between a ram 
and a serpent; onei in agate with the head of Paris ^ 
another white, on a red calcedonia ground^ with a young 
lion. Coins and other objects of antiquity have been found 
at the foot of the hilU 

The town of Monte S. Giovanni contains about 10,000 
inhabitants* 



TOWNS IN THE PROVINCE OF TRAPANI. 

Citariaj an ancient city, 20 miles from Trapani 
situated at the foot of Monte Daino , of which vestiges 
are still visible. 

Salemi^ 24 miles from Trapani, 12,100 inhabitants, is 
the ancient Samellio, inhabited by the Saracens who changed 
its name into Salem. It was one of the royal cities of the 
Normans and now belongs to the Moncada family. 

To the north of tSa/emi is a sumptuous castle of the 
lower ages. This town, by its elevated situation, presents 
many picturesque views, and from the foot of the cross the 
eye embraces Mazzara , Marsalla and the African sea« Its 
territory contains a variety of agates. 

Vita^ 24 miles from Trapani, population 3400, near 
Cape S. Vito. It is supposed that on its site stood the 
ancient Cithatlus. It was taken by Junius after the capture 
of Eryx who placed a garrison of 3000 men in the fortress 
called Acellus of which some vestiges are leftj near Cape 
Corfano are springs of sulphureous water. 
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JOCMEY FR(M TRAPANI 
TO PALERMO. 



Posts 


Miles 


1- •/. 


12 


i- 'A 


13 


1- v. 


11 


2. 


16 


2. 


16 


8.'/. 


68 



i 



Colonnelta 
Calatafime 
Alcamo • 
Borghetlo 
Palermo . 



The distance between these towns is 68 miles over 
a carriage road. From Trapani to Colonnelta the disFtance 
is 12 miles and thence there are 13 miles to 

Calatafimi ^ population 8300. This town', sitaated 
between two hills , was built by the Saracens , probably 
on the ruins of the ancient Longarico. From Calatafimi 
to Segesta the distance is three miles. 

Segesta or JSgesta. The history of this city is lost 
in the fabulous times, its foundation being attributed to 
^gestus or Acestes , the son of Trojan parents who emi- 
grated with iEneas. According to Diodorus he shared in 
the fatigues and dangers of the siege of Troy, and on his 
return to Sicily obtained with Elinius, a Sicanian, a grant 
of land on the banks of the Crimisus, and founded with 
^neas the city to which he gave his name. Thucydides also 
recognizes the Trojan origin of this town which was settled 
by the Trojans who were unable or unwilling to accom- 
pany iEneas to Italy. The ^gestan republic became rich 
: and powerful and is first mentioned in history at the period 
of the L. Olympiad when it began its wars with the Seli- 
nuntines. The river Mazzara divided the territories of 
the two cities whose rivality occasioned the ruin of 
each and that of Sicily. The enmity of their ancestors 
was transfused into their descendants , the Selinuntines 
sided with the Gnidians and Hcraclides , the Trojans 
and the Ercidi with the Segestans. In the first war the 
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latter were vwitdrnms, but taving been subsequently de- 
feated by the Selmnntines they applied for assistance to 
Athens^ and thi*ough the influence of Alcibiades, the expe- 
dition so fatal to them and to the Athenians was under- 
takeDb JEgesta then became subject to the Carthaginians 
who were expelled by the Romans in the first Punic war. 
Under the consuls Otacilius and Valerius, in consideration 
of its common origin with Rome , it was admitted to the 
rights of a latin city, and its territory was encreased; 
throughout the Roman period, and in the early times of 
Christianity down to the IV century , its condition was 
flourishing. In the XI century it was no longer mentioned 
in history. 

Of its ancient splendour there remain ruins of its 
Temple and Theatre. 

7%e Temple. On a parallelogram 237 '/^ palms long 
«nd 108 '/s broad were four steps on which stood 36 co- 
lumns with capitals, each formed of 10 or 12 blocks of 
calcareous stone, 14 On the larger, and 6 comprizing the 
angular ones, on the smaller, sides ; the frieze was orna- 
tnented With triglyphs and metopeis, the two lower sides 
were crowned by low frontons* The height of the columns 
and capitals is palms 35. 11 , the diameter 7 '/s. The di- 
mensions of this temple taken from the exterior of the co- 
lumns are as follow: 

Length • • • • palms 225. 1. 5. 
Breadth • . . * . » 79. 10. 8. 
Height, exclusive of steps » 62. 
From the absence of holes to receive the beams and of 
the c*ella , it is evident that the building was never 
completed , and its situation beyotid the walls in a fertile 
though solitary country proves that it was dedicated to 
Ceres , the temples of that goddess, according to Vitruvins, 
being generally placed in rural spots. Opposite the temple 
is a hill called Barbara or Farparo between which and 
the site of ancient Mgeiia. is the 

Theatre. Its diameter is 244 palms and like the greatest 
part of Greek theatres it is situated in a rock on the slope 
of a hill. Its form is a semicircular polygene; the Cayea 

14 
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is divided by six staircases leading to seven cunei of 
twenty sedili , those at the extremity being about one third 
the width of the others ; to the last row of the first cunei 
was attached a support to lean on, a convenience that did 
not exist in other Sicilian theatres. The lower part is pre- 
served, the upper part is ruined^ it stands on a wall raised- 
about six palms on the precinzione. The upper cunei are 
divided by two \fomitcri\ the part opposite the rock is 
supported by piles strengthened by light walls. The theatre 
is enclosed by walls composed of large square blocks, of 
the ^cena the foundations alone remain. On one of the 
sides is a greek inscription with the name of a personage 
to whom this monumeut was dedicated by the people of 
Segesta in honour of his Virtues ; the ground is covered 
with fragments of columns , friezes and cornices. Severat 
inscl*iptions have been found among these ruins relating 
to Segesta , one with a dedication to the celestial Venus 
whose temple is mentioned by Thucydides , two others 
relating to the theatre and one with the word askapos ^ 
belonging probably ta the temple of Esculapius. 

A few paces to the south west are ruins of an ancieni 
fortress, on the south stood £gesta. This site presents a- 
fine view over fields traversed by torrents and rivers bounded 
by high mountains, deep vallies, villages and the bay of 
Castellamare. Two miles and a half to the north of Monte 
Barbaro are the ancient and cel^br^ted Segestan baths sup* 
plied by six springs , Soxxx on th<e left |ind two on tlie right 
banks of the Gaggera. 

In the vicinity of these spi'iogs is the town of 
Castellamare containing about 8500 inhabitants and 
situated on a bay formed by the Tyrrhenian sea. Its fort 
is supposed to be of Saracenic construction. A hill rising 
in the plain of Targinisi not far from the town , is re* 
markable by its deep grottoes. 

At a distance of 11 ^ miles from Calatafimi stands 
AlcamOy situated at the foot of Monte Bonifato and 
containing 15,600 inhabitants. This town was built on the 
hill by the Saracens and preserves its walls. Under Fre- 
derick II in 1330 it was rebuilt in the plain. Near Bella 
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-jF^illa , to tlie north oif llie town , are ruins of fori Calatuh 
-which was probably built by the Saracens. The territory 
ot^lcamo abounds in marble quarries, producing a yellow 
marble of a very fine quality. 

Partenico , 15 miles from Alcamo , with a popu- 
lation of about 14,000 souls, contains a royal palace. At 
a distance of two miles is 

BorghetCo , population 5000, and 12 miles further 
on stands 

Morreaie, population 13,000, built in the XII cent- 
ury. The Benedictine monastery and the Cathedral were 
founded by Guglielmo il Buono in 1174. 

The Cathedral of Morreale is the largest and most 
splendid monument raised by the Normans in Sicily. The 
exterior has undergone various changes at divers epochs 
but the posterior part has not been touched. To the north 
is a portico with arches built in 1569 by Cardinal Alex- 
ander Farnese, the Archbishop of Morreale. The bronze 
doors by Bonanno of Pisa in 1186, are divided into square 
compartments each representing a scene from sacred history. 
The church , in the form of a latin cross , is 304 palms 
long, 130 in its widest, and 90 in its smallest breadth. 
The arches in acpte angles rest upon columns taken from 
ancient edifices as seen by the capitals some being in the 
ancient, and others in the Norman style; the former are 
decorated with leaves and cornucopeia of excellent execution. 
'The walls of the naves , the absis and arches are covered 
with mosaics representing biblical subjects ^ the sides of 
the choir are decorated with porphyry, marble and mo- 
^ics« The high altar and the chapel of S. Benedict are 
adorned with silver and with statues by Marabitti. 

Adjoining the Cathedral is the Benedictine convent 
surrounded by a portico sustained by 200 columns. A 
^fountain at one angle of the cloister is enclosed by arches 
and columns in the Moorish style. In the church is a 
painting which represents S. Benedict and other chiefs of 
his institution by Morrealese, and opposite is one relating to 
William II by Velasquez. 

The (iibrary contains numerous diplomas of the Sici- 
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lian kings , and In one of the donrfilories is a picture ro^ 
presenting the martyrdom of S. Pkcido by Paladino* 

In the Capiiehin cburch is a painting over the high 
altar representing the nativity of Christ in the style of 
Gherardo delle Notti. 

On the top of a hill near Morreale stiinds an edi&e 
called Castello di S. Benedetto which was probably an 
ancient fortress of the Saracens changed by William the 
Good into a monastery , an opinion which may be eon- 
firmed by the appearance of the walls and towers and of 
the church situated in the court , the ancient doors . and 
windows terminating in acute angles. 

From this spot the view embraces Palermo and its 
environs ) the Tyrrhenian sea and the . monastery of 
S. Martin. 

The road from Morreale to Palermo, a distance of 
four tmleSf presents at jdl points moat beautiful views and 
the country is in a high state of cultivation.. On approach^ 
ing the town it^ is lined With villas and fountains inter- 
spersed with orangey lemon , and other species of fmit 
trees* • ..'''\ 



PALERMO (1). ■ 

5rhis city, the ancieat Panormos, is situated in lat. ^ 
nortli 38*^ 6', 44'' and in longitude 31. 0. 20" in the centre f; 
of a luxuriant valley, closed by the Monti Pellegrino and Ca- ^'" 
talfano to the north and east, in the form of an amphitheatre, 
and contains about 175,^00 inhabitants.^ 

According toThifcydides it was occupied by thel^has« 
nician^, and ^^ states that it became the capital of 

the Cai^thaginian possessions in Sicily, but even under thfsir 

: (1^. Botel delta TrmOeria very clean and comfortable^ siUmied 
on the filarif^a^ und, cpmm^ndi^g, an; extensive view of the bay ' 
and country. It is kept by Salvatore j^agi^a*: Tfie hotel ^Ibianf-j 
de France and Pizzufq^ are also good but are not iituat^if on 
the Mariija. , » ^ ^ . . 
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ru1e,tlie iidbabhants foiloweitlie greek castomsyahd an ancient 
inscription, recording chariot races and ibe plaudits of the 
peof^, proves that the town possessed a palestra. In the 
course of the first Punic war it was taken by the Romans 
who declared it a free city; after the ruin of the Roman 
empire it was occupied by the Saracens who embellished it 
with fine edifices, and built a line of aqueducts which con- 
Teyed to the town the springs of die neighbouring mounts 
ains ; these aqueducts are still in use« After the expulsion 
ef the Saracens by the Normans it became the residence of 
the kings of Sicily. Its subsequent fortunes are blended with 
those 01 the royal houses of Swabia , Anjou , Arragon , 
Castille and Bourbon^ It is celebrated by its climate , by 
the hixnriancy of its soil, its splendid edifices ^ and the 
regularity of its streets, the two principal ones the 2'oled6 
and Cassano being each a mile in length, intersecting each 
other at right anglies , and leading into an octangular 
piazza called the Quatiro CantonL It is flanked by sub- 
urbs , to the south are the Ficarazzi torrent, and the river 
Oreto. On various points , particularly towards the sea , 
it is fi>rtified, and along the shore is a beautiful quay called 
the Marina. 

The town is divided into four Rioni: del Capo or 
Siraicadi^ ddVAIhergaria^ detla Kalsa and della Loggia^ 

l/ RIONE SIRALCADI 

The entrance to this quarter is by the Porta Nuo* 
ra , built in 1460, it vras^ damagied by the earthquake 
of 1693 restored and deoortied with bas-reliefs in 1823« 
To the left is 

The Chiesa S. Giacomo said to be of Noi*man con* 
struetion in 108& It forms a quadrangle and is divided 
into five naves bf £9ur rcfws of columns , a pieculiarity 
not observed in other churohes of that period. the largest 
never exceeding three nates. 

The Largo del Pi^ireta is so called from the p^pjH 
which I in anciei^ tunes , griew on the banks iSt a sueaui 
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marked at this spot in the topography of the old town.. 
To the south is 

The Palazzo Arcivescovile. On the east is a window 
of fine Gothic architecture that formed part of the ancient 
palace, and at the south angle a balcony with sculptures 
by Gagini. 

The Cathedral is surrounded by a balustrade adorned 
with statues of yarious Sicilian saints , the central one being 
dedicated to Santa Rosalia. It forms a mass of rich Gothic 
architecture, and was built hy Gaulthier Offarailio Arch- 
bishop of Palermo in 1169 and consecrated in 1185. Having 
undergone various changes the wall of the middle nave , 
and a portion of the outward wall near the principal 
chapel, are all that remains of the primitive structure. 
The southern part is decorated with white marble statues 
by Gagini and his school \ they stand in symmetrical order 
on the upper part of the portico which is formed of acute 
arches resting on columns ; the capitals and ornaments of 
the door exhibit both taste and delicacy in their execudon; 
this portico was added to the church in 1426. The large 
door to the west was finished in 1421 ; the light Campa- 
nili, the windows and the arches that unite it to the Arch- 
bishop's palace produce a picturesque eflfect. The form is 
a latin cross divided into tnree naves \ the length is palms 
385, breadth 114 and 140 at the cross. One of the marble 
basins containing the holy water was sculptured by the school 
of Gagini, the other in the XFV century ; the high altar is in 
pietre dure^ the pavement of the large chapel is in verd* an-* 
tico and porphyry mosaic* hi the tribune are statues of the 
XII apostles wiui angels bearing the crown of martyrdom, and 
in the centre of the high altar is a statue of the Redeemer. 
These works, and the bas-reliefs at the crucifixion altar, are 
by Gagini and his school; the wooden seats on each side of the 
choir were carved in 1500; the altar of the Sacrament 
is in kpislazzttli. The tombs of Ruggiero and Costanza, of 
Frederick II and Henry VI are decorated with porphyry 
urns ; on each side are two marble sarcophagi with has* 
reliefs , one of William of Arragon, the other of Costanza 
the wife of Frederick II. On thc; right wing of the church 
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h the alur of S. Ignatius with a paintiDg by Novelli^ in 
the winter choir one of S. Crispino and one of the Assunipt-> 
ion by Velasquez. To the left of the choir is 

The Catacomb forming a right angle near the absis^ 
with eight low pillars in the -centre and eight others on 
the western side ^ seven of tb^se pillars are of granite. To 
the right are various high reliefs by Gagini , a sarcopha- 
gus attributed to the Archbishop.Nicodemus with- sculptures 
representing a lamb, a greek cross, and insicriptimis of the 
greek liturgy •, near it is another of the Norman epoch , 
that of Ugo II, a Bizantine tomb representing the Apostles ^ 
that of Cardinal Tagliavia, the urn of Tedescni, Archbishop 
of Palermo ,> those of Frederick of Antioch, of Oiiamilioy 
Paternd etc. Opposite these tombs are seven semicircular 
chapels each having an altar i at the left entrance are two 
sarco^agi with bas-reliefs representing the metamorphosis 
of Adonis and an apotheosis ; this catacomb is lighted 
by aperture in the ceiling and in the eastern wall* Oppo-^ 
site the minor lateral doors is a house with a mosai<i orna- 
ment, and' under one of the windows is the inscription hig 
DATUB GOBOHA BEG16 , from wbich it may be inferred that 
Count Ruggiero and other kings, were crowned in this 
chapeL 

. Chiesa della Badia Nuova. The frescoes of the 
ceiling, the painting over the right altar representing 
S. Francis and other saints , are by M orrealese. That of 
tbe high altar representing the mystery of the Redemption 
of mankind is by Patavia. 

Chiesa de^ Gesuiti. In the chapel of S. Luigi is a 
figure of the saint by Marabitti; the arabesques of the co~ 
Inmns, the architraves,: friezes and cornices are by Gagini^ 
the frescoes by Tancredi. 

Chiesa di S* jigostino. The fa9ade , in the Gothic 
style , is of 1275* The minor door is decorated with sculpt- 
ures by the elder Gagini which indicate the epochs of Sici- 
lian sculpture* 

The Chiesa di S. Fito contains painting[s Inr No- 
vell i ; that of Monte Fergine a Madonna delta Conso^ 
lazione of the early greek style. 
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In the ChiescL del CaneelUere are an Efaphany hj 
Antonello and frescoes bj Novelli^ and in that of «SL Ninfa 
is a S. Cecilia by Barbalonga. 

RIONE DELL* ALBERGHERIA. 

The Palazzo Reale , one of the most sumptnons edi- 
fices of ancient Palermo^ has always been the residence of 
the Sicilian kings, and in the opinion of several historians 
it was occupied by the Carthaginian, Roman and Saracenic 
governors. With the changes it nas undergone in the course 
of ages it is. now a componnd of the JSaracenic and Norman 
style of ardiitecture^ On the attic story is ' 

The Specola or Observatory, which commands an ext-* 
ensive and beautiful view, and is provided with excellent 
ikistruments. It was here that the celebrated P/az^^e disco- 
vered the planet Cetes* The large staircase to the left 
leads to 

The CappoUa Palatiriaj one of the most interesting 
monuiiients of the kind in Sicily, iby the splendour of its 
mosaics in pietre dure, its antiquity ^ and elegance. It has 
three entrances. The large door bias a marble cornice carved 
with leaves around wbich it a mosaic bax»l of gold and 
pietre dure^ the minor doors are closed l^y Beautifully 
carved bronzes, the cornice is lined with sculptures repre- 
senting the heads of various animals; the walls near tl^ 
principal door are covered with various coloured mosaics 
representing biblical subjects. On the ancient camplinile is 
an inscription in three languages relating to the clock 
made by order of.Gounti Kuggiero ^ in the principal nave 
are columns sustaining five acute arches. The ceiling , in 
the Moorish style, is divided into roses delicsFtely carved, 
the niches ane filled with paintings of men and animals 
surrounded with arabesques; the arches near the presby-'^ 
terio are sustained by porphyry columns^ the base of the 
Sancta Sanetorum is composed of various cx)loured mar- 
bles ia the form of.two sespefits, the altar is enclosed 
by a marble railing lined with '/^setra'^re of various co« 
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kars. Thet.fioest mosaic in the church i$ that of Christ 
blessing the faithful ; where the friezes are wanting the 
apace is .covered with greek, latin and arabian inscriptions 
relating to saints^ biblical matters* or to the family of 
Count Ruggiero. 

The room called the Torre Normanna , situated 
near the archive room of the church , is decorated with 
marble columns lined mith mosaics of various colours 
representing Normans armed with the bow and hunting 
stags J lions , leopards and other animals. . 

Chiesa di S. Gioi^annl degli Eremitic If the date 
of its foundation were not known to be io 1132 , its 
external form would indicate the Saracenic y much more 
than the Norman, period. The upper part consists of four 
eupolas altogether in the oriental style* It is in the form 
of a iatin cross with a single nave as customary in the 
Siculo-norman churches; this church vras given by king Rug- 
giero to some hermits from Puglia; The adjoining convent 
is enclosed by a double colonoadew 

The Church of Monte Oli\^to contains a marble 
statue oi the Madonna by GaginL The painting of S.Be- 
nedict with' the other fouflidei*s of that order is by Ve- 
lastpiez. 

The Hospital yrus built by the Conte di Aloamo in 
1330. The southern ^ and eastern, sides, are a fine sample 
of the ' {dain Norman architecture. The door, with inscript- 
ions of that period, is decorated with a frieze and the> arms 
of the Selaftni family; the ardied windcms are divided by 
a column. The interior, contains, a pkintihg by Crefecenzio 
which repre^nts the triumph/ of death riding a horse, and 
a fresco representing paradise^, by> Morrealese. 

The public library in the tico S. Michele contains 
30i,000 vcuumes and various gredL manuscripts. 

The Chiesa. di & Michele Arcangelo existed before 
the period of the Norman xlyoa^y , as ascertained by a 
diploma preserved in the archives of the Cappella Palatina. 

The. Chiesa ^' Gesuiti is remarkable; 1^ a profu- 
sion of marble mixed with ^arabesques*: The cupola in the 
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S. Anna chapel, die S. Franceico d* Ajgao and the 
hermits, are paintings by Novelli. 

The Regia Universitd. A portico decorated with four 
ilated columns leads to a covered vestibule and a court* 
yarJi, around which are arches and columns. At the hot* 
torn of the court is the Museum containing the metopes 
found in the temples of Selinuntium , already described, 
the most ancient of which form an intermediary epoch of 
art between the Egyptians and Greeks. The other obfects 
particularly deserving of notice are a triglyf^ and fragnients 
of a small temple found also at Selinuntium , the statue 
of a consular personage from Tindaro^ those of Jupiter 
and Minerva , two x;andelal»*i, one representing Isis and 
sphinxes from Solanto , the statue of a Bacchante from 
Pompei^ a status of Esculapius and an antique sarco^ 
phagus from the temple of Hercules at Agrigentum, 

On the first story are the cabinets of physics , natu* 
i^al • history, anatomy, and the 

Picture gallery^ containing a holy family by Rubens, 
S, Pietro in diains by Novelli , the fall of S. Paul by 
Mareo da Siena , a Madonna with S« Joseph and S. Ro^ 
jtaKa by Morrealese, S« Andvea Avellino and a martyrdom 
I)y Salvator Rosa , S. Jerome by Spagnoletto , a portrait 
jw Morrealese , a landscape by Vdasquez, Andromeda on 
ah^ rock by Vandyk, a .Madonna and angels by Bbzzolone^, 
ft Pieta by. Spagnoletti , a transfiguration by Marco da 
Siena y Laban by Luca Giordano, a. Madonna and various 
smiivts by Grescentio in .1440y a Su Antonio by Aniemoloy 
au . Amphitrite of Albani , ^a coronation of the Virgin of 
14i)0', 'S«> Bartolomeo by Marzione ,.the guardian angel by 
Sassoferrata., a mad<»nna -on boajcds by Bartqlomeo Ga« 
toolio of 1347-^^ . 

In the 'qentre of the adjoinii&g roOm is a sntiaU bron^ 
statue of die infant Hefcules , found at Pompei with several 
aitensils f^om the excavations of. that city* 

Al6ug the eomdor is.a <opIlection of oasts , and ift 
the cpntiguous rooms* are engravings by Drovet , Andran 
and. Endelink. Jn another small cabilwt «ire some valuable 
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paintings: Gbrist crowned with' thorns by Correggie^, the 
family of Rubens by Vandyk, *a holy family by Scbid one, 
a portrait by Holbein , a battle piece by Novelli, an Aii- 
minciation by the school of Vandyk , a sketch by Poli- 
doro , a Pieta school of Albert Durer, a terrestrial para^ 
^se by Breughet , a deposition from the cross by Luca 
Gimbiaso ^ a Madonna with the child and S. John by 
Ben^enutO Garofalo, a sketch of the Spasirr^o painting, 
attributed to Raphael, a portrait ^f Giorgione by Gastel-^- 
franco , and two sketches by PoHdoro* 

Piazza i?o/o^Ma. In the centre stands a bronze statue 
of the Emperor Charleys V» 

The Chiesade^ Teat ini is an el^ant building in 
the shape of a« latin cross; the principal naye is supported 
by columms , eight of which sustaining the cupola at^ of 
a single block. The high altar is decorated with pieftre 
dure \ the crucifix , excepting the arm ^ is of a single piece 
of ivory; the one in the left chapel near the sacristy li 
attributed to Michael Angelo Buonaroti. The picture repr(»- 
senting'S. Gaetano is by NoYelli. Undet this tetnple is 
another church with large pilasters. ^ 

The church of A CAia/vi cont£lins ii pliinting of the 
Pieta; in the one called Ortig'/ioni are frescoes by Novelli, atid 
in that of S. Sahatore various oil paintings by Taticredil 

RIONE BELLA KALSA. i 

The Porta Felice, said to be by Novelli , is one of 
the finest gates of the city. To the left is a public garden 
commanding a view of Monte Pellegrino'and of the sea, and 
is lined with fine palaces amongst which is that df th6 
Principe di Butera. 

In the Chiesa dei Crociferi is a paiut&sg of S. Mat- 
thias by Verde; in that of o. Teresa a portrait of the 
aaint by Borrebians. 

The Monastero delta Pi6td was a private palace 
built by Francesco AbatelK in 1495, a person who occu- 
pied j^aees of dlscinction under Ferdinand the Catholtc. 
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The walls^ doors and windows, each decorated with three 
light pillars , preserve their original form. In the church 
wnich is of a much later date is a Pieta by Aneimolo. . 

4$* Maria degli j4ngeli contains a Sposalizio by 
Aneimolo, a S. Pietro d' Alcantara by NovelH, 

Thft Palazzo de* Tribunali , the palace of Manfredi 
di Ghiaramonte, Count of Modica in 1307, is a mixture 
of Gothic and Saracenic architecture 5 it devolved to^ the 
crown after the decapitation of Modica for high Ureasoa 
and became th^ seat of the Inquisition in Sicily. 

Near the Teatro S* Ferdinando is the church of 
S. Francesco d^ Assist; the front part, of gothic design, 
is forined of larches covered with arabesques. The interior 
consisted of three naves, but after the earthquake of 1823 
which destroyed the frescoes of Morrealese , it has under- 
gone alterations^ The statues in stucco, representing the 
virtues, are by Serpotta, several are of the XIV and XV 
century. The equestrian statue of S. George is a valuable 
work by Gagini. ' ' 

Chissa di S. Lorenzo t the painting oVtr the high 
altar is by Caravaggio. The sents in the Oratory • are of 
ebony with carvings inlaid with ivory and mother of pedrL 
The fresoe representing Jacob blessing his sons is by 
fiorremans. ;. 

The Chiesa della Magione^ built in 1150, is of 
Norman architecture and preserves its original form. 

The Palazzo Pat€rnb\ an ancient building with 
circular arches , was inhabited by the Emperor Gharles V. 

Near the ancient Porta di Termini^ restored in 1328 
by Frederick II, are ruins of the Chiesa dello Spasimo 
which possessed the celebrated painting of Kaphael, called 
the Spasimo. di Sieilia^ now in Spain. 

In the Chiesa di Monte Santo is a 8. Maria Mad- 
dalena de' Paiizl by Novelli, and beyond the theatres 
S. CecStaiy the C!arx)lino aiki the 'Poist Office is 

The Chiesa deW Ammiraglio or La Martorana^ 
Though altered from its primitive form, enough of the 
ancient, remains to^ rendel^ it one of the interesting monu^ 
jnenfis ^f the i^ulo-<i<»:man architednro; itwas built by 
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George of Antiocli , the fiigK admiral of Irfiig Ruggiero, 
'with the quadrilateral fort surmoonted by a cupola, in the 
true greek style , and till the time of Honorius III the 
service was celebrated according to the greek ritual. In 
1433 it was conceded by king Alfonso to the nuns of a 
contiguous convent called la Martorana which was founded 
in 1193 by Heloisa, the wife of Goffredo di Martorana. 
In the interior are mosaics representing the saviour crown- 
ing king Ruggiero with George of Antioch at the feet of 
the Madonna. The tower, of a light and elegant form, now 
the campanile , is the only part of the edifice preserving 
the original style of architecture. 

The Chiesa di Si Cataldo is an interesting mor 
nuinent of the Siculo-^norman style preserving entire its 
original form* It was probably built, together with the 
adjoining palace, by Majone the high admiral of William I, 
and the plan being a long right angle its greek form 
appears to advantage. The acute arches are sustained by 
columns taken from ancient edifices , and on the exterior 
part there are thre<? semispheriq cupolas ; the ancient or- 
naments have disappeared but the pavement is rich in 
mosaics, in pietre dure , in porphyry and serpentine slabs 
forming various desigiis. ^ * 

' Chiesa S. Cateritia. The walls, the altars and the 
patement are lined with marble. The paibtiiig on the cu- 
pola is by Vito d^Ann'a, the Madonna and child over a 
confessional is attributed to Rubens. 

Piazza Pretoria , e fdnte. The ceiitre of r.his little 
piazza is decorated with a large and beautiful fountain 
of the elliptic form from which the waters issue by 56 
channels; it wa^ built by Camilliaui and Yagherino, two 
Florentine sculptors, in 1550* At the end of the third 
step it is closed by a marble balustrade, and the interr 
mediary pilasters support two half statues. Within the 
enclosure are four baBihs t^ith sir iiichc?s in whi<^h are six 
heads of animab, and on a small rock nre^four statue^s each 
holding an urn.. On the tipper line of stcfpsis a fountain 
in a shell, and in the centre are four sea horse's , with 
harpies on their crupper sustaining the first basin which 
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18 carved with geese inlermixed witli dolphins. Near these 
are four Syrens with urns who» arms sustain the second 
basin in the centre of which are four Genii ^ and four 
dolphins twisted between their legs support the last 
basin on whidi stands a child pouring water out of a 
cornucopeia. 

The Palazzo Senatorio is a square grandiose building 
the foundations of which were laid in 1300 by Frede- 
rick II of Arragon, but it was not completed before 1470. 
On the staircase is a statue representing the Gen ids of 
Palermo resting on a porphyry pedestal. In one of the 
rooms is a statue of Ferdinand I. The diplomas relating 
to the privileges of the town are preserved in this palace, 
and one of its halls is dedicated to the scientific and lite- 
rary assemblies of the AccadenUa del Buon gustOm 

. The Ckiesa di S. JViocolo di Tolentino contains the 
pictures ' of the titular saint , of S. Augustine , aad of 
& Gasimir, king of Poland, by NoveUi* 

RIONE BELLA LOGGIA^ 

To the right of the Porta Felice is 

The Conservatorio di & Spirito which receives 
children of both sexes and instructs them in those branches 
of trade for which they show an inclination. To the left is 

The Chiesa delta Catena^ the portico of which is tee 
of the finest edifices of the XIV century existing in Palermo. 
In the second chapel are four fine marble statues of the 
Gegini school *, the painting over the altar which has been 
injured in the restorations , and the Madonna of the fol- 
lowing chapel with the angels in alto-rilievo, are of the XIV 
century. In the two chapels opposite are paintings of the 
school of Novelli. 

Chiesa di Sj Antonio. The tower of Bayck, situated 
on this spot, was built by the Saraceiu in the 531 year 
of the tiegira, 942 of the Christian era. In subsequent 
times it was called the porta de* PatitelU. The inscription 
under the ^battlements' , ^ the )same characters as thoseso 
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frequently met with in Palermo, is interpreted thus: Non 
est Deus nisi Deusp nan est potiintia ne^ue fartitudo 
nisi in Deo forti omnipoienti. The paintings over the 
two principal altars arc by Ganci. 

The Chiesa di S. Matteo contains two paintings by 
Novelli and frescoes by Vito d'Anna. 

The Piazza Fillena presents from its centre one of 
the finest views of the town, embracing the whole liue of 
the two principal streets , the Porte Nuova, Felice, S. An- 
tonio and Maoqueda. The fii^ades of tfaQ piaista are adorned 
with statues of kings and of allegorical figures. 

The Pizzuto is an ancdent tower built with square 
atones. 

The Chiesa 5. Pietro contains two paintings by 
Aniemolo* 

The Chiesa delV Olii^Ua , one of the most splendid 
churches in Palermo , contains frescos by Manno , Riolo 
and Loforte. In the second chapel is a fine painting of the 
Madonna and S, John attributed to Giulio Romano or to 
Lorenzo di Credi. Under the transept is anothei' Madonna 
and saints by Pakdino who also painted the S. Ignatius 
of the opposite ! chapel. The chapel of the crucifixion is 
decorated with marbles, amethysts, topazies, agate, lapis^ 
lazzali, comiola and fasper columns^ 

The Casa de* Filippini annexed to the church has 
a library which is open to the public. The Oratorio is 
of a fine style of architecture. 

Chiesa di S. Domeriico, The column in the piazza 
was erected in 1726 by the architect d^Amico ; it supports 
a bronze statue off the Virgin executed on the model of 
Serpotta , the church is remarkable by its size. According 
to the inscription over the principal entrance it affords 
room for 11^918 persons allowing three squjire palms to each 
person. It is divided into three naves, and contains a Ma- 
donna del Rosario by Aneimolo and a painting representing 
;die Penteioist/a tiamabk monument of SicJiftan art it the 
close of the XV cetttwry; In the sacristy is ar Madonfta 
mth the Apostles attributed^ to Pietro Peruginti* 
\: Compagnia dei iJiosario* The cieling of this church 
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was painted by Morrealese , the foar round pictures are 
by Borremans , the painting over the high altar is one of 
the master pieces of Vandyk. The other paintings are Jesus 
disputing with the doctors by Morrealese , the annuncia- 
tion by Loyerde , the coming of the holy Ghost by No- 
velli, the prayer in the garden and the assumption of 
Maria by Luca Giordano y the flagellation by Stemmer ; 
the stuccoes are by Serpotta. 

Chiesa di Falv^erde ; the . painting over the high 
altar is by Novelli \ in the first chapel to the right is one 
by Aneimolo. 

The Chiesa di «5. Zita contains a S. Anne by 
Novelli , a fresco in the Rosario chapel , by Pietro d'Agiula, 
a deppsitioti from the cross, the master piece of Aniemolo, 
the communion of the Magdalen by Novelli j the dispute 
of S. Thomas by the school of Antonello , and on the 
high altar a painting by Carlo Maratte. The cl;iapel behind 
the choir is decorated with bas-reliefs by the school of 
agmi. 

The Chiesa S, Giacomo , built in 1339 on the ruins 
of one of the earliest moscpies of the Saracens , is deco- 
rated with valuable paintings by Aneipmlo, one represent- 
ing the flagellation of .Christ. 

Castellamare y situated on the coast , >was founded 
by the Saracens and restored by . the Norman^, In the 
church are a & Silvester , > a. S. Gaetano and a Madonna 
del Rosario by Vito d' Anna* 

f The Chiesa di Sm.' Giorgio contains a Madonna del 
Rosario by Luca Giordano^ a S. Luke by Paladino, the 
baptism of our Saviour and the annunciation of the Virgin 
by Giacomo Palma. 

PHIVATE COLLECTION IN PALERMO. 

The cabinet of Prince Trabia contains medaU, oameos, 
intaglios, a small golden bull with a Phnnician inscription 
found in the ruins of Segesta^ gems^ bronzes^ greco-^sicull 
and arabo-siculi vases. Among the paintings ar^ works by 
Luca Giordano, Gherardo, Benvenuii , and the Caracci. 
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The Rwona collection is composed of objects of na- 
tural history. 

In that of the Principe di Campofranco are pictures 
by Titian , Albert Durer, fra Bartolomeo , and Salvator 



Sig. Pojenoy opposite the palazzo Butera , possesses 
a small painting on boards representing the Pentecost, by 
Raphael , several works by Morrealese and Aneimolo, and 
four fine pictures by Spagnoletto. 



ENVIRONS OF PALERMO- 



Beyond the Porta Felice is the 

Foro Borbonico , about a mile long. This public 
walk is decorated with the statues of Carlo II, Carlo III, 
Ferdinando I and Francesco L 

Near the Villa Giulia are the Botanic garden , now 
one of the first in Europe , and the Ponte dell' Ammira- 
glio in the Arabic style, thrown over the Oreto river 
which takes its source at Misileandani beyond Morrealese. 
To the right is 

The Chiesa de^ Letrosi , founded by Count Ruggiero 
after the capture of Palermo on the spot where his army 
had been camped. The walls, the eastern side, and the 
<;upola are of the primitive construction , the windows and 
doors in the form of an acute angle. 

Mardolce or Favara. This large square building 
with a spacious court yard , is of the Arabian style of 
architecture and was probably a residence of Count Rug- 
giero who is said to have built the chapel. Near it are 
ruins of an ancient vapour bath. 

Of the Naumachia only three arches remain , over 
which are 

The Grotte di Mardolce or San Ciro , containing 
the fossil bones of elephants, of hippopotami and of other 
animals now nnkown. 

The Chiesa di S. Spirito , built by William II in 

16 
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1178 , is celebrated as being the spot where the Sicilian 
Vespers commenced in 1282. 

The Chiesa S. Antonio contains a painting of the 
Madonna, by Novelli. 

In the f^allata delta Guadagna are ruins of a 
Norman palace consisting of a large hall , the doors and 
windows having acute angles with small pillars. These rains 
are called by the peasants the Torre de* Diavoli. 

The Carmelite church is also of Norman foundation. 

The Real Casa de^ Matti^ an edifice of plain , but 
handsome architecture , is divided into two parts for both 
sexes and subdivided into four other parts each of which 
is destined for the patients afflicted with the same species 
of insanity. The researches made by men of eminence on 
the nature of this malady have shown' that the mode of 
cure should be different to that so long practised , that 
gentle measures are far more successful than violence in 
curing the malady, and in giving scope to the ideas of the 
patients. Providence had reserved for this experiment in 
Palermo a gentleman named Pietro Pisani^ who aband- 
oned a brillant position in society and withdrew to this 
house of mourning to become the father and comforter of 
of its inmates. Under his direction and by the observance 
of his regulations which have been adopted in America 
and in Switzerland , the cases of cure are generally 40 
per cent. It was the opinion of Pisani that reel usion occa- 
sioned a fixation of ideas which rendered the malady in- 
curable , that amusement , occupation and liberty added 
strength to the mind , arid by adopting this method the 
malady was either in part pr wholly cured. 

The Albergo de^Poueri was instituted by Charles III 
to receive the children of the poor and breed them up to 
different trades. In laying the foundations of the building 
several tombs , sepulchral utensils , coins and small idols 
were found. 

* At a short distance from the gate leading to Mor- 
reale is 

Cuba which formed a portico or circus of two miles 
covered with gardens and trees. At the entrance was a line 



Digitized by 



Google 



121 

of small cu[iolas surrounded b'j a long portico^ the palace 
was built of large square stoues. According to Fazello and 
Other historians , Cuba was a country residence of the 
Emirs. 

The Capuchin convent i In laying the foundations 
of this convent in 1732, an ancient cemetery was disco- 
vered divided into several galleries; a chamber, situated 
under the church , is filled with the dried bodies of va- 
rious personages standing in niches and dressed in the 
capuchin habit \ a label indicates their names and the date 
of their decease* 

The Palazzo delta Zisa , in point of antiquity and 
splendour, is one of the most interesting monuments of 
Palermo. The exterior is of Saracenic architecture and it has 
three gates *, the largest leads to a double vestibule and to 
an arch decorated with mosaic and sustained by two co- 
kimns; the first vestibule is lined with columns, pilasters, 
mosaics , and the walls are inlaid with marble. At the 
extremity is a fountain of white marble. 

S. Martino delta Scata is a large ancient building 
situated in the centre of a beautiful valley. The fii*st room 
contains ancient ofiensive and defensive arms. In the second 
and third rooms are sepulchral inscriptions in greek , arabic 
and latin , an urn, two large vases, and various objects of 
antiquity found in the ancient temple of Militetto. The 
fourth room, contains a collection of lamps , ^greco-sicv^li 
vases of various sizes and designs , and antique cups lined 
with gold found in the ruins of 

Siponto. This collection was presented to the mo- 
nastery by the Duke of Monteleone in 1819. In the fifth 
room are quantities of minerals and an ancient sarcopha- 
gus ; in the sixth is a cabinet of anatomy , presented by 
the professor Mariani. 

In addition to the frescoes and the picture represent- 
ing S. Beiiedict by Novelli , the monastery qpntains works 
by Spagnoletto , Gherardo delle Notti, Paladino, Muziano, 
Garacci, Vandyk and Titian. 

Otivuzza is decorated with villas belonging to the 
Princes of fiutera , Monteleone and Serradifalco. In the 
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latter is a gallery of paintings containing a holy family 
by Ghirlandajo, a domestic scene by Rubens, yarious woAs 
by Novelli , two small Teniers , tne passage of tbe desert 
by Poussin, several choice pictures and designs by Poli- 
doro and Morrealese, a collection of vases and other objects 
of archaeology- 

The rilla Filippina is surrounded with a portico; 
the paintings are by Yito d'Anna and Manno. 

At S. Paolo ae' Colli are the villas of Prince Pan- 
dolfina , of the Marquis Airoldi and 

The Fai^oritUy a royal casino, of Chinese architecture. 

The Arsenal y founded in 1630, can receive only 
boats and small vessels. 

The Mole , is defended by a fort , consisting of three 
bastions and a square tower, the light house is on another 
small fort. 

About a mile distant from the mole and on the coast 
is a place called the Acqua Santa on which is the magui- 
ficent villa of Prince Belmonte, commanding a fine view 
of Palermo and of the adjacent mountains. To the right is 

Monte Pellegrino formerly Ericta. The ascent, by a 
winding road to the south east, leads to a chapel dedicated 
to Santa Rosalia , the protectress of Palermo, whose body 
was discovered in 1624 in the grotto situated beneath the 
chapel. The festival of S. Rosalia lasts from the 11 till 
the 15 July when the town is illuminated, horse races 
and fire works take place and the triumphal car, bearing 
a statue of the saint, is carried in procession throngh the 
streets* The chapel is a covered vestibule with arches 
sustained by pillars of Gotognino alabaster. In the choir 
is a statue of S. Rosalia with a marble mantle enriched 
with gold and gems, and surrounded by figures of angels. 
The fortress on the mountain is said to have been built by 
Saturn , and was so strong by nature and art that it suc- 
cessfully resisted the attac&s of a powerful Roman army. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE TOWNS AND PLACES 
COMPRIZED IN THE PROVINCE OF PALERMO. 

Altavilla , 13 miles from Palermo, 2000 inhabitants^ 
commonly called Milicia. Beyond the road are tracts of 
land of the third formation abounding in fossil shells of 
species no longer found in the Sicilian seas. 

Bisacquino, 40 miles from Palermo, population 8200. 

Jasper and agate exist in its territory. 

Caltai^uturo , 41 miles from Palermo, 3700 inhabi- 
tants , was founded by the Saracens. 

Capaci J 10 miles from Palermo, 3200 inhabitants: 
within its territory there are fine marble quarries. 

Carini J 18 miles from Palermo, 870 inhabitants. 
Pfear the walls of this town and near the sea stood the 
ancient 

Hjccara , the birth place of the celebrated Lais who 
settled at Corinth. 

Castronuoi^a , 43 miles from Palermo , population 
4100 5 this word is derived from Castrus a very ancient 
town of uncertain origin. On the adjacent Monte Castro 
are remains of a large gate , and fragments of buildings 
are scattered over the ground ; these ruins are anterior to 
the Saracens \ the fortress was built by Ruggiero. In its 
vicinity are the quarries which furnished red marble co- 
lumns to the Caserta palace. 

Chiusa , 23 miles from Palermo , population 5500 , 
founded in the XIII century by the Conle d'Ademo in 
a fertile country containing various fine qualities of agate. 
Cimina , 23 miles from Palermo , population 5400 , 
founded by Matteo Palizzi ; the territory contains sulphur. 
Collesano , 42 miles from Palermo, population 3400, 
a town of ancient, but. unknown origin , placed on the 
adjacent mountain where traces of an ancient town are 
visible. On its destruction by the Saracens, the present town 
ivas built at the foot of the hill. 
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Contessa , 49 miles from Palermo, population 3000, 
built in the XIV century; the territory abounds in alabaster. 

Corleone , 39 miles from Palermo,' population 14000. 
Oa the Monte de' Cavalli in the vicinity stood the ancient 
S^hoera , of greek origin ; the remains of its walls are still 
visible. The excavations made on the spot have produced 
gold coins , fine Etruscan and Roman vases. Corleone vsras 
founded by the Saracens , taken by the Normans , and 
peopled with Lombards by Frederick II. The Capuchin 
church contains a large painting of S. Francis by Novelli. 

Diana di Cefalu , 18 miles from Palermo , 6000 
inhabitants, is supposed to be of S^iraccnic foundation. About 
a mile distant are two springs of thermal waters with a 
building in the Saracenic style. 

. Entella , 25 miles from Palermo. It is stated by 
Diodorus , by Pliny and Cicero, that a town of this name 
-was founded by the Trojans on a rock still called Entella. 
When the Campanians were expelled from Syracuse by 
Dionysius they settled at Entella and formed an alliance 
with the Carthaginians. The town was taken by Timoleon 
and at a later period destroyed by the Saracens. 

Giuliana J ^2l miles from Palermo, population 3215, 
is a town of ancient origin, Dionysius relates that its 
citizens having rebelled against Carthage gave themselves to 
the Romans, and were succoured by the Catanese during the 
siege of Syracuse, It was inhabited by the Saracens, was 
taken by > the Normans, and became Uie property of the 
most illustrious families of Sicily. Its territory contains 
nine qualities of agate and upwards of twenty varieties 
of jasper. 

Zercara, 36 miles from Palermo, population about 
€000 .; the territory contains solfatare. 

Mezzojuso, 25 miles from Palermo, population 4600, 
weis founded by the Saracens under the name of Minsi^ 
iinsuph and became an Albanian colony after the conquest 
of Constantinople by Mahomet II. 

Missibneri , 10 miles from Palermo^ population 7800, 
was ■ built ' in the XY ' ccntttry . The ruins of the castle 
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consist in variotis towers , quadrilateral battlements, court 
yards, and a winding staircase. 

Parco J 7 miles from PalermoV population 2600, was 
a country residence of kings Roggiero and William. The 
view extends over Morreale , plains ^ mountains , tbe sea 
and Palermo. 

Petralia soprana , 56 miles from Palermo , popu- 
lation 4600 , a word supposed to be derived from petra 
olea , a spring of bilumionus water rising at the base of 
the hill near the Chiesa della Madonna. In th6 Chiesa 
Madre is a painting of the Saviour on Calvary by No- 
velli , a deposition from the cross also by Novelli exists 
in the room of a congregation situated near the prisons. 

Plana de* Greci ^ 16 miles from Palermo; this town 
is inhabited by one of the principal greek colonies 
mentioned under the head of Mezzojuso i the Albanian 
idiom is still used and some follow the greek , others the 
latin, rite. The frescoes in the ^eek church are by Novelli. 

Polizziy 47 miles from Palermo, population 5500. The 
etymology of this word is supposed by some historians to 
be polls Isls , a city of Isis or Ceres who, according to 
Herodotus and Diodorus, are the. same divinity. It was 
frequented by the ancients, and was. subject to Various vi- 
cissitudes in Greek and Roman times. When taken from 
the Saracens by Ruggiero, a fortress was built on a spot 
called the Madonle or the piano delta battaglla. About 
the middle of the XV century it. was depopulated by the 
plague and has never recovered ita ancient splendour. 
In the church of S. Maria degll Angeli is k beautiful 
trittico attributed to Albert Durir. 

In the S.Francesco church a whole chapel is decorated 
with works by Antonib Gagini. The niches are filled with 
the statues of S. Francis , of the Madonna and S. Antonio. 

In the Splrlto Sahto is a iitatue of the^ Rosario by 
Yincenzo Giagini. 

In & Orsola is a painting by VigiKa, of 1497; 

Thie Chiesa Madre contains on its easteti^n side the 
/um of S. Gandolfo decorsiled with bas-rdie£s , and ft 
fragment of sculpture by Dometiico Gagini of 14S2.. 
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Sclafani, 40 miles from Palermo, population 675 5 
was inhabited by the Saracens. 

The Chiesa Madre contains an ancient marble sar- 
cophagus of fine greek work, with a bas-relief represent- 
ing a Bacchanalian festival. Two miles from Sclafani are 
springs of mineral waters near which the ancients ra}sed 
a temple to Esculapius. 

Santa Cristina , 17 miles from Palermo , with about 
800 inhabitants , is situated in a territory filled with jasper 
and agate. 

S. Giuseppe y 21 miles from Palermo, with 4000 
inhabitants, is near the ancient Jatus of which there exist 
some ruins. 



JOURNEY FROM PALERMO TO MESSINA 
ALONG THE COAST. 



Termine • 
Gefalii • • 
S. Stefano 
Torrenova 
Brolo . . . 
Patti . . . 
Barcellona 
Spadafora . 
Messina • • 
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From Palermo to Termini the distance is 24 miled 
over a carriage road; 5 miles to the right is Ficarazzi 
containing about 800 souls, and 4 miles further on Ba^^ 
garia, with a population of about 4000 , in which are 
several fine buildings. On the adjacent Monte Catal£uio 
stood the ancient town of 
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Salentium was founded, according to Th ucydides, by 
the Phs&nicians. Among the ruins are several deric and 
Corinthian capitals , fragments of various ^ized columtis , 
©f a road paved with large square stones, and of the an- 
cient walls. Fragments of a colossal statue of Jupiter, me- 
dals, and greco-siculi vases have been found on this spot. 
Towards the east are tombs delved in the rock , and a 
room with eight doric pillars, seats and mosaic pavement, 
opposite which stood a temple. This spot, called by the 
peasants Chlesozza^ was probably the centre of the town; 
at the entrance of the building are the bases of two co- 
lumns and walls which are covered with paint of various 
colours. Not far distant stood the ancient Ololis, a small town* 

JVabittj beyond the Milicia river, contains about 2000 
inhabitants, and three miles further on, on the other side 
of a fine bridge built by the Emperor Charles YI over 
the Termine river, is 

Termine Imerese containing about 20,000 inhabitants. 
It was called Termini from its proximity to thermal waters, 
Imerese fi'om the ancient Imera founded , according to 
Thucydides , by a colony of Zancleans in the IV year of 
the XXXII Olympiad, 649 before . Christ. Imera j by the 
defeat of the Carthaginians in its environs , is as celebrated 
in Sicilian, ais Marethon is in Grecian, history. It is called 
by Pindar a powerful city which gave birth to the poet 
Stesichorus to whom the Gatanese, after his death in their 
city where he had taken refuge, raised a monument near 
the Aci gale. 

The Chiesa Madre contains a crucifixion of the XIII 
century, a deposition from the cross of the german school, 
a S* Aime, and a holy family attributed to the school of 
Raphael. 

S. Caterina. The fa9ade in the gothic style has' bas- 
reliefs of the XlII and frescoes of the XIV century. 

In S. Crispino is a painting by Pietro d' Asuro re- 
piesenting the martyrdom of SS. Crispino and Crispiniano. 

In t>. Giouanni is the birth of the saint by Barbera. 

In S. Maria Misericordia are frescoes byNovelli, and 
the birth of the Virgin by Barbera. 
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The Chiesa di S. Domenico contains a sarcoptiagns 
with bas-reliefs, and a recumbent statae by Osorio of the 
XV century, a marble statae of the Madonna of the XIV 
century, two paintings by Barbera representing SS. Cosmo 
and Damiano and the last judgment. 

S. Maria di Gesu^ a S. Francis and an Assumption 
by Novelli. 

The Annunziata^ an annunciation and the marriage 
of S. Joseph by Barbera. 

S. OrsolUj a S. Benedetto Abate by the Chevalier 
Calabrese. 

La Consolazione ^ a picture representing the death 
of S* Joseph by the school of Novelli , and 

S. Antonio di Padoua^ a deposition from the cross, 
one of the best works of Barbera. 

In the Casa Comunale are frescoes and an oil paint- 
ing representing S. Francis by Barbera. The cabinet of 
antiquities contains a fine colossal marble statue of a con- 
sular personage, a colossal foot of excellent execution, a greek 
female bust, various torsi , capitals, inscriptions and other 
antiquities found in the ruins of Imera. 

The mineral waters of Termini are celebrated for the 
cure of rheumatic or cutaneous diseases. 

The Amphitheatre was of an elliptic form and 336 
palms in its largest diameter, but the curve and angles are 
only in part visible the edifice being covered with nouses. 
On the S. Lucia hill is a room nearly square 22 palms 
wide , lined with various coloured mosaics , which com- 
tnuhicates by three steps with another 17 palms in breadth 
and 20 in length •, opposite is a line of pilasters and co- 
lumns ; various tombs are scattered over the Giuncaniglio 
plain beyond the Palermo gate; medals, inscriptions, vases and 
terra cotta fragments have been found amongst these ruins. 

Acquedotto Cornelio. This aqueduct , of which some 
of the leads still exist , conveyed water to Termini from 
a distance of four miles. In the Cohtrada Figurella some 
parts of the arches are still visible.. Between Bruncato and 
the river Torto are buildings situated on the ruins of 
some ancient town. 
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Caccafno , population 6500 , four miles from Ter- 
ttini ^ possesses an ancient fort. The territory abounds in 
agate , jasper and porphyry. 

Cefalii , with about 9000 inhabitants, is the ancient 
Cephalcedium of the Sicanians. That it was an ancient 
city may be deduced from Diodorus who relates that Ha- 
xniico formed an alliance with Imera and Cefaledium at 
an epoch, calculated by Cluveriu^ at 396 years before the 
Christian era. As the word Cephalu^ agnifying rapes 
flexa , corresponds to the high curved rock on which the 
ancient town was situated , it is supposed by fiochart to 
have been a Punic town. 

The Cathedral^ founded by king Ruggiero, is adorned 
with a portico, divided by three arches resting on four 
pillars which are flanked by two square towers forming 
a pyramid. It is divided into three naves by granite pillars 
in one half of its length, the other half having four arches 
on a base sustained by splendid pilasters. Along the absis 
are mosaics representing the Saviour, the Madonna, angels 
and saints, with greek and latin ioscriptions. In the mo* 
nastery attached to the church are binary columns sust- 
stining arches decorated with sculptures and arabesques, a 
valuable monument of Siculo-norman art. 

A greek inscription preserved in the Curia ArcwB'^ 
scovile proves that the worship of Hercules prevailed in 
Ais town. The walls consisted of large square blocks 
without cement, and on the slope of the hill are ruins 
of aoi ancient edifice which indicate the transition from 
ibe Cyclopean to the regular style of architecture. The 
fortress, situated on the summit of this hill, contains large 
cisterns and deep caves. In the church dedicated to S. Ve^ 
nerasLTe fragments of the ancient town. 
i Pollina, containing about 16000 inhabitants , is the 
ancient Apollonicu 

Tusa , population 3500 ; on the piazza stands an 
ancient statue rej^reseniing a Consul found at 

S.Maria delLe Palate^ the ancient Alessa was founded 
by Archimedes near the river Alcesus. The period of it^ 
destruction is uncertain , though it is supposed to hav$ 
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taken place under the Saracens. It contained temples de- 
dicated to Apollo and Bacclind of which no vestiges aie 
left. 

At a distance of four miles is 

S. Stefano with about 3000 inhabitants^ and nine 
miles further . 

Mistretta , population 11000, the ancient Mistratum. 
taken by the Romans in the first Punic war and levelled 
vntb the ground. It was rebuilt by the Saracens. 

Caroniay with about 1800 inhabitants , is the ancient 
Calacta , huilt by Ducetius the chief of the Siculi^ with 
the assistance of Archonides , chief of the Erbetani y as 
related by Diodorus. 

Beyond the forest of Caronia is S. .Agata , and on 
a hill about five miles distant from the Tyrrhenian sea 
stands 

Sm Marco ^ the wicxent Agathyrna founded, accord-- 
ing to Diodorus , by Agathyrsus the son of ;£olus, about 
the period of the Trojan war; fragments of aqueducts and 
of ancient buildings are visible at a spot called S« Marco 
ten miles distant from the Orlando promontory. 

Raso , with about 6000 inhabitants , is surrounded 
with walls. The environs present the most picturesqiiEO; 
views^ particularly in the direction of <]ape Orlando* 

Brolo y populati<)n 735 , so called from the fort near 
Cape Orlando, contains a convent built by king Ruggiero 
in memory of a victory he obtained over the Saracens* 

Beyond Pirainoj containing about 3000 souls, is , 

Patti ^ population 6000. Though said to be of Jftoman 
foundation it is not mentioned in the annals of Sicily 
before the year 1094 when king Ruggiero founded t^Je 
monastery of S. Bartolomeo. The Cathedral contains two. 
ancient ^sarcophagi in which were deposited the rt^mains 
of Elimburga and Adelaide^ the two wives of Buggiero. 

- Five miles further on is Jk>i//aro, an ancient city said 
to have been founded by the Laconians in honour of Tinda-^ 
rus, the father of Leda. It was distinguished by its warlike 
spirit, joined Timoleon in his expedition against Syracuse, 
and offered an ^asylum to thfii Locreans ^M&d Messe&iaoJ' ^ 



wbo were expelled from their country. It fell during tbe 
political vicissitudes of Sicily ai>d a part of the town was 
destroyed by an earthquake* The circuit of the ancient walls, 
about three miles, comprizes the ancient Acropolis on the 
^te.jof .ivhich stands the Madonfta d&lla Socca, One of 
the gate^ is of the circular forta ^ a second^ in. the form of a 
covered way, leads to the. Gymnasium^ Of this edifice ther(^ 
remain fcagmeqts of wall^ and variolic arches composed of 
lar^ge square blocks united without cemenU Three rooms 
excavated in the. ruins are lined with mosaic pavements, twd 
of which are 35 by 11, and 33 by 16 palms in dimension. 
In the vicinity are ruins of 

^ The Theatre^ where the division of the cavea, and 
abfut 25 steps, ave visible* , 

Xhe eii^cavatioastxiade in the ruins, of Tindaro ha:Te 
produced iiiedals, rings^ gold bracelets, terra icotta utensils^ 
greek and latin iascriptions and num^ous objectsiof antiqui-* 
ty. The . church of Tindaro was built in 1598 on the ruins 
of. an anci^t fort. 

» ParceUQna contains about 15000 inhabitants. At a 
disjtanoe of ^ix jaoules is 

M^lu^ZQy population 9200) the ancient Misle founded 
by a Qoloi^yfrom Ztujicle* It afforded a refuge to the Naxiand 
aud Ca^ati^se when those towns were captured by the elder 
Cd^nysius. Ihe fortress was situated out the promontory 
called, in an^nl times, .the Chenoncsus aurea.et soUs 
insula^ 

./ Cflpe Melatzo is three iiOiles long; the church, of a 
Sue CSorinthian architecture and built at the comtuencemenl 
of the XYI century, contains two paintings by Antonello 
representing: S* Peter aad S. Paul. 

To thia north of Melazzo there is an extensive grottOi 
and to the weM the soil ccmtains mica^ feldspaihj gneiss^ 
and numerous organic fossils* , 

The distance between Melazzo and Messina is 24 milei^ 
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THE ^OLIAN ISLES. 

These islands attract the notice of naturalists by their 
volcanic sabstanoes and maritime productions; seven only 
were known to the ancients as may be ascertained by the 
works of StrabO) Pliny and' Diodorus Siculus , so that three 
others have arisen at a subsequent period, or the largest one 
has been separated in the convulsions of nature* 

The [sola di f^ulcanoy 22 miles from Melazzo, has 
a crater in the ordinary form of a truncated cone situated 
in the midst of a steep rock composed of black and red 
lava, and accessible only on one side* The crater is on the 
south side of the mountain near a platform filled with cavities, 
from which issues a thick s^moke accompanied occasionally 
with a vitreous lava which is not seen either on Etna or 
Vesuvius*, the form of the crater is oval, the anterior cone 
being about a quarter of a mile deep; the larger axis measures 
half a mile, the minor one 450 paces; the interior is accessible 
only on the side were sulphur and otber volcanic substances 
kre extracted and finishes in a plain 50 pa^es in diameter* 
The stones of this crater are covered with melte4 sulphur 
and abound in boric acid. Constant ebuUitious of sulphu- 
reous matter exist in the vicinity, and the sea near the 
base, of the volcano, possesses a certain degree of heat, A 
mile distant is the 

Jsola di tdfUiri^ population 150D0, the ancient Melin» 
guni founded, afccoi^ing to historians, before the period of^ 
the Trojan war,, by Liparus who was succeeded by £olus 
whose name has been given to this group of islands* The 
population, according to Diodorus, was enci^ased hy^a colo- 
ny of Qnidiat^s wl^en they were expelled from their city 
by the Phaenicians in the IV Olym^ad, 58* years before 
the Christian era^ 

Lipariy the largest of the £olian isles, is of irregular 
shape and 18 miles in circuit* S* Angelo, its highest mount- 
ain, is an extinct volcano as is evident hj the substances 
of which it is composed^ and by its crater which is 250 palms 
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In diameter. To the north rises another' mountam, the ei^aUre 
delta castagna, also an ancient T<^cano covered with white 
ashes originating from calcined pomices highly rarefied* There 
exist other mountains offering the same characters produced 
by subterraiKean fires. 

The Monte delta guardia^ to the south of Lipari, 
is composed of a barren yitreous substance. At the base of 
the Monte S* Cotogero there are mineral vapour baths. 
The soil on the surface consists of volcanic tufo with a stratum 
of clay combined with feldspath and other substances at 
the base. This island was frequented by the ancients on 
account of its vapour baths, as attested by Diodorus. 

The bath, mentioned by Polibius as existing at Lipari 
near the temple of Diana, was discovered in the early part of 
the present century at a depth of about 8 palms, with mo- 
saic pavements and the fresco of a syren guiding a sea horse; 
the mosaic in one of the rooms represents various figures 
with an ox, a sea horse and three dolphins in the centre, 
the emblem of Lipari. Und^r the rooms was a passage for 
the waters sustaitied by eight brick columns through which 
the waters were brought to the Inith by means of terra 
cotta tubes several inches in diameter. In another rcom was a 
basin filled with terra cotta utensils, lamps, cups and vases 
' which are now in the Bishop's library. 

^ The volcanic vetrifications and lavas existing in these 
isles, lead to the cdnclusioti that the substances of the^olian 
isles are of a difierent character from those of Etna. These 
volcanoes were in activity at the time of Aristotle, three 
centuries before the Christian era, as they are meQtioned 
in his writings, but of the period of their extinction no 
tradition remains. This island produces figs and grapes of 
excellent quality from which the delicate wine called Mat" 
vasia is made \ of its currants there is a considerable ex- 
portation. 

The Isola detle Saline ^ two miles to the north of Lipari 
and 15 miles in circumferenee, is the ancient 2%*^£{mi, its 
appearance being that of two heads. It is formed' of numerous 
strata of lava heaped over each other rad' contains vestiges 
of ancient craters; its volcanic stones resemble porphyry, 
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Mome are of a reddish ccdowr mised with ^faite.streaJLS and 
of a compact grain widiout pores* 

J^ola di StromboU. Th^ ancient crater in this iJand 
is consumed at the summit and has opened on the north 
side of the mountain. It is the only vcdcano in actdvity in 
the JEdlian isles* The columns of smoke and matter in 
ordinary eruptions usually reach the height of half a nHle, 
in extraordinary casea they ascend to a full mile, and 
the substances being ejected in a vertical line frequently 
fall into the crat^*^ The soil of this island is composed of 
lava^ scoriae, lufo, pomice, iron and sand; the eruptions at 
Stromboli are accompanied with detonations and a dense 
volume of smoke when the wind is in a southerly direction. 
^^ The Isola di Patuzria is 8 miles in circumference. 
It is supposed that the small islands and rodis situated 
between Lipari and Stromboli once formed a single island 
and Panariay which at first sight appears to be a mountain, 
is perpendicular to the south east where its shape resembles 
a semicircle corresponding to the semicircle formed by the 
Other islands. It is therefoi*e probable that they once formed 
one island which has been separated by volcanic shocks or 
by the action of the sea. The substances forming the whole 

froup are identic and having no crater they must hav6 
elonged to an island that had one, as is the case withPanaria. 
la a^ci^nt times there were only seven of these islands and 
at present the number amounts to twelve. These small islands 
or rOcks are named Basiluz-zoy Dattilo^ JUsca ifianca, and 
Bo^laro^ On the Basilazzo rock are vestiges of ancient 
buildings in whioh medals and other antiquities have been 
ibund* 

As it is mentioned in Homer that Lipari and the neigh- 
bouring isles cast up ;fire, they must have been volcanoes 
3000 years before Chriat, and if at the period of the Trojan 
war they were inhabited and in a state of cultivation, when 
Ulysies wiis recdved by £olns, and if before JSolus there 
w^e other kings snch ias Liparns, many centuries must have 
elapsed befose. the decomposition of the volcanic snbstancea 
which rendered ^ them -fit for oultivatioit. 



135 

The Isola di Ustica, 60 miles from Palermo, contains 
abont 2500 inbabitanls and was occupied by the Phaenicians, 
Carthaginians and Romans. It is about 10 miles in circumfe- 
rence and has two mountains; on the one to the east is an 
ancient fortress; the other to the north is about 1280 palms 
above the level of the sea. 

The Isoln di Pantelleriay situated between Sicily and 
Africa, is 66 miles from Mazzara and 36 in circumference. 
It was known by the ancients under the name of Cossura 
or Cossyroj and belonged to the Phoenicians, the Cartha- 
ginians and the Romans. 

It is volcanic and of difficult access in the interior on 
account of its mountains and craters. 

The Isola Lampedusa is about 140 miles from Sicily 
and 20 in circumference. It contains ruins of ancient build- 
ings and of a fort. The soil is extremely fertile, two of its 
ports are large enough for merchant vessels. It has lately 
been repeopled at the expense of the Neapolitan govern- 
ment* 



THE END. 
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TARIFt* CMF POST HORSES. 



noi 



1? Those who tmvel io their own 9 or In a Inred^ carriage 9 
ly 60 bijoocht fan' each horse by ev«ry post, 10 ba|occht for ea<^^ 
rae at a huonamtmo to the postiHion,and 5 bajocohi to the stable boy* 

2.* Ugbt^open, or similar carriages h yoii^ef with three persolia 
and a trunk require three horSes, and the rate of posting is as by^ 
article num. i. 

5.^ If there is a fourth person ibe posthiBster is autharized 
to add a fourth horse, and the charge is. as per article n. 1. la 
case the postmaster cannot dispose of a fourth ndrse, he will leave 
three only, and charge at the rate of three hdrses and a half. 

4." The estafettes arc' paid at the rate of 80 ba jocchi per dosI.' 

It i^ necessary to observe that horses ar^ not provided without 
an order from the administration of posts at Palermo, or of the 
post directors' in the kingdom. 
t . * i f ' ' "■' ' . 

^ DEPARTURE AND , ARRIVAL 
OF THE COURIERS BY THE MOUNTAINS OR COAST. 



Departures from Messina. 

The mails leave 

Monday *. „ 22 (1) 

Wednesday. . .••••„ 16 
Saturday 91 22 

From Palermo* 

Tuesday „ 22 

Thursday ......... 22 

Saturday • „ 24 



Arrivals in Palermo* 

Wednesday at „ 22 

Friday „ 14 

Monday „ 20 

in Messina. 

Thursday • 99 20 

Saturday • • • 99 20 

Monday . • • • 99 22 



t1) Lettres are posted till two hours before the departure 
of the mails. 
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: PBOCACCI. 



The procaceh^ irho employs 10 days in going and 10 in re- 
tnrniog b&t^aea Messina and Palermo ^ passes through Giardiniy 
Acireale , Cataota (where he leaves the procacM for Lentini, Sy* 
raeuie and Noto) Paternb , Regalbuto , Leouforte, S* Gaterina , 
where he leaves .the procaccio for Caltanisetta ), Landro, Rocca* 
pluniba (where he leaves the procaccio for Casteltermioe and Gir- 
gcnti) Yillafrale and Palermo. The prOcjcU left at Catania and 
Roccaplnmba are. conveyed by beasts of burthen till the carriage 
roads are completed*: 

From Messina to Villa S. GiovaoQi e. boat kaves daily which 
carries passengers and returns the fpUowiog day. 

% The mail for Naples and the continent , which follows the 
mad through Calabria , leaves Messina on Monday, Wednesday and 
Saturday at the 23 Italian hour , and arrives ^ on Sunday at the 
16 hour, Wednesday at the 10 and friday at the 16. 

A single letter pays 10 Sicilian grains, one of a sheet and a 
half a tarU Every printed sheet , comprizing bookstand periodical 
works 2 grains. A single letter by way of Calabria costs a Uirl\ 
lexter^ for the exterior mu9( be franked* 
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NOTE OF SUNDRY EXCUESIONS IN SICILY. 



The places marked {\y indicate the stpppagl^s Jbr dinner ^ 
those marked (B) for (he night.. 



lovRVBY from Messina to Taormi- 
na in one dayhypost^oing and 



returning 
Scaletta • . . 
Agrb . • . . 
Giardini (2) 



posts 

..11/4. 
. . i 



posts 3 1/2. 



Q)iles(l) 
10 1/2 
10. 
9. 



29 1/2. 



JoDRNBT in two days going and re' 
turning Jrom Messina to Tinda* 
ro by post (5)* 

posts 

Spadafora ... 

Barcellona (A) 

Tindaro . (B) 

Taormioa '. • . 




posts 5^. 



miles 

14. 

16. 

12. 

2 

44. 



ioTuiif BT from Messina to Paler^ 
mo along the coasf (4\« 



posts/ 
Spadafora, about 1 '3/4. 


miles 


14. 


Barcellona (A) ,. 2 


16. 


Patti . . . (B) . 2 1/2, 


18. 


Brolo . . . (A) ^ 


12. 


Torreoova. (B) • 


16. 


S. Slefano. (A) • ' 


24. 


Cefali . . . (B) . 


24. 


Termioe • (A) . 11/4. 


24. 


Palerwo. . . . ..1.1/4. 


24. 


Total 


172. 



JouRNBT in 46 hours by post from 

: Messina to Palermo 9 changing 

horses 05 times and crossing 

through the interior of Sicily^ 



(1) These excursions are longer in winter on account of the 
torrents , and it is necessary to set out at ati early hour. The best 
horses and carriages arfc those of Pietro Fadalh^ whose stables are 
via S. Giaconio near the Duomo. There are two diligences every 
week between Messina and Catania. 

(2) The Sicilian mile is composed of 720! canne ,■ eeeh of 8 
Sicilian palms and differs from the( Sicilian mile of 60 to ihe degree 
about one quarter.- - 1 

(5) From Messina to Tindaro the tim6 efnployed on the journey 
is about 9 miles. Good carriages and horses for this and- other ex- 
cursions are met with* at the Vittoria and 'Gran Brettagna hotels. 
A diligence leaves daily lor Barcellona and Patti passing through 
Tindaro. 

(4) From Messina to Patti there is a carriage road ; from Patti 
to Cefalik on horseback, and thence by carriage to Palermo. This 
excursion is practicable in the summer months and in the early part 
0^ autumn , but not in winter or spring when the torrents are 
swelled by rain or by the melting of snows. From Patti to beyond 
Torre Nova the country oifers many picturesque views « but as the 
roads are bad it is advisably to take a boat from PatU to S* Stdauo. 
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or 5 <%•# in a. pfipaiei 

r»sts 
1/4. 

Aprb.. 11/4 

GiardiQi*.«(A) . 1 
Giarre .•..'.. 1 1y2. 
Aci Reale. ... t 1/4 

Catania . .(B) • 1 1/4. 
Paternb .♦...11/2. 
Adernb . .(A) . 1 1/2. 
Sisto ••••••• 1 

Regalbato ..... 1 

S.Fil.M'Argir6(B)1 1/4. 
Leonforte' .... 1 

Misericc^rdia(A} . 1 1/2. 

Villarosa 1 V2 

S.CaUrin| (B) . 1 1/2. 
Landro ^ ^ •, ... '1 
Valleluugja (A) . 1 m. 
Gulfa. . ; ... .-1* • • 
Mangan<|no (B> > 1 1/2. 
Soltoyicari. ... 1. 
Villafrati . . . . t 
Missilmeri (A) . 1 1/2 
Palermo 1 1/4. 



miles 

10 yz 

10 
9 
12 
10 
10 

12 1/2. 
12f/i 



Total 29 



9 
6 

to 

9 
12 
11 
12 

9 
12 

9 
12 

7 
8 

12 
10 



!/^. 




J^DAIYBT. in 2 y2days ly post from 
Catania to Mes^ina^ around the, 
sides qfJiinO' 

Misterbianco . . 

Puterab 

lAcodia* . .^ . 

Bidncavilla • • 

Admu^ :> « (A) 

Brodle, '. . (B) 

Raudaszo . (A) 

Piediincmte. • • 

Giardiui 

Messiua . » (B) 



Tbiale 12 )/2 



105 V2. 



JOQKWlT^m CaUmid to Castro^ 
giovanni by the carriage road 
and by post, 

posts miles 

Misterbianco » . 

Palerbb .....ft/2. 12 1/2. 

LLcodia ..... 

BiancaviUa • . • 

Aderu5 . . (A) . 1 1/2. 

SIsto ••.....1 

Kegabultd .... 1 

S.Fil.*d'i^irb(B) 1 i/4. 

Leonforte! .... 1 

CajlrpgioTanui . . 2 V2. 



t2 t/2. 
6 

to 

9 
15 



. total 9 3/4. 72 

JouRiiBY m 3 days from Catania 

to Girgenti. miles 
Pelagooia . . . .(A) . . 25 
Cahagirone (1) .(B) . . 19 
Nisceuii • . . • 11 



iTeiTanova . 
Licata » .i • 
Palma . . • 



.(A) 
.(B) 
.(A) 



12 

19 
12 



t/2- 



Girgeati • ••..••.• 18 



i total 11G 1/2. 

JouRN BT in ,5 1/2 days from Ca - 
tania tg Girgenti* . , , 
. miles 
Leplini (2) . . .(A) . , 15 

Scoidia. » M . • 9 y%» 

Palagotiia • • .,.(B) . . 5 . 
Callagirono . • .(A) , . 19 
Nificemi » . .11 1/2. 



Te^r^oova. . . . (B) . .12 1/2. 
Licata • • • « . .(A) • . 19 . 
Palma (B> . . 12 

Girgeati. . «•••... 18 

total 121 3f4. 



(1) The carriage road from Catania to Caltagfrone will shortly 
be coiupict^ed., 4^^ present the journey from the latter city Co Gir- 
gen|i is jperfcvrmed on horseback or in leltiga 5 the best hotel at 
Girgenti is that of sig^ Savoja on the Piazza, 

(1) The road is carriageable as far as Lentini. 
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otniriT III 3 1/2 ^ayt from €a 
tania to Girgenii* ^^jj^^ 

Palagonta. . • « .(A) • • 25 

Caltagirboe. . . .(6) • • 19 

PiazEa (1). .,. rCA} ^ . 17 

Barrafr^nca • • .(6) • • 19 i 

Pietrap^rsia •••'•••• 7 . 

Caltaiiifljetta • . • (B) . . 9 
S* CaUJdo« «-•-• • • • • 5 ' 
Serradifaloo « .•••.• 6 1/2. 

CastrofilipiM). . .(A) • • 13 1A 

Favara « « • • 8 

GirgeDti . . • 5 



^lal 134. 

JouBiTKT^^m Catania- to Syracuse 

~Lentim« • . • • (A) • • 15 
Priolo .......... IS 

Syracuse. ........ 10 



total 43. 

r ' 
JoDAifir w 4 iJ2'dajrs from Sy- 
racuse io Cdrgenti* 

miles 
Avola ....,.,... 16 1/4. 
Koto (2j. . . • . (5) . , 4 1/4. 

Bosolioi .. • • 8 1/2. 

Spaccafc^rijo •,•••••• 2 1/2. 

Modica. . . . • '.(A) ; . 12 

Bagusa 1 1^. •«'•.. V • 7 

Coiniso , • 8 1/4. 

Vittoria (B) . . 7 

Terranova • • • •(A) . • 18 



85 3/4. 
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hnmght over 83 5/3* 
Licata •«.•.. (B) .. 19 

Palma. (A).« • 12 

Girgenti. •••••.•• 18 



total 132 3/4. 

JovKNST in 3' 1/2 dayS'Jrom Sy* 
racuse to 6ij^enti» 

n»ffles 
Floridia . . . .'^ * .. . . 9 3/4. 



Palazzolo (3) 
Ragusa . • • 
Comiso. • • 
Vittoria^ . . 
Terranova • 
Licata. « . • 
Paluia . . . 
Girgeot) • . 



.(B) 
.(A) 



• <6) 
.(A) 
•.(B) 
•.CA) 



20 1/4. 

14 5/4* 

8 1/4. 

18 
19 
12 
18 



total 127 



JouAif IT in 3 1/2 days from Sy* 
racuse to Girgenti. • • ■ 

• miles 
Avola.. . .> . . ... 16 1/4. 



Note . . • . . 
Modka 4 • . 
Ragasa.*. . 

Cf miso. • • < 
Villoria . . 
Terranova'. 
Lfcata.' 1 • . 
Palma. • . • 
Girgenti . • 



(A). 
.(B) 



• .(A) 



4 1/4. 
20-^ 

7 

8 1/4. 

7 

18 
19 
12 
18 



totffi 129 3/4. 



r(B) 
.(A) 
.(B) 



(1) When the carriage road v^ill he completed kelweeo Aidone 
and Piazza the distance to the latter city vfill he 47 mires^ The 
road from Cahantsetta to Girgenti is carriageahle and passes through 
a heautiful country filled with picturesque viev^s. . ^ ' 

(2) The road from Syracuse to Koto is open for carriages. 
Beyond Noto it is performed on horsehack' or in lettiga* This road 
is the longest hut it passes through the vrhole valley of Jpsica. 

(3) On horseback} or in lettiga, the road not being finished. 
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Jbu&ifBT in 


3 days hy postfrom\ 


Palermo to Segesta^ goin^ and \ 


returning 


posts 


'miles 


Morreale. '. 


• • • 


4 1/2. 


Borghetto • 


,..2 


11 iy2. 


Parteoico. . 


• • • 


2 


Alcamo, . « 


.fA) 2 


14 


Calatafiiiie(J)<B) 1 1/2. 


11 


Segestft. . . 


• • • 


3 




toUl 5 1/2. 


46 


JovENiT in 


Adays fi^fn 


Palermo 


to Girgeriti* 




' 


^osts 


miles 


Morreale* • 




4 t/2. 

11 1/2 


Borghetto '• 


• ..2 


Parteiiico* • 




2 
14 


Alcamo. . '. 


YA) 2 • 


Calalaeine(2) <B) 1 1/2. 


11 


Segesta . • • 


• • • 


3 


Olaliifiiiie • 


• • • 


5 . 


Vila 




4 
5 


Salemi . . . 


(A) 


Ca8telvetranQ(5XB) 


.14 


'SeliouDtium 


(A) 


. 6 


Sciacca 


fB> . . . 


22 


MoDtallegro 


(A) 


22 


SicaliaoQa.. » 


♦ • • . . 


7 1/2. 


Girgefiti • » 


• • # . 


12 




total 


141 1/2. 



•(A) 



lavwamr from 
genii by past, 
Misiroieri • • .. 
Villafrati ^ 
Sotlovicarf. 
MaDgaiiaro(4XB) 
Lercara. •'•.•• 
CasteUerminfeCA) 
GirgeAti (5) • . • 



Palermo 
posts 



V4. 

1/2. 



total 



to Gh*" 
miles 

9 
12 

9 

7 

5 
26 
22 



90 



JoiTRNBT {/1 1 1 hours from Palermo 

to Trapdni, posii miles 

Borghetto .... 2 16^ 

Alcaioo. . (A) . 2 16 

Calatafioie. ... 1 1/2. 11 

ColoonettA. » . . 1 1/2. 13 

Trapatii(6). ..11/2. 12 



total 8 t/2. 



68 



JouRiTEt lit 4 hours. by post from 
Palermo to Terminer 

posts miles 
S. Flavia ...,11/4. 10 
7). . .i yn 14 



Xermine (7). 



total 5 



24 



JovRNBT in 9 hdursT by post from 
Palermo to CoHeone, 
posts 
Piaoa. ••••«. 2 
Corleone .'•••• 5 

. total 5 




(1) From GalataEme to Segesta oq beasts of burthen. 

(2) From Calatafime to Salemi the road is carriageable, thence 
to Girgenti it is necessary to take a- horse or a lettiga , the road 
not being finished. 

, (3) The hotel kept by Antonio Carini will be found good. 

(4) FtQta l^anganaro to Girgenti the posts are iiot yet established. 

(5) The: hotel kept by Pega is the best 

(6) Th^ h6tdl of Gaetano Mercurio may. l>e reconmiended. 
' (7); A diligedcd leave/i Palermo daily for Termiqe. 
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01 THB GUIDE TO SWIIY 



A^i Castello. . • .pag. 29 
Ad Reale . . i , . „ 28 
A<;qaaviva« • • • • ,, 75 

AcTXf ••»»•*•,, 69 
Aderao •••••« ^^ 50 

£oIiaa Isles • • • • „ 132 

Affosta ••••••»',, 58 

Alcamo »»»•«« ,, 104 
Alessandvia » • ••• ,, 86 

Altavilla ,y 123 

Aragoaa. • • • » « ^^ 87 
Avola ....... ,, 71 

Barcellona »»»»».,, 131 
Barrafranca • • » • ,, 75 
Biscari. «*««•• yy 71 
Bitona. »»»»*• ,^ 87 
Borgketto • • • . • ), 105 
Brdio . * > V * . • .„ 130 
B]*onte. •%».». ,f 51 
Boccliieri • . • • . ,, 71 
Batera. •»•••• ,, 75 

CalasoibeiU % « % • ^^ 87 
Calatafime. .... ,,102 

Calubellotta. v > % ^, 87 
Caltagirone. • « . • ,, 52 
Galtanisetta . % • •• ,, 75 
Gamerata. ..•..,, 87 
Gamerina or Ifipperia „ 74 
Gampofranco. . * . „ 76 



Camporella • • . 4pag. 96 

Cfirlentiai . % . , ^ „ 57 

Caronia ,,130 

Casibil^ ...... „ 71 

Gassai*o ,, 69 

Castello della Bruca ,, 5S 

Gastellamare. ... „ 104 

Caitekermine ... ,, 87 

Castelvetrano ... ,, 96 

Castig]ioae« .... ,, 52 

Gastrogiovanni. • . ,, 76 

GastroQuova. • • . ,j 123 

GataDia ,, 30 

Gattolica yy 87 

Gentorbi y^ 5S 

Gerami. »••••• y, do. 

Ghiusa ....... .^ 123 

Gtaria ,> 101 

GoUeaano • • . « . ,, 128 

Gorleone « . ^, 124 

Delia. ,, 78 

Diana di Cefalii. . ^^ 124 

Elorus . . . -, „ 72 

Entella . ,,124 

Erice ,, 53 

Etna .•.«•««. ,, 43 

■ Eruptions X)f „ 45 

■ ' Journey round 

tlie side& of fy 49 
19 
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Excursions in Sicily pag. '139 

Favignana ,, 98 

Ferla „ 68 

Gagliano. • • • • • ,, 54 

Giardini. • • • • • ^y 28 

Giarratana. • . • • ,, 71 

Girgenti ,, 80 

Giuliana ,, 124 

Granmichele • • • • ',, 54 

Heraclea , 88 

History of Sicily • ,, 3 

Ichana. «••••• jy 72 

Imacara „ do. 

Journey fi*om Girgenti 

to Sciacca • • ^^ 88 

■ ■ ■ from Palermo to 

Messina 9 along 

the coast. . ,, 126 
- M l » from Syracuse 

to Noto . . „ 67 

■ > ' from Messina 

to Catania • j, 25 

■ ■' ■ from Catania to 

Syracuse « • yy 57 

Leonforte ^y 54 

Lentini (lake) • • • jy 57 

■ ■■'■■■ town • • • . 9, do« 

Lercara ,, 124 

Levanzo (island). • ,, 98 

licata 99 74 

LicaU ••».... yy 79 

Licodia. •»•».. ,, 50 

Lognina •••••• yy 30 

Maniace •.•••• y, 51 

Marettimo (island ) ,, 98 

Marsalla yy 96 

MascalL •••••• yy 54 

Mazzara ,, 96 

H^zzmnot * • # • fy 78 



Melazzo pag. 131 

•^— Gape. • • . 
Messina ••.••• 
Mezzojuso • • • • • 

MiliteUo ••.... 

Minio ••••••• 

Misilmeri. • . • • • 
Misterbianco* • • • 
Mistrella. • • • • • 

Modica • • 

Mola. 

Mont' Allegro * . • 
Morreale, • • • • • 
Motta S. Anastasia. 
Musumuli • • • • . 

Naro 

Nicosia. ..••.. 
Nissoria •'•••.. 

Noto 

Palazzuolo* • • . • 
Palermo «•.••• 
Palermo (enyirons) 
Palica .•••••« 

Palma 

Parco •#«•.«• 

PartenicQ« 

Paterno •••••• 

Patti •••..*.. 
Perusa (lake) . • . 
Petralia Soprana. • 
Plana de' Greci • • 
Piazza ..«..•• 
Pietrapersia » • • • 

Polizzi 

Post Horses (Tariff) 

Procacci • 

Radusa. • 



Rammacat • • « # • ^ 
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Randazzo . • 
Begabulto • • 
Bosolini .••••• 
Salemi* ••••»; 

Sanbuca • 

Santacroce 

Santo Stefano . • • 
Sciarra. •••••• 

Scicli. ••••••• 

Scordia 

Segesta or ^gesia. 
S. Filippo d'Argird 
Selinuntium • • • • 
Siculiana. • • . • • 
S. Marco • • • • • 
Spaccafomo . • • • 



pas. 51 

^ 56 

, 72 
, 101 
, 88 
, 73 
, 130 
, 89 
, 73 
,72 
, 102 
56 
89 
, 88 
, 130 
, 72 
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S.PaiitaIeone(island)pag. 98 

Solentiam „ 127 

Sortino. „ 67 

Syracuse. • . . . . „ 59 

Taormina „ 25 

Termine Imerese . „ 127 

Terra Nuova ... „ 74 

Trabia ,,127 

Trapani „ 98 

Triaacria „ 56 

Troioa „ 56 

Villa&anca. .... „ 88 

Viu „ 101 

Yizzani. *..,.. „ 57 

Zafferano „ 57 
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